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Coping with 
doubling 
electricity 
rates,
consumers turn 
to alternate
suppliers
By Rob Sample

Broken pipe in sprinkler system forces 
closure of Town Hall l By Susan Clark

Building 
demolition 
approved 
Developer to move 
forward at West 
Redding property
By Donna Christopher

As Eversource’s rates for elec-
tricity double this month for res-
idential consumers, residents in 
Redding have begun exploring 
alternative options to handle this 
unexpected hit to their household 
budgets. 

As of January 1, 2023 the stan-
dard-service rate for Eversource 
residential customers is 24.2 cents 
per kilowatt hour (kWh). Nine-
ty-percent of Connecticut con-
sumers are on standard-service 
rates. This rate compares with the 
12.1 cents per kWh that the state’s 
consumers paid during the period 
from July 1 through December 31, 
2022. 

The average Connecticut con-
sumer uses approximately 700 
kWh per month of electricity. 
Given that amount of usage, the 
Eversource price hike is expect-
ed to add approximately $80 to 
the average monthly customer 
bill. Rates for United Illuminat-
ing (UI), another utility company 
serving many of Connecticut’s 
coastal communities, will go up 
just as much, to 21.49 cents per 
kWh in comparison to 10.62 cents 
per kWh for the latter half of 2022. 
UI services neighboring Easton as 
well as a small slice of Redding 
along the town line.

Eversource’s rate hike request 
was based largely on the soaring 
cost of natural gas, which the util-
ity uses extensively to provide 
power to its 1.2 million customers 
in Connecticut. The price of natu-
ral gas is expected to come down, 
so Eversource’s supply cost might 
follow accordingly, and the utility 
might thus lower its rates in mid-
2023. 

Yet that is by no means guaran-
teed. In the meantime, consumers 
have a variety of tools to mitigate 
electricity costs – beginning with 
the consumer’s right to select an 
alternative supplier. The Sentinel 
spoke with several Redding resi-
dents who have utilized this bene-
fit – or are considering it. 

Jerry Nevins has been a cus-
tomer of several alternative sup-
pliers since moving to Redding 
20 years ago, and sees it as part 
of being an informed consumer. 
He’s currently with Constellation 
Energy, which powers his home at 
a rate of 16.29 cents per kWh. It 
currently offers new customers a 
rate of 16.5 cents per kWh.

“As a homeowner, I always 
shop for the best prices on things,” 
said Nevins. “Constellation Ener-
gy is based in Baltimore and has a 
huge commitment to solar, nucle-
ar, and wind power. Partly for that 
reason, they did not have as much 
harm from the spike in the price 
of natural gas as other companies, 
including Eversource. That helps 
customers support carbon-free 

A historical evaluation of a 
property in West Redding has 
been completed and Redding’s 
Historic Review Committee has 
determined 3 Side Cut Road may 
be demolished by its new owners, 
SC-3 LLC.

“The owners of the building 
have a building permit to tear 
the building down. No other 
approvals have been applied for. 
The owners need to come to the 
Zoning Commission with an 
application for Site Plan Approval 
for whatever they plan to build 
to replace the existing building,” 
said the Town’s Land Use Director 
Aimee Pardee.

SC-3 LLC bought the property 
for $400,000 from the estate of 
Barry Finch on April 11, 2022. 
Finch of Ridgefield, who died in 
February 2022, had owned the 
property for many years.

The building, which was built 
in 1900, has been used for various 
residential and commercial 
purposes. It has a long history of 
different uses, including as a café, 
general store, and train depot. 
There are also two apartments in 
the structure that had tenants in 
place at the time of the sale last 
spring.

On May 3, 2022, SR-3 LLC 
submitted a demolition application 
to the Town of Redding for the 
removal of the structure on the 
property.

The application was forwarded 
to the Town’s Historic Review 
Committee and to the Committee’s 
historical consultants, Redding 
Town Historian Bruce Nelson 
and Stuart A. Reeve, Ph.D. 
The consultants reviewed 
documentary information and 
conducted a site visit on May 
11, 2022 to recommend whether 
the extant structure is historically 
sensitive and potentially eligible 
for the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Both Reeve and Nelson 
completed reports following the 
site visit which found the building 
to be historically sensitive, but 
in poor condition. At a Special 
Meeting of the Historic Review 
Committee on May 26, 2022, the 
Committee noted that both reports 
found the building to be likely 
not salvageable, but both reports 
also suggested implementation 
of a demolition delay in order to 
negotiate the look of a replacement 
building. 

“Overall, I observed that 
successive businesses remodeled 
and removed most of the historic 
floorplans, rooms, and materials 
on the first floor, while extensive 
fire reconstruction altered the 
second floor. Roof leaks have 
impacted structural integrity,” 
Reeve’s report noted. “One notable 
exception is the preservation of the 
bow-front windows on the second 
floor of the western façade, dating 

Photo by Julia Pemberton

Redding’s Health Department office, following a failure in the sprinkler 
system which flooded the Town Hall building with water.

Redding’s Big Outdoors

Photo by Jaymie Massaro
This large Bald Eagle was flying southbound over Newtown Turnpike on December 24 as Redding resident 
Jaymie Massaro and her family passed Giles Hill Road. It stopped on a branch overhanging the road just 
so they could take a picture. Massaro said of the moment, “My two young boys were in the car and it was 
pure joy for all of us to see one in the wild…and on Christmas Eve!”  If you have a photo you’d like us to 
feature here, with credit of course, please e-mail editor@reddingsentinel.org  
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At 1:22 p.m. on Christmas Day, 
town employees received an alert 
that the flow sensor for the sprinkler 
system had been activated. When 
first responders arrived at Town 
Hall, they discovered that six 
thousand gallons of pressurized 
water had spread through the 
building, and water was pouring 
out of the side of the building. 

An element in the sprinkler 
system – which although old, 
undergoes regular annual 
inspections – had failed. A 
T-connection in the piping 
above the ceiling in the Health 
Department office showed a 
clean break at the joint. The 
Health Department is located 
in the center of the building, 
and the ceiling collapsed in that 

Redding holds memories as 
unique as each Redding resident. 
For me, the memories started in 
my earliest years growing up on 
Wayside Lane, often barefoot and 
outdoors in all but the harshest 
weather. It was the 60’s and 70’s, 
and Wayside Lane was full of 
families with kids and unfettered 
access to outdoor spaces. As we 
got older, the explorations went 
further afield, and our favorite 
“discovery” became an area with 
no name, except the mysterious 
title, “the place.” It featured dense 
stands of evergreen trees, the 
foundation of an old home that 
held exciting bottles and bits of 
broken china, and a fast-moving 
stream that passed over mossy 
rocks.

Fast-forward to my return to 
Redding eight years ago: I was 
delighted to discover that the area 
now has a name – Stormfield – 
and has formal trails that highlight 
some of the places I loved so much 
as a child.

Rather than having to follow 

Stormfield l By Jeanne Ammermuller

the stone walls along the back of 
the yards on Wayside Lane, the 
best way to access the Stormfield 
Trails is off Fox Run Road, where 
there is a gravel pull-off with 
room for several cars. 

As you enter the preserve, start 
by going straight, over the small 

bridge and onto Halley’s Comet 
Trail. As with all of the trails 
in this 160-acre preserve, their 
names link to the property’s long-
ago owner, Samuel Clemens (aka 
Mark Twain). 

Photo by Jeanne Ammermuller
A winter view of Moffit’s Brook in Stormfield.
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We welcome letters to the Editor. Please be clear, civil and concise. As the Sentinel’s first few issues of 2023 take shape, the prevalence 
of stories covering the economic pressures affecting Redding residents is 
striking. Utility prices doubling, gas tax holidays and free school lunch 
programs ending, Covid-era policies and funding expiring, rising prop-
erty assessments raising concerns over increased taxes, inflation and em-
ployment presenting major drivers for the upcoming Town budget, a real 
estate market slowing from the heights of last two years… a convergence 
of many factors is affecting the short and long-term financial outlook of 
many of our residents and businesses.

First Selectwoman Julia Pemberton noted during the December 19 
budget meeting with the Board of Finance that this is top of mind as next 
year’s budget planning begins in earnest. “Looking locally, part of what 
we want to consider at this time is what do we think the Town of Redding 
can afford? I’m certainly not here to say that we are presuming that any 
member of our community can afford to pay anything in addition to what 
they are already paying to support the services of the Town,” she said. 
“So, I mean that in the broadest sense of the word, when we look at the 
factors weighing on our residents.”

Alongside this coverage, however, are also examples of Redding res-
idents’ creative and persistent ways of forging ahead. New businesses 
and non-profit projects launching, entrepreneurs finding opportunities to 
bring their unique ideas to life, customers researching new ways to save 
money and advocate for their needs, municipal groups working towards 
making Redding a more affordable place to call home, neighbors helping 
others in times of hardship. There is much to hope for and be inspired by, 
even in this uncertain financial landscape.

There are also many local resources available, both private and public, 
that offer support to those who may need it in times of economic turmoil. 
We will continue to explore and share information on these programs 
with our readers as we continue our coverage of the topics you have told 
us matter most.  g

To the Editor,

John Hayes’s long years crafting the underpinnings of our land use ethos and regulations have left Reddingites 
the gift of a town much more beautiful, natural, and historic than would have been the case without his guidance. 
He worked behind the scenes, his humility and gentle nature masking a strongly-held vision of the betterment 
of Redding. Many of his ideas found their way into the most recent Town Plan, including suggestions for the 
establishment of scenic road protections for more of Redding’s roads, and the creation of a historic district for 
Redding Ridge. He also led the research into suitable locations for affordable housing in Town that would both 
meet the State mandate, yet fit with Redding’s character. I will miss working with him, his congenial nature, 
his Prismacolor pencil maps, and neatly handwritten opinions he provided as he advised the Redding Planning 
Commission.

Toby Welles
former Chair, Planning Commission

Poverty Hollow Road

To the Editor,

Sixteen years ago, I came to Redding for the first time and after spending only a few days here, I was sure I 
had found a slice of paradise.

After traveling throughout the township and researching the history of Redding rather thoroughly, I wanted to 
become a member of this community and make my permanent home in this lovely and peaceful place.

I was particularly impressed and very grateful to have found a community profoundly appreciative of and 
dedicated to the preservation of the natural beauty here and the absolute restriction of commercial activity.

I purchased a small New England Cape cottage resting on a beautiful cul de sac, comprising only four other 
caringly kept homes.

A few years ago, one of the homes on the Lane was purchased as an investment and turned into an Airbnb 
listed commercial property, an unregistered, unlicensed, unregulated and uninsured Motel.

Since then, the resident homeowners here continue to endure several new and unknown guests residing next 
door, on a weekly basis.

Therefore, we live next to a strictly commercial business enterprise that has severely and negatively impacted 
our safety, property value and the quality of life we continue to pay for with our Property Taxes (which are 
among the highest in the State).

Short Term Rentals should be eliminated entirely in Redding as many other municipalities nearby have 
accomplished to preserve the safety, property value and quality of life, for their resident families and homeowners.

I urge all resident homeowners to seriously consider the profound negative impact that the ongoing 
proliferation of Short Term Rentals will inevitably present to every family and household in Redding.

Andrew Reisini
South Lane

To the Editor,

Those of us who love Redding and think of it as a special place, sometimes look around and wonder who to 
thank for this, because clearly it was not an accident and was not easy. A lot of those people have passed from our 
world, and I like to think they look down to Redding to appreciate their creation and fret over our stewardship 
of it.

One of those creators was John Hayes, whose recent death is an opportunity to pay him the tribute he richly 
deserved in his dedication to the town that we now know. John was a town planner, in the old school, who 
instinctively understood how to plan the future for a “clean and green” town nestled within the fragile ecosystem 
of the region’s watersheds and reservoir lands.  

John’s reports as the town’s planning consultant, written out by hand with pen and paper in a world of 
computer printouts, may have seemed like a throw-back to a simpler time — and they were, and this was a good 
thing. With his guidance and insight, we kept the mission simple and successful.

Thank you, John. We can pay you a continuing tribute by sustaining the place you helped to create.

Robert Dean
former Vice-Chair, Planning Commission

Black Rock Turnpike

Editorial Letters to the Editor 

Get to Know the Sentinel Team

Just as the Sentinel was 
preparing to publish its inaugural 
issue last spring, Connor Feeney 
of Monroe, CT was looking ahead 
to a new chapter of his own. As 
Feeney finished up his coursework 
at Western Connecticut State 
University (WCSU) for a 
bachelor’s degree in art with a 
graphic design focus, he was 
looking for a job that would launch 
his post-college career. After a 
friend mentioned the Sentinel and 
a possible internship opportunity 
in layout, he met with Publisher 

Susan Clark and Creative Director 
Debora DeCarlo Rosa. “It sounded 
like a perfect job to go into after 
college,” said Feeney. He joined 
the Sentinel team shortly after 
graduation as Assistant Graphic 
Designer.

Graphic design was a natural 
area of interest for Feeney. “I 
come from a family of designers,” 
he explained. “My dad is a graphic 
designer, and my grandfather 
was a package designer. So 
art runs in my family.” During 
his studies at WCSU, he also 
discovered an affinity for painting 
and incorporating other artistic 
mediums into his design work. “I 
found that when I did projects for 
graphic design at school and put 
my own creative twist on them, I 
felt accomplished… That’s what 
I like about art, is that you can 
create something that is like an 
extension of you, and people can 
like it.”

Feeney’s interest in creative 
expression extends outside 
of work, as he recently began 

learning how to play bass guitar. 
He also loves spending time with 
his dog, Duke, a Great Pyrenees 
and Anatolian Shepherd mix 
who Feeney describes as “a big 
snuggler.” 

The Sentinel is Feeney’s first 
experience laying out a newspaper, 
and he enjoys the concrete nature 
and process of creating the 
weekly printed issues. “It’s more 
satisfying to read something in 
your hands than on a phone or 
computer,” he said. “I really enjoy 
the teamwork aspect of it, because 
everyone’s input from the team is 
vital in their own way to making 
the paper what it is every week.”

What started as a perfect job 
for post-college life may prove 
to be the beginning of Feeney’s 
dream career. When asked where 
he hopes he is in five to ten 
years, he answered, “I would see 
myself still doing graphic design. 
I don’t know exactly where, just 
hopefully doing graphic design 
somewhere.” g

Connor Feeney, Assistant Graphic Designer l By Jessie Wright

Legal Notice

Christmas tree 
pick-up January 16 — January 20

Redding’s Department of 
Public Works will be picking up 
Christmas trees from January 16, 
2023 to January 20, 2023, weather 
permitting.

Trees must be put out curbside 
(at the end of each driveway) 
before the pick-up dates. The 
truck will be going road by road 
chipping the trees. No wreaths 

or anything with wires, lights, 
garland, ornaments, or tree stands 
can be picked up – all decorations 
must be removed. 

Residents can also drop their 
trees at the Redding Recycling 
Center and Transfer Station during 
its operating hours if they miss the 
curbside pick-up. g

Notice to Taxpayers, 
Georgetown and Redding

The Second Installment 
Of Real Estate And Personal 
Property And First Installment 
Supplemental Motor Vehicle 
Taxes On The Grand List Of 
October 1, 2021, Is Due And 
Payable January 1, 2023.

Taxes Due January 1, 2023, 
Must Be Postmarked Or Paid 
Online, No Later Than February 
1, 2023, Without A Penalty. 

TAXES ARE DELINQUENT 
FEBRUARY 2, 2023.

Payments postmarked, 
Paid in Person or Paid online, 
on or after February 2, 2023, 
are delinquent and will carry a 
penalty of one half of a percent. 
Interest is charged at the rate of 
eighteen (18%) percent annually 
or one and one-half percent per 
month, from the January 1, 2023, 
due date.

Supplemental Motor Vehicle 
Taxes are due in full January 1, 
2023. Failure to make payment 
in accordance with the above 
will result in suspension of 
registration privileges in addition 
to the interest charges. Delinquent 

Motor Vehicle Taxes must be paid 
in cash, certified check, money 
order or online by credit card, to 
obtain a registration clearance.

FAILURE TO RECEIVE A TAX 
BILL DOES NOT EXEMPT 
YOU FROM PAYMENT OF 
TAX OR PENALTY. 

Oldest outstanding taxes must 
be paid prior to paying current.

Taxes can be paid or viewed at 
www.townofreddingct.org. Credit 
card payments are not accepted in 
person at the Tax Office. 

You may call (866) 923-8245 to 
make a credit/debit card payment.

Due to the Covid-19 virus, 
Town Hall hours may vary. Verify 
the Town Hall is open and the 
department you need is open 
before going in person. The Town 
Hall is closed on Fridays. We are 
located at 100 Hill Rd, Redding, 
CT; Telephone: 203 938-2706. g

Patricia J. Moisio, C.C.M.C., 
C.C.M.O

Tax Collector
Town of Redding 

A note on 
the Sentinel’s 
publishing schedule
We are back from our holiday break - we hope you enjoy this first 
issue of 2023. Our next issue will come out on Thursday, January 26, 
after which we will resume our regular, weekly schedule. 
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Christmas week storm takes out power, blocks roads l By Jessie Wright

Riding the rails from Redding
Commuters describe daily costs and benefits of their 
journeys to New York City l By Donna Christopher

People from coast to coast 
felt the impacts of Winter Storm 
Elliott in the days leading up to 
Christmas, and Redding residents 
were no different. In the early 
hours of December 23, strong 
wind gusts and heavy rain came 
through the region, taking down 

Ridership from Redding to 
Manhattan on Metro-North 
Railroad has been cut in half since 
pre-pandemic times. On average, 
47 passengers boarded trains at 
the West Redding station each 
weekday in 2019; today, each 
weekday sees an average of only 
26 people board the train from the 
station.

Four direct, rush-hour trains 
run to and from Grand Central 
Terminal from West Redding, in 
addition to others that transfer at 
South Norwalk. The commute 
can vary from 104 to 117 minutes 
depending on the time one departs. 
If you don’t catch a direct train, a 
transfer involves disembarking 
at the South Norwalk station and 
walking across the platform for a 
transfer.

Post-pandemic-era parking 
at West Redding Metro-North 
Railroad station is plentiful 
for daily and permit-holding 
motorists. To secure a spot, regular 
commuters might purchase an 
annual permit from the Redding 
Police Department (RPD) for 
$150 a year, pro-rated after July 
to $125. 

“Covid changed parking 
availability drastically,” said 
Stephen Peterson, 911 dispatcher 
and records manager who handles 
the permits for the RPD. “I’ve 
issued a dozen (permits) so far 
for 2023,” he said on December 
29. Daily parkers may use the 
lot at any time but cannot park 
in a designated permit spot. The 
RPD leaves a $6 parking “ticket” 
and payment envelope on daily 
parkers’ vehicles to mail in 
payment. 

The Sentinel asked commuters 
what it’s like to commute by train 
from Redding.

“I gave up a long time ago 
and now drive to SoNo (South 
Norwalk). There are too few trains 

multiple trees, power lines, and 
utility transformers. As road and 
utility crews worked to clear 
the roads and restore power, 
temperatures plummeted from 59 
to 6 degrees Fahrenheit, with wind 
chills reaching below zero. 

“The pre-Christmas storm 

and way too slow. Also, they are 
filthy by the end of the trip,” said 
Andrew Wiles in a Facebook 
conversation the Sentinel initiated 
about commuting. Wiles works in 
finance and used to commute four 
days a week before Covid. He 
now travels to Manhattan “0-3” 
days a week. Wiles has a monthly 
parking pass in South Norwalk, 
for which he pays $90.

Arron Edwards said, “Same for 
me,” about taking the train from 
South Norwalk rather than local, 
“which is a shame as I feel like this 
lessens the chance of ever getting 
a better service up this way.”

Still, others like the 
convenience of a short drive to the 
West Redding neighborhood in 
the northwest corner of their town 
to board a train.

Angela Ceccarelli heads up 
global marketing for a London-
based fintech firm and leads 
the U.S. operations. Her family 
moved to Redding at the end of 
July 2020 from their home in New 
York City. She now commutes to 
the city at least three times a week 
from the West Redding station. 

“I thought I’d never commute 
with kids in school,” Ceccarelli 
said. “We loved the convenience, 
location, and schools in New York 
City. But the pandemic changed 
our perspective when we were 
in lockdown. We valued open 
space, kids having their own 
rooms, schools you don’t have 
to apply for, etc. over the city. 
The commute is tough, and it is a 
sacrifice I’m willing to make for 
my family.” 

When Ceccarelli first moved 
to Redding, she was working in 
Greenwich and doing a reverse 
commute; upon starting a new 
role in September, however, she 
has begun commuting to midtown 
Manhattan.

Commuting can be difficult, 

she said, so she passes the time 
sleeping sometimes or reading a 
newspaper. Her trip is typically an 
hour and 45 minutes.

Christopher Guarniere said he 
travels into Manhattan three times 
a week for work but goes from 
Cannondale where daily parking 
is easier.

“They (RPD) put an envelope 
on your window and ask you to 
mail in your payment. Who has 
stamps? Also, who wants to send 
an envelope in every few days? 
Yearly permits are available, 
but for quick trips into the city, 
Redding doesn’t make it easy to 
pay for parking.”

Guarniere also thinks the 
Danbury line cars are “antiquated, 
like ones in high school. There are 
no plugs for charging devices and 
a lack of cell coverage between 
Redding and Merit 7 (stations).”

There is an ongoing effort to 
create an alternative fast track 
train from Danbury to New York 
City by reopening 14 miles of the 
Maybrook line between Danbury 
and Southeast New York, where 
commuters would then transfer 
to Metro-North’s Harlem line. 
The project will move to the 
environmental review phase this 
year with a federally-funded study 
assessing its impacts.  

In February 2022, the MTA 
rolled out price incentives to keep 
up with the growing demands 
of pandemic-era part-time 
commuting into Manhattan.

A 20-trip ticket, which offers 
a 20 percent discount from 
comparable 20 peak one-way 
tickets was made available 
through the MTA eTix app and 
ticket windows. A 20-trip peak 
fare is $272 (off-peak $177.50); a 
10-trip peak fare is $177.50 (off-
peak is $112.75) A monthly pass 
is $349.25 and a weekly pass is 
$124.25. g

caused significant damage to 
powerlines and equipment in 
communities throughout the 
state,” said Jamie Ratliff, Senior 
Media Relations Specialist 
for Eversource. “We brought 
in hundreds of out-of-state 
lineworkers who worked around-
the-clock shifts with Eversource 
crews to restore power to more 
than 200,000 customers, address 
more than 100 broken utility poles, 
replace 28 plus miles of downed 
electric lines, and work with 
communities to clear more than 
560 blocked roads despite freezing 
temperatures and hazardous 
winds. We know the timing of the 
storm wasn’t ideal coming right 
before Christmas, but our team 
working in the field and behind 
the scenes was committed to 
this restoration and gave up their 
time off to restore power so our 
customers could enjoy as much of 
the holiday weekend as possible.”  

Just over 2,500 Redding 
households were affected by 

power outages due to the storm, 
according to Eversource. Power 
was restored and the work 
was considered “substantially 
completed” in Redding by 6.30 
p.m. Christmas Eve. 

The Redding Community 
Center and Mark Twain Library 
were made available as warming 
and charging stations for those 
who remained without power. 
Across social media platforms, 
neighbors offered to share their 
homes and even Christmas dinners 
with anyone who may need them.

“I remember one lady who came 
in because her power had been out 
since the previous night,” said 
Midge Loery, Librarian at Mark 
Twain Library. “She definitely 
came into the library to warm up 
and stayed to read for awhile. She 
also mentioned that her neighbor 
had a wood stove and invited her 
over until the power came back.”

Erin Shea Dummeyer, Director 
of the Mark Twain Library, 
reported that 100 people utilized 

the building on December 23 and 
December 24 to warm up and 
charge their devices. 

“My dream is actually to get 
a generator for the library so we 
can be the place to be when there 
is a major storm,” Dummeyer 
said. “Then we can have extended 
hours, bottled water, free coffee, 
etc. I worked at Darien Library 
during Superstorm Sandy when 
residents lost power for over a 
week, and it was one of the most 
rewarding weeks of my career to 
be at the library and there for the 
community.”

Khaldoon Sami Almandalawi 
lives on Pocahontas Road and 
said that his house lost power 
sometime overnight in the early 
hours of December 23, but it 
was restored by Christmas Eve 
morning. “Thankfully we invested 
in a generator years ago,” he said, 
so he was able to remain at home 
while crews worked to bring the 
house back online. g

Connecticut gas tax 
resumes this month l By Jessie Wright

The tax holiday in Connecticut 
on the 25-cents-per-gallon excise 
gas tax has ended as of January 1. 
The tax will be gradually phased 
back in for consumers in five-cent 
increments over the course of five 
months, with five cents charged 
per gallon starting this month, 
reaching the full 25 cents by May 
2023. Governor Ned Lamont had 
suspended the excise tax in March 
2022 as fuel prices climbed amidst 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 

the ongoing economic effects of 
the pandemic. 

Connecticut budget analysts 
estimate the tax holiday saved 
consumera total of $330 million in 
tax relief by the time the program 
has been completely phased out 
this spring. 

The average cost of a gallon of 
gasoline in Fairfield County as of 
Thursday, January 5 was $3.32, 
according to AAA Northeast. g

   

101 Marchant Road  
West Redding, CT 06896
203-938-2117 
newpondfarm.org 

We Invite You to Celebrate the  
New Year with Us and to Enjoy  
Exciting Outdoor Adventures!

Please visit our website to learn more about:
Members-Only Programs: 
Birthday Parties, Snowshoeing, Family Campouts, 
Night Hikes, Pancake Breakfasts, Farm Chores, Old 
Fashioned Egg Hunts, Caroling and more.
Programs For One and All:
• Story Times and Programs for ages 3-5
• Weekly adventures in science, nature,  
 and the outdoors for students
• Adult Natural History, Art, and Culinary Programs
• Special events: Harvest Dinner, Art Show, 
 Play Reading, and Golf Outing

Photos by Lisa Reilly
A transformer fire on route 107 
near Glen Hill Road during Winter 
Storm Elliott.

A utility pole on Diamond Hill Road 
following the storm. 

Redding Grange sees rise 
in membership l By Rocco Valluzzo

When Elizabeth Jensen saw 
that a little brown building with 
wooden shingles at 399 Newtown 
Turnpike was for sale in 2021, she 
wasn’t sure what it was exactly.

It was after she contacted a real 
estate agent that she discovered 
it was home to the Redding 
Grange. With its chapter recently 
dissolved, the property was up for 
sale. Hoping to save the structure, 
she and others knew what had to 
be done.

“The way to save the building 
was to reorganize the local 
chapter,” said Jensen. “So we 
got together 33 new members to 
reorganize our local chapter and 
then we got the building back.”

In a formal ceremony on 
November 6 of that year, the 
chapter was officially reorganized. 
Jensen is its current president.

As a result, the Redding Grange 
won an outstanding achievement 
award for gaining 38 new members 
in all for its first year. According 
to Jensen, that is the largest 
increase of all the state granges 
for that time period. She estimated 
there are currently about 60 

active chapters. In his December 
2022 article for the Connecticut 
Granger news magazine, 
Robert Buck, Connecticut State 
Grange President, reported that 
“Connecticut State Grange was 
named an Honor State Grange 
for 2021-2022 due to gains in 
membership. This is primarily 
from the reorganization of 
Redding Grange #15.”

The Connecticut State Grange 
is a fraternal organization with 
roots in rural and agricultural 
history. Dating back to 1875, the 
Redding Grange is one of the 
oldest in the state. At the time, it 
was similar to the Freemasons.

Jensen noted there were many 
of those kinds of organizations. 
This particular grange was for 
agriculture, and it was basically 
a cooperative of the farmers. 
The meetings were held in secret 
because they were conspiring 
against the railroads at the time, 
which were taking over a lot of 
agricultural land.

 “So the meetings, you had 
to have a secret password to get 

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo
The Redding Grange, located at 399 Newtown Turnpike, was reorganized in 
November of 2021 and with the help of President Elizabeth Jensen and others 
has seen a substantial increase in membership.

Continued on page 4
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Sports

A downturn in offense put the 
Joel Barlow High boys varsity 
basketball team in a tough 
situation late in its game against 
New Milford last week.

The host Falcons matched up 
well with their opponent through 
four quarters on Tuesday, January 
6, so much so that the contest 
was deadlocked after regulation 
play. But in the extra frame that 
followed, they could not keep up 
the pace and fi nished with a 55-47 
loss.

Right from the tip-off, neither 
team had a clear-cut advantage 
for most of the night. Aided by 
some strong shooting (fi ve for six) 
from the foul line, the Green Wave 
maintained a step or two advantage 
over the Falcons in the fi rst quarter, 
but the latter stayed well within 
striking distance with the help of 
two fi eld goals apiece by Carter 
Jarvis and Holden O’Dowd as they 
trailed just 13-11.

Led by Grayson Vanderburg’s 
ten-point effort, including one 
three-pointer, the Falcons kept 
pace with their opponent for the 
remainder of the half. Jimmy 
Kennedy also sank one three-
pointer as the score was tied 25-25 
going into halftime.

Both teams seemed to switch 
to defensive mode in the second 
half, each held to single digits 
in the remaining quarters. Jacob 
Coleman’s six points, including 
one three-pointer, and a couple of 
free throws by O’Dowd kept the 
Falcons within one point (34-33) 
going into the last quarter.

Things went down to the wire 
in regulation time as the Falcons 
closed the gap, eventually bringing 
on overtime. However, they had 
little luck fi nding the hoop in the 
extra frame, held to just a fi eld 
goal by Noah Avery, two free 
throws by Jack Lippoth, and one 
by Vanderburg. New Milford was 
helped in part by a six-for-eight 
performance at the foul line to 
ultimately fi nish ahead.

Vanderburg led Barlow with 
11 points. Kennedy and O’Dowd 
each sank nine, with Coleman 
getting seven. Lippoth and Jarvis 
scored four points apiece and 
Avery added a three-pointer.

Overcoming a fi rst-half defi cit 

Facing an opportunistic 
opponent was trouble in more 
ways than one for the Joel Barlow 
High girls varsity basketball team.

The Falcons had diffi culty on 
offense as well as defense when 
they hosted Masuk on Monday, 
January 9. Between committing 
turnovers when they had the ball 
and trying to keep their opponent 
from getting open shots, they fell 
short in a 58-34 loss.

Barlow did not fare badly at fi rst, 

Registration for the 10th-annual 
Mark Twain Redding Road Race, 
taking place on May 7, 2023, 
is now open. Due to parking 
constraints, the fi eld will be 
limited to 1,000 runners this year, 
down from approximately 1,300. 
As of January 10, fewer than 50 
bibs were available, so runners 
that are interested in participating 
are encouraged to sign up as soon 
as possible. 

The Road Race will include 
a seven-mile course as well as a 
half marathon. There will also be a 
3/4-mile kids’ fun run taking place 
at 7:30 a.m. just before the two, 
longer races. “The races begin and 
end at stunning Hoyt Campground 
in West Redding, Connecticut with 
a starting time of 8:00 a.m. for the 
half and 8:35 a.m. for the 7-miler,” 
the registration website explains. 

would not be enough for the 
Falcons when they hosted Bunnell 
of Stratford two days later. Trailing 
by eight points, they temporarily 
turned the tables on their opponent 
to take a brief lead but fell behind 
in the second half for a 72-57 loss.

It was the seventh straight loss 
for the Falcons.

While not a tall team, Bunnell 
proved to be a quick one. 
Employing a man-to-man defense, 
it forced the Falcons to commit 
several turnovers early.

A balanced scoring effort also 
helped the Bulldogs go on a 17-2 
scoring run in the fi rst quarter. 
But before the frame ended, the 
Falcons would chip away at the 
lead with a seven-point effort by 
Lippoth, who also sank a three-
pointer at the buzzer to make it 
19-13.

A strong start to the second 
quarter followed, as the Falcons 
went on an 11-0 scoring run, 
capped off when Lippoth hit both 
ends of a one-and-one with 5:14 
left in the half to put them in the 
lead at 24-19. Bunnell was quick 
to answer, however, going on an 
11-0 run of its own, starting with 
a steal and subsequent layup by 
Mike Ricketts. Barlow was fouled 
at the buzzer, and Lippoth hit two 
free throws as his team trailed 30-
26 at the half.

Bunnell’s offense started the 
second half in high gear with a 
14-2 run and outscored the hosts 
by a more than two-to-one margin, 
helped in part by three three-
pointers. 

Offensively, the Falcons saved 
their best offensive performance 
for last, with 21 points in the fourth 
quarter. This included a strong 
effort at the foul line, as they sank 
eight of ten shots.

Lippoth led Barlow with 15 
points and Kennedy also fi nished 
in double digits with 12. O’Dowd 
and Avery each scored eight.

Vanderburg scored six with 
Coleman scoring four. Zach 
Ashgar and Joey Bonnano each 
had two.

Barlow visits Stratford on 
Friday, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. and 
hosts Kole Cathedral on Tuesday, 
January 17 at 6:00 p.m. g

clinging to a slim 3-2 lead early 
with the help of a three-pointer by 
Charlotte Beihl. However, those 
would be their only points from the 
fi eld in the frame, the rest coming 
on free throws. Masuk had better 
luck here, keeping a few steps 
ahead for a 12-7 lead. 

Picking up the pace offensively 
in the next frame, the Falcons 
cut the gap a bit. Mia Tartaglia’s 
basket midway through the quarter 
got the Falcons to within three 

“All races are on bucolic country 
roads that have runners passing a 
horse farm, a waterfall, a railroad 
bridge, wetlands, streams, lakes, 
an historic schoolhouse circa 1789, 
while fi nishing at the campground. 
The course can be categorized 
as challenging and rolling (with 
plenty of short hills but none that 
would be classifi ed as long).”

Race organizer John McClearly 
has indicated that this may be the 
last year for the annual tradition. 
“No fi nal determination has been 
made, but this looks to be the 10th 
and fi nal Redding Road Race,” he 
said in an e-mail to prospective 
runners. “We’ll see how it goes 
this year, but it has increasingly 
been tougher and tougher on my 
core volunteers and me each year. 
I rather end it on a high than fade 
away.” 

Masuk offense, defense frustrate Barlow 
By Rocco Valluzzo

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo
Joel Barlow High’s Carter Jarvis (left) tries to get past Bunnell’s Karell 
Brown during a boys varsity basketball game on Thursday. January 5. Barlow 
lost 72-57. 

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo
Joel Barlow High’s Sara Ashgar is closely guarded by Masuk’s Lauren Breyan 
during a girls varsity basketball game on Monday, January 9. Barlow lost 
58-34.

New Milford, Bunnell 
topple Barlow l By Rocco Valluzzo

The Mark Twain Redding Road Race
registration now open l By Jessie Wright

at 17-14, but the Panthers were 
propelled by some strong outside 
shooting. Lauren Breyan was often 
left unguarded and sank four three-
pointers in the second quarter 
alone to help the visitors go up 26-
19 at halftime.

Unfortunately for Barlow, 
things did not get any easier in the 
second half. Bailey Bajda’s three-
pointer and layup that followed got 
things started for the Panthers, as 
she led her team with a ten-point 
performance in the third quarter. 
Despite taking shots, the Falcons 
often missed the mark, netting just 
four more points for the rest of 
the period. Mackenzie Sickinger’s 
free throw with 2:37 left would 
be her team’s last points until the 
fi nal quarter. In the meantime, 
the Panthers went on a 17-point 
scoring run, often converting 
Barlow turnovers into transition 
points.

It was not until 4:02 remained 
in the contest when Beihl stopped 
the streak by sinking a pair of 
free throws to make it 51-27. 
Julia Tartaglia and Mia Tartaglia 
each hit fi eld goals in the time 
remaining, but most of the scoring 
was done at the foul line with each 
team sinking shots.

Beihl and Elyssa Kalamaras 
led Barlow, each with nine points. 
Mia Tartaglia had six and Sarah 
Ashgar fi nished with four. Julia 
Tartaglia, Sophia Ashgar, and Kat 
Czerkawski each had two with 
Sickinger adding a free throw.

Barlow, now 3-4, hosts 
Stratford on Thursday, January 12 
and is home to Harding on Friday, 
January 13. Both games are at 7:00 
p.m. g

Ridgefield/Redding Brokerage | 470 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT

Roni Agress
203.733.2656
ragress@williampitt.com

roniagress.williampitt.com

Thank You 
your referrals are appreciated.

Each office independently owned and operated. 

“To the old, long life and treasure; to the young, 
all health and pleasure.” 

Wishing health, happiness and prosperity 
to you and yours in the new year ahead.

- Ben Johnson
in,” she explained. “So that’s how 
they really started, and then they 
have grown since then to really be 
whatever the community wants to 
be.”

The Grange hosts seed swaps 
and an agricultural fair in April. 
It also plans to do an “egg week” 
to focus on eggs and chickens and 
celebrate the seasons at the change 
of every season.

The building dates back to 1914 
and is need of some renovations. 
Jensen hopes to launch a capital 
campaign to get some work done, 
and Daniel Conlon Architects in 
Wilton is helping to work out a 

plan for what those renovations 
would look like. It has also secured 
American Rescue Plan Act funding 
to make the bathroom handicap 
accessible.

There are other ideas in the 
works about other uses for the 
building as well. It has a stage 
and its own theater troupe. Old 
newspapers from the 1920’s and 
1930’s reference plays that were 
put on at the Redding Grange hall. 

“Our plan is to continue to 
open this more and more to the 
community, as a community 
space,” said Jensen. “We could use 
more of them in our town.” g

Redding Grange sees rise in membership / Continued from page 3

Several celebrity runners 
will be joining this year’s race, 
including Bill Rodgers, Joan 
Benoit Samuelson, Frank Shorter, 
Patti Catalano Dillon, Dan Dillon, 
and Amby Burfoot. Most of the 
proceeds from the race will go to 
supporting BSA Troop 15 (boys) 
and BSA Troop 306 (girls) of 
Redding. g

Registration and more 
information can be found at 
runsignup.com/Race/CT/Redding/
TheMarkTwainReddingRoadRace
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JRMS CyberPatriot team 
takes fi rst place in state competition l By Jessie Wright

Middle schoolers awarded 
for original works of art
By Beatrix Eriksen

District-wide free lunch program 
to end January 23 l By Rob Sample

One of four teams from John 
Read Middle School (JRMS) took 
fi rst place this December in the 
Middle School Division of the 
CyberPatriot state competition. 
Students on the winning team, 
“JRMS Team #3”, will now 
advance to the national Semifi nal 
Round on Friday, January 20, 

competing against the best teams 
from around the country.

As featured in the Sentinel’s 
October 27, 2022 issue, 
CyberPatriot is a program of the 
Air Force Association that was 
created to inspire K-12 students 
toward careers in cybersecurity 
or other science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) disciplines. The program 
hosts the nation’s largest, youth 
cybersecurity competition each 
year. CyberPatriot describes the 
annual competition as putting 
“teams of high school and middle 
school students in the position 
of newly hired IT professionals 
tasked with managing the network 
of a small company. Through 
a series of online competition 
rounds, teams are given a set of 
virtual operating systems and are 
tasked with fi nding and fi xing 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities while 
maintaining critical services.”

JRMS Team #3’s captain is Alli 
Prugh, and the team members are 
Alex Eriksen, Sara Jones, Max 
Newell, Clara Smith, and Phoebe 
Swedrock. These six students will 
be receiving a special Certifi cate 
of Achievement from CyberPatriot 
Headquarters and will advance to 
the national Semifi nal Round later 
this month. The team is coached 
by JRMS Grade 8 Science teacher 
Bryan Holmes and mentored 
by Sean Mehner, a parent and 
owner of Connecticut Information 
Security. g

As part of the National PTA’s 
Refl ections program, John 
Read Middle School students 
were invited to submit original 
works of art in the categories of 
literature, music composition, fi lm 
production, dance choreography, 
photography, and the visual arts. 
We are pleased to recognize the 
following award recipients:
For Music, Austin Bradford 
(Grade 8) - A Minor Intervention

For Literature, Sophia L. Baker 
(Grade 6) - Singing in the Shower
For Visual Arts, Rhys Freyre 
(Grade 7) - Matter Flow
For Literature, Neil Juncadella 
(Grade 5) - Taken by the Sea

Thank you to all who 
participated and a huge thanks to 
Bonnie Spies and Nora Gaydos for 
their help and enthusiasm. g

Photo courtesy of JRMS
JRMS Team #3 in the CyberPatriot competition. Front row (left to right): 
Max Newell, Alli Prugh (Captain), and Clara Smith. Back row (left to right): 
Bryan Holmes (Grade 8 Science Teacher), Alex Eriksen, Phoebe Swedrock, 
and Sara Jones. Not pictured: Sean Mehner (Mentor)

Photo by Julia Pemberton
Soaked carpets in the entryway to Town Hall. The holiday menorah had 
already been moved as clean-out began.

Photo courtesy of JRMS PTA
The award-winning students from JRMS in this year’s 

Refl ections Arts program.  

Broken pipe in sprinkler system forces closure of Town Hall 
Continued from page 1

office. 
While no defi nitive cause has 

yet been determined for the pipe 
failure, it was 4°F the previous 
night with a windchill of -11°F.

In addition, the heat in Town 
Hall had failed on the morning of 
Christmas Eve. It was 41°F in the 
building at 9:00 a.m. on December 
24, but after a day of work, the heat 
was back on by evening.

ServPro, a fi re and water clean-
up and restoration company, was 
called in immediately – and told 
town offi cials they had received 
a dozen similar calls from other 
municipalities already that day. 

According to Chief Building 
Offi cial Shaun Donnelly, the fl oor 
was wet from the back of the 
building to the front. All carpeting 
has been removed and disposed 
of, and some repairs will need to 
be made to badly affected areas 
of the fl oor. Subsequent work has 
determined that the bathrooms 
in Town Hall will also need to be 
replaced.

Most Town Hall staff have been 
relocated to the Old Town House 

and the Community Center or will 
work remotely for the foreseeable 
future. Only the offi ces of the Town 
Clerk, Tax Collector, and Registrar 
will have limited hours from 
Town Hall. Telephone numbers 
will remain the same, having been 
forwarded through the Town Hall 
telecommunications system to each 
relevant user. 

Town records and fi les were 
largely undamaged. Those that 
suffered water damage have been 
sent for drying and preservation. 
Paper fi les that may need to be 
accessed will be housed in 40-foot 
containers at Town Hall.

First Selectwoman Julia 
Pemberton estimates the clean-
up and restoration work may take 
three to four weeks. The timing 
is dependent on availability of 
materials. Although the fi nal amount 
of insurance reimbursement has 
not yet been received, Pemberton 
expects the damage to be covered 
by insurance and that the Town will 
only be liable for the deductible of 
$1,000 on its insurance policy. g

A popular adage holds that 
there is no free lunch – yet 
students in Redding and Easton 
have had theirs available at no cost 
for the past two years through a 
combination of federal and state 
funding. 

However, that funding is almost 
depleted, and as of January 23, 
students in the district will resume 
paying for their lunches. The price 
will be $3.15 for an elementary 
school lunch and $3.50 for a 
middle school lunch. Students 
who select a deli meal at the two 
schools will pay $3.50 and $3.75, 
respectively.

The prices for lunches at Joel 
Barlow High School have not yet 
been established. This is on the 
agenda for a meeting set to take 
place on January 20, after which 
the new pricing will be announced.

There are several ways to pay 
for student lunches. Parents can 
fund a lunch-money account 
online or send cash or a check to 
their child’s school in advance. 

The free-lunch program was a 
holdover from the Covid pandemic 
of 2020 and 2021. At its height, 
the Federal government provided 
funding for free lunches for all 
50 million public school students 
nationwide. That program expired 
at the end of September, but 
the State of Connecticut began 
picking up the tab through a 
temporary program called “School 
Meals Assistance Revenue for 
Transition” (SMART). That 
program was, in turn, funded by 

the federal American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA).

“A lot of towns exhausted 
their SMART funding earlier than 
we did,” noted Deena Robushi, 
Business Operations Manager 
for ER9. Robushi added that 
the program disbursed about 
$30 million statewide with 
approximately $355,000 going 
to Redding, Easton, and Easton-
Redding District 9 (ER9) students.

Free and reduced-price lunches 
will still be available for families in 
need in Redding, Easton, and ER9. 
However, families need to apply 
for this program, and qualifying 
for it depends on family size and 
income. “Normally, fewer than 
10 percent of households in our 
district will qualify,” said Robushi. 

Families who are on Medicaid 
or other forms of social-
services programs are invited 
automatically to apply for the free 
or reduced-price lunch program. 
The MySchoolBucks system 
manages the accounts of students 
who receive free or reduced-price 
lunches. The program also keeps 
the information confi dential to 
prevent possible bullying. 

Other municipalities with 
higher percentages of low-income 
students will continue to qualify 
for Federal initiatives such as the 
Community Eligibility Provision 
(CEP). CEP allows the nation’s 
highest poverty schools and 
districts to serve breakfast and 
lunch at no cost to all enrolled 
students without collecting 

household applications. Notably, 
these districts did not take part 
in the federal or state-funded 
temporary Covid program.

What Parents Need to Do

As of January 23, students 
will again need to pay for school 
lunches. To pay in advance, 
parents can fund student accounts 
at www.myschoolbucks.com. The 
website lets parents pre-order a 
certain number of meals. You can 
also download a MySchoolBucks 
app on the Apple store or Google 
Play. 

One key feature of the 
MySchoolBucks program is that 
it enables a parent to restrict 
items that a student can purchase. 
Moreover, parents can look up 
their students’ purchase histories 
online. 

Parents can also send lunch 
money with their child to school, 
in cash or check form. (Make 
checks payable to Easton-Redding 
School Lunch Program). Either 
should be sent in an envelope with 
the student’s name on it, as well as 
his or her ID number and grade.

Students who don’t pre-pay 
may pay with cash at checkout. 
However, pre-payment speeds up 
the lunch lines and gives kids more 
time to eat. g
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A new year brings a slate of 
engaging musicals, plays, and 
concerts for the months of January 
and February.  

“It’s exciting theater is back and 
better than ever in Connecticut. We 
consider ourselves lucky to live 
and work in a community where 
the arts are considered vital to a 
thriving society,” said Daniel C. 
Levine, Artistic Director of ACT 
of CT in Ridgefield.

The Aldrich Contemporary 
Art Museum. 258 Main Street, 
Ridgefield. thealdrich.org

January 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Dance: moments

This multifaceted live 
performance of dance, music, and 
art explores memory, loss, and love. 
Choreographed and performed 
by Ali Kenner Brodsky, it evokes 
memories of past relationships, 
the longing for a closeness once 
felt, and the challenge of moving 
forward through grief. 

Edmond Town Hall. 45 
Main Street, Newtown. 
edmondtownhall.org

January 26, 8:00 p.m. 
Concert: Memories of Elvis

Backed by a live band, three 
noted tribute artists celebrate 
Elvis at different phases of his 
career.   Performers include Joseph 
Hall, Patrick Johnson, and Eddie 
Lampert.  

February 25, 8:00 p.m. 
Comedy: Stand Up Comedy 
Series: Marty Caproni

A New England native, 
Caproni’s quick witted, off-the-
cuff humor is balanced with well-
crafted jokes about timely topics. 
He’s appeared in the country’s 
best comedy clubs, colleges, and 
casinos and appears on the national 
“Mess America Tour.” 

 
The Palace Danbury. 165 
Main Street, Danbury. 
thepalacedanbury.com

January 28, 8:00 p.m. 
Comedy: Funny Women of a 
Certain Age 

Comedians Carole Montgomery, 
Leighann Lord, and Jane Condon 
offer a no holds barred, unfiltered 
show. Their three hit Showtime 
specials made history and broke 
ratings records. 

February 4, 7:30 p.m. 
Mixed-Media Concert: 
Tribute to the King

Backed by the Suspicious 
Minds Tribute Band, critically 
acclaimed tribute artist Matthew 
Boyce highlights the life and 
legacy of Elvis Presley.  

ACT of CT. 36 Old Quarry 
Road, Ridgefield. actofct.org

February 23-March 19, 
various times. 
Theater: ROCK OF AGES

Special Opening Night 
Performance:  February 25, 8:00 
p.m. An exclusive pre-show 
cocktail reception in the lobby. 

Five-time Tony Award-
nominated Broadway hit transports 
you to 1987. Featuring iconic rock 
‘n’ roll hits, it’s a non-stop party 
that takes place on Hollywood’s 
Sunset Strip following Stacee 
Jaxx, aspiring rock star Drew, 
and small-town girl Sherri, as 
developers plan to turn the fabled 
Strip into a strip mall. Can the 
gang save it? 

Ridgefield Playhouse. 80 
East Ridge, Ridgefield. 
ridgefieldplayhouse.org

January 14, 8:00 p.m. 
Music: The Immediate Family

An evening with four of the 
most recorded players in modern 
music: Danny Kortchmar, Waddy 
Wachtel, Leland Sklar, Russ 
Kunkel, and Steve Postell.

January 19, 8:00 p.m. 
Comedy: Second City 

Chicago’s oldest running 
improv troupe offers a night of 

Curtain opens on local live performances 
this winter l By Pamela Brown

The latest exhibit in the 
Mark Twain Library’s rotunda 
is “basically a lot of eye candy,” 
according to Exhibit Coordinator 
June Myles. Titled “The Art of 
the Cigar,” this newest library 
installment displays cigar-inspired 
framed collages, artifacts, and 
designs created from or for the 
cigar industry.

The collection came about 
when Myles saw some cigar boxes 
at the Library that were being used 
for one of the Library’s hands-on 
creative programs.  She thought 
the boxes were attractive and, after 
some investigating, discovered that 
former Redding First Selectman 
Hank Bielawa, who served from 
1989-1999, created collages with 
cigar bands, the decorative paper 
rings that wrap around the cigar 
denoting the brand or variety.

Bielawa, who has lived in 
Redding for more than fifty years, 
said he began collecting the bands 
because “some were so beautiful 
I couldn’t bring himself to throw 
them away.” He started making 
the collages roughly six years ago 
after his wife passed away when 
he realized he had accumulated 
so many and had a lot of time on 
his hands. Bielawa spent much 
of his life in public service, as 
Redding’s First Selectman, a state 
representative, and a member of 
the Redding Board of Education. 
He said he had an interest in art 

back in high school and now 
finally has the free time to act on 
that.

In addition to Bielawa’s 
collages, Myles compiled an array 
of cigar artifacts for the exhibit, 
including a guitar made out of 
cigar boxes by Redding’s Matt 
Robey and a wooden sculpture 
depicting a Native American 
which had served as the symbol 
of a cigar store to the British when 
they started importing tobacco 
from the United States. Historical 
bits of information are posted 
throughout the exhibit alongside 
the attractive designs detailing the 
cigar industry over the years.

Connecticut played a significant 
role in that history as the soil in 
the Connecticut River Valley was 
ideal for growing high quality 
cigar tobacco. While the tobacco 
farming industry has waned in this 
state, Connecticut is still known 
for its legendary tobacco leaf and 
continues to produce the leaf used 
as wrappers in some of the world’s 
top cigars.

Some of Library founder Mark 
Twain’s cigar-related belongings 
are also part of the exhibit. 
Twain famously had a penchant 
for smoking cigars and was 
frequently captured in photos with 
a cigar in hand. His habit was so 
notorious that just last year the 
Cigar Association of America had 
a celebration in his honor on his 
birthday. 

Despite the health risks, cigar 
smoking continues to thrive. 
While the industry has had its ups 
and downs, there has been a steady 
increase in cigar sales in the United 
States since 2015, reaching more 
than 15 billion cigars sold per year 
according to Cigar Association of 
America.

For Bielawa, who said he still 
enjoys a cigar now and again, 
smoking cigars is “relaxing and an 
enjoyable pastime.”

“The Art of the Cigar” will 
be on display at the Mark Twain 
Library through the end of January 
and can be viewed during the 
Library’s regular business hours. g

60 Topstone Road is a pastoral 
retreat and one of the most iconic 
homes in the area. Originally 
called “Umpawaug Farm”, it was 
built in 1939 and architecturally 
designed for one of Redding’s 
more acclaimed residents, the 
photographer Edward Steichen. 
It is sited beautifully on a pond – 
named Steichen Pond, of course 
– and offers complete privacy 
with the waterfront setting and 
views of the fields and woods 
beyond. According to a 1984 
article in The New York Times, “A 
New Life for Edward Steichen’s 
House”, Steichen purchased the 
property and set about recreating 
the magical moods of his turn-
of-the-century photographs of 
trees and moonrises, building a 
lake and five-acre pond stocked 

with pink and white water lilies 
to resemble Claude Monet’s 
Giverny Gardens. The exterior of 
the residence is quite dramatic as 
well, featuring stone and walls of 
glass. The oversized living room 
has a panoramic view of the pond 
and, in fact, cantilevers out over 
the pond itself. Steichen’s original 
studio is now a spectacular living 
area – complete with grand piano.  

Edward Steichen, known 
primarily for his Family of Man 
photographic exhibit, lived at 60 
Topstone Road until his death 
around 1973; his ashes, along 
with those of his beloved Irish 
Wolfhound, Finntan, are buried 
on the property of neighboring 
64 Topstone Road. In 1971, The 
Redding Open Lands, Inc. signed 
a note with Steichen to purchase 

Artistic legacy of Edward Steichen’s house lives on l By Margi Esten 

Houses That Make Redding Special

117 of his 387 acres and eventually 
did buy the other 270 acres, which 
are now used for open space and 
Topstone Park.  Steichen’s “flower 
barn” for his famous delphiniums 
sits across the street on the corner 
of Topstone Road and Chestnut 
Woods Road. That renovated barn 
has been converted to a private 
residence.  

In October of 2020, still at the 
height of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Jacques Borris and Carolyn Jones 
stepped into 60 Topstone and fell 
in love with it immediately. Borris 
is a furniture designer from France 
with a passion for mid-century 
design and a gifted pianist; Carolyn 
is a photographer/documentary 
filmmaker. They longed for the 
opportunity to lovingly care for 
the home, live in it, and carry on 

Experience The Art 
of the Cigar exhibit 
at Mark Twain Library l By Lisa Goldstein

Photo by Lisa Goldstein

Photo by Jaka Vinsek
The house’s new owners, Jacques Borris and Carolyn Jones, on the deck of 60 Topstone Road. 

its artistic lineage. Having seen a 
photograph Steichen took of the 
house in 1944, the only major 
change they planned to make 
was to restore the roofline of 
the studio to its original design 
without the arch – and they did 
just that, along with the restoration 

of all the paneled walls, built-ins, 
and unusual quarry tile floors. 
Steichen – and his cherished 
home – could not have asked for 
better stewards who will certainly 
continue to retain the integrity of 
this magnificent and historically 
significant property. g

improvisational comedy in their 
new show, Swipes Right: An 
Incomplete Guide to The Ultimate 
Date Night.

Visit 3 Keys Restaurant & 
Georgetown Tavern (19 Main 
Street) for a pre-show dinner. 
Enjoy a complimentary glass of 
house wine with your entrée when 
tickets are presented. 

January 28, 8:00 p.m. 
Music: The Lords of 52nd Street

Led by Richie Cannata, Liberty 
Devitto and Russell Javors, this 
rock band shaped Billy Joel’s 
music into one of the best-selling 
and most beloved songbooks of 
the 21st century.

January 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Music: Linda Eder

Best-selling recording artist 
with fourteen solo albums, Eder’s 
best known for originating the 
role of Lucy in the Broadway 
production of Jekyll and Hyde.

WCSU Visual & Performing 
Arts Center. 43 Lake 
Avenue Extension, Danbury. 
WCSUvpac.eventbrite.com

February 24-March 5, 
various times. 
Theater: Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s Allegro

WCSU Department of Theatre 
Arts’ MainStage ensemble musical 
chronicles nearly four decades in 
the life of an Everyman. The first 
musical to be staged by a director 
who also served as choreographer 
(Agnes de Mille), Allegro features 
a series of vignettes and musical 
sequences. g

Renowned photographer Edward Steichen, who built the house in 1939.

The house overlooks “Steichen Pond”, created to resemble Claude Monet’s 
Giverny Gardens.
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John Hayes of Redding Ridge, 
Connecticut, died on December 
22, 2022 surrounded by loved ones 
at his longtime family residence.  
John was a Connecticut native, 
educated in the public school 
system in Waterbury, followed by 
the Fairfield College Preparatory 
School, Yale University (Class 
of 1954), and the Yale Graduate 
Program in City Planning. 

Early in his career, John was 
appointed Planning Staff Director 
at Gates & Ford, an architectural 
and planning firm in New Canaan, 
during which time he was 
responsible for the preparation of 
the first town plans for the towns of 
Southbury, Newtown and Bethel. 

In subsequent years, John took 
on the role of Planning and Zoning 
Director for the Town of Darien, 
during which time he developed 
the town’s first comprehensive 
town plan and oversaw numerous 

John Hayes, a long-time 
civic planner, was devoted to 
all things Redding. Over the 
years, he prepared Redding’s 
Town Plan of Conservation and 
Development and worked on the 
Town’s subdivision regulations. 
As Planning Consultant, he 
was a constant presence at and 
contributor to meetings of the 
Planning Commission. For 
decades, no important decision 
made in Planning did not have 
John’s imprint somewhere on it.

As the Letters honoring John on 
page 2 of this issue of the Sentinel 
remind us, all of Redding has thus 
benefited from John’s work. Those 
of us who worked with him in his 
role as Planning Consultant more 
directly benefited from his input to 
the Planning process and Planning 

Surrounded by his loving 
family, Andrew Crawford Whyte, 
a proud Navy Veteran of WWII, 
passed away peacefully on 
December 17, 2022.

Andrew, or Andy as he was best 
known, was born on November 
27, 1926, to Marjorie Crawford 
Whyte and Andrew Miller Whyte 
who emigrated from Scotland. The 
family settled in a “wee” house 
on Beacon Street in Norwalk, CT, 
where he and his brother, Malcolm, 
spent their childhood. Andy 
recalled watching the construction 
of Norwalk High School (now 
Norwalk City Hall) then picking 
and selling apples to the workers 
as a child. Living so close also 
allowed him to “hop the fence” 
at the bell and still get to class on 
time; eventually graduating NHS 
in 1944.

On September 20 of that year, 
still only seventeen years old, 
Andy enlisted in the Navy which 
required the written blessing of 
his father. He entered into active 
duty on October 9, 1944 and 
was initially sent to the Naval 
Air Technical Training Center 
in Norman, Oklahoma where 
he attained his AMM, Aviation 
Machinist’s Mate. From Norman, 
he was sent to the Naval Air Station 
in Corpus Christie, Texas where 
he served as an Air Crewman and 
Flight Engineer. His departure 
from Norman, however, proved 
problematic as he had already met 
the love of his life, Patsy Lenore 
Smith on a blind date that a Navy 
buddy had arranged. Hence, most 
of their early courtship entailed 
Andy hitchhiking between 
Corpus Christie and Norman 
every chance he got. He was later 
deployed to San Pedro, California 
in preparation for an invasion of 
Japan, but WWII ended just before 
he deployed.

After the war, Andy continued 
in the Navy Reserves and returned 
to Cabaniss Field, Corpus Christie, 

special studies within the region 
for the Southwestern Regional 
Planning Agency.  Eventually John 
founded “City, Town and Regional 
Planning Associates,” a consulting 
practice specializing in land use 
and environmental planning.

During the course of his career, 
John served as planning consultant 
to the towns of Bethany, Easton, 
Weston and Redding.  Several 
of the last projects that John 
worked on were the Town Plans 
of Conservation and Development 
for the towns of Easton (2007) and 
Redding (2008), and the creation 
of the Incentive Housing Plan for 
the town of Redding, which was 
adopted in 2014. 

A lifelong member of St. 
Patrick Church in Redding Ridge, 
he served as lector for many 
years and was instrumental in 
facilitating a plan which ensured 
the preservation of the original 
church structure, known as Mercy 
Hall, when new construction was 
proposed in 2000. Generous 
with all his energy and time, 
John worked tirelessly on 
behalf of others without desire 
for recognition, and in 2009 he 
received the Saint Augustine 
Medal of Service, along with 
his wife, Florence, from the 
Reverend William Lori, Bishop of 
Bridgeport.

John was a deeply reflective 

Texas. He served there as a plane 
captain, line crewman, engineer, 
and line maintenance crewman, 
attaining the rank of Officer 
Third Class. His active-duty 
service ended on June 1, 1946. 
He later returned to the east coast, 
having secured employment at 
Nash Engineering, where he also 
enrolled in the ranks of the Navy 
Reserves. Andy completed his 
duties there and was honorably 
discharged from the Navy on 
June 29, 1954, having completed 
nearly ten years of proud service 
to his country. Andy’s service 
as a Navy Veteran was always 
central to his identity and a strong 
source of pride his entire life. It 
also influenced his entry into the 
aviation field from an engineering 
standpoint and inspired his artwork 
throughout his life.

Andy and Patsy were married 
in a small church ceremony in 
Norman, OK on September 2, 
1948. They eventually moved 
back to the east coast, settling in 
Norwalk where jobs were more 
plentiful, and Andy landed at 
Sikorsky Aircraft in Stratford. He 
recalled many times being witness 
to Igor Sikorsky himself, who 
started the helicopter company, 
“test flying” some early versions 
right there from an on-site tarmac. 
Beginning as an engineer and later 
becoming an Advanced Design 
Engineer, Andy stayed with 
Sikorsky Aircraft for 42 years. 
He was the preliminary designer 
of several well-known and lesser-
known aircraft fabricated and 
built by Sikorsky Aircraft. These 
included the original “Blackhawk” 
S-67 designed and built in 1970 
(which for eight years held the 
highest land speed record at 221 
mph), the UH-60 Blackhawk 
which is well-known to every 
branch of the military and most 
civilians today, the S-76 civilian 
transport, and most recently, the 
S-92 helicopter. The UH-60, S-76 
and S-92 are still in production 
to date. Andy was also the 
preliminary designer on many 
concept aircraft which received 
patents, but never saw production. 
The patents of all the aircraft listed 
and many more hang on his studio 
wall today as a testament to his 
creative engineering capabilities. 
You can see his design work 
on display in front of Sikorsky 
Aircraft in Stratford, CT with a full 
size UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter 
mounted atop a pedestal.  

Along the way Andy co-wrote 
and published 2 books on “How 

In the first few days of 2023, 
the Sentinel asked folks at the 
Redding Community Center, 
Heritage Center, Mark Twain 
Library, and Meadow Ridge what 
their resolutions are for the new 
year. From prioritizing family and 
better health habits to enjoying 
each moment as it comes, Redding 
residents and employees are 
looking towards a happy, gracious 
year ahead. g

“I’ve made dozens of New 
Year’s resolutions over the years, 
most of which I’ve forgotten 
within 24 hours. This year is 
different. My resolution this year 
is an expression of something I’ve 
been feeling for quite some time, 
especially because of my wife’s 
recent passing—and that is that 
there is more to the world. I see 
other people as unique, with great 
ones and not so great ones, but I 
don’t know who they really are, 
where they are coming from, or 
their hopes, fears, joys, and pain. 
I am now judging less, and my 
children are taking notice. They 
see dad as more mellow and less 
concerned about the things that 
used to drive him nuts. Is that 
old age or the answer to an inner 
search—a search based on seeking 
guidance from a higher source of 
wisdom? I do not know, but the 
good news is that it is working. 
Check in with me next year 
though.”

Richard Farrell
Meadow Ridge 

• • •

“Just trying to be present in 
every moment. And to be kind – 
that’s the most important thing… 
Neither of those things are easy.” 

Jean Rexford
Redding Road

• • •

“Prioritizing self-care.” 

Alice Smith
Executive Assistant to Redding 

First Selectwoman

• • •

“My New Year’s resolution is 
to stay active and healthy. I believe 
it’s important to stay active and stay 
involved to keep your mind young 
with mental stimulation. I also do 
not read as much as I’d like, but 
it’s good to not have not enough 

leader in the field of city planning 
and devoted his career to 
advocating for and applying smart 
growth development principles 
to protect the environment and 
preserve the rural essence of 
small towns throughout the state. 
All of his work was guided by a 
deep intellect, lifelong interest 
in historic preservation and 
appreciation for the landscape 
and its natural resources.  John 
received the Redding Land Trust 
Leadership Award in Conservation 
in April, 2015. 

John was preceded in death 
by his son, Brian P. Hayes. He is 
survived by his wife, Florence 
(Hanlon) Hayes, his daughters 
Mary Kate Hayes of Canaan, 
Connecticut and Sheila (Hayes) 
Goffe of Smithfield, North 
Carolina and his grandson, Patrick 
Hayes of Dania Beach, Florida.  

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated at St. Patrick Church, 
Redding on Thursday December 
29, 2022. Burial followed at 
St Mary Cemetery, Bethel. 
Contributions may be made in 
John’s memory to the Redding 
Land Trust, St. Patrick Church, or 
to the charity of your choice. 

To offer online condolences 
please visit: www.boutonfuneral 
home.com g 

to Draw and Paint Aircraft” and 
became an active member of the 
American Society of Aviation 
Artists. Through his association 
with ASAA, he and Patsy enjoyed 
frequent travel with the group 
to forums all over the world, 
especially after his retirement 
from Sikorsky. On multiple 
occasions he was commissioned 
by the Air Force to render 
portraits of retiring aircraft or 
commemorative scenes and would 
be transported to Pensacola for 
the military presentations. Many 
of his paintings now reside in 
the Pentagon and other military 
installations.

Andy’s life alongside his true 
soulmate, Patsy, proved to be full 
and very rewarding. From raising 
two children, filling his art studio 
with history books, being an Eagle 
Scout and Boy Scout leader, his 
athletic endeavors of skiing, tennis, 
hiking and swimming, wonderful 
friends, family vacations, multiple 
doggos and later being blessed 
with five grandchildren, there were 
few dull moments.

When Patsy passed away in 
April just seven months ago, 
they had celebrated 73 years of 
marriage. But if there exists any 
blessing found in the degenerative 
dementia that eventually took 
him from us, it was that he had 
remained blissfully unaware that 
he had lost her. Their marriage, 
with all its ups and downs, was a 
love story for the ages.

Andy was predeceased by his 
mother and father, and wife, Patsy. 
He is survived by his brother, 
Malcolm Whyte and sister-in-law, 
Nancy, his daughter, Anne Whyte 
Mallozzi, and son, Andrew Scott 
Whyte, their spouses, Danny and 
Andrea, and five grandchildren, 
Lauren, Lindsay and Matt 
Mallozzi, and Kristen and Katie 
Whyte.

A service will be held at the First 
Church of Christ Congregational, 
25 Cross Highway, in Redding, CT 
on January 15, at 2:00 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend.

Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Bouton Funeral Home 
in Georgetown, CT. In lieu of 
flowers, the family has requested 
that donations be made to the 
Regional Hospice of Danbury, 
whose gentle caring support and 
guidance were invaluable for over 
a year in Andy’s final days.

Online reflections and 
memories may also be shared at 
Boutonfuneralhome.com. g

time in retirement. I don’t want 
to languish. The reason people 
move to retirement communities 
is to continue engaging in dialogue 
and mental stimulation to keep the 
mind young among our peers.”

Jack Neafsey
Meadow Ridge

• • •

“Try to yell less at my kids.” 

Jenn Romash
Jeremiah Sanford Road

• • •

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
spend quality time with my baby 
and quality time with family.”

Leanne Owens
Hopewell Woods Road

• • •

“To say no more.”

Kate Keenan
Musket Lane

• • •

“Trying to stay more organized.”

Erin Tatro
Picketts Ridge Road

• • •

“My New Year’s resolution is 
to not be in as much of a hurry. 
Most of my life I’ve been very 
busy going from one thing to 
another between serving as state 
representative, non-profit work, 
and community involvement over 
the past 51 years. I have always 
been in a hurry to make time 
count. Now that I don’t have to be 
in a hurry, living at Meadow Ridge 
gives me a chance to be calmer and 
relax.”

Josephine Fuchs Luscombe
Meadow Ridge

• • •

“My New Year’s resolution is 
really to have more fun with my 
daughter.”

Margherita Pilato
Senior Center Program 

Coordinator, Heritage Center

• • •

“Slow down and simplify.”

Sarah Zimmermann
Teen Librarian, 

Mark Twain Library

Obituaries 

John Hayes
August 19, 1931 — December 22, 2022

Andrew Crawford Whyte
November 27, 1926 — December 17, 2022 New Year’s resolutions 

around town 
Compiled by Pamela Brown and Jessie Wright

Remembrances of 
John Hayes 
He served Redding long and well 
By Susan Clark

John Hayes receiving the Redding 
Land Trust Leadership Award in
Conservation.

meetings. 
We remember him as a quiet 

yet strong presence, always a 
gentleman – and always available 
to help, to explain, to educate. 
John was meticulous, writing 
in small script in pencil on 
graph paper. Redding’s Land 
Use Administrative Assistant 
Carol Keil wrote, “I mostly 
remember that he was always a 
gentleman, super conscientious, 
knowledgeable, and kind-hearted.”   

In 2015, John Hayes 
received the Redding Land 
Trust Leadership Award in 
Conservation, with praises 
offered by trustees for his 
consummate credentials and 
commitment, which have 
benefitted not only Redding but 
surrounding towns. Past Chair of 
the Planning Commission Diane 
Taylor paid tribute to Mr. Hayes, 
citing his ground-breaking role in 
establishing model land-saving 
procedures and policies for the 
Town.

John not only served Redding 
in his professional capacity, but he 
also gave to the town personally. In 
1996, John and his wife Florence 
gifted an easement to the Redding 
Land Trust over a portion of their 
property in Redding and Easton on 
Blackrock Turnpike, ensuring that 
it will not be developed.

While his presence will be 
missed, his legacy lives on in the 
very nature of our town. g
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Business Spotlight

Photos courtesy of Andrea Ragsdale

“Background music, but with scenting” 
Oak & Vale offers handmade, paraffin-free artisan candles 
and scents l By Justin Reynolds

On the menu with…
Chris Bruno of Edison Kitchen
By Pamela Brown

Andrea Ragsdale has always 
been obsessed with luxury scented 
candles and fragrances. When she 
learned that her favorite candle line 
contained paraffin – a byproduct 
of petroleum production that’s 
created when crude oil is refined 
into gasoline – she immediately 
began searching for an alternative.

“Little did I know at the time 
it would result in me making 
my own,” Ragsdale said. “After 
developing the craft and sharing 
many candles with family and 
friends, it was their encouragement 
that convinced me to launch my 
business.” 

That business, Oak & Vale, is 
now an artisan home scent line 
that Ragsdale, a Redding resident, 
makes locally.

“As of now, the line is currently 
made up of candles, wax melts, 
and scented sachets,” Ragsdale 
said. “There are also room sprays 
and diffusers in the works that will 
be released next year.”

Ragsdale has a degree in 
architecture and design. After 
college, she worked for an 
engineering firm in Los Angeles 
before getting married and having 
children.

“I’ve always thought about 
design through the lens of tangible 
experience, and I believe that is 
why I enjoy making candles,” 
she said. “They are items that 
truly affect our experience of a 
space and one’s mood. I also am 
highly conscious of my candles’ 
aesthetics and worked to design 
them to be minimalistic, allowing 
them to fit visually into many 
different interior styles with ease.”

Oak & Vale’s candles are 
100-percent paraffin-free. 
“Paraffin is not sustainable or 
biodegradable,” Ragsdale said. 
“Many companies choose to use 
paraffin in their candles, because it 
is cheap and easy to use.” 

According to Ragsdale, there 

Chris Bruno, chef-owner of 
Edison Kitchen in Bethel, created 
his restaurant and oyster bar last 
year with the spirit of New England 
in mind. “The architecture and 
decor are unique,” said Bruno, 
referring to the historic Opera 
House building in which Edison 
Kitchen operates. “We honor the 
building by providing high quality 
food and spirits prepared from the 
most wholesome ingredients.” 

Bruno’s cooking philosophy is 
straightforward, allowing three to 
five pristine ingredients to speak 
for themselves. “I believe in 
serving food that our guests want 
and enjoy. Whether it’s a burger or 
foie gras, we treat the ingredients 
with the same care because we’re 
in the hospitality business, and, to 
me, that means giving the guests 
what they desire and making it as 
well as we can.”

Although Edison Kitchen 
celebrated its one-year anniversary 
in December, Bruno has owned and 
operated several other restaurants 
throughout Fairfield County over 
the course of his career. “The fun 
part is the challenge of building 
a truly great team,” Bruno said. 
“The gratification of seeing a 
group of people with aligned goals 
and professional values come 
together and work as one is always 
my greatest satisfaction.”

are also studies that show burning 
paraffin wax releases potentially 
dangerous chemicals.

“I feel the environmental 
concerns alone are enough to 
make a paraffin-free product,” she 
continued. “I do consider indoor 
air quality very important for my 
family, and I created and continue 
to make these products to burn in 
my own home.”

Ragsdale creates her candles 
using coconut wax, taken from the 
organic meat of the coconut. She 
also blends in a small amount of 
other natural waxes to harden the 
coconut wax, which is very soft.

“Beyond the environmental 
and indoor air quality positives, 
coconut wax candles are a superior 
product,” she said. “They tend to 
burn longer and cleaner while also 
coming from a renewable source 
and being biodegradable. While 
a more expensive material and a 
little harder to work with, I feel 
it’s worth the expense and extra 
effort.” 

Additionally, Oak & Vale 
products are cruelty-free, which 
means they are never tested on 
animals. They also don’t contain 
any phthalates, a class of man-
made chemicals that cause 
endocrine disruption, Ragsdale 
said.

“I believe the high quality of the 
ingredients I use, together with the 
carefully curated fragrances, make 
my products quite different,” she 
said. “Another difference is that 
our scents tend to be more subtle 
— think background music, but 
with scenting.” 

Ragsdale describes herself as 
extremely picky about fragrances. 
“I want the scents to be luxurious, 
interesting, and sophisticated,” 
she said. “I have gone through 
thousands of samples and blends 
and am still constantly trying new 
ones.”

Once Ragsdale identifies a scent 

His Apple Cider Glazed 
Steelhead Salmon with a Butternut 
Squash Crabcake is a practical 
dish perfect for this season. 
“In the cooler months, people 
tend to gravitate to more heavy 
meals,” Bruno explained. “This 
has an autumn/winter feel while 
remaining a somewhat lighter 
option.” 

Bruno shared his insights on a 
life in the kitchen:    

Most useful kitchen gadget?
A tablespoon. It peels, it 

scrapes, it removes pin bones from 
fish, it stirs, it shapes, it serves, and 
quite a few other things.

Valuable advice learned in your 
culinary career?

I apprenticed under a highly 
accomplished, highly demanding 
Austrian chef. He advised me on 
day one that if he had to tell me 
anything twice, I was out. That 
advice taught me to listen and 
listen well.   

Favorite food memory?
Cooking hot dogs with my twin 

sister when we were eight years 
old. It was the first thing we ever 
cooked.

How can a home cook easily 
make a meal special?

Buying great ingredients and 
keeping it simple. g

that she believes has potential, she 
tests it in use. Generally, it takes 
six months to a year before she’s 
ready to bring a new scent to 
market.

“Each fragrance will burn 
differently once combustion 
occurs, so this step is crucial as 
part of scent selection,” she said. 
“Also, there’s the safety issue 
of testing and finding the proper 
percentage to use and which wick 
manufacturer and size. The process 
results in lots of test candles, so 
my house always smells pretty 
interesting.”

At artisan events, Ragsdale is 
often asked how she names her 
scents.

“They are most often named 
after people, places, and memories 
special to me,” she said. “It keeps 
the process fun for me. I find scent 
to be so closely tied to memory that 
they are impossible to separate, 
and I believe this is why scent 
preference can be so personal.” 

Ragsdale has enjoyed becoming 
one of Redding’s many creative 
entrepreneurs. “When I launched, 
I had no idea what support would 
be like for a local artisan maker; 
I started all this out of love for 
candles and wanting to share my 
products,” Ragsdale said. “What 
I found after starting was many 
talented local artisans making so 
many amazing things and a real 
appreciation for the handmade 
and local products in our area. It 
makes me proud to be a part of this 
community.”

Oak & Vale products are 
available at oakandvale.com and 
at several local artisan fairs. They 
are also available for sale at Ally 
Bally Bee in Ridgefield and Local 
Soul in Wilton. Looking ahead, 
Ragsdale hopes she’ll extend the 
brand into more local stores as she 
scales. g

Salmon:
1 quart apple cider
½ bay leaf
2 sprigs fresh thyme
6 threads of fresh rosemary
2 whole shallots
1 Tablespoon apple cider vinegar
Salt and pepper, to taste
2 8-ounce Salmon fillet portions
3 ounces dry vermouth

• Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
• In a small saucepan, combine 
all ingredients except salmon 
and vermouth and simmer until 
reduced to 20 percent of its original 
volume; set aside to cool to room 
temperature. 
• In an ovenproof sauté pan, sear 
the top side of the salmon. Turn the 
salmon over and promptly spoon 
on half of the prepared glaze. 
• Pour the vermouth into the pan, 
then place the pan in the oven for 
four minutes. 
• Spoon the remainder of the 
glaze on the salmon and cook for 
four to six minutes, depending on 
your desired doneness.

Crabcakes:
12 ounces diced butternut squash
2 Tablespoons onion, minced
2 Tablespoons celery, minced
2 leaves of fresh sage, minced

1/2 teaspoon Dijon mustard
1 small egg, beaten
4 ounces lump crabmeat
Panko crumbs (or cornstarch, if 
you prefer gluten-free)

• Roast the butternut squash in a 
350-degree oven until shriveled; 
allow to cool. Pulse in food 
processor to bring pieces to the 
size of a small pea (Do not puree).
• In a small pan, sauté onion and 
celery, along with minced sage, in 
small amount of butter or olive oil 
until translucent; set aside to cool.
• Add the remaining ingredients 
to the pan except the crab and the 
panko; thoroughly mix. It should 
be the texture of a slightly wet 
cookie dough. If it’s too moist, add 
more panko (or cornstarch); mix 
again. 
• Delicately fold in the crab, 
being careful not to shred it. 
Sear the crab cakes on the stove 
in three tablespoons of butter or 
olive oil until browned. Finish 
in the 350-degree oven for six to 
eight minutes (until they reach 
165-degree internal temperature).
• To finish, in the sauté pan used 
for the salmon, reduce remaining 
glaze and pour over the salmon 
and crabcake. g

Apple Cider Glazed Steelhead Salmon with 
Butternut Squash Crabcakes  |  Serving size: 4

alternatives, while saving money.”
Unlike the price of natural gas, 

analyzing electricity rates and 
switching to another supplier is 
something within the consumer’s 
control. Because electricity-gen-
eration rates change every six 
months, Nevins said, the astute 
consumer can follow electricity 
markets and choose a cost-saving 
supplier.

“People think electricity rates 
are going up because of a mean 
Mr. Potter in the background, but 
that isn’t the case,” Nevins said. 
“Unfortunately, many people don’t 
pay close attention to the price of 
things.”

By way of illustration, Nevins 
noted that a station in Georgetown 
now charges $3.75 for a gallon of 
gas. By contrast, a station in Beth-
el that is closer to his Cross High-
way home charges $2.87 – yet 
the Georgetown station is usually 
more crowded.

Rob Mars also switched to 
Constellation in the fall of 2020 
and will enjoy an ultra-low elec-
tricity rate (nine cents per kilowatt 
hour) through next November. 
“So, come November, I’ll be shop-
ping again for the supplier with the 
lowest cost,” said Mars.

Customers’ utility bills are di-
vided into two parts – supply and 
delivery. Regardless of the suppli-
er one chooses, Eversource contin-

ues to handle electricity delivery. 
Delivery costs have continued to 
rise as well, Mars noted, and thus 
consumers have no recourse but to 
find other ways to trim their costs. 

Mars has lived in his house for 
ten years, and his well pump died a 
few years ago. His electricity bills 
were always quite high, but Mars 
thought it was just part of living in 
a house with a well. The family’s 
electricity usage was cut almost in 
half when they got a new pump.

“I’m diligent with turning off 
lights, and our house has three 
wood stoves – which helps a lot 
with our oil bills,” said Mars. His 
home was recently assessed for so-
lar panels, but that company told 
Mars the house was not well-sit-
uated for solar. Mars intends to 
invite other solar companies for a 
second opinion.

Vanessa Alward signed up for 
Constellation several weeks ago, 
but this is not the first time she 
has utilized an alternative energy 
supplier. “Some time ago, I had a 
friend who worked for Verde En-
ergy, so we checked them out and 
switched to them,” Alward said. 
“Then, my friend left the company, 
Verde merged with another com-
pany, and we went back to Ever-
source for about six years.”

The recent increase at Ever-
source prompted Alward’s switch 
to Constellation. She did so by 

using a free service called Power-
Setter.com, which compares rates 
among electricity suppliers and 
sends members periodic updates. 
In addition to rates, consumers 
also need to be aware of any ear-
ly-cancellation penalties a supplier 
might assess, Alward pointed out.

“People have to pay attention to 
all this, because we all can’t afford 
these high electricity rates,” said 
Alward. “We signed up for a three-
year period, but we can cancel at 
any time without a penalty.” 

The “green” nature of Con-
stellation’s supply mix appeals to 
Alward. “It feels good to do some-
thing positive for the environment 
and save money at the same time,” 
she said.

Still exploring his options is 
Redding resident Bob Marty. 
“Eversource’s rates and constant 
outages are outrageous,” said Mar-
ty. “In the old days, monopolies 
like utilities were highly regulated. 
These days, there’s not a strong 
countervailing force to get them 
to do what they’ve agreed to do: 
to provide us with reliable energy.”

Marty’s house has a wood-
shake roof, which rules out the in-
stallation of solar panels. He noted 
that even if he were to switch to an 
alternate supplier, he’d still rely on 
the Eversource grid for electric-
ity delivery – and during the past 
several years outages have become 

Coping with doubling electricity rates, consumers turn to alternate suppliers / Continued from page 1

more frequent.
“I’ve owned a house in Upstate 

New York for 20 years,” he noted. 
“For comparison, we’ve never had 
a power outage there.”

Eversource customers who fall 
behind on their bills can enroll in a 
“hardship plan.” The plan prevents 
power from being shut off at the 
customer’s residence during win-
ter months. The customer can de-
fer paying the balance until warm 
months, usually beginning May. 

The customer can then request 
a payoff plan, enabling a big bal-
ance to be paid off over time. The 
catch is, you’ll need to pay the 
agreed-upon past-due amount in 
addition to your current charges 
– which might be higher when it 
turns warmer if you run your air 
conditioning a lot. What’s more, 
if you miss a payment, you’ll owe 
the entire balance in one lump 
sum.

Another caveat is that while 
you’re in the hardship plan, you 
cannot select an alternate supplier 
of electricity. Eversource recently 
incurred some public embarrass-
ment when it enrolled a host of 
customers in a pilot shutoff protec-
tion program automatically, based 
on demographic data and payment 
histories. The Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority (PURA) re-
ceived about 50 complaints from 

customers who discovered they 
were enrolled when they attempt-
ed to switch to alternate suppliers 
and were blocked from doing so. 
Eversource has now requested 
with PURA a modification in the 
terms of the pilot program to fix 
the issue. 

Here are some of the alternative 
suppliers of electricity available 
to Eversource residential custom-
ers, which was compiled by Ener-
gizeCT.com. Please note that not 
all suppliers operate in every town 
in Connecticut. 

Constellation Energy: 
(855) 795-9889 or 
constellation.com

Direct Energy: 
(888) 548-7540 or 
directenergy.com

TownSquare Energy: 
(877) 430-0093 or 
townsquareenergy.com

Think Energy: 
(888) 923-3633 or 
thinkenergy.com

Xoom Energy CT: 
(888) 997-8979 or 
xoomenergy.com

North American Power: 
(877) 572-0442 or napower.com
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“Do they have poetry in their 
soul?” The question seeks a 
desirable criterion for intimacy, 
friendship, business, and social 
relationships – for all acquaintance 
– but it does not imply a 
stereotype. Poetry is in who you 
are and how you see. There is no 
typical profile for a poet. Born 
in 1879, Wallace Stevens was a 
lawyer who lived handsomely 
in Hartford, Connecticut as a 
successful insurance executive. 
His poems disclose a deep 
appreciation for living moments, 
an embrace of ambiguity, and 
contemplation of the ephemeral as 
holding essence.    

What exactly is poetry? Words 
that rhyme, an assemblage of 
clever phrases, special insights? In 
his essay, “The Poetic Sentiment”, 
Edgar Allan Poe wrote, “…a poem 
deserves its title only inasmuch as 
it excites, by elevating the soul. 
The value of the poem is in the 
ratio of this elevating excitement.” 
Poe also argued against passion 
alone as poetry’s driving impulse. 
“[Passion’s] tendency to degrade, 
rather than elevate the soul 
[makes] love unquestionably the 
purest and truest of all poetical 

By Sarah Zimmermann 

Although the days of shop class 
in schools are long gone, every 
month at the Mark Twain Library 
you can find a dedicated group 
of elementary and middle school 

students using wire cutters, scis-
sors, circuits, and craft materials to 
build robots. In December’s work-
shops, one group of participants 
used old cereal boxes, tweezers, 

Good books for good readers 
Author Spotlight:  Dennis Lehane l By Margi Esten

Need help with your resolutions? 
Start 2023 off right with these new titles l By Pamela Brown

and simple electronics to create 
their own Operation-style game. 
The other group built an interac-
tive snowflake using simple craft 
supplies, electronics, and a mo-
tor controlled by Adafruit Circuit 
Playground Express (CPX). In 
the latter workshop, students were 
able to code the snowflakes using 
Microsoft MakeCode, a block-
based programming system. Stu-
dents from both workshops took 
home their projects to share with 
friends and family.

The Library is looking for-
ward to offering monthly robotics 
workshops through the end of the 
school year and beyond! g

Sarah Zimmermann is Teen 
and Reference Library at 

Mark Twain Library.

Wallace Stevens 
Selected Poems l Edited By John N. Serio    

328 pp. Alfred Knopf. $22

Book Review Library Corner  

themes.” Poetry may take, 
among its dynamics, epic mania, 
intense melancholy, or acute 
nostalgia when those themes carry 
sentiments which express human 
emotions in elevated excitement, 
answering Poe’s essential qualifier. 
Finally, there are 96 words for 
“love” in Sanskrit, in English 
only one. It might be true that 
our antecedent culture, despite a 
linguistic richness that produced 
Shakespeare, Shelley, and Keats, 
perhaps requires poetry.

Stevens, unique as a poet for 
strong productivity past 40 years 
old, won the National Book Award 
for Poetry twice, in 1951 and 
1955. For those who can embrace 
Stevens, among the joys of his 
imagination is what might be 
called “candor of spirit.” The best 
poets seek to express, in images 
open to interpretation, dark and 
light aspects of being. Finally, 
poetic sentiment clarifies a love 
for life itself. Wallace Stevens 
wrote: “Perhaps the truth depends 
on a walk around the lake.” How 
a poet experiences the world in 
his imagination is the point of 
poetic expression. The poet’s job, 
Stevens wrote, is “to get at the 
world itself.” Stevens understood 
our brief love affair with living 
as perishable, and using visions 
of blackbirds, of snowmen, of 
ice-cream, of all we see and love 
and feel, he portrays experience 
as beautiful but fleeting. Wallace 
Stevens is Connecticut’s great poet 
of the 20th century, and his words 
are asking us today: “Do you have 
poetry in your soul?” g

Review by Tom Casey
Tom is the author of Human 

Error and Stranger’s Gate

Dennis Lehane was born 
and raised in Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, a familiar 
backdrop for many of his crime 
and mystery fiction novels. After 
his first novel, A Drink Before 
the War, (which won the Shamus 
Award), he went on to publish 12 
more novels; four of them have 
been adapted into films (Live by 
Night, Mystic River, Gone Baby 
Gone, and Shutter Island). But – 
and you won’t be surprised to hear 
me say this – READ the books 
and don’t just watch the movies, 
even though the films, particularly 
Mystic River with Sean Penn, Tim 
Robbins, and Kevin Bacon, are 
pretty wonderful!

Lehane is an extraordinarily 
accomplished writer – in addition 

The new year is the perfect time 
to assess where we are, where we 
want to be, and how we want to 
live our lives. Whether you want 
to make time for fun, improve 
your mental health, cook or drink 
healthier, try a new hobby, or bond 
with family, many new books will 
help you be the best you can be in 
2023 . . . and beyond. 

Mental Health and Wellness

• New York Times Bestselling 
How We Heal: Uncover Your 
Power and Set Yourself Free by 
wellness educator Alexandra Elle 
is an empowering guide to healing 
yourself and finding peace. It 
includes Elle’s personal story and 
simple practices that changed 
Elle’s life, including journaling 
exercises, restorative meditations, 
and affirmations alongside 
uplifting stories of healing.

• The Fun Habit: How the Pursuit 
of Joy and Wonder Can Change 
Your Life by Mike Rucker, PhD, is 
a science-backed book that reveals 
how intentionally increasing your 
joyful moments can improve 
your health, relationships, and 
productivity. 

• In Microjoys: Finding Hope 
(Especially) When Life Is Not 
Okay, Cyndie Spiegel offers 
intimate essays and thoughtful 
prompts to help you see the 
micro-joys in life that will keep 
you buoyed and moving forward 
in difficult times and sustain you 
every day.   

Food and Drink

• Toast to good health with 
Free Spirit Cocktails by Camille 
Wilson, a compact, colorful book 

Photo by Sarah Zimmermann

to his novels, he was also a staff 
writer on the acclaimed HBO 
series The Wire and worked as 
a writer/producer on HBO’s 
Boardwalk Empire and Netflix’s 
series Bloodline.  

His novels basically fall into 
three categories: the Kenzie and 
Gennaro detective duo series, the 
Joe Coughlin mystery series, and 
his stand-alone novels. 

The Kenzie and Gennaro 
detective duo series features a 
husband-and-wife team working 
through crimes in the Dorchester 
area of Massachusetts. Drink 
Before the War, Darkness Take My 
Hand, Sacred, Gone Baby Gone, 
Prayers for Rain, and Moonlight 
Mile). I’ve read them all – great 
page-turning escape reading, and 

of booze-free libations featuring 
easy-to-mix, satisfying, zero-proof 
recipes such as Art Basil (green 
tea, aquafaba, and pineapple). 

• Sabrina Fauda-Role shares 80 
delicious, healthy, and fuss-free 
meals in One-pot Healthy: Easy 
Healthy Meals in Just One Pot that 
go from pot to plate in ten minutes.

• The Herbivorous Butcher 
Cookbook by Aubry & Kale 
Walch, brother-sister duo behind 
the first vegan butcher shop in 
the U.S., is ideal for vegans and 
people wanting to eat less meat. 
It has 75 recipes for savory plant-
based meats and standout vegan 
dishes, plus entertaining stories.   

• In Eating Together Being 
Together, award-winning psych-
ologist Dr. Caroline Clauss-Ehlers 
and her husband, Michelin-starred 
chef Julian Clauss-Ehlers, share 
80 recipes and concise tips that 
transform cooking and eating into 
fun, meaningful experiences that 
help parents and kids grow closer, 
build healthier eating habits, and 
foster special traditions.  

Home Organizing

• Learn about yourself and 
how your home holds limitless 
opportunities to create meaning, 
shape behavior, and inspire action 
in Find Yourself at Home: A 
Conscious Approach to Shaping 
Your Space and Your Life by 
Emily Grosvenor (on-sale June 
2023). This philosophical and 
practical guide helps you create an 
empowering home environment 
that reflects your values and 
supports you on your journey of 
self-discovery.

• Love Your Home Again: 

ALL are good.
The Given Day, Live by Night, 

and World Gone By is his Joe 
Coughlin mystery series and 
all take place in Boston during 
the 1920’s, continuing through 
the 1930’s and 1940’s. Great 
writing with a lot of details about 
prohibition.

Finally, his four stand-alone 
novels (my favorites!) are Mystic 
River, Shutter Island, The Drop, 
and Since We Fell, his most recent 
published in 2017.   

Fortunately, I am confident 
Dennis Lehane will continue to 
write and keep me reading his 
books!

Happy New Year, Everyone! g

Organize Your Space and Uncover 
the Home of Your Dreams by Kate 
Pawlowski and Ann Lightfoot 
helps you create a peaceful, 
organized home by providing 
guidance and helpful tips for 
handling sentimental items, 
embracing quality over quantity, 
and organization methods for 
every room and small spaces.

Crafts and Hobbies

• Jessica Smith offers short 
projects in 15-Minute Drawing 
that explore drawing, coloring, 
and shading with coloring pencils 
and markers in a relaxing, fun 
way. Each 15-minute project can 
be completed in no more than six 
steps and includes practice pages, 
color swatches, and helpful hints.

• In Crochet Crush, Molla 
Mills brings together the best 
in modern crochet design with 
23 contemporary patterns for 
incredible home decor and 
accessory pieces to use and wear. 
There’s a comprehensive section 
on getting started for those looking 
to try crochet for the first time, 
including how to choose yarns 
and use tools to create stitches and 
effects. g

The Snow Man 
By Wallace Stevens

One must have a mind of winter
To regard the frost and the boughs
Of the pine-trees crusted with snow;

And have been cold a long time
To behold the junipers shagged with ice,
The spruces rough in the distant glitter

Of the January sun; and not to think
Of any misery in the sound of the wind,
In the sound of a few leaves,

Which is the sound of the land
Full of the same wind
That is blowing in the same bare place

For the listener, who listens in the snow,
And, nothing himself, beholds
Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is.
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The Natural World

Building demolition approved Developer to move forward at West Redding property  / Continued from page 1

Wildlife’s Year: Winter l By Elizabeth Jensen

The building at 3 Side Cut Road in 1916. At that time, it was used as Emory Sanford’s general store and train depot. 
A gasoline pump can also be seen at the far right of the lower porch.

Photo courtesy of Greenwich Property Partners, Inc.
The building in December 2022.

Photo by Eva Bonner Photo by Jill Wellington

before the 1905 photograph of 
Jennings’ Store. Photographs were 
taken on the visit and included in 
the report. These windows were 
preserved inside of a new exterior 
wall built during the 1920’s. These 
distinctive historic windows are a 
principal discovery from our site 
visit.”

“The Committee and owner 
may consider many remediation 
alternatives to the demolition 
delay,” the report continued. 
“Recognizing structural deter-
ioration, the existing structure 
most likely cannot be restored and 
must be demolished. Hopefully, 
the Committee can review 
reconstruction plans considering 
the size, materials, and design 
of the replacement structure 
consistent with the surrounding 
community, and zoning 
regulations. Remediation of the 
demolition delay might consider 
other historic features, such as 
integration of Jennings’ bow-front 
window, gabled roofs, Italianate 
features on the western façade, or 
other historic features, preserving 
the central streetscape of this West 
Redding landmark.”

Joe Cugno, the architect for 
SC-3 LLC, reinforced the notion 
at the May 26 meeting that the 
building is in poor shape. He 
said he is sensitive to the look of 

For many of us here in Redding, 
winter is a time for holidays, 
comfort food, and pants with 
forgiving waistbands. For our wild 
animal friends, winter is primarily 
about managing temperatures and 
access to resources to survive. Here 
are some ways our local wildlife 
makes it through the season, and 
how we can help them.

Staying warm
Hibernation is a fairly well-

West Redding Center and also the 
Town’s desire to maintain design 
elements of the existing building. 

A resident and nearby property 
owner expressed concern about 
the decline of 3 Side Cut Road 
and expressed support for the 
new owners and their plan to 
reconstruct the building. 

The Committee discussed the 
report and voted unanimously to 
waive the 180-day demolition 
delay requirement, with the 
condition that there is further 
discussion on the possibility 
of salvaging certain historical 
architectural elements of the 
building.

Hendric R.E. Vogt, Managing 
Director of Greenwich Property 
Partners, Inc., the real estate 
investment, development, and 
management company looking to 
redevelop 3 Side Cut Road, told 
the Sentinel on December 29, 2022 
that, “We are in the process of 
completing the various feasibility 
studies together with our architect 
and engineers. Due to internal 
delays, it is not yet possible 
for us to provide information 
as to whether the building will 
be demolished or completely 
renovated and expanded. This 
decision will be made in the 
coming weeks. If there is a 
demolition, this will happen in the 

known dormancy tactic used by 
some animals to survive winter. 
True hibernators like groundhogs 
drop their temperatures below 
68 degrees and slow down their 
heartbeat and respiration, allowing 
them to survive on stored fat until 
spring. Animals like skunks and 
squirrels on the other hand enter a 
state of torpor, or mini-hibernation. 
Slowing their respiration and heart 
rate to save energy as needed, an 
animal’s torpor can last for a few 

next few months, i.e., immediately 
before the construction work can 
begin.”

Relocating the two tenants from 
the building also resulted in delays 
to redevelopment. One tenant 
moved soon after the closing 
last spring. The second tenant, 
Deborah Ridabock, who lived in 
the second-floor 1100 square-foot 
apartment most recently with her 
daughter and five dogs, moved on 
November 29, 2022 following an 
eviction and multiple attempts to 
stay.

The eviction case SC-3, LLC 
v. Ridabock, Deborah Et Al was 
filed on May 6, 2022 and granted 
for the plaintiff  SC-3 LLC on 
November 18, 2022 in Danbury 
Superior Court. Ridabock made 
five appearances in court to ask the 
judge to stay the eviction over a 
six-month period.

The property was “overdue” 
for repairs, Ridabock said, but 
her home for 20 years. “I was 
hoping to get three more years 
there. I moved there with the two 
youngest of my six children. I 
didn’t think I could have lived in 
Redding – then low and behold. 
It was a really cool place to live. 
I used to help take care of things,” 
she said.

“The existing building 
is currently in a dilapidated 

days or weeks – but sometimes 
less than a day. Reptiles, and 
amphibians like our wood frogs, 
slow their metabolism and enter 
a state of brumation. Unlike true 
hibernation, brumating animals 
can pop back up on a random sunny 
day. (Fun fact: underwater turtles 
practice cloacal respiration when 
they go dormant, which basically 
means they breathe through their 
butts. How bru-mantic!) 

No matter what form of 
dormancy local wildlife is 
experiencing, it’s best to let 
sleeping animals lie – especially 
in the winter. Animals roused out 
of true dormancy may not survive 
until spring. 

Tips to help our wild friends in 
winter – from Wildlife In Crisis 
(a wildlife preservation and 
land conservation non-profit in 
Weston):
• Buy non-toxic antifreeze made 
with propylene glycol instead of 
ethylene glycol – the latter can 
kill animals in small doses. Safe 
brands include Sierra and Prestone 

condition,” said Vogt. “The 
roof is leaking, the basement is 
flooded when it rains heavily, and 
some of the wooden elements are 
rotten and no longer reliable,” 
he continued. “Living in this 
building in its present condition 
is negligent. When we took 
over the house, there were 
still two tenants living on the 
second floor. In order to carry 
out a comprehensive building 
analysis and planning, and in 
order to avoid accidents due to 
the building structure, we had to 
give notice to both tenants, also 
primarily for safety reasons. One 
party moved out immediately, 
and the other party had trouble 
finding a new apartment due to 
their personal situation, as she 
had five pets. We are glad that she 
found a new home at the end of 
last November. This gave us the 
opportunity to move forward in 
the planning phase.”

Vogt described why the property 
is significant. Greenwich Property 
Partners, Inc. “recognized the 
potential of the hamlet of West 
Redding due to location and 
economic reasons. There was a 
historically important building 
which deserved to be brought up 
to the 21st century by doing the 
ideal justice to the history and 
architecture,” he said.

Lowtox. Animals are attracted to 
antifreeze for its sweetness, so 
clean up spills quickly, and look 
for brands that have the bittering 
agent denatonium benzoate.
• If mice take up residence 
in your home, do not use glue 
traps or snap traps, as mice often 
bite off their legs to escape, and 
mice stuck on glue traps slowly 
dehydrate and starve. Poison 
is inhumane and can cause 
secondary poisoning to natural 
predators like owls and hawks. 
Instead, use non-lethal mousetraps 
like Safegard Humane Rodent 
Traps, so mice can be trapped 
and released away from your 
home. Store food in rodent-proof 
containers, and patch up any holes 
in walls, including exterior walls. 
Install chimney and vent covers 
to prevent animals like squirrels 
from making homes in your attic. 
• While it’s best to provide 
natural sources of food and 
shelter for birds by planting native 
species that produce seeds and 
berries, birds may need an extra 

Vogt described the re-
development as an effort to help 
revitalize the neighborhood of 
West Redding. “Our intention is to 
turn the hamlet of West Redding 
back to its prosperous roots,” he 
explained. “We want to restore this 
historic building to bring it back to 
its original beauty. The former West 
Redding Store was known as the 
‘social point’ in the hamlet, led by 
long-term owners. We are planning 
to bring that back. We are already 
in talks with prospective tenants. 
Also, there will be new apartments 
on the second floor which will help 
to cover the increasing demand 
in the area. From an architectural 
perspective, we intend to bring the 
gabled roof back that was originally 
there pre-1965 (replacement of the 
leaking flat roof).”

“Undoubtedly, Redding is one 
of the most attractive towns in 
Fairfield County,” Vogt continued. 
“There is a lot of nature, and 
history, and the citizens care about 
their town. We feel West Redding 
should again take on its small role 
as a functioning business center 
and cater to local residents, cyclists, 
hikers, and those passing through 
as a place to stop and have a break. 
This development will play a huge 
part in that transformation.” g
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According to the Redding 
Land Trust Book of Trails 
( r e d d i n g c t l a n d t r u s t . o r g /
stormfield), this property was 
purchased in 1974 by the Town 
of Redding from the owner of 
Twain’s Stormfield property. The 
original estate was named after 

Twain’s Captain Stormfield’s 
Visit to Heaven and the names 
of the preserve’s five trails were 
suggested by characters, objects, 
or events in that story.

The land was transferred 
to the town in annual, 15-acre 
installments. The Book of Trails 

Big Outdoors / Stormfield  / Continued from page 1

also notes that, “In 1985, the Town 
became full owner of Stormfield’s 
woods, rocks, brooks and “wide 
splendor”: (but not of the rebuilt 
villa-the original was destroyed 
by fire in 1923-and 67 acres which 
remain in private ownership).”

Halley’s Comet Trail uses 

switchbacks to traverse the steep 
hill, and in winter the elevation 
gives a nice view of the property. 
Even with the switchbacks, the 
initial ascent will get the heart 
pumping. There are several loop 
trails that allow you to vary the 
length of the hike. 

At the top of the hill, stay on 
Halley’s Comet until you see 
the entrance to the Harp Trail on 
the right. (Taking the Captain’s 
Trail offers another loop option.) 
Follow Harp until you see Halo 
on the left. This is a self-contained 
loop that will bring you back to 
the Harp Trail. Coming out of 
the Halo loop, take a left and 
pick up the Harp Trail. You will 
have the option to join Captain’s 
Trail, which continues through 
the woods and back to Halley’s 
Comet, where you can rejoin the 

switchbacks down to the bridge and 
back to Fox Run. 

Otherwise, you can take a right 
onto Raccoon Lane, an old wood 
road that parallels the lovely 
Moffitt’s Brook and brings you 
back to Fox Run Road. (This route 
is about two miles and under an 
hour). Or, you can lengthen the hike 
with the out-and-back Jean’s trail. 
However you choose to explore 
the area, you’ll find quiet, variety 
and the unmistakable fragrance of 
Hemlocks. g

boost during the winter. Use a blend 
of seed in birdfeeders that includes 
high calorie oiled sunflower seeds. 
Hang suet cakes for woodpeckers 
and offer dried mealworms for 
overwintering bluebirds. Don’t 
forget a water supply for songbirds 
and other wildlife if a frost-free 
body of water does not exist on 
your property. 
• If feeding ducks at a nearby pond, 
do not feed them bread, as it does 
not have enough nutritional value 
for wintertime eating. A great thing 
to feed ducks during the winter is 
dry dog or cat food moistened with 
water until soft. The birds love it, 
and the extra fat in their diet helps 
them replenish the water-repellent 
oil in their feathers and the fat they 
burn to stay warm. 
• Bake homemade pies, and 
deliver them to the author of this 
article, so she also has enough 
snacks to last until spring. Happy 
winter! g
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Calendar of Events
$ = fee applies

R = registration required

Food

Arts 

C hildren, Teens

Monday, Jan. 9 - 
Friday, Mar. 24

Easton Arts Council Winter 
Celebration of the Arts  + 
Member Art Show
Check eastonlibrary.org for open 
hours.
Reception: Saturday, Jan. 21 from 
7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
The Easton Arts Council will 
host its annual Celebration for 
the Arts Member Show in the 
Easton Public Library Community 
Room, with works by 50 artists 
and photographers from Easton 
and neighboring towns. Contact 
Elizabeth Katz at katz.elizabethi@
gmail.com with questions.
Easton Public Library
691 Morehouse Road
Easton
eastonartscouncil.org

g

Friday, Jan. 13

Lyrics Coffeehouse – Richard 
Neal and Friends
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
townofreddingct.org/parks-and-
recreation
$

g

Saturday, Jan. 14

Art Reception – Peter McCrea
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Join artist Peter McCrea to 
celebrate his “Patterns of Nature” 
exhibit in the Conference Room
Easton Public Library
691 Morehouse Road
Easton
eastonlibrary.org

g

Sunday, Jan. 15

The WAMC Scholarship 
Winners Concert
2:00 p.m.
The Wednesday Afternoon 
Music Club resumes its annual 
scholarship winners concert 
featuring Easton’s Kate Wegener, 
an oboist in the Master’s program 
at Juilliard and Michael Kalinin, 
an organ major at UCONN. 
Jesse Lee United Methodist 
Church
25 Flat Rock Road
Easton
wednesdayafternoonmusicclub.
org

g

Sunday, Jan. 15

Artist Talk on Exhibition: 
Layers Revealed
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Talk by featured artists Korry 
Fellow Jerri Graham, Melissa 
Newman, and Tim Holmstrom
The Norwalk Art Space
455 West Avenue
Norwalk
thenorwalkartspace.org

g

Saturday, Jan. 21

Dance Performance – Ali 
Kenner Brodsky: moments
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Dance performance inside second 
floor gallery
The Aldrich Contemporary Art 
Museum
258 Main Street
Ridgefield
thealdrich.org/events
$, R

g

Meetings Special Programs

This Week’s Featured Events
Lyrics Coffeehouse
Richard Neal and Friends

Friday, Jan. 13
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Bring refreshments and friends
to enjoy an evening of live music. 
Redding Community Center.
37 Lonetown Road
townofreddingct.org/
parks-and-recreation

Babysitter Awareness 
Training

Sunday, Jan. 29
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Red Cross Babysitter Certification 
cards awarded upon successful 
completion.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
townofreddingct.org/
parks-and-recreation

Formal Dress 
Exchange

Saturday, Feb. 11 
- Sunday, Feb. 12
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Open to any student/parent in need 
of formal attire.
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
95 Greenwood Avenue
Bethel
Contact dawnfaw@aol.com

Want to feature an 
upcoming event? 

E-mail us at
advertise@reddingsentinel.org
for more information.

Thursday, Jan. 12

Ozobot Art 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Combine art and technology to 
create beautiful light pictures.
Grades 9-12
Bethel Public Library
189 Greenwood Avenue
Bethel
bethellibrary.org
R

g

Saturday, Jan. 21

Story Time and Studio Crafts: 
The Boy with Flowers in His 
Hair
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
All ages
Enjoy storytime, explore the 
largescale sculpture, Daisy Chain, 
by Kathleen Ryan and create 
flower chains from everyday 
materials in the Museum’s studio. 
The Aldrich Contemporary Art 
Museum
258 Main Street
Ridgefield
thealdrich.org/events
R *at capacity

g

Sunday, Jan. 29

Babysitter Awareness Training
Ages 11-15
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Red Cross Babysitter Certification 
cards awarded upon successful 
completion.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
townofreddingct.org/parks-and-
recreation
$, R

g

Wednesday, Feb. 22

Family Bingo Bonanza
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Children must be accompanied by 
a parent.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
townofreddingct.org/parks-and-
recreation
$, R

Thursday, Jan. 12
Gilbert and Bennett Wire Mill 
Advisory Committee
6:00 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road and Zoom
townofreddingct.org

g

Thursday, Jan. 12
Redding Board of Education – 
Budget Presentation
7:00 p.m.
John Read Middle School
486 Redding Road
johnreadps.org

g

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Board of Selectmen
7:30 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room*
100 Hill Road
townofreddingct.org

g

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Conservation Commission
7:30 p.m. 
Zoom
townofreddingct.org

g

Thursday, Jan. 19
Redding Historic Cemetery 
Committee
2:00 p.m. 
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
townofreddingct.org

g

Thursday, Jan. 19
ARPA Funds Working Group
5:00 p.m.
Zoom
townofreddingct.org

g

Thursday, Jan. 19
Redding Board of Education – 
Budget Presentation
7:00 p.m.
John Read Middle School
486 Redding Road
johnreadps.org

g

Thursday, Jan. 19
Democratic Town Committee
7:30 p.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room*
100 Hill Road
townofreddingct.org

g

Friday, Jan. 20
Board of Selectmen Budget 
Workshop
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road and Zoom
townofreddingct.org

g

Monday, Jan. 23
Board of Finance
7:30 p.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room*
100 Hill Road
townofreddingct.org

Please refer to townofreddingct.
org/events for additional 
Meetings listings and more 
information.

*Meeting may be held virtually 
via Zoom due to ongoing water 
clean-up at Town Hall. Please 
refer to townofreddingct.org/
events for current location 
information.

Saturday, Jan. 14

BBQ, Bluegrass & Beer
with Walrus Alley and Hitch + 
the Giddyup
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m. cut off
Nod Hill Brewery
137 Ethan Allen Highway
Ridgefield
nodhillbrewery.com
$, R  *Sold Out

g

Wednesday, Jan. 18

Cooking with the Thirsty 
Radish – Warming Winter 
Soups
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Zoom
Mark Twain Library
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Wednesday, Jan. 25

Garden to Kitchen Cooking 
Class
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Harness hearty winter flavors 
during this cooking class led by 
Director of Culinary Operations 
and Chef Neena Perez.
Grace Farms
365 Lukes Wood Road
New Canaan
gracefarms.org
$, R

g

Sunday, Jan. 29

The Taste of Easton-Redding 
presents Soups & Stews
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Bring your favorite winter dish
Easton Public Library
691 Morehouse Road
Easton
facebook.com/
groups/292256432939141

g

Tuesday, Feb. 14

Taproom Tastings: Bread
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Join Chief Curator Catherine 
Prescott and historian Mary 
Tsaltas-Ottomanelli as they 
investigate historic food and 
drink cultures. 
Zoom
Keeler Tavern Museum
keelertavernmuseum.org/events
R

Thursday, Jan. 12

Winter Sowing: An Easy and 
Low-Cost Way to Start Native 
Pollinator Plants
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
In person and Zoom
Materials sponsored by the Bethel 
Land Trust
Bethel Public Library
189 Greenwood Avenue
Bethel
bethellibrary.org
R

g

Saturday, Jan. 14

Winter Tree Identification
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Waitlist only
Join David Beers, the Western 
Connecticut Service Forester 
for CT DEEP on a walk along 
Woodcock trails. 
Woodcock Nature Center
56 Deer Run Road
Wilton
woodcocknaturecenter.org
R

g

Monday, Jan. 16

World Affairs Forum: Public 
Health
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Thursday, Jan. 19

Human Trafficking Prevention 
and Protection
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
In person and Zoom
Grace Farms
365 Lukes Wood Road
New Canaan
gracefarms.org
R

g

Sunday, Jan. 22

Volunteer Open House
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Gather in the pavilion for 
refreshments and a tour of the many 
volunteer opportunities available at 
Woodcock Nature Center.
Woodcock Nature Center
56 Deer Run Road
Wilton
woodcocknaturecenter.org
R

g

Tuesday, Jan. 24

Intentional Health: Positive Steps 
in Self Care
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Thursday, Jan. 26

A Civil War Soldier’s Story: Pvt. 
William Webb
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Tuesday, Jan. 31

CT Author Series
The Crate: The Story of War, a 
Murder, and Justice
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

Saturday, Feb. 11 
and Sunday, Feb. 12

Formal Dress Exchange
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Open to any student/parent in 
need of formal attire, regardless of 
ability to donate
Donation drop offs accepted 
Wednesday, February 8 from 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. or 6:00 
p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
St Thomas’ Episcopal Church’s 
Parish Hall
95 Greenwood Avenue
Bethel
Contact dawnfaw@aol.com  

Thursday, Jan. 19

Modern Calligraphy 
Workshop
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Waitlist only
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Sunday, Feb. 5

Knitting & Spinning by the 
Fire
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon with 
Nutmeg Western CT Spinners 
Guild.
New Pond Farm
101 Marchant Road
newpondfarm.org
R

CraftsSunday, Jan. 22

Free Music Performance by 
INTEMPO Students
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
The Norwalk Art Space
455 West Avenue
Norwalk
thenorwalkartspace.org

g

Thursday, Feb. 2

Redding Elementary School 
Winter Concert
6:30 p.m.
Grade 3 & 4 Chorus and Grade 4 
Orchestra
Redding Elementary School
33 Lonetown Road
reddingelementaryps.org



12   l   Redding Sentinel   l   January 12, 2023

Jodi Langford 
203.733.8804

Mike Anderson
203.770.3349

Jack Baldaserini
203.788.4040

Peri Bartro 
203.240.5919

Rita Craig Rush 
917.846.2281

Alexis Bennett 
203.313.3110

Barbara Baughman 
203.241.9444

Kim Cuniberti 
203.733.6976

Tim Dent 
203.470.5605

Donna DiBartolo 
203.858.0597

Margi Esten 
203.241.8453

Joan Florczak 
203.615.4913

John Frey 
203.240.0624

Liz Furrer 
203.733.0678

Sarah Nicole Goguen 
773.343.6498

Jasmine Gannalo 
203.898.2030

Lara B. DiBari Tersigni 
203.482.2790

Carol Hanlon  
203.240.1233

Joanne Grasso 
203.733.9344

Deb Haws 
203.241.7977

Debbie Gore 
203.417.5692

George Hanlon 
203.240.1234

Jefferson Guthrie 
203.788.9400

Charlie Knoche 
203.731.7770

Kate Kubisek 
203.313.3271

Sharon Hoverman 
203.733.5073

Marilyn Sloper 
203.770.6240

Ira Stone 
203.240.5754

Anne Schmiedel 
203.470.9159

Lonnie Shapiro 
203.731.7722

Denise Taylor 
860.977.3699

Terri Tournas 
203.561.5893

Adrian Voss 
203.241.7957

Kenn/Betsy Olbrych 
203.526.0697

Sarah Patterson 
203.417.6254

Heather Payne 
203.470.7069

Marge Lanzara 
203.994.5301

Heather Lindgren 
646.932.4075

Carissa McMahon 
203.442.4159
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joe.porricelli@cbrealty.com
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Coldwell Banker Realty Ridgefield and Redding offices 
commemorate Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 

Monday, January 16th, 2023.

“Make a career of humanity. 
Commit yourself to the 
noble struggle for equal 
rights. You will make a 
better person of yourself, 
a greater nation of your 
country, and a finer world 
to live in.”   
–  Martin Luther King Jr.


