
  Each issue of the Redding Sentinel features a unique photograph of special places in Redding like the one 
here, taken of fog lifting after a rain storm on Saugatuck Reservoir by newcomer to Redding Annmarie 
Sitar. If you have a photo you’d like us to feature here, with credit of course, please e-mail editor@
reddingsentinel.org  
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For a small town, Redding has a 
wide range of terrain for hikers and 
walkers. Brinckerhoff Preserve, 
a Redding Land Trust Property 
off Beeholm Road, is a hidden 
jewel that comes alive in Spring. 
The Preserve is named after the 
well-known landscape architect 
Arthur Brinckerhoff after the core 
acreage was donated by his family 
in 1967. Other neighbors donated 
additional land in later years to 
bring the Preserve to its present 
size of over 100 acres.

I have less than 2 hours and 
don’t mind wet feet

At just under three miles, 
Brinckerhoff is a peaceful trail that 
opens with a beautiful meadow 
then traverses streams and rocky 
outcroppings. In spring there are 
small cascades and a beautiful 
array of wetland plants and flowers, 
including marsh marigold, skunk 
cabbage and trout lilies.

The trail is moderate in 
difficulty, with some changes in 
elevation but no scrambling. It 
is a little under 3 miles long and 
takes about 1.5 hours. There is a 

Thank you. 
And you’re 
welcome.
By Susan Clark, Publisher

Index
Editorial                               2
Letters to the Editor           2
Sports       4                     
Why Redding?      5 
Obituary        7            
Library Corner      8           
Book Review                   8 
Business Spotlight        11
The Natural World        13
Calendar of Events   15 

Photo By Annmarie Sitar

Georgetown Day, the annual 
street fair that kicks off the summer 
season, is happening on Sunday, 
June 12th, from noon to 5 p.m. The 
fair takes place on Main Street and 
is free to the community. George-
town Village Restoration, Inc. 
(GVR), a nonprofit member orga-
nization dedicated to maintaining 
and improving Georgetown, or-
ganizes and hosts the event. The 
Georgetown Lions Club, George-
town Community Association 
(GCA), and the Georgetown Vol-
unteer Fire Department are also 
hosting. 

The day will feature live music 
from local bands like North 

Georgetown Day l By Kate Perry

Photo by Jeanne Ammermuller

County Band and StuntFish. 
The Chili Cook-off is returning 
this year and benefits GCA and 
the organization’s new archives. 
Come test the chilis and help pick 
a winner! Nordstrom is sponsoring 
the cook-off and winners will 
receive gift cards from the store; 
first prize is $500. 

Craft and family-friendly 
vendors will line Main Street and 
offer handmade jewelry, gifts, 
artwork, and other products as 
well as share information on 
local services and organizations. 
Kids can enjoy the Scavenger 

Continued on page 15

Georgetown 
Redevelopment 
takes next step
By Rocco Valluzzo

Support the Sentinel 2.0 
By Susan Clark, Publisher

This second issue of the Redding Sentinel was propelled along by the energy of the Redding community.  We are 
most grateful for the subscriptions, the donations, the advertising, the offers of help and the suggestions for articles. 
It has been an awesome welcome. Thank you. We planned three monthly issues this spring to prove out the concept 
that a community will rally round its local newspaper.  And so far, so good! To reserve your copy of the June issue 
of the Sentinel for $3, use the QR code to the left, or visit www.reddingsentinel.org  Or, send a check for $3 to P. O. 
Box 1121, Redding Center, CT 06875. Whichever route you choose, please be sure to provide your mailing address 
and an e-mail address. We will communicate about publishing plans from September via e-mail over the summer. 
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Redding’s Big Outdoors

Brinckerhoff Preserve  
 By Jeanne Ammermuller

blue cut-off trail that will shorten 
the walk if you run out of steam. 

Access to the trail can be found 
on Beeholm Road, just before 
Farview Farm coming up from Rte 
107. The trail is on your left and 
there’s a little gravel pull-off on the 
right. There is room to park 2-3 cars. 

Take the access trail across the 
wooden walkways to the open 
field. Once you enter the meadow, 
you can either take the trail to the 
left or straight ahead. I recommend 
approaching the trial counter-
clockwise by keeping to the 
perimeter of the meadow and first 
heading down the right side of the 
field then left until you pick up the 
woodland trail. Blazes are white. 

There are few trails that give 
you such a beautiful view of 
open meadow. The first part 
of the trail is named Ensor’s 
Trace, which follows along the 
edge of Farview Farms. It is 
named after long-time Redding 
resident, environmental activist 
and early Land Trust supporter 
Joan Ensor, who died in 2016.  

In the early spring, you can see 
houses, but only for a brief time. 

There is virtually no noise except 
the sounds of nature, so you feel 
far away. After about half a mile 
of flat and straight walking, the 
trail takes a few twists and turns 
and really shows off the prettiest 
features here, including a beautiful 
walk along wetlands and flowing 
streams. Crossings are a little tricky, 
but not too difficult, especially 
if you bring along a hiking pole. 

The white trail blazes are 
generally easy to follow, but 
some are painted on the abundant 
mountain laurel bushes and those 
don’t stand out as well. It helps to 
have a hiking buddy who can help 
keep an eye on the blazes. The 
trail’s meanderings can make it 
easy to lose your bearings. 

The trail takes you up along 
some ridges and high points 
where you can truly appreciate the 
wetlands below. And the changes 
in elevation make it challenging 
without being too difficult. The 
final stretch takes you through 
some woodlands to the open field 
and then home.

There is a blue cutoff trail 
that you reach at least two-
thirds of the way through the 
hike. The entrance to the cut-
off trail is very well marked. 

Brinckerhoff Preserve is a 
lovely option any time of the 
year, but it really glows in spring. 
For a map and other hiking ideas, 
visit the Book of Trails at www.
reddingctlandtrust.org g

In our first issue, we introduced 
ourselves and welcomed the many 
new families who have moved 
to Redding. The response to that 
first issue was overwhelming, 
heart-warming and motivating. We 
received hundreds of hand-written 
notes, e-mails, phone calls and text 
messages saying “thank you” to 
the Sentinel for coming to town. 

I know it wasn’t a perfectly 
smooth launch, especially for 
some who subscribed for May and 
June and had challenges in figur-
ing out how to make a payment. 
Thank you for your perseverance. 
Those small bumps aside, the 
future is bright. 

Three weeks after the first issue 
was distributed, 17% of Redding 
households have subscribed to the 
next two. The inaugural issue had 
22 paid advertisers and this sec-
ond issue has even more. Those 
subscriptions and the ongoing sup-
port of advertisers will be crucial 
for our ability to provide the local 
news and features that Redding 
has been missing. 

So, I guess we’ll plan to stick 
around for a while. These first 
issues are providing important 
learnings to guide the future of the 
Sentinel. We now know the com-
munity is keen for a local paper 
and is willing to support it. And we 
have identified the biggest chal-

lenge – distribution of subscriber 
copies. While we are working on 
solutions, we’ve made the deci-
sion to deliver copies of this sec-
ond issue to the entire town. Our 
loyal and supportive subscribers 
will receive copies along with ev-
eryone else in town. Our gratitude 
for their financial support is none-
theless enormous. We welcome the 
other 83% to join them.

Most excitedly, we’re already 
planning for the fall. Both sub-
scribers and advertisers have 
pre-ordered for September even 
though we’re not officially sell-
ing for then. That is a huge vote 
of confidence for which we are 
deeply grateful. We are looking 
forward to taking this journey with 
you for the foreseeable future. g

 

Redding’s plans for the 
redevelopment of the former 
Gilbert and Bennett Wire Mill 
property in Georgetown took 
another step forward with the 
hiring of an engineering firm to 
perform an environmental site 
assessment.

According to First Selectwom-
an Julie Pemberton, the town ap-
plied for and received a Brown-
field Grant from the Connecticut 
Department of Economic Devel-
opment for $200,000. Those funds 
will be used to evaluate the current 
environmental status of the prop-
erty.

Tighe & Bond, based in 
Middletown, is performing a 
stage one environmental site 
assessment, which should be 
completed this month. This will 
include a review of all of the 
documentation that has been 
done to date of the environmental 
work, the permits, the current 
condition of the property, what 
has been remediated, what has 
to be remediated and what is still 
contaminated.

 “Once this phase one is done, 
we plan to do an engineering study 
of the [Norwalk] river walls,” 
Pemberton said, explaining 
that “the town knows there are 
contaminants behind the degrading 
walls. We want to protect the water 
quality of the Norwalk River that 
dumps into the Sound and then we 
are going to use some of the grant 
money to begin the town’s own 
planning process.”

The contaminants in question 
are heavy metals in the ground. 
There could also be asbestos in 
some areas, she explained.

“We know for instance that in 
the 1 North Main Street building, 
which is the main office for 
the wire mill, there are pipes in 
the basement that are probably 
wrapped in material that probably 
contains asbestos but they are 
wrapped, so it’s not an issue 
at this point,” said Pemberton. 
“There were buildings demolished 
already with the old developer that 
had asbestos in them and those 
were demolished and the asbestos 
remediated. What we’re really 
talking about now are the heavy 
metals in the ground:  zinc, lead, 
cadmium, things like that. Those 
are not moving they’re in one 
place; there’s no risk of human 
exposure to anyone who may be 
walking on the site at this point.”

As far back as the 1980s, there 
have been numerous cleanups of 
contaminated material on the site. 
Before the town moves forward, 
she said, it needs to know what 
was done before based on all the 
reports and studies that have been 
done.

Attempts to develop the 
property go back several years, 
most recently by the Georgetown 
Land Development Company.

Continued on page 15
 



To the Editor,
What makes a community? Redding is certainly a community in the geographical sense. But to knit together 

the people living in our 32.1 square miles takes more than a GPS reading. It takes a source of reliable, unbiased 
information that can form the basis for the discussion of issues the community cares about—whether it be taxes, 
schools, the environment, roads, elections, public safety, or any of the myriad daily questions that arise when 
almost 9,000 people live together as a Town. 

But where do you get those facts? That answer is easy: from your hometown newspaper. I’m not talking about 
the cherry-picking of facts to confirm already-formed views.  There is plenty of that available on social media. 
But a common set of facts, available to all through the medium of print, is as essential to making a community 
as the Town Green. 

Thank you, Susan Clark, as Publisher of the Redding Sentinel, for giving us a place to which we can turn for 
the news, features and opinion we’ve been missing since The Redding Pilot folded many years ago. 

Best wishes for the success of this indispensable venture in community-building. g

Tina Miller, Seventy Acre Road

Single copy price $3.00  /  Annual subscription $85.00

Redding Sentinel Ltd believes in the importance of supporting the community it serves. 
We pledge to donate all profits to local community organizations.

Printed by Trumbull Printing
Telecommunications provided by CCi Voice
www.reddingsentinel.org
203.938.3800

Contact us at:
editor@reddingsentinel.org
advertise@reddingsentinel.org
subscribe@reddingsentinel.org
publisher@reddingsentinel.org

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters to the Editor. Please be clear, civil and concise. Publication preference will be 
given to letters that suggest solutions to challenges identified.

 To my Redding Neighbors,  
As I mentioned in my last letter, our 45 year old tennis courts are in dire need of repair, and given that they are 

one of the few recreational assets in town that serves all age groups, it is important to replace them.  For those of 
you who came out to support this capital expenditure, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.    For those of you 
who came to the polls with questions or hesitations, let’s all pull together to obtain the best project for the town 
that we can.  In the end, I hope we all get to enjoy the benefits.  

 And, for anyone interested in learning how to play pickleball, please reach out!  If there’s one thing I learned 
from this process, it’s that Redding residents need activities like tennis and pickleball to bring us together to have 
fun and to get to know one another personally.  We are all neighbors, and we all want what’s best for our town. g  

Tami O’Connor, Wood Road
 

To the Editor: 
Redding Rid Litter Day in celebration of Earth Day 2022 was a huge success! 1,160 pounds of roadside trash 

were picked up throughout Redding, including Georgetown. There are so many individuals and families to thank. 
We had over 35 families, small groups and organizations sign up in person at the Town Green. Yet so many oth-
ers, without identifying themselves, just showed up with roadside trash. I cannot name all of you here, but you 
know who you are, and I am mighty grateful for your service. 

Let’s continue to keep Redding green & clean, making everyday Earth Day! Many thanks and with so much 
gratitude. g

Alice Smith

Guest Editorial

By Senator Will Haskell

 To the Editor,
We applaud you and your supporters for bringing to life the Redding Sentinel. On all sorts of levels of being 

actively informed about the happenings of the community, the apt title of your enterprise instills the hope of a 
fuller realization of community bonding. It is not that we shall agree; it is that we shall all be informed and then 
engage the pros and cons. This hope is the antithesis of what social media has offered, to the detriment of our 
fragile democracy. You have our appreciation and our support. g

Tom and Maureen Kilbourn, Peaceable Street
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Corrections to the April issue 
On page 7, in the continuation of the article on the proposed town 

budget, we left out a decimal point in the figure for the amount the town 
will return to Meadow Ridge this year.  The correct amount is $1.282 
million.

On page 10, the Business Spotlight article provided the wrong web 
address for Fleur de Lis. The correct one is fleurdelisct.com

We regret these errors.

The Memorial 
Day Parade  

The Memorial Day Parade is back in full swing this year. On Saturday, 
May 28, formation will take place at the Redding Elementary School 
Memorial Auditorium, beginning at 11:30 a.m. Participants include fire 
departments, boy and girl scout troops, local civic organizations and local 
and state dignitaries. The ceremony will begin promptly at 12:00 noon 
with parade step-off at 12:15 p.m. 

The parade will proceed to the Redding Green, for flag-raising and 
flower-placing ceremonies at the Memorial Stone and festivities should 
conclude by 1 p.m. 

Family members and friends are welcome to participate as spectators 
anywhere along the route. We encourage you to dress for the occasion and 
bring a banner or flag. 

 
A Budget for Every Generation 

So you may have already seen some headlines about Connecticut’s 
new state budget. Yes, it provides $600 million in tax cuts. And it’s true, 
it helps out future taxpayers by paying down $3.5 billion of our pension 
debt. Meanwhile, it prepares for an economic downturn by filling up our 
Rainy Day Fund to $3.1 billion.

But I think these high-level snapshots fail to capture the full picture. 
As I sat in the Senate chamber last week and prepared to cast my vote, I 
considered the myriad of ways that this budget will touch the lives of the 
folks I represent. From a newborn child to a retiree, I think this budget has 
something for every generation.

 Let’s start with a child born tomorrow in Connecticut. Unacceptably, 
there’s a one in ten chance that they will not have enough food to eat 
due to the financial outlook of the family into which they are born. This 
budget helps to lift that child out of poverty by creating a new Child 
Tax Credit, putting $125 million into the pockets of more than 600,000 
families. It also expands the most successful anti-poverty tool in the 
country, the Earned Income Tax Credit. The newly expanded credit will 
save working families $49 million each year, helping put food on the table 
in every home.

When that new baby needs childcare, his or her parents are likely to be 
overwhelmed by cost and underwhelmed by options. This budget invests 
$85 million to reduce the cost of care, improve facilities and increase the 
pay of those who do the hard-work of nurturing young minds.

In no time, that young mind will be ready for the first day of school. 
Thankfully, this budget invests $75 million to update HVAC systems and 
ensure that the classroom waiting for them is safe and comfortable. Fund-
ing increases in bilingual education and special education services ensure 
that teachers are prepared to meet every student’s individualized need. 
And just as students can count on finding toilet paper in the bathroom, 
they can also count on finding free menstrual products, because this bud-
get reflects the fact that both are basic essentials. When school lets out, 
we’ve invested $8 million to ensure all kids can experience the joy of 
summer camp.

Down the road, that student may want to pursue higher education. 
Thankfully, this budget makes free community college available to part-
time and full-time students, helping avoid unnecessary debt. When they 
begin commuting to their first job, they’ll feel the impact of this bud-
get through free bus service, faster train times and improved cell service 
along the Metro-North line. If they commute by car, they’ll notice that our 
inequitable car tax has been dramatically improved. Remember how the 
owner of a Subaru in Bridgeport has to pay hundreds more in taxes than 
the owner of a Subaru in Weston? That’s wrong, and this budget fixes it by 
capping the property tax on motor vehicles at a 32.46 mil rate.

Students and seniors alike face anxiety and depression, and this budget 
makes sure mobile crisis centers are available 24/7 for those who are 
struggling. Plus, too many seniors don’t know where their next meal will 
come from, or when they’ll next leave the house. This budget invests 
in Meals on Wheels and funds day programming for seniors. And for 
retirees struggling to make ends meet, Connecticut’s budget accelerates 
the phase-out of taxes of certain pension and annuity income, saving res-
idents nearly $43 million. Living on a fixed budget, seniors often remind 
me that they have trouble affording property taxes. I’m pleased to report 
that this budget increases the property tax credit, saving homeowners $60 
million each year.

I could go on and on, from new funding to end gun violence to salary 
increases for non-profit employees to tax cuts that will make your mov-
ie tickets less expensive (have you seen Everything, Everywhere, All At 
Once yet?).  But suffice to say that I believe this budget should make each 
of us proud to live in Connecticut. It was an enormous honor to vote yes. 
g

 

To the Editor,  
The Redding Garden Club would like to thank all who came out to our annual plant sale on May 7th . It was 

a great success, in spite of rain as we set up our tents and wind that blew them over.  We were so pleased to see 
friends and neighbors from Redding and beyond coming to add to their gardens with our carefully selected plants, 
including those grown by our members.  

We were especially happy to share the day with our local nonprofit groups: the Redding Historical Society, Back-
yard Beekeepers, Highstead, New Pond Farm, Norwalk River Valley Trail, the Redding Grange, the Redding Land 
Trust, Redding Neighbors and Newcomers, and Trail Tenders.  Partnering with these Redding organizations means 
much to the Redding Garden Club, and we are delighted to be part of this community event. g  

Sarah Cummings, Redding Garden Club Plant Sale ChairChange is in store for 
West Redding l By Susan Clark

The so-called “Finch” building 
in West Redding, at 3 Side Cut 
Road, recently sold to a Greenwich 
real estate investment firm. 
The new owner has submitted 
an application to demolish the 
building.

In accordance with the town 
Demolition Delay Ordinance, our 
Town Historian (Bruce Nelson) 
and our Historical Consultant 
(Stuart Reeve PhD.) will be looking 
at the building and they will also 
compile reports for Redding’s 
Historic Review Committee.

The Finch building was a 
mainstay of West Redding from 

the time it was built in 1900. 
For most of the century it was a 
general store frequented by locals 
as well as passengers arriving on 
the train from New York. Recently, 
it housed the Baptist Church and a 
small café. There are apartments 
on the second floor.

The wood-frame building 
sits on 0.7 acre and is zoned 
Neighborhood Business. The site 
has potential for transit-oriented 
development. We’ll report in future 
issues on plans as they emerge. g

To the Editor,  
As members of the Board of Selectmen, we are very interested in voter participation.  Historically, voter turnout 

is far greater when people are choosing candidates than when they are voting on budgets.  This year, however, the 
number of voters who came out to vote on the town budget (including capital projects) was unusually low.  Only 
753 of 6291 active registered voters (11.97%) cast a ballot on May 3, including 20 absentee ballots.  This was 368 
fewer than voted on the budget last year.  We would like to believe that the proposed budgets and capital items were 
not controversial, which led to fewer tax payers voting.  Comments made by many on social media would seem to 
undercut this conclusion.  In any case, thank you to those who cast a vote.  To those who did not, we would encour-
age you to reach out to let us know why.  Your vote does matter. g

 
Peg O’Donnell and Michael Thompson

Seventy readers of the Sentinel 
took our Community Survey.  
Thank you to everyone who 
participated. While the results are 
mostly not surprising, the interest 
in community as an idea, and 
Redding specifically, came through 
loud and clear.

The topic of greatest interest 
is Community-wide activities. 
Commenters wrote of their interest 
in “everything Redding” and 
their desire for a paper for “all of 
Redding”.

There is great interest – 90% 
and more -- in the elements that 

What you said... l By Susan Clark

make any town work and prosper – 
town governance, local businesses, 
resources and organizations. About 
80% of readers would like us to 
cover the arts, nature and civic 
engagement.

More than 50% of readers 
want to learn about health matters, 
schools – and gardening, books, 
music and theater.

The one surprise was the 
relatively lower interest in sports, 
athletics and kids activities at 32%.  
However, with 34% of Redding 
households having children 
at home, the interest level is a 

reasonable correlation.  In addition, 
kids activities are well covered in 
social media so perhaps there is 
less need for the Sentinel in this 
arena.

Readers clearly are not interested 
in having us write about hunting 
and fishing, so we’ll leave that be 
for now. We had specific requests 
for real estate news, the police 
blotter, and even a crossword.  
We’ll try to oblige.  Our first 
crossword is in this issue. Please 
e-mail publisher@reddingsentinel.
org with any additional thoughts. g
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Soul, Rock, Blues, Motown among green stage lineup l By Donna Christopher 

It’s been a long, strange trip 
for public events though Redding 
brought back its popular summer 
event last year and promises a 
fetching lineup when Concerts on 
the Green opens this summer’s 
series on Father’s Day.

The July 19 kickoff band is 
the Connecticut Grateful Dead 
All-Stars, a unique lineup of 
musicians hand-picked for every 
performance a couple of days 
before the shows from some of 
the known Grateful Dead bands 
around the state, Stella Blues and 
Shakedown among others.

“We take some of the best 
Grateful Dead band players in 
New England. All of us have 
played this music for years and 
years and when we take a mix of 
the best of the best we tend to be 
a little bit more progressive a little 
bit harder edge if you will,” said 
All-Stars Founder, keyboardist/
vocalist Matt Helm.

The group will play popular 
songs that people will get 
up and dance to and have 
a good time, he continued. 

The concert series eclectic 
lineup, arranged by Director of 
Park & Recreation Rob Blick, 
includes North County Band, 
Soulful Country, and Bob Button 
Band with the music of the Big 
Band Era. Concerts are every 
Sunday from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. all 
summer.

The concerts rely on company 
and private donations, as well 
as an underwriter - this season 
it is SpreadMusicNow, a town-
based organization co-founded by 
Richard Wenning and Greg Young 
of Redding. 

“It was great that this organiza-
tion stepped forward. It’s going to 
increase the quality of the bands. 
Already I have seven other 
sponsors. Each individual 
concert has sponsors and 
cosponsors as well. It’s not 
too late to donate,” Blick said.

He chose the bands that will 
perform from ones that applied 
for the popular series back in 
February.

The outdoor music is a key draw 
among residents in Redding and a 
highly suggested way for locals to 
experience their community, Blick 
noted. “When you’re new to town 
someone will ask you, have you 
been to a Concert on the Green? 
Bands that played before return 
and there is a mix with new bands 
that never played. No band plays 
two years in a row. Bands have to 
get their requests in by Feb. 1 and 
I put together the lineup. I think 
it’s varied,” Blick said.

The concerts bring out about 
250 to 300 people, on the higher 
side with bigger bands and known 
bands. The spectators come with a 
picnic, some arriving early to get 
a good parking spot and enjoy the 

evening. “Cars park as far away as 
the elementary school,” Blick said.

Because the town’s layout is 
spread apart, a Green concert is a 
good way to get people who live in 
Redding (who might not otherwise 
run into one another) together in a 
fun way in one place, he continued.

“Concerts on the Green bring the 
community together,” Blick said.

Connecticut native Wenning 
moved to Redding after a varied 
career in public service. He was 
an associate commissioner of edu-
cation in Colorado where he lived 
for many years prior to launching 
SpreadMusicNow. The foundation 
funds music education programs 
for children in Connecticut cities 
including Bridgeport, Danbury, 
and Norwalk.

SpreadMusicNow is estab-
lished as a fund through Red-
ding-based BeFoundation at 
Fairfield County’s Community 

Foundation to help musically-in-
spired children and teens develop 
as musicians and creative thinkers.

“Redding has a very strong arts 
community. We want to invest in 
where we live while we refocus on 
those that have much less in other 
towns, underserved children in 
Connecticut that would otherwise 
not have the opportunity to benefit 
from music education,” said 
Wenning.

Concerts on the Green are 
from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Sundays 
on the Redding Town Green at 
100 Hill Road. Call 938-5036, 
extension 3:00 after 4:00 p.m. 
for concert status due to weather.
g

Schedule:
June 19 / Connecticut Grateful  
Dead All-Stars 
June 26 / North County Band
July 3 / Bob Button

July 10 / Kurt and Helen Band
July 17 / The British Legends 
of Rock
July 24 / Generation Blues Band
July 31 / Gunsmoke
August 7  / Drew Bordeaux – 
The Track
August 14 / Shaded Soul
August 21 / Mary Beth Sippin
August 28 / Bock & Blu

Redding Park and Recreation’s 
Spring brochure features summer 
Camp Offerings, Fitness Classes, 
Adult Co-ed Softball, Afterschool 
Sports Classes, Extended Day, 
Family Bingo, Open Gyms, a 
Pickleball Tournament, Preschool 
Programs, a Broadway Trip and 
more! 

You can find it on the town 
website townofreddingct.org

THEY WALK THE WALK & RAISE THE BUCKS!
Every year since 2012, a group of 8 golfers from the Redding Country Club

walk, carry and play 54-holes in one day to support regional charities.

In 2020, we raised $16,000 for local pandemic relief via the United Way. In 2021, we raised 
$12,000 for the First Tee of Connecticut. On June 11, 2022, we walk again for the First Tee of Connecticut,

a youth development organization that uses the best of golf—honesty, courtesy, integrity, friendship, 
respect—to nurture the bonds of diverse and inclusive communities.

You don’t have to walk with us dawn-to-dusk (about 22 miles), but you can
support our effort to benefit the children and communities of Connecticut.

To see our story and to donate, use the QR code or visit the link below.

Thank you on behalf of the Redding Country Club community, 
Dana Taylor and Brian Meehl

one.bidpal.net/reddinggolfmarathon/welcome

Photo by Alice Smith
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Barlow Students witness 
mock car crash l By Linda Meyer Mitchell

Safety at Prom season and beyond
Your teen will thank you…eventually l  By Liz Jorgensen

Our family’s last Prom season 
was 2016. The youngest of our 
four children was a senior at Joel 
Barlow High School and I have 
to admit that I could not wait for 
it to be over! Each year since our 
eldest daughter was in high school 
(she will be 35 in June) the Prom 
and Graduation pomp, the cost, 
permissiveness and insanity just 
grew. Here I hope to empower any 
parent wanting to restore sanity to 
the wonderful traditions of Prom 
and Graduation.

All four of our teens strongly 
objected to any level of parental 
input over Prom. Now, at ages 35, 
33, 26 and 23, they think back and 
say: “Geez, that was a stupid plan/
request/lie, etc.” The short-term 
grief of setting sane limits will be 
reaped 100-fold by young adults 
who understand there are limits 
in life, and that safety is its own 
natural limit.

If you see your role solely 
as supporting your own child’s 
popularity and social posturing 
among their peers, then read no 
further. I can sympathize. But if 
you give in to plans you know are 
unsafe, you have already sown the 
seeds of trouble. If you are open 
to some “tough love” parenting 
advice, I offer the following:

Remember, and make sure your 
child understands, that the events 
and associated costs of Prom are 
a PRIVILEGE and not a right! 
And make a filter for judging all 
requests Safety First. 

1. Is my child’s proposed Prom 
plan safe and reasonable?

Teens traveling alone, late at 
night, to an unattended vacation 
house for a weekend is neither safe 
nor sane. Parents serving alcohol, 
or hiring party buses that allow 
alcohol to be consumed, is neither 

safe nor legal! Parents getting 
tipsy or drunk at lavish pre-Prom 
picture-taking events is neither 
safe nor responsible. These are 
just some of situations we found 
ourselves in with our own kids. 
And yes, I was “the meanest, 
psycho mother” who questioned 
such things and said “no”. All my 
kids survived, still have friends and 
realize how dumb the parents were 
who allowed all that nonsense.

2. Is this a plan that other parents 
have approved, or is my kid just 
saying that?

Well, dear reader, I have to admit 
that sometimes my own kids were 
lying when they said “Everyone 
already has permission!” But, 
sadly, sometimes they were telling 
the truth. When I would call to 
verify, I had some conversations 
like these:

“Well, yes, we are not thrilled 
about the 20 teens going to our 
VT house alone, but our neighbors 
will keep an eye out. And they 
are going to party all weekend 
anyway. If they are at our house, it 
will be safer.”

Or, “It is none of your business 
that we are serving alcohol. The 
teens are locked in. You are so 
naïve - they all will get drunk 
anyway...”

Luckily, though, I have often 
had a different response: 

“I am so glad you called. We 
were so worried too about this 
idea! I am not going to let my kid 
go either! That was a nutty plan? 
What can we do?”

Know your own safety 
boundaries, explain them to your 
teen, and stick to them! Your 
child may still choose to break the 
rules. But let them know what the 
consequences will be if they lie 
and flout expectations.

3. What safe plans has the school 
made?

Many high schools/PTAs etc, 
spend a great deal of time and 
money creating amazing post-
Prom events that are poorly 
attended due to competing parties. 
Try to get your child’s friend group 
on board through positive parental 
pressure to attend such events 
instead.

4. Can we afford it? And even if 
we can, is this money well spent?

I have seen dresses that cost 
$700+, stretch Hummer limos 
that cost thousands, all manner 
of conspicuous spending, often 
connected to unsafe plans. 
Sometimes the price tags around 
Prom and Graduation would be 
more appropriate for a small 
wedding, not a school dance. Prom 
is a night, not a weekend; Prom is 
an event, not a TV reality show!

Help your child learn that 
sticking to budget is always a good 
idea. Help them financially with 
only the parts of the plan that you 
feel are safe and reasonable. It has 
to work for your family, no matter 
what others are doing. 

When my husband and I 
had to say “no” to a plan, we 
would always counter-offer with 
something else, including help in 
planning, financing, etc. I can’t say 
that our kids always did what we 
thought was better. But the couple 
of times they abandoned the plan, 
the teens did in fact agree that it 
was a dumb idea--after the fact, 
of course. But it didn’t take them 
long to see that!!!

Wishing you a safe and sane 
Prom and Graduation season!  g

Liz Driscoll Jorgensen is a 
Redding resident and parent 

of 4, and the owner of Insight 
Counseling LLC in Ridgefield

Sports 

Winning streak is 35 
and counting l By Rocco Valluzzo

Since the beginning of the season 
the Joel Barlow High School boys 
varsity volleyball team has had a 
very specific goal in mind.

The Falcons are on a mission to 
capture their second straight state 
Class M championship. Along the 
way they have also accomplished 
something else for their efforts.

They are currently on a 35-match 
winning streak, dating back to 
the beginning of last season. That 
streak also includes a 105-1 record 
in set victories, the lone loss 
coming in the state championships 
against Newington last season.

But head coach Kevin Marino 
and his team are more concerned 
with the task at hand. In fact, they 
hardly even talk about their perfect 
record.

“It definitely puts some pressure 
on the guys; I’ll say that,” said 
Marino, a former Barlow volleyball 
player himself who graduated in 
2011.” We just try to focus on 
each individual set and making 
sure we’re playing our brand of 
volleyball.”

During this streak Barlow 
has dealt with some challenging 
opponents, such as South-West 
Conference rivals Newtown and 
Masuk in particular. New Canaan 
also pushed the team hard in this 
season’s opening match.

“They want to take a set off us 
or a whole match off us just to be 
the first ones to do it in a while,” 
said Marino. “It’s really kudos to 
our guys about how much they 
prepare themselves to be able to 
perform the way they have.”

Much of the credit for the 
success this season he attributes to 
the leadership of senior captains 
Carter Janki, Leo Houser, Will 
Villhauer and Ben Cerbin.

“Sometimes you’re just lucky 
to get a group of kids who push 
you to care even more than you 
already do, and they come in to the 
gym everyday just wanting to get 
better,” he said. “Also, they care 
a lot about leaving success behind 
them in terms of making sure the 
younger kids are up to speed. 
They’re just really special leaders, 
really special people. That’s what 
makes us stand out, just how hard 
they work.”

Marino cites offense as another 
of Barlow’s strength, including its 
hitting. A key component is the 
setting of Houser, who recorded 
his 1,000th career assist in a win 
over Daniel Hand of Madison on 
May 2.

“He’s maybe the smartest kid 
I’ve ever coached in terms of the 
game, just always thinking kind 
of two steps ahead putting people 
in positions to be successful,” he 
said. “He just gives our hitters a 
really easy time to go hit, typically 
against one block.” 

Villhauer, who was a middle 
hitter last year, has made a big 
impact at outside hitter. Also key 
to Barlow’s offense are Janki, a 
second-year player, and junior 
Ryan Schmid.

“We just want to put more 
banners on the wall, that’s really 
the ultimate thing for us,” said 
Marino. “The goal is really just 
to win states and bring that home 
for the school, that’s been on our 
whiteboard since day one. They 
know that the job is not finished yet 
so you won’t see them celebrating 
after wins. They don’t want to 
celebrate until that trophy is in our 
hands.” g

Photo by  By Rocco Valluzzo

Senior Leo Houser recorded 
his 1,000th career assist in the 
Joel Barlow boys varsity 
volleyball team’s match against 
Daniel Hand of Madison. The 
Falcons have won 35 straight match-
es since last season and are concen-
trating on winning a second straight 
state Class M championship.

Three Barlow students were 
in an accident when their car ran 
into a pole, resulting in the death 
of a student who went through 
the windshield and the arrest of 
the driver, who was operating the 
vehicle while intoxicated and tex-
ting. Fortunately, that is just a sce-
nario set up for the mock car crash 
held at Joel Barlow High School 
on April 26th and not a real inci-
dent, but it is exactly the kind of 
accident organizers hope will be 
prevented by giving teens a real 
feel for what can happen when 
they are driving distracted or under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Three Barlow students portrayed 
the car’s driver and passengers, 
and first responders from Easton 
and Redding participated. As the 
simulation began, the car was 
lodged against a pole and 911 was 
called, but students watched and 
waited for quite a while for the 
police, fire truck and ambulance to 
arrive.  The delay simulated how 
long it could take for help to arrive 
in our towns, especially when 
accidents occur late at night and 

few people are around to witness 
an accident and call for help.  One 
of the passenger actors was in 
shock witnessing the death of her 
friend and trying to revive her, 
the distraught driver was arrested 
and put in a police car, and first 
responders used the jaws of life 
to extract the third passenger and 
pronounced her “dead” at the 
scene. 

Watching the mock crash was 
a sobering experience and seemed 
to make a large impact on the stu-
dent audience. Many attendees felt 
the deeply personal story of an 
accident shared by one of the first 
responders at the end of the simu-
lation was what hit home the most.

The mock crash was the 
brainchild of parent Laura 
Wheatley, who was inspired to 
take action four years ago after a 
few tragic accidents occurred with 
young drivers in our town. Laura 
set up the first crash in 2018 as 
part of her work with the Easton 
Redding Community Coalition 
and collaborated again with 
administrators and first responders 

who were eager to set up this 
year’s event. For Laura the most 
important thing to communicate 
is that all types of distractions to 
driving are dangerous and there is 
a need for ongoing conversations 
on the topic with our children.

Barlow’s principal, Mario 
Almeida, said the event was for 

all Barlow juniors and seniors, 
but mandatory for any student 
who will be attending Prom on 
May 20.  Almeida said he never 
sleeps on the night of Prom, but 
hopes education efforts such as 
the mock crash will help students 
to make good decisions and stay 
safe. Mock crash attendees were 

Photo by Michael Mitchell

First responders arrive and spring into action at 
mock car crash held at Joel Barlow High School on April 26th.

encouraged to have a designated 
driver or use Uber or Safe Rides 
(203-306-0604 / Instagram 
saferidesreddingeaston) which 
is a free, no questions asked, 
local rides program open Friday 
and Saturday night from 10 p.m. to 
1 a.m.  g



Why we made 
Redding home l By Jeanne Ammermuller 

Has anything surprised you 
about living here?
•   For such a remote area,
   everything we need is just a
    quick 10-15 min drive away
     We’ve had a lot of fun 
     exploring some of the 
     surrounding towns too. 
•   Spectacular wildlife. In this
     first year, we’ve seen bobcats,
     foxes, and bears (oh my!), as
     well as countless impressive 
     birds. 

What do you like most about 
living in Redding?

The amount of time we spend 
outside. Even in the winter months, 
we find ourselves venturing out at 
least once a day to enjoy the natu-
ral beauty of Redding 

What would you like to see 
changed or improved?
•   As dog owners, it would be
    great  to see more options for
    off-leash spaces they could 
    play in. 
•   We would love to see the 
     Redding Roadhouse bring back
     Ramen night permanently. It
     was our favorite weekly 
     tradition but sadly it’s only
     seasonal. 

What are your favorite things to 
do in town?
•   Morning hikes with 
     our dog at Huntington State
     Park
•   Breakfast at Redding Ridge
    Market 
•   Bike rides around the reservoir

Nearby?
•   We love going to see films at 
     the Prospector Theater in 
     Ridgefield.
•   Having dinner outdoors at
    Note in Bethel
•   Jennings Beach in Fairfield

What is your advice for 
newcomers?

Lean into Facebook! Some of 
the local Redding groups were re-
ally helpful in connecting us with 
neighbors, local events, and places 
to explore. 

What do you miss about the 
place you come from?

Access to the ocean. Although 
Long Island Sound is beautiful, 
we miss the big waves of the 
Pacific. g
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As part of a regular feature in 
the Sentinel, we are speaking to 
town residents new and not so new 
to get their take on why they moved 
here, why they stay and what they 
like about our hometown. 

This issue, we spoke with Mark 
Rosenbloom (29) and Ethan Paris-
en (32) who moved to Redding in 
May 2021 with their dog Ellie and 
cat Click. Mark is an Operations 
Manager for Via, a transit technol-
ogy company, and Ethan leads on-
line sales for KIND Snacks. They 
both work remotely from home.

How did you hear about Redding?
Mark’s grandparents have lived 

in Redding his whole life. When 
we were looking for places to 
settle down, we explored nearby 
areas like South Salem, Mount 
Kisco, and northern CT. Ultimate-
ly Redding ticked all of our boxes 
and then some. 

What qualities made it seem like 
a good place to live?
•   Small town feel
•   Beautiful landscape and lots 
      to do outside
•   History
•   Direct access to NYC
•   Great schools
•   Strong sense of community

What made you ultimately 
move here?

Our home. After looking at 
hundreds of listings online, our 
now home in Redding was the one 
we could not get off our minds. 
We lived in California while house 
hunting and first saw the house in 
person on the day we closed. For-
tunately, we had friends and family 
do several walk-throughs and the 
feedback was unanimous, “This is 
the one.” 

What makes your home special 
to you?

Our home was built in 1957 and 
the saying seems to be true, “They 
don’t make them like this any-
more.” It needed cosmetic updates 
and a little elbow grease, but for-
mer residents took excellent care 
of the house over the years. We 
love the small details like a Dutch 
door opening to the backyard and 
the fireplace in the kitchen. 

We are also fortunate to have 
a beautiful yard with rhododen-
drons shielding the property from 
the street, mature trees and several 
gardens which really makes our 
home feel like an oasis.

In case you 
missed it

The fiscal year 2022-23 town budget of $51,461,424 passed at 
referendum on May 3. All capital projects were also approved. The real 
estate and personal property mil rate for the next fiscal year will be 33.34. 
For motor vehicles, the mil rate will be 32.46 thanks to a cap imposed in the 
recent CT budget. g
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Topstone Park l By Donna Christopher Trail Volunteers keep a popular resource 
well-manicured and safe l By Rob Sample

Park and Recreation Director 
Rob Blick would ask someone 
new to Redding if they’ve been to 
Topstone Park and suggest they go. 
The town-owned recreation area is 
a source of pride and enjoyment 
for residents. 

The wooded 280-acre park has 
scenic nature trails and a focal point 
of a 28-acre pond for swimming, 
kayaking, and canoeing. There’s 
a sandy beach, lifeguards, floats, 
and pretty views.

Less than a mile’s walk on Pond 
Trail brings you to a scenic view of 
Steichen’s Pond with water views 
along the way from the top of 
Topstone Mountain. Saddleback 
Trail has water views along the 
way and Stuart Chase Long View 
Trail at the end has distant views 
of Long Island Sound.

The park belonged to the estate 
of the notable photographer and 
decades-long resident Edward 
Steichen. Steichen’s long career 
included being Director of the 
Department of Photography at 
the Museum of Modern Art, 
where he curated The Family of 
Man exhibit of photographs from 
around the world. When he lived 
in Paris in his early years, Steichen 
photographed famous artists, 
including sculptor Auguste Rodin 
who he studied for a year to best 
capture his subject. 

He is noted for turning 
photography into an art form as 
well as for fashion and celebrity 
photography. Greta Garbo and 
Charlie Chaplin were among his 
famous subjects. 

Steichen came to West Redding 
in 1929 and bought 450 acres of 
an abandoned farm and called 
it Umpawaug Farm. He lived in 
a prefab house on the property, 
then in 1939, a Mid-Century 
Modern House was built for him 
on Topstone Road where he lived 
until his death in 1973 at age 93. 
Steichen was “the country’s most 
celebrated and highest priced 
photographer,” according to a 
New York Times article reporting 

his death.
Steichen sold nearly a third of 

his property when in his 90s; in 
addition to the Topstone property 
to Redding he sold 117 acres to the 
Redding Land Trust. An additional 
117 acres were purchased by 
Redding Open Lands, Inc., a 
land preservation organization 
in Redding. Forty of those acres 
were subsequently deeded to the 
Connecticut Audubon Society.

In addition to his renowned 
visual arts and museum career 
Steichen was a notable horticul-
turist. He crossbred delphiniums 
and other flowers on his West 
Redding farm. Among these were 
Carl Sandburg delphiniums. No-
bel Prize-winning poet and author 
Sandburg was his brother-in-law 
and friend.

Topstone is Redding’s only 
municipal park. It is managed 
primarily as a swimming club for 
Redding residents who pay an an-
nual fee. Parking, picnic facilities, 
floats, and canoes are provided for 
the convenience of residents.

It became a town swimming 
park in 1973 Blick said. The place 
will elicit a “wow” from first-time 
visitors, he said.

Residents may purchase a 
family pass for the season or 
buy day passes. “One of the best 
things is our kayaks and canoes are 
included. They sign them out once 
they pay admission. It’s not very 
crowded. It’s a beautiful natural, 
spring-fed pond. The water goes 
over the dam. There’s a little 
alcove where lilies grow, not in the 
swimming area. Our lifeguards are 
great. People love them. They’re 
friendly. They’re good. I get 
compliments about the lifeguards 
all the time. Summer camp goes 
down there twice a week,” he said.

The park is the site of the 
town’s Acoustic Series. Events this 
summer include both Mexican and 
Caribbean music and food events - 
announced on the Town’s website.
g

Barlow Beat l By Griffin Ellis

Not many municipalities an 
hour outside of New York City 
boast the abundance of open space 
that Redding has. The town is 
crisscrossed by 70 miles of bucol-
ic trails that are ideal for walking, 
hiking and horseback riding – and, 
during snowy months, cross-coun-
try skiing.

As the weather warms, the trails 
become popular among both Red-
ding residents and non-residents. 
Thanks to the efforts of the Trail 
Tenders, those many miles of trails 
are safe and easily traversed by 
novices and experts alike. 

“Redding is well known for its 
trail system and extensive open 
space,” notes Stuart Green, who 
coordinates the Trail Tenders with 
the help of Assistant Trail Manager 
Jeff Morgan. Green serves on the 
town’s Conservation Commission 
and has lived in Redding since 
1983. 

Green says “I was invited to 
join the Trail Tenders by a friend, 
signed up to work on a trail and 
I’ve been involved in it ever since.”

Tina Miller, a colleague of 
Green’s on the Conservation Com-
mission and a longtime Trail Ten-
der, says the volunteers’ efforts are 
beneficial to everyone who lives in 
Redding. Most residents live with-
in a half mile of a maintained trail 
and can reach many parts of the 
town on foot. 

“We’re fortunate to have this 
amazing trail system” says Mill-
er, whose name is on a trail not 
far from where she lives. “It’s a 
wonderful way for people to be 
outdoors and in nature – within a 
short distance you’ll cross woods, 
open fields, hills and rocky terrain. 
That’s made possible because of 
the enormous labor of our volun-
teers. Being a Trail Tender is huge 
work.”

Most volunteers are responsible 
for one trail. Volunteers are ex-
pected to perform a thorough trail 
maintenance at least twice per sea-
son. “Still, most of our Trail Ten-
ders are out much more frequently 
than that, and are often out work-
ing on a weekly basis,” Green says.

“Getting the trails ready at this 
time of year is a busy job,” Green 
points out. “We’ve been fortunate 
to have a steady stream of volun-
teers. We get interest in volunteer-
ing from the Redding Land Trust 
website, and often a Trail Tender 
will refer someone they know. 
That’s good because people do 
move away and retire.”

The main “tools of the trade” for 
Trail Tenders are branch loppers 
and a hand saw. The first walk-
through of warm weather requires 
removing dead branches that have 
fallen onto the trail during the 
winter. Trail tenders also trim new 
vines, branches and overgrowth 
that will eventually make passage 
on the trail difficult.

Trail Tenders follow a written 
procedures guide and file reports 
each time they work on a trail. 
They use a web-based reporting 
app to do this, enabling leadership 
to keep up with their progress.

“We’ve never had a serious ac-
cident in the Trail Tenders,” Green 
notes. “As a Trail Tender you al-
ways have to be aware of what 
you’re doing. Even if you’re just 
carrying a hand saw…”

The Tree Tenders recently con-
ducted its first workshop on chain-
saw safety, covering how to make 
proper cuts and emphasizing the 
need to slow down and stay safe.  
“After major storms we’ll have 

‘windfall,’ where, for instance, 
a fallen tree will make a trail im-
passable,” Green explains. “That’s 
when chainsaw work is necessary. 
We’ve developed a chainsaw crew 
to work on blocked trails. And 
sometimes, if it is a big job, we’ll 
call in a professional tree company.”

Volunteers see an abundance of 
wildlife on the trails.  “I saw my 
first black bear a year and a half 
ago, which was exciting,” says 
Green. “I had seen them on the side 
of roads but never on a trail. We 
also do have bobcats in Redding… 
White-tailed deer are common and 
there are plenty of coyotes, but 
they prefer to stay hidden.”

Although leading the Trail 
Tenders is a volunteer role, for 
Green it is a full-time job, Miller 
points out. Green, his predecessor 
Fred Schroeder, and Land Trust 
Co-President Gordon Loery have 
made the group into a structured, 
welcoming organization, and they 
were able to build a quality crew of 
enthusiastic volunteers as a result.

The influx of newcomers into 
Redding has brought a brand-new 
set of volunteers. Still, new volun-
teers are always welcome. If you’d 
like more details, contact Stuart 
Green at (203) 938-4020. g

 

May is the final push to-
wards the end of the school year. 
Students taking college-level 
Advanced Placement classes took 
final exams at the beginning of 
May. Getting a good score on AP 
exams is important for college 
credit.

Prom is scheduled for May 
20th. Around the same time are 
the elections for 2022-2023 Class 
and Student Councils, Barlow’s 
student government bodies. Stu-
dents participating in Class Coun-
cil and Student Council advocate 
for the needs of their class and 
school, respectively. They also 
help plan events, fundraise, and 
boost school spirit.

Barlow’s National Honors So-
ciety is hosting a 5k Color Run on 
Sunday, June 5th. Run on Barlow 
cross-country trails, volunteers 
throw colored powder at runners 
as they pass by. The event supports 
Mikey’s Way foundation, which 
supplies children with electronics 

Popup Bagels l By Susan Clark

What started as just an idea 
eighteen months ago has become 
a dream come true for Adam 
Goldberg, the proprietor of 
Popupbagels in Georgetown (and 
Manhattan and Westport).  With 
no marketing, his small business 
has been featured in the New 
York Times and he appears to be 
taking the bagel world by storm.

In an interview with the 
Redding Sentinel, Goldberg talked 
about a business model based on 
providing customers the freshest 
bagel possible.  “When you order 
a bagel pickup for 10:00, it goes 
in the oven at 9:00” he said.  He 
has no interest in having trays of 
bagels sitting around waiting for 
a buyer. Clearly this is a winning 
formula – and one he’s sticking to. 
There are no plans to expand the 
product line from bagels.

This insistence on freshness 
means the bagels are not the least 
expensive you’ll find. Goldberg’s 
food costs are up 30-40% since 

December and he has had to raise 
prices 7%.  Still, the business has 
more than 350 subscribers who 
pick up weekly or bi-weekly orders.

There are more locations 
to come, including a seasonal 
one in a famous resort area. 
I won’t divulge which one.

How did this rising star of the 
bagel world end up in Redding, 
in the former home of the 
Georgetown Saloon? Simple.  The 
space was available.  It’s a “cool 
location” and the facility was clean 
and built out. Georgetown is a hub 
for Ridgefield, Wilton, Weston and 
Redding so provides good access 
to those towns.

Goldberg now loves the 
Georgetown Main Street and its 
community. He’ll be participating 
in Georgetown Day on June 12, 
handing out half-bagels. But, 
no plans to move his family to 
Redding from Westport. Yet.

For information and to order, 
e-mail info@popupbagels.com g

during cancer treatment and hon-
ors the memory of Barlow-alum 
Mikey Friedman. Tickets can be 
purchased through the MySchool-
Bucks website, and there is a do-
nation box for those who can’t 
attend.

There are many student accom-
plishments to note. Fifteen seniors 
and twenty-two juniors were se-
lected into the Joel Barlow Lega-
cy Society. Seniors Jalen Johnson 
(Tennis) and Isabel Petron (Soc-
cer, Track) were named our CIAC 
Scholar-Athletes for the year. 
Isabel was named a semifinalist 
for the 2022 Presidential-Scholar 
award. Baseball player Matt Scott 
and lacrosse player Ashley Young 
earned the SWC leadership award. 
Senior football player Carter Janki 
earned the Scholar Athlete award 
from the National Football Foun-
dation.  

Please follow JBHS’s student 
news show, The Nest, on insta-
gram @thenest.jbhs g

Photo by Stuart H. Green 

Trail Tenders at the Game of Logging chain saw workshop cohosted by the 
Redding Land Trust and the Redding Conservation Commission.
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Theodore W. Volckhausen died 
August 1, 2021. He was 8 days 
short of his 81st birthday.  He lived 
in Redding from 1950 to 1965 and 
later, from 2009 to 2021. He was 
the son of Theodore G. Volck-
hausen and Ruth Volckhausen, 
and brother of Lisa Volckhausen 
McCann of Redding, and Philip 
Volckhausen of Paonia, Colorado.

Ted attended Redding School, 
the only school in Redding in the 

Revaluation recuts the pie
By Susan Clark 

“Local taxes are based on the 
value of homes and over time those 
values rise and fall at different 
rates.  I like to use the analogy of 
a pie. Your share of local taxes is 
based on the value of your home, 
so a revaluation is conducted to 
rebalance the pie.” John Ford, 
Redding’s Assessor, explains 
revaluation in an interview.

Ford, a Connecticut native 
who became Redding’s assessor 
in 2007, began his career in New 
Haven and later became Assessor 
in Burlington.  He has worked in 
the field since 1999.

The 2022 revaluation is an 
update to the full revaluation that 
took place in 2017.  In an update 
the valuation model is updated 
based on sales data. There is no 
physical inspection of properties. 
In a full revaluation the valuation 
model is updated and an inspection 
is made of each property. Given the 
extraordinary housing turnover, 
and high prices paid, in Redding 
in the past few years – largely due 
to Covid – there is sure to be an 
impact on the slices of the pie this 
year. 

“It remains to be seen which 
styles and property types will see 
the most change.  In speaking 
with real estate professionals over 
the past two years we’ve seen 
housing inventory in general sell 
very quickly and more recently is 
selling at or above asking price... 
Preliminary data shows real estate 
growth in Redding consistent 
with other area towns that did 

1950s, the Loomis School, Yale 
University, and Harvard Law 
School. He served as a lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army infantry in Vietnam.

He lived in Manhattan after the 
Army and worked as an editor/
publisher of Bankers Research 
in Westport. He loved Redding 
and spent many weekends here, 
visiting his parents, playing tennis 
and seeing friends.  He sang in 
several choral groups in New 
York, including the Canterbury 
Choral Society and the choir at 
Calvary St. George Church, where 
he served as a warden and led a 
popular Bible study group.

Ted is survived by his sister 
and brother and by a niece and 
two nephews, as well as a brother-
in-law, Johrden McDevitt, and 
sister-in-law, Lee Ellen Eula 
Volckhausen. g

revaluation projects last year” 
Ford wrote.

Assessments will be completed 
later this year and will take effect 
for the October 1, 2022 Grand 
List.  The tax bills going out for 
July 2023 will be based on the new 
Assessments.

Ford explained the appeals 
process once assessments are 
made. “As with every revaluation 
project, homeowners will have 
two chances to appeal their 
assessment. The first chance will 
be in December of this year.  New 
assessment notices will be sent 
out sometime in November and 
homeowners will be able to meet 
informally with Vision Government 
Solutions to discuss their new 
assessment.  The second chance 
will be the formal appeal process 
with the Board of Assessment 
Appeals.  Homeowners who want 
to challenge their assessment must 
file an application by February 
20th, 2023.  The Board will 
have hearings in March of 2023.  
Applications for appeal will be 
available in my office and online at 
the town website by late December 
early January of 2023.”

Bearing in mind that we have 
400 or so new families in town, the 
Sentinel invited Ford to address 
Redding residents directly. He 
replied, “given that we have a lot 
of new residents moving in from 
out of state I would just let them 
know that revaluation is just the 
process to have equity in taxation.”
 g

Obituary

Theodore W. Volckhausen  
 By Lisa Volckhausen McCann

Baekeland family history in Redding l By Hugh Karraker

Redding’s physical beauty and 
rural character have been enjoyed 
and protected by families from 
the early 19th century onward. 
My own Redding family story 
began in the mid-1940s when my 
grandmother Nina Wyman moved 
here. Nina was the daughter of Leo 
H. and Céline Baekeland, Belgian 
immigrants who came to America 
in 1889 and settled in Yonkers, 
New York. Leo, a noted chemist 
and entrepreneur, manufactured 
Velox photographic paper and 
invented and initially produced 
the first totally synthetic plastic, 
Bakelite.

Nina and her second husband, 
Phillips “Phil” Wyman purchased 
a large working farm during the 
Second World War at the end 
of Dorethy Road. Beside the 
original farmhouse, the Wymans 
built a one-story retirement home 
with a natural rock swimming 
pool. They named the property 
“Cairdeas”- Friendship in Gaelic. 
Phil’s brother, Edward, lived in the 
farm house, which Nina dubbed 
the “Red Onion” because the farm 
grew onions. After Phil’s death in 
1955, Nina remained in the house. 
She held large Thanksgiving 
dinners, serving great food, and let 
us kids dress in native costumes 
and play musical instruments 
she had collected from the many 
countries she had visited on her 
world cruises. In summers, we 
enjoyed swimming in the pool. 
After Nina died in 1975, the house 
and property were purchased by 
Basil Kaiser of Wilton, CT. 

In 1947, Nina’s daughter Céline 
- my mother - was given the large 
Victorian house at 186 Cross 
Highway by her grandmother, for 
whom she was named. She and 
her husband, my father, William 
“Bill” Karraker, a lawyer and 
commercial airline pilot, moved 
in and subsequently purchased 
22 acres of land across the road at 
the corner of Cross Highway and 
Black Rock Turnpike, where they 
built a stable and a riding ring. 
The Redding Pony Club held an 
annual event there to benefit Jessie 
Sanford’s Boys Club (now the 
Redding Boys and Girls Club). My 
mother later donated nine acres of 
the land, now known as Karraker 
Field, to the Redding Land Trust. 
The remaining land, to the west, 
was sold to a private owner. 

Bill Karraker passed away in 
1986. In 1996, Céline moved to 
Southbury, and left the house and 
its adjacent barn on three acres 
to me and my wife, actor Sherry 
Arell. We moved to Redding 
from New York, intending to 
turn the house into a Bed and 
Breakfast but, after nine months, 
we abandoned that idea. Instead, 
we renovated the barn into a cozy 
apartment and lived there, renting 
out the large house, usually on a 
short-term basis to families who 
were building elsewhere in town. 
Mom passed away in 2006, but 
she and Bill left a lasting legacy 
of conservation and betterment for 
Redding. 

Redding’s allure also attracted 
Nina Wyman’s first husband, 
George “Rollie” Roll, whose 
brother Sylvester and wife 
Barbara lived at 10 Sanfordtown 
Road. In the 60s, George Roll 
lived in the log cabin behind 10 
Cross Highway. Then, in the 70s, 
George had a pre-fab cedar log 
cabin assembled on a lot beside 
the waterfall on Diamond Hill 
Road. This was part of a large 
property on the other side of the 
stream owned by a family named 
Goldstone. After the land was 
subdivided, a barn on the property 
was converted into a home by my 
uncle, George Roll’s eldest son, 
artist Baekeland “Baeke” Roll and 
his wife Katherine “Katie”. There 
they raised a daughter, Jeremy, 
along with several children from 
Katie’s former family. I remember 
playing tennis at the property and 
attending gatherings of family 
and friends at Christmas time. 
Now called InSitu, it is the home 

and sculpture garden of Michael 
Marocco. 

Leo and Céline Baekeland’s 
other child, George, also had a 
connection to Redding. George 
and his wife, Grace, lived in nearby 
Fairfield. George’s youngest child 
by a former marriage, Frederick, a 
psychiatrist in New York, bought a 
weekend house on Ledgeway Road 
with his wife, Elizabeth. After 
their divorce, Liz bought a house 
on Beeholm Road, earned a real 
estate license, and began working 
closely with local contractors. 
She befriended Wall Street tycoon 
Frank Manheim, owner of a two-
hundred-acre property on Poverty 
Hollow Road. Liz bought four 
acres from him that included 
an old farmhouse and a small 
gardener’s cottage/greenhouse/
tack room that she converted into 
a dwelling for herself after selling 
off the farmhouse. During the 80s, 
the cottage became the weekend 
get-away for John Russell, Chief 
Art Critic of the New York Times 
and his wife, lecturer Rosamond 
Bernier. When the Russells left 
Redding in 2001, Sherry and I 
sold the Cross Highway house 
and moved into the Russell’s 
cottage in the Hollow. We love the 
neighborhood and the quiet. 

I’m honored and humbled to be 
part of this large, amazing family 
and this town and to be able to 
continue the legacy of my parents, 
protecting land and buildings and 
the way of life in Redding. 

If you have any questions, 
please email me at karraker@
optonline.net - I’d be interested 
in reading about your family in 
Redding. g
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Book Review

Max Jacob, A Life in Art 
and Letters 
 By Rosanna Warren / 712 pp. Norton. $45 

Library Corner  

By Erin Shea Dummeyer  

Spring in Redding! I am 
enjoying the hallmarks of this 
town that signal Spring and 
warmer temperatures are finally 
on their way: the daffodil field, 
the Garden Club’s plant sale, the 
beloved Frog Frolic, and of course 
the Library’s Annual Appeal.

As I approach the end of Year 
One as Director of Mark Twain 
Library, I can’t help but reflect 
on my first year in Redding. It’s 
a bucolic town with an admirable 
appreciation for open space, but 
it also has some endearing quirks 
that I love to share with friends 
when they ask me how my new 
job is going. For example, soon 
after I started here in June, a 
patron contacted us because her 
library book had been eaten by a 
goat. In all the years I’ve worked 
in libraries, this was a first for 
me. Soon after that, I was invited 
to a birthday party for a llama. 
I attended with enthusiasm and 
was delighted when the entire 

group sang Happy Birthday to 
Elysse, who was turning 27 and 
wore a dazzling birthday sash. 

A further distinction that is very 
Redding is the spirit of volunteerism 
that is so alive and well in this 
town. I am constantly impressed 
by how many hours residents 
spend in service to the library, 
the PTA, the fire departments, 
and more. This feature of the 
community makes it a special 
place to live and spend time in.

Another unique thing I’ve 
noticed in Redding is that I often 
hear someone refer to another 
person as their “neighbor.” After 
further inquiry, it is revealed to me 
that they don’t actually live next 
door to each other, but just in the 
general vicinity, which may or may 
not be a mile down the road. The 
term “neighbor” is used loosely 
in Redding, to mean someone 
you are familiar with who may or 
may not live on an adjacent street.

This broad definition of the 

As a voracious reader since 
my early teens, I aspired to be an 
English Literature major in college 
and then go on to work in the trade 
book publishing industry in New 
York.  I fortunately accomplished 
both.  My love for reading has 
only intensified over the years and 
while knowing, or finding, what I 
want to read next is like breathing 
to me, I know that’s not true for 
most.   My goal in this column is to 
provide recommendations of some 
of the best books, best authors and 
best stories.  

For my introductory piece I’ve 
chosen the author Amor Towles.  He 
is arguably one of the most sought-
after contemporary novelists now 
and no wonder. He consistently 
shoots to the top of the New York 
Times bestseller list and his second 
novel, A Gentleman in Moscow, 
was a finalist for the 2016 Kirkus 
Prize in Fiction and Literature. His 
novels – all three very different – 
are rich in description, character 
development and plot.  His prose 
is almost musical yet remarkably 
easy to read.  His books are 
absolutely not to be missed.

The Rules of Civility
It’s New Year’s Eve 1938 in 

New York City. You’ll meet the 

Redding Neighbors & Newcomers extends a warm 
welcome to the Redding community. Whether you’ve just 
moved here or have lived here for 30 years, our events 

and groups offer fun social activities for everyone.

To join please visit reddingneighborsandnewcomers.org

Max Jacob, early Modernist 
poet and artist, was Pablo Picasso’s 
first friend in Paris. In ensuing 
years, he became a central fixture 
in the vanguard of emerging 
Modernism. Resurrecting his 
nearly forgotten reputation, 
Rosanna Warren amplifies 
Jacob’s story as a way to further 
comprehend a transformative 
time. Warren spent 30 years 
researching and writing what 
amounts to a deeper exploration 
of burgeoning Modernism. Her 
biography examines the insular 
conflicts, anxieties, contradictions, 
jealousies, buffoonery, heartbreak 
and genius characteristic of 
revolutionary artistic movements.  

Culture changes art and 
art changes culture to define 
distinctive times. Jacob’s fin-de- 
siècle Paris has a familiar feel of 
New York in the 1960s. 19-year-
old Pablo Picasso arriving in 
Montparnasse from Spain and 
shaking up the art world with 
cubism is not unlike 19-year-old 
Bob Dylan arriving in Greenwich 
Village from Minnesota and 
changing popular music. Max 
Jacob’s friendship with Picasso 
and his expanding constellation 
of friends, is roughly analogous to 
Dylan’s milieu of Beat poets and 
experimental artists, the Bateau 
Lavoir and its creative atmosphere 
not unlike Andy Warhol’s Factory. 
Achievements of Modernism 
become explicit as Warren gives 
us a vision of artistic Paris in the 
early 1900s. It is an acute vision. 

Warren’s analysis reveals how 
a curious lack of self-awareness 
afflicted Max Jacob. His poetry 
and familiar clownish antics 
inspired affection, but he often 
missed social cues. A Jew turned 
Catholic, he lived sporadically in 
monasteries unable to rectify his 
personal intimacies, infatuations 
that inspired his art but caused 
him great self-inflicted anguish. 
Art and poetry were constants 

in an otherwise fraught life until 
the world devoured him. Fervent 
religious engagement, like his 
attachment to astrology and social 
gallivanting, revealed a deeply 
conflicted and dysfunctional 
personality, but throughout his 
life he stayed loyal to friends 
like Pablo Picasso, Guillaume 
Apollinaire, and Jean Cocteau. 
They nevertheless seemed to 
agree with an observation made 
by an early friend: “Under Jacob’s 
dandyism lay immense sadness. 
Jacob was always on the edge 
of some crisis — of remorse, 
tenderness, or despair.” 

If poetry and art were his way of 
identifying purpose, his existential 
carapace was fragile and left him 
vulnerable. Jacob’s Christian 
conversion notwithstanding, the 
poet did not appreciate the real 
peril he faced as a born Jew. Nazis 
arrested Max Jacob on February 
24, 1944, and after a brief but 
harsh incarceration, he died of 
pneumonia in a hospital two days 
before he was to be transported 
to Auschwitz. Max Jacob, A Life 
in Arts and Letters, is a first-rate 
biography that revives the story of 
Modernism through the life of an 
early artistic figure among those 
great talents of that fulminating 
era.

Rosanna Warren grew up in 
Fairfield CT. She is the daughter 
of author Eleanor Clark and poet 
Robert Penn Warren. She has 
received many awards and honors, 
including from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters and 
the Guggenheim Foundation. 
She teaches at the University of 
Chicago and lives in Chicago. g
 

Tom Casey
is author of Human Error and 

Strangers’ Gate, 
and co-producer of film 

documentary, Flying Boat 

term “neighbor” is something I 
really appreciate about Redding, 
and one of the reasons I wanted to 
serve a small town. Part of Mark 
Twain Library’s mission is to be 
Redding’s center for intellectual, 
educational, social, and cultural 
enrichment. We strive to be the 
center of the “neighborhood,” 
where members of our community 
can meet each other, learn a new 
skill, broaden their minds, or just 
enjoy a book without having to 
purchase anything. In other words, 
our goal is to be neighborly. Stop 
in and say hello. Sign up for a 
library card if you don’t already 
have one. In the indelible words 
of Mr. Rogers, “Won’t you be my 
neighbor?” g

Erin Dummeyer
is Mark Twain Library Director  

Good books for good readers l By Margi Esten

The Mark Twain Library’s 
Conversations committee won 
the 2022 “Excellence in Public 
Library Service” award from the 
Connecticut Library Association 
(CLA) for its Conversations Series. 
The award is given out annually to 
the public library that has provided 
an outstanding program or service 
to its community.  

CLA Awards Committee 
Representative Karin Goodell 
explained that the series resonated 
with the awards committee as 
“a positive example of how a 
community library can provide 
a forum for people to share ideas 
and explore controversial issues 
in an environment that is both 
stimulating and non-judgmental 
at a time when these types of 
conversations are critical to the 
health of our society.” 

Mark Twain Library Wins Award 
of Excellence l By Lisa Slow Goldstein

Mark Twain Library Board 
President Michael Shinall praised 
the committee’s dedication stating, 
“I am proud…of the stimulating, 
engaging, and at times, challenging 
programs the Conversations 
committee hosts for our residents.” 

The Conversations Series 
began in 2019 when Redding 
League of Women Voters (LWV) 
members brought the idea to the 
Library with the hope of providing 
a safe place for the community to 
talk about race and racism, a topic 
causing tension throughout the 
country. The partnership between 
the Mark Twain Library’s adult 
programming committee and 
the Redding LWV has grown 
into a thought-provoking series 
of programs designed to inspire 
deep discussion of some of the 
challenges that we face in today’s 

society, from race and religion to 
meritocracy and toxic polarization. 

Mark Twain Library Director 
Erin Dummeyer nominated the 
Conversations committee because 
of the intellectual acumen of the 
participants, the collaboration of 
the community groups “…and the 
ripple effects we have seen in our 
community by addressing these 
difficult matters.” Participants 
have included historians and 
philosophers Dr. Charles Dew, Dr. 
Jelani Cobb and Dr. Jason Stanley 
and conflict resolution experts Dr. 
Peter Coleman and Dr. R. Averell 
Manes. 

Redding LWV President C. 
Kim O’Rielly noted that “… 
participation in this series has 
extended beyond the physical 
borders of Redding through the 
leveraging of relationships with 
neighboring libraries and LWV 
chapters of surrounding towns.” 
The Library and the League 
continue to partner on this series 
and already have additional 
Conversations scheduled. 

Committee members received 
the award in person on May 4 at 
the CLA’s Annual Conference in 
Hartford.

You can watch past Conversa-
tions on the Mark Twain Library 
YouTube Channel and find upcom-
ing programs on the MTL website: 
www.marktwainlibrary.org g

Photo by  Lisa Slow Goldstein

Lto R: Elaine Sanders, Mary Ann Carman, Sara Bilik, Amy Nonnenmacher 

narrator Katey Kontent, her best 
friend Eve, and Tinker Grey.  
Katey’s life-changing journey 
during that year sees her navigating 
her way from being an ambitious 
young secretary through the upper 
echelons of New York society. The 
period details are precise and the 
often-reckless young characters 
face issues of identity and self-
worth.  It’s difficult not to evoke 
comparisons to F. Scott Fitzgerald 
and Edith Wharton, but Rules of 
Civility stands on its own.  This 
spectacular debut novel, with its 
themes of love, class, fate and luck, 
is impossible to put down and will 
stay with you long afterwards.

A Gentleman in Moscow
1922. Aristocrat Count 

Alexander Rostov is sentenced by 
a Bolshevik tribunal to house arrest 
in the Metropol, a grand hotel 
across the street from the Kremlin.  
Rostov lives in an attic room and 
his interactions with seamstresses, 
chefs, bartenders and doormen 
open up the formerly sheltered 
world for this charming and erudite 
protagonist while the tumult of 
1930’s Moscow unfolds around 
him, out of reach.  Replete with 
special keys, secret compartments, 
duels, stolen passports and a 

mysterious letter this beautifully 
written book is rife with love lost 
and found, mysteries solved and 
most importantly lessons learned.  
Soon to be a motion picture with 
Kenneth Branagh as the Count.

The Lincoln Highway
June 1954.  Nebraska.  Three 

young men from disparate 
backgrounds escape from a 
juvenile detention center and 
embark on a fateful journey to 
California but end up in….New 
York.  Emmet, Duchess, Woolly 
and Emmet’s younger brother 
Billy are exquisitely drawn 
characters, all flawed in different 
ways, and their journey is told 
from multiple points of view.  Of 
course, you meet a variety of 
eclectic characters along the way 
as they attempt to travel along 
the Lincoln Highway, the nation’s 
first transcontinental highway. 
Their encounters are life altering 
and will leave you breathless with 
the twists and turns.  It’s long but 
this beautifully written novel is an 
effortless read. g
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In addition to being trained to 
handle crisis calls, Redding Police 
call upon the services of the town 
social services department when 
needed. “We always work with 
our social workers whether we’re 
responding to an elderly person or 
when there’s a need financially. 
They’ll come out on a call if we 
request it. We have a lot of training 
in times of crisis. Most of my 
department has critical incident 
training.”

All local crime is in the 
department’s purview. Two 
violent crimes occurred last year 
according to FBI statistics and 
a husband was arrested in 2020 
accused of murdering his wife. But 
the majority of police calls involve 
medical emergencies, and crisis or 
mental health intervention. 

“Some of the higher crimes in 
Redding include financial fraud 
and identity theft. We have so 
many of them, scams, and identity 
theft. We get our share of verbal 
or physical domestic, a lot of 
residential alarms,” O’Donnell 
said.

Among many official public 
service events is a mock crash at 
Joel Barlow High School to teach 
students about the importance of 
safe driving (see related article 
page 4) and a Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day. And the chief 
called a public meeting to find out 
about traffic concerns among town 
residents. All three were in April.

O’Donnell is in charge of the 
patrol, communications, detective, 
and animal control divisions of the 
department. The Monroe native 
has been chief for four years and 
employed by the Redding Police 
Department for 37 having attained 
every rank in the department.  

The captain (DeLuca) is 
the executive officer to handle 
administrative tasks while 
the chief handles training and 
budgetary items, “the overall 

Collisions and stolen checks 
headlined a recent police blotter. 
The Redding Police Department 
is cracking down on traffic 
violations. Speeding is a big 
concern, said Captain Mark 
O’Donnell. The warm weather is 
here drawing more people outside 
to run, bike, and walk dogs.

Police-community relations are 
built into the typical call of duty 
among officers. The local force,  
along with O’Donnell at the head, 
consists of Captain Marc DeLuca, 
a patrol division of four sergeants, 
eight officers, one detective, one 
school resource officer at Joel 
Barlow High School, and two 
school safety officers, one each 
at John Read Middle School and 
Redding Elementary School. 
While a high school diploma is 
required to become a Redding 
police officer many have college 
degrees.

The staff includes five 
dispatchers, an animal control 
officer, and a part-time records 
clerk. There are six volunteer 
auxiliary officers, two active. An 
internship program since 2011 
allows college students to earn 
credits. They ride along on calls 
with patrol officers. 

Unlike an urban police 
department, local officers are 
often able to provide additional 
support to residents. Police 
responding to medical calls can 
often stick around a bit longer to 
help calm family members once 
the ambulance arrives with EMTs. 

Redding police officers are 
trained as emergency medical 
responders and respond to all the 
ambulance calls. “We usually get 
there first before the ambulance 
does. We have to get recertification 
training every couple of years,’ the 
chief noted.

“Police in a city go to the call 
and then leave,” O’Donnell said in 
an interview. 

Police chief oversees traffic, crime,  
safety in  ‘quality of life department’
By Donna Christopher

operation of the department,” 
O’Donnell said.

He manages collective 
bargaining duties and works with 
the public on all matters of concern, 
such as recent enforcement - 
protocols including the placement 
of a half-dozen no speeding signs 
on town roads. O’Donnell also 
handles official department traffic 
control reports.

“Redding is more a quality of 
life department. We try to improve 
(residents) quality of life. They 
complain about speeding. We had 
complaints during covid. People 
are (making) speeding complaints. 
We filled out 31 different traffic 
complaints forms addressed to 
us.” The chief also handles press 
releases and reporting incidents to 
the media.

“I liked being a sergeant on the 
road, on patrol. I like working with 
people. I have an open-door policy. 
I try to be transparent. I’m an open 
book. Send me an email and make 
an appointment, then come in and 
talk to me,” O’Donnell said.

The Redding Police 
Department is located at 96 Hill 
Road. The number for routine calls 
is 203-938-3400. g

 
Call 9-1-1 for all emergencies.

Redding helps Ukraine
By Linda Meyer Mitchell

Much of the world watched 
internet images in horror when 
Russia attacked Ukraine this past 
February.  Two Redding residents 
were unable to just watch and 
took a different approach…they 
immediately sprang into action and 
in three days managed to collect 
and send medical supplies to 
Ukraine, and with that the not-for-
profit organization Help Ukraine 
With US was born.

Ulyana Bolgachenko and 
Dmytro Dovgan are Ukraine 
natives living in Redding with 
their families.  They both have 
full-time jobs, but spend every 
spare moment picking up, sorting, 
and arranging for the shipment of 
much-needed items to Ukraine.  
Other friends have pitched in to 
help. People have been generous, 
and Ulyana’s garage and house are 
packed to the ceiling with donated 
items waiting to ship.  To date, they 
have sent four 40 foot containers 
of donations along with hundreds 
of boxes.  Ulyana also manages 
the complicated logistics of getting 
the donated items distributed in 
Ukraine, which is no easy task in a 
war-torn country.  

Help Ukraine With US works 
directly with a Ukrainian hospital 
and university, among others, to 
see what items are most needed, 
and they are determined to provide 
them. 60 used wheelchairs were 

included in previous shipments, 
and they are now sourcing 
refurbished hospital beds.  Ulyana 
and Dmytro want to be sure the 
specific needs of soldiers and 
families are provided for as they 
fear the war could last for a long 
time.  

The organization’s efforts 
include a project they call 
Operation Ship-a-Bear.  Local 
school children write letters of 
support and encouragement to 
be sent to a Ukranian child along 
with a donated teddy bear.  Ulyana 
and team ensure the letters are 
translated.  

You can help!  Please consider 
donating to the efforts of Help 
Ukraine With US.  Financial 
help to buy specific supplies 
and pay shipping costs is most 
helpful.  Also appreciated are 
donations of the following: non-
perishable food items, pet food, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 
shampoo, ibuprofen, Tylenol, 
diapers, formula, sleeping bags, 
gently used walkers, crutches, 
wheelchairs, and teddy bears along 
with notes of support.   Please 
check the Help Ukraine With US 
website and facebook page for a 
more complete list.

Donations can be mailed or 
dropped off at 95 Seventy Acre 
Road in Redding. Call 203-610-
1924 for additional information. g

Photo by  Linda Meyer Mitchell

Ulyana Bolgachenko and Dmytro Dovgan, co-founders of the not-for-profit 
Help Ukraine with US, sorting a garage full of donated items for the next 
shipment to Ukraine.
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In the 120 odd years I’ve been 
driving automobiles in Redding, 
I’ve driven ones powered by 
steam, combustion engine, and 
electric batteries. In fact, the first 
electric auto I drove was back 
around 1910. Those fancy Teslas 
aren’t as cutting edge as you might 
think.

It was my neighbor up on 
Sunset Hill, Walther Luttgen, who 
lent me his Detroit Electric for a 
Sunday spin. Here’s what it looked 
like. 

If you’re wondering how he 
recharged its batteries when the 
electrical grid didn’t get to Redding 
till the 1930s, he recharged ‘em 
with a wind powered generator on 
his Villa Linta Estate. Walther was 
a bit ahead of his time.

As excited as I was about taking 
his runabout for a spin, I had two 
worries. One, the batteries weren’t 
good for a lot of miles and the only 
“ev charging station” in Redding 
was Walther’s. Two, I had a habit 
of getting lost on the roads in the 
area. Last thing I wanted to do 
was leave Walther’s runabout on 
the side of the road. Knowing my 
reputation as a poor navigator, 
Walther gave me a bit of advice 
about driving around here that 
holds to this day.

“If you’re driving up and down 

“Meadowminster” dog 
show delights residents
By Linda Meyer Mitchell

Meadow Ridge Senior Living 
Community held a dog show on  
April 8th. 24 dogs of all different 
breeds were entered by residents, 
staff and their families.  Each 
dog was shown individually, with 
most stopping to greet the many 
delighted residents along the show 
route.  Prizes were awarded for the 
best trick, the best costume, the 
most sociable, and best in show.  
Participating dogs ranged from 
a very large Great Dane mix to a 
tiny long-haired Chihuahua, with 

just about every size and shape in 
between represented.

A representative from ROAR 
(Ridgefield Operation for Animal 
Rescue) was present to provide 
information on its pet rescue and 
adoption mission and brought 
along a therapy dog as well as 
a puppy looking for a home.
The popular dog show event was 
followed by a “Yappy Hour” in the 
Atrium for all two and four-footed 
participants. g

Photo by Michael Mitchell

Meadow Ridge resident Becky Franks greeting dog show participant Luna 
the bull dog, who is decked out in her finest for the costume contest.

Why are so many households 
going solar? l By Dan Phelan

Community garden grows 
in more ways than one
 By Rocco Valluzzo

The Redding roads scholar
By Motomis Drivewell

Photo by Motomis Drivewell

hills like a rollercoaster,” he said, 
“you’re most likely heading east 
or west. If you’re motoring along 
a river valley or riding a ridge, 
you’re going north or south.” 

My curiosity was piqued. “Why 
is that Walther?” “Has to do with 
the biggest vehicle that ever came 
to Redding.” “What vehicle was 
that?” “The Wisconsin III.”

I thought I knew every make 
and model of vehicle ever made. 
“What in Sam Hill is a Wisconsin 
lll?” “A road grater of sorts,” he 
said. 

Walther answered my puzzled 
look. “The Wisconsin III is the 
last glacier to plow down though 
Connecticut. It did the finishing 
work of chiseling out the valleys 

and scraping the ridges, then 
about eleven thousand years ago, 
its journey ended in the Redding 
area.”

“So that’s why the valleys and 
ridges are carved north and south!” 
I exclaimed.

 “Yep,” Walther answered with 
a smile. “But it’s good news, bad 
news. Good news: In Redding the 
topography gives us a compass. 
Bad news: Redding is the rock 
junkyard for the geological trash 
that glacier plowed here before 
it came to a grinding halt, over-
heated, began to melt, put it in 
reverse, and retreated to Canada 
from whence it came.” g

Crossword
1D    Farmers association 
2D    bird feeder decimator
3D    1,017-acre park
4D    guard keeping watch
5A    abutting property
6D    wooded valley
7D    antique yarn maker
8A    swamp
9A    Redding hamlet
10D  small town
11A  west of Redding
12D  north west of Redding
13D  filmed in Redding fake spouses 
14D  residence
15A  Marchant road farm

16D  ridge market
17D  large pond
18A  south east of Redding
19A  Redding road river
20A  small lake
21A  Metro North
22D  formerly B2
23A  buck
24A  ebony stone road
25D  Mark Twain
26D  South of Redding
27A  poet and diplomat 9-12
28D  Mark Twain’s house
29A  antique and design
30A  large village

Maybe it’s because I work 
in the industry, but every time I 
drive somewhere, it seems like 
more and more homes have solar 
panels on them. Sometimes the 
panels are visible from the road 
because that’s where the roof gets 
the most sun, and sometimes it’s 
a trained eye spotting the inverter 
that converts direct current (DC) 
from sunlight to (AC) alternating 
current so it can be used by the 
home.  Speaking of…

Why is electricity so darn 
expensive right now?

The first reason is a Connecticut 
problem. Our ludicrous energy 
rates are second only to Hawaii. 
This is partly due to smaller utilities 
being purchased by a publicly-
traded government-subsidized 
monopoly. When you moved here, 
you had one option for electricity. 
Yes, there are third party providers 
that you can get electricity from, 
but that’s a temporary band aid 
for offsetting rising energy costs. 
You can also spend your time 
searching for a few bucks less on 
your auto insurance rate, but your 
premium will ALWAYS be lower 
if you don’t get into accidents 
instead of shopping it around 
every year. Similarly, weaning 
yourself off electricity from the 
grid will always save you more 
than shopping around.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t take 
this opportunity to remind you that 
your favorite local utility provider 
raised supply rates by 21% on 
the electricity that is used in the 
home on January 1, 2022, and that 
number, as well as the delivery 
charge (55% of your electric bill) 
to get the electricity to your home 
will no doubt be increasing again 
in June to reflect inflation as well 
as the global energy crisis being 
exacerbated by the situation in 
Ukraine.  Twenty-five percent of 

CT’s electricity comes from the 
Millstone nuclear plant, about 
5% comes from renewables, and 
the bulk of the remainder is from 
natural gas fired plants in upstate 
New York. There are several 
reasons why the delivery charges 
are so ridiculous. First, Eversource 
needs to maintain thousands 
of miles of lines, poles, and 
transmission stations, as well as 
the never-ending tree work being 
done on our roads to mitigate the 
risk of powerful storms further 
damaging our century-old utility 
grid. Second, Eversource needs 
to keep shareholders happy with 
stock performance and dividends. 
Third, ‘line loss’ occurs when 
electricity needs to travel great 
distances from where it’s generated 
to where it’s consumed. Roughly 
one-third of electricity generated 
at a gas-fired power plant actually 
makes it to your home.  The rest 
is lost through the thermodynamic 
entropy of electricity.  Those power 
plants in NY need to burn a heck of 
a lot of natural gas to overcome the 
line loss that occurs to get those 
electrons to your toaster oven.

So, aside from sticking it to 
Eversource, why do people 
decide to switch to renewable 
energy to power their home?

For many of my customers, 
going solar was not an 
environmental decision, but 
a financial one. As we joke at 
the office, all the hippies have 
had solar for a decade, and the 
environmental benefit isn’t enough 
for most middle-high income 
earners to put glass on their roof. 
Using renewable energy to power 
your home is a concept that 
straddles the political spectrum 
in a much broader sense than 
most, myself included, would 
believe. Red states are the highest 
adopters of renewable energy for 

the simple reason that it affords 
them independence from paying 
a government subsidized utility 
for their electricity. Texas was far 
and away the biggest adopter of 
renewables in 2021 and they’re 
a state steeped in the tradition of 
supporting fossil fuels. 

We will eventually be much less 
dependent on the finite resources 
of gas and oil as we transition to 
an economy fueled by renewables 
and backed up by battery storage. 
Nuclear will always be our standby 
for the bulk of our energy needs, 
but if we attempt to be completely 
reliant on nuclear, we will destroy 
our rivers and fisheries with the 
heated water that is pumped back 
into the ecosystem after being used 
to cool the reactors. (Eventually 
we’ll figure out nuclear fusion and 
build smaller reactors that don’t 
rely on water cooling, but we’re 
not even close to that reality.)  If 
you think wind turbines 20 miles 
offshore is a hard sell, imagine 
someone trying to put a mini-
nuclear power plant in your 
neighborhood.

This article was designed to 
get you thinking about why your 
family pays so much for electricity, 
and perhaps get you thinking about 
alternatives. My household slashed 
our overall spend on electricity by 
installing solar even though our 
system only generates 75% of our 
electricity.

The Sentinel was generous 
enough to let me continue this 
discussion in next month’s edition, 
when I’ll explain a bit more about 
solar options in Connecticut. g

Dan Phalen is a 
Renewable Energy Consultant 

for Sunrun, Inc.
He can be reached at 

dan@phelansolar.com

31D  John Read road farm
32A  work travel
33A  swimming hole
34A  Redding general
35A  rock star resident
36D  hiking path 
37A  486 Redding road 5-8
38A  small river 
39A  ebony feline

Find the answers on 
our website: 
www.reddingsentinel.org

For more than 30 years 
Redding’s community garden has 
brought out the green thumb in 
residents. Much like its flowers, 
vegetables and other plants, it has 
also grown but in another way.

Interest in the garden, which 
is administered by the Park and 
Recreation Department, has 
increased quite a bit. There is 
currently a waitlist to get one of 
the 23 plots located on Route 107 
behind the Redding Historical 
Society.

“Since Covid, we had a lot of 
people interested in the garden 
where we didn’t have a wait list, 
… the year before Covid” said 
Park and Recreation Director Rob 
Blick. “The year before Covid, we 
had everybody in, then we had a 
short wait list of four or five people 
and we just got those people in this 
year so everybody on the waitlist 
now has been on the waitlist since 
the beginning of Covid.”

For $60 ($50 for seniors) 
Redding residents can get a 
20x30-foot plot for the season 
with the option to renew it each 
year. According to Blick, each 
year anywhere from two to four 
applicants are able to obtain one.

There are some limitations, 
however. One is sharing a well 
with the Historical Society, which 
limits how much water gardeners 
can use for their plots. Park and 
Recreation just about breaks even 
financially with mowing the inside 
and maintaining the eight-foot 
fence. 

“We turn the soil over for them 
each year, but most people prefer 
to turn it over themselves,” said 
Blick.

There are no restrictions on 
what to grow, although the plots 
are used mostly for vegetables 
and flowers. Some gardeners start 
theirs at home and then bring them 
to the garden, according to Blick.

Everyone is responsible for 
keeping their own plot clean. 
Gardeners are asked to do weeding 
at least every two to three weeks.

“That’s a challenge too, because 
people stop taking care of their plot 
then we have to ask people to take 
it from them and that’s awkward,” 
said Blick. “Part of the community 
responsibility is to maintain and 
try to share the water supply.”

Blick recalls it was almost 
necessary to get a new well 10 
years ago to accommodate the 
garden. Such has kept its size 
limited for the time being.

But since the town has some 
funds from the American Rescue 
Plan, some improvements may be 
an option in the future.

“We’re going to look into some 
options and maybe see if we can 
get a new well with the rescue 
funds to expand the community 
garden. That’s something I’d want 
to bring up with my commission at 
the next meeting.” said Blick. g

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo
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Business Spotlight 

La Comida Social
 By Jen Wastrom

Near the center of the 32 square 
miles that is Redding, there’s 
a sweet spot.  A local dessert 
company La Comida Social, 
owned by Reddingite Jenny 
Lambrech.

Jenny grew up on Long Island, 
with a mother who enjoyed 
classic baking. She remembers 
spending hours on a step stool at 
her mother’s elbow, measuring the 
flour and sugar and absorbing the 
magic of baking to make people 
smile. 

After college at the University 
of Delaware where she studied 
nutrition, then a job in private 
banking for several years, Jenny 
and her husband John moved to 
Redding in 2003.  Raising three 
boys kept her busy; baking their 
birthday cakes were the only times 
the joy of baking was re-sparked…
until one very special evening.

In 2015, Jenny and her husband 
attended a fundraiser called The 
Evening of Hope.  At the otherwise 
colorful event, Jenny noticed the 
dessert table, tucked away in a 
corner, with a store-bought sheet 
cake as the only offering. Her 
husband casually suggested Jenny 
might offer some culinary help; 
the following year, 150 guests at 
The Evening of Hope were treated 
to an elegant selection of cakes, 
cupcakes, tarts, biscotti and more, 
all lovingly prepared and donated 
by Jenny. 

With Hope, La Comida Social 
was born.

Fast forward six years – and 
including a pandemic – La Comida 
Social has become the in-demand 
go-to for custom cakes in Redding 
and beyond. Jenny masterfully 
creates stunning one-of-a-kind 
cakes and cupcakes, bundt cakes, 
tarts, brownies, and pies.  Each 
combines hours, thoughtfulness, 
and the highest quality organic 
ingredients. She works alone; 
she readily admits that while she 
desperately needs an assistant for 
all other aspects of La Comida 
Social, she will not turn over any 
of food prep to a helper. “My 
Mom was always in control of her 
baking,” she noted. “That’s how I 
bake today.”

When asked how Redding has 
had an influence on her business, 
Jenny smiled through teary eyes. 
“I never would have succeeded 
in fulfilling my dream without the 
constant encouragement from my 
husband John, and the supportive 
backdrop of this unique town,” 
she said. “Reddingites embraced 
me from the very beginning and 
fostered my love of baking into 
the exact type of enterprise I 
envisioned. I do want to own a 
shop one day soon, but I’ve never 
imagined it to be a storefront with 
grab-and-go cakes in the window. 
I want every order to be unique, 
special…just like the people here.” 

Jenny Lambrech receives 
most orders via email or text. 
She always responds the same 
way: “It’s so nice to hear from 
you, thank you!” Because, 
says she, that’s 100% the truth.                                                                  
For more information, visit 
lacomidasocial.com, or email 
Jenny Lambrech lacomidasocial@
gmail.com g
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Punk is Coming 
opens at MoCA 
By Rocco Valluzzo

When the Museum of Con-
temporary Art (MoCA) Westport 
needed an idea for its spring  
exhibition, something quickly came 
to mind for Marian Schwindeman. 
Earlier this year Schwindeman 
was visiting the museum to see 
an exhibition by artist Marylin 
Minter. During a conversation with 
Executive Director Ruth Mannes 
and Director of Exhibitions Liz 
Leggett, they asked her opinion on 
the matter.

club. Punk is Coming also includes 
the premiere of a film of New 
Order’s first live performance. Art 
from David Johansen, Dee Dee  
Ramone, Patti Smith, John (Rotten) 
Lyndon of The Sex Pistols, and 
Richard Butler of the Psychedelic 
Furs will also be on display.

Schwindeman, a Redding 
resident, has several works  
featured in the exhibition, including 
a collage that covers four 20-foot 
high columns with little posters, 

Photo by  Rocco Valluzzo

Schwindeman’s idea of a 
punk theme was well-received. 
From now until June 5, the  
museum is hosting Punk is Coming, 
a diverse group exhibition featuring 
over 50 photographers, filmmakers 
and artists whose work defined the 
punk era in the 1970’s in New York 
City, London, Los Angeles and 
other cities. 

“You’re opening a door into 
not just the music and the scene 
but also all of the creativity,” 
said Schwindeman, one of the 
cocurators of the exhibit and a  
Redding resident. “Some of these 
are world premieres; they have 
never even been shown.”

Visitors will go backstage at 
Country, BlueGrass, and Blues 
(CBGB), the birthplace of punk 
in New York, through original  
photographs and videos of the 

flyers and stickers taken from the 
punk era.

Since its rebellious inception 
in the 1970s, punk has always 
exhibited very intense forms of 
expression.

“Many people have many 
opinions about it,” said 
Schwindeman. “In the US where 
punk was born, the movement was 
fueled by a hunger to create freely 
outside of society’s rules and in the 
UK punk was more angry, more 
political in its attitude.”

Punk is Coming also showcases 
contemporary art influenced by the 
punk era by Helmut Lang, Richard 
Prince, Alex Bag, Penny Slinger, 
Linder Sterling, Tony Hope, and 
more.

For more information, please 
visit mocawestport.org g



The nocturnal symphony 
in Redding’s wetlands is well 
underway. The quacking, trilling, 
gunking, snoring, and the familiar 
chug-a-rums of our awakening 
frogs and toads fill the night air. 
Living in this beautiful town with 
its plentiful wetland habitats, the 
unique calls of our neighborhood 
amphibians create the welcomed 
soundtrack of spring that we are 
all privileged to share. 

Although our quacking 
woodfrogs have already come and 
gone, and the chorus of exuberant 
spring peepers is waning, May is 
a wonderful month to grab your 
boots and flashlights and head 
out to your nearby vernal pool or 
shallow marsh. As dusk fades into 
darkness the amphibian orchestra 
will get underway, and you can 
have a front row seat!

One of the most vocal and 
easily spotted amphibians will 
be the American Toad. These 
warty creatures with their grumpy 
countenance are usually associated 
with gardens and woodlands, but 
like most of our amphibians, they 
return to the wetlands each spring to 
find mates and lay their gelatinous 
eggs, which would otherwise 
dry out on land. The 2”-3” males 
utter an impressively loud high-
pitched trill that can last for up 
to 30 seconds.  Even though their 
mouths and nostrils are closed, 
they create these amorous calls 
thanks to the expandable lining of 
their throats. As they pass air back 
and forth from their lungs to their 
mouths, it crosses over their vocal 
cords, and their darkened vocal 
sacs serve as built-in amplifiers. 
When a group of toads (called “a 
knot”) gathers, the cacophony can 
be quite disorienting. It’s a wonder 
to behold and well worth the trip to 
the wetlands!

Female toads can be 
distinguished from the males 
because they are slightly larger 
(up to 4”), they have light colored 

The Natural World 

Our trilling 
toads 
By Ann Taylor

throats, and they do not sing. 
Biologists say they can lay 4,000-
12,000 eggs! Instead of laying 
these in clumps (like woodfrogs) 
toad eggs emerge from the female 
in two long translucent strings 
with what looks like black polka 
dots, arranged neatly in a single 
file. Depending on the water 
temperature, these “dots” become 
squiggling black tadpoles within 
one to two weeks. Toad tadpoles 
tend to cluster together in the 
shallows. Like their parents, they 
have toxins in their skin, and these 
can be exuded into the surrounding 
waters to discourage certain types 
of prey. After a month or so of 
dining on algae and other aquatic 
vegetation, the tadpoles will go 
through metamorphosis, losing 
their gills, developing lungs and 
legs, and they will move out onto 
land to begin their lives as great 
consumers of crickets, worms, 
slugs, beetles, snails, and other 
tasty garden pests. 

While you are visiting the 
marsh or vernal pool, you may 
also encounter “snoring” pickerel 
frogs, “gunking” greenfrogs, and 
my favorite—the “chirping” gray 
tree frogs. Spending an evening in 
the wetlands is a memorable way 
to celebrate the natural wonders of 
our very special town. g

New Pond Farm Education 
Center is the perfect place to 
learn about our local wildlife. 
Our seasonal hands-on programs 
for explorers, young and not-so-
young, are designed to inform and 
delight. We are all about education 
and inspiring active engagement 
with the natural world. Please visit 
our website newpondfarm.org or 
better yet, stop by for a visit!  We 
would love to have you join our 
farm family! 

Ann Taylor 
is Executive Director 

of New Pond Farm 
Education Center
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Art Bears on the prowl at Weir Farm
 By Donna Christopher

A painterly New England 
landscape is freeing for artists at 
Weir Farm National Historical 
Park.

The park is a walkers’ haven. 
There are verdant rolling hillsides, 
fruit trees, oaks and sugar maples, 
trails through wooded areas, stone 
walls, a pond, and even a Secret 
Garden. 

The property of more than 
60 acres preserves the home of 
artist Julian Alden Weir who 
played a role in popularizing the 
Impressionist art movement in 
America.

A new outdoor public art 
installation opened at Weir 
Farm on May 1. Visitors will 
encounter eight life-size black bear 
silhouettes. They feature colorful 
paintings by contemporary 
artists. Each bear silhouette has 
information on the back of it about 
the artist and bears. The exhibit 
will remain up through late 2023. 
Its role is to inspire connections 
between art, nature, and the 
environment.

About 100 invited guests, 
benefactors, artists, and collectors 
attended an April 30 opening 
reception for Art Bears. In her 
remarks, Friends of Weir Farm 
National Historical Park Vice 
President Liz Castagna encouraged 
the public to spend time at the park 
and enjoy the artwork.

“We work to engage the 
communities surrounding the park 
in a deeper appreciation of the 
park, to engage further with the 
park. We raise funds to finance 
projects and programs to enhance 
the visitors’ experience and to 
foster the next generation of artists 
and park stewards,” she said in 
remarks.

“We were motivated to develop 
this installation to encourage 
visitors to come outside and see art 
in a different setting, out of doors, 
to explore the gardens, the grounds, 
the woods…and appreciate or sit 
in nature and make that connection 
between the two,” Castagna said.

Among the artists of the 
paintings that are featured on the 
bear silhouettes, Dmitri Wright 
talked about how Weir Farm 
inspired the works.

“This is the only national park 
dedicated to painting so you’re 
in a place that has this creative 
momentum already. And then 
you see people practicing that 
momentum. So you don’t have 
to worry about the type of things 
that you normally would if you 
venture out into public. It’s a little 
bit unusual here, and completely 
normalized,” he said.

Impressionist painters worked 
outdoors, Wright continued. 
“They painted in the environment 
where families, people were on 
the promenade, eating, enjoying 
themselves. Besides this kind 
of safe haven for artists to be 
themselves completely, with the 
full weight and promise of the 
United States…We’re just unique.  
And then you get the people 
around. It makes you even that 
much more relaxed,” the artist 
from Greenwich said.

His oil on canvas for the 
installation, shown here, is an 
Art Bear on display with “Weir 
Farm Tiger Lilies and Apples,” a 
summer scene depicting the park’s 
visitor’s center in the background.

Castagna said the artists were 
“enthusiastic and cooperative and 
went out of their way to make this 
installation a success.”

“The exceptional quality of the 
artworks that we have for the park 
bears speaks to both the richness of 
the artistic talent over a wide range 
of styles here at the park, (and) 
the enduring beauty of the park 
is a place for creative and artistic 

Photo by Donna Christopher

impression,” said Castagna.
Artist Dan Sharkey came from 

Colorado. His painting is owned 
by Peg and Scott O’Donnell of 
Redding.

“We bought it some years ago 
at the Mark Twain Library because 
we love it. How lucky are we that 
we’re right here within a national 
park? It blends arts which is so 
important for Fairfield County,” 
said Peg O’Donnell.

Friends of Weir Farm NHP is an 
all-volunteer nonprofit that works 
to engage the community in a 
deeper appreciation of Weir Farm, 
raises funds, and supports projects 
and programs.

Funding for Art Bears was 
provided by The Elizabeth 
Raymond Ambler Trust of Wilton.
g

Weir Farm National Historical 
Park is located at 735 Nod Hill 
Road in Wilton.

Park Grounds and parking lots 
are open daily, sunrise to sunset, 
year-round. 

Weir Farm’s season is from May 
1 to Oct. 31. The Visitor Center 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday to Sunday. 

Visit nps.gov/wefa for more 
information about the park.

Visit friendsofweirfarm.org 
for more information about the art.
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Calendar of Events

May 28 & 29
Open Farmhouse 
Plant Sale
11 John Read Road
 (Warrup’s Farm)
10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Everything you need to start 
your kitchen garden! Tomatoes, 
peppers, eggplants, herbs, greens, 
flowers, and some of our favorite 
heirloom varieties. The farmstand 
will be open all weekend and 
stocked with our seasonal farm 
products. 

Learn more about us on 
Instagram @openfarmhouse 

g

Joel Barlow High School

Friday, May 20 
Senior & Junior Prom - Amber 
Room Colonade, Danbury 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

g

Wednesday, May 25 
Spring Concert -Choir and 
Chamber Singers
7:30 p.m.

g

Thursday, May 26 
Barlow Palooza Student Show
5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

g

Monday, June 20 
Class of 2022 Graduation 
Ceremony - O’Neill Center at 
WestConn 
5:00 p.m.

g

John Read Middle School

Saturday, May 21st  
Artisan Fair rain date 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

g

Monday, May 27 
7th and 8th grade Social 
3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

g

 Redding Elementary School

Saturday, May 21st 
Glow Ball
Redding Community Center
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 22 - 
Tuesday, May 24 

New Pond Farm Education 
Center’s Spring Auction 

Bid and win prizes while 
supporting our environmental 
and agricultural programs. A 
small sampling of what’s on 
offer:  Tickets to a Yankees game 
with premier seating, including 
parking and access to Legends; 
A sumptuous dinner for eight 
prepared by Executive Chef 
Fabrizio Bottero or cocktails, 
dinner, and a sunset cruise on 
Candlewood Lake; A plane ride for 
two over Redding, Ridgefield and 
“The Neighborhood”. 

Sign up at newpondfarm.org

g

Mark Twain Library

g

Monday, May 23
Virtual - Redding Reelers: A 
Documentary Discussion Group 
- Agatha Christie
7:30 p.m. 

g

 Wednesday, May 25
Virtual - How to Make Specialty 
Cocktails with Cocktaileys
7:30 p.m.

  g

Friday, May 27
In-person - Classics Book Club - 
Passage to India
11:00 a.m. 

 g

Friday, June 3
Lotus Flower Lantern Craft 
Workshop for Teens & Adults
4:00 p.m.

 g

Friday, June 10
DIY Vision Box Workshop for 
Grades 5-12
4:00 p.m.

g

 
Tuesday, June 14

Virtual - Summer Book Buzz 
with Abbe Wright; Penguin 
Random House
7:30 p.m

 It had implemented a master 
plan for the property, which was 
approved by the Redding Zoning 
Commission. However, it essen-
tially went bankrupt after the re-
cession of 2008 and owed the town 
more than five million dollars in 
back taxes, interest and sewer fees.

Pemberton noted Redding be-
gan foreclosure on the property in 
2015. The case worked its way up 
the court system to the Supreme 
Court, which ruled in Redding’s 
favor and the town took title of the 
property in February 2021.

About 42 acres are owned by 
the town, located north of Main 
Street and Route 107. The other 
13 are occupied by J. P. Industrial, 
a subsidiary of the former own-
er that continues to pay taxes on 
these lots.

Tighe & Bond has in the past 
done some evaluation of the riv-
er walls for the former developer. 
This may eliminate the need for 
additional study.

“But things also may have to 
be revised so that they make sense 
and not just for now but for the 
next several decades because this 
is a snapshot of Redding,” said 
Pemberton. “It has the potential to 
change the face of the town forev-
er and so it has to be done delib-
eratively and carefully. We know 
there are things that the towns 
needs.”

In addition to business and 
retail use, Redding’s plan for the 
site includes affordable housing. 
Currently, the town does not 
have any housing that qualifies 
as affordable under state statutes. 
Georgetown would be a logical 
location because it has public 
water and sewer. 

There are a number of differ-
ent ways to do affordable housing, 

according to Pemberton. Fair-
field, for example, is purchasing 
and contracting with a developer. 
Westport has contracted with de-
velopers to develop mixed-use 
housing units.

“Some are market rate, some 
affordable,” she said. “The point 
is, you don’t segregate the afford-
able units so nobody’s isolated out. 
That’s really important.”

Redding also doesn’t have a 
walkable downtown area. Al-
though there are a number of suc-
cessful businesses and restaurants 
in Georgetown, they are limited 
essentially to one side of the street.

“What we want is for Main 
Street on the southern side of 
Route 107 to be connected to the 
Gilbert and Bennett development 
across the way, so it’s really a 
neighborhood,” said Pemberton.

Redding is actually making 
money on the property now and 
has several tenants. The National 
Park Service is a long-term tenant 
and pays just under $7,000 a month 
in rent. Weir Farm has a long-term 
lease for its maintenance shop on 
the wire mill site. Subcontractors 
for Eversource are tenants on this 
site and Bruce Bennett Nissan 
stores cars on the property. 

“We earn as much as we would 
as if the development were paying 
taxes,” said Pemberton. “We earn 
about a quarter million dollars a 
year. We are collecting revenue 
that is put into a special revenue 
fund to take care of any issues that 
come up on the property, so it does 
not cost the taxpayers anything. 
The money that we have coming in 
covers any expenses, so it’s a net 
positive for the town.” g

Georgetown redevelopment takes next step
Continued from page 1

Friday, June 17
In-person – Juneteenth 
Celebration
4:00 p.m. 

g

 
Saturday,  June 4  

Reptiles Rock! Show at New 
Pond Farm Education Center
12:00 -1:30 p.m.

Join a herpetologist / conser-
vation educator from Rainforest 
Reptiles for a high energy show 
that features reptiles from different 
parts of the world.

For people of all ages. Seating 
is limited, please register online.

$12 per Member
$15 per Non-member

g

 
Saturday, June 11

“Longest Day” golf marathon at 
Redding Country Club

Starting before sunrise and 
finishing at sunset, in one day eight 
players will walk 54 holes (playing 
three rounds) of golf at the Redding 
Country Club to raise funds for a 
charity. The event supports First 
Tee, which empowers kids and 
teens through the game of golf 
at golf courses, driving ranges, 
schools and community partners 
throughout Connecticut. This 
fundraiser has been held (walked!) 
annually since 2007. (see ad page 
3 for information)

g

 
Sunday, June 12

Georgetown Day
12:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Festival features live music, a 
chili cookoff, artisan and family-
friendly vendors, kids’ activities, 
food, and a beer tent.

 

Monday, June 13
33rd Annual Golf and Tennis 
Challenge
Redding Country Club

   To benefit the Boys and Girls 
Club of Redding and Easton. For 
more information and to sign 
up please see the club website at 
rbgc.net

g

 
SAVE THE DATE

New Pond Farm 
Education Center

Summer Camp 2022
 

 June 27 & July 1, 
July 5 – 8  & July 11 – 15

July 25 – 29 & August 1 – 5  
& August 8 – 12

 
9:30 a.m.  - 3:30 p.m.

 
With a 102-acre outdoor 

classroom, with its woodlands, 
wetlands, meadows, pastures, and 
barnyard to explore, every day will 
be filled with hands-on outdoor 
adventures.

 $450 per New Pond Farm 
Member child, $500 per Non-
member child

 ($360 per Member, $400 per 
Non-member for the short week)

 Register at www.newpondfarm.
org or by calling 203 938 2117. 
Space is limited

g

Monday, June 27
Golf for a Cause
Redding Country Club
10:30 a.m. Registration    
   First Church of Christ Congre-
gational Charity Golf Event raises 
funds for local and global charities. 
Golf 18 holes, join the post-round 
cocktails and dinner, sponsor the 
event, donate an item for the silent 
auction or raffle, or volunteer. For 
more information contact Dana 
Taylor at petdr55@gmail.com

Georgetown Day 
Continued from page 1

Hunt, and fire department and 
Ladies Auxiliary activities like 
decorating a birdhouse. The 
Playway will feature its waterway 
with a build-a-boat craft station, 
and a sand table to keep little ones 
entertained. New for 2022 will 
be a climb-aboard touch-a-truck. 
Visitors can also spray a real fire 
hose with the fire department!

There will be multiple local 
food vendors to enjoy along 
with seating throughout the 
event, including the Main Street 
restaurants, Barn Door, and more. 
The Lions Club will be serving 
beer at the Georgetown Day 
Beer Tent with ales on tap. The 
Georgetown Farmers Market’s 
first day of the season will be on 
Georgetown Day, at their usual 
Old Mill Road location.

Georgetown Day is sponsored 
in part by Fairfield County Bank, 
the longest and leading sponsor 
of the event. Other sponsors 
include Nazzaro Inc., Pilato 
Brothers, Little Meadow Farm, 
and the Ridgefield Thrift Shop. 
Georgetown restaurants and 
bars will be offering happy hour 
specials from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
for those who want to continue 
enjoying the fun after the event is 
over. 

Volunteers and sponsors are 
always welcome and can contact 
info@georgetownct.org for more 
information. There are also still a 
few spots available for chili cooks. 
Please visit Georgetown Day 
on Facebook and Instagram for 
updates on parking and shuttles. 
The Georgetown Day organizers 
are grateful for the support from 
our partners, sponsors, the town, 
and our community, and are 
looking forward to this year’s fun 
day! g
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