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Good for: families, groups of 
friends who are looking to meet 
for a walk, geology enthusiasts

The Limekiln Natural Area and 
the adjoining properties are West 
Redding treasures that cover more 
than 180 acres of land owned by the 
Town of Redding and the Redding 
Land Trust. There are several 
features that make it a great area to 
explore, including a wide variety 
of both greenery and geology, a 
vernal pool, some beautiful stands 
of native Mountain Laurel, and 
ample parking near the trailhead 
around 16 John Todd Way (off 
Limekiln Road). 

That’s likely why Stuart Green 
(Conservation Commission 
Member and Trail Tender 
Extraordinaire) and Jeff Morgan 
(Trail Tender) selected this area 
for the June 6, 2.8-mile hike in 
celebration of National Trails Day. 
About two dozen people ranging 
in age from 8 to 80+ participated, 
and all were able to manage the 
rolling hills and occasional stream 
crossings. 

Your 
Government 
at Work – 
A Primer 
By Julia Pemberton, 
First Selectwoman
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Back in 2015, Redding 
Historical Society and Town 
Historian Charley Couch had an 
idea. Why not have a July 4th 
celebration in town, complete with 
music, fireworks, games and tasty 
add-ons like a pie tasting contest 
for the ages, a notion not thought 
possible given just how difficult it 
would be to pull off. Well, Mr. C 
made it happen. 

Now, Charley’s Rock ‘n Roots  
Revival 2022 is on, happening 
Saturday, June 25. (Sunday, June 
26, Rain Date) Starting at 4:00 
p.m., Bluegrass, Acoustic blues, 
Reggae, with a touch of country 
rock, Electric blues and a jam 
by the Lone Town Boys is on 
tap for people to enjoy prior to 
the Fireworks finale, a vision the 

Rock ‘n Roots Revival l By Robert Moran

esteemed Charley Couch would 
approve of without question. 
http://rockinrootsrevival.org

This wonderful picture, taken 
by the late Charley Couch, says it 
all as Charley was curious, smart, 

Eversource 
tree removal 
worries residents
By Donna Christopher
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Exploring the Limekiln Natural Area   
 By Jeanne Ammermuller

According to the Redding Land 
Trust Book of Trails (available at 
reddingctlandtrust.org), the natural 
area takes its name from the lime 
kiln operation that was located 
nearby in the early 19th century. 
Once completely stripped of trees 
to fuel the kiln where limestone 
under intense heat was reduced to 
a powder used in the manufacture
of plaster, it is now a lush wooded 
oasis. 

Redding acquired the core 
property, known as the Mary 
Frances Jackson Purchase, in 
1973. Pearl and Jack Marcus 
donated 30 adjoining acres to the 
Land Trust in 1979 (now known 
as the Marcus Gift). Adjoining 
the west side of Limekiln Natural 
Area, Todd’s Wood (in two 
separate parcels) was acquired by 
the Land Trust in 1989 through a 
subdivision set-aside. And a year 
later, almost two acres were added 
to the southern section of the 
Wood through a gift to the Trust 
from Hjalmar Anderson. 

Much of the Limekiln Road 
area, including these tracts, was 
owned in the last century by various 
members of the Todd family, of 

whom Charles Burr Todd is best 
remembered for having written a 
history of Redding.

Now the area offers a variety 
of trails that make for either a 
fun, short hike or a longer, more 
ambitious one. 

The Trails Day route started at 
the end of the cul-de-sac on John 
Todd Way, with the trail through 
Todd’s Wood, then followed the 
Gneiss Trail (pronounced ‘nice’ 
and referring to the type of rock 
present in the outcroppings there) 
to the Split Rock Trail and took a 
short break by the impressive split 
rock (known as a glacial erratic). 

A trail map is recommended 
for navigating the crisscrossing 
trails. For the last several years, 
Redding’s Zoning and Inland 
Wetlands Enforcement Officer 
Aimee Pardee has generously 
donated her time and talent to 
create updated signage for trails 
throughout town. She has a few 
more to complete in the Limekiln 
Natural Area, and the older signs 
can be easy to miss. 

If you have a favorite trail 
you’d like us to write about, e-mail 
editor@reddingsentinel.org g

Form
The Town of Redding is one of 

102 municipalities in Connecticut 
that retains a Selectmen-Town 
Meeting form of government, 
from a total of 169. The Select-
man-Town Meeting government 
is unique to New England and 
is rooted in our nation’s earliest 
settlements. In practice for 300+ 
years, the Town Meeting is often 
referred to as the purest form of 
democracy. You, the registered 
voters in the Town of Redding, 
are the legislative body of the 
Town.  All registered voters in the 
Town of Redding are eligible to 
participate in the Town Meeting. 

The Town Meeting votes to ap-
propriate money to run the town, 
schools, police protection, the 
construction and maintenance of 
streets, a transfer and recycling 
center, and recreational activities. 

Redding’s First Selectwoman 
is the Town’s chief executive of-
ficer, elected to a two-year term. 
A three-member Board of Select-
men superintends the concerns of 
the Town. 

The Annual Town Meeting is, 
as stated, a once-a-year event, set 
forth in the Connecticut Gener-
al Statutes. The purpose of this 
meeting is to vote on a town bud-
get. When Redding was consid-
erably smaller, the Annual Town 
Meeting could pass the town bud-
get with a voice vote. Today, Red-
ding has over 6,000 registered 
voters. This renders a voice vote 
impractical if not impossible. 
Thus, the Annual Town Meeting 
is adjourned to a machine vote 
(budget referendum) that takes 
place on the second Tuesday in 
May.  

The Town Meeting also votes 
on the Town of Redding’s local 
statutes, which are called ordi-
nances. These events are noticed 
as Special Town Meetings and 
can be called any time of year.

The Town of Redding operates 
on a fiscal year that runs July 1st 
- June 30th. The budget approved 
on May 3, 2022, of this year for 
$ 51,461,424 will fund operations 
of the town and schools for the 
fiscal year beginning on July 1, 
2022. Capital expenditures were 
also approved for items including 
new roofs at the Town Hall and 
Highway Garage, replacement 
of tennis courts, and equipment 
for both the Highway and Police 
Departments. 

Function
In addition to the First Select-

woman and Board of Selectmen, 
constitutional officers of the 
Town include Town Clerk, Tax 
Collector, and Town Treasurer. 
Each carry out essential tasks 
that contribute to the ability of 
your local government to perform 
and to provide the high level of 
service that Redding residents 

Redding residents expressed 
their concern at a public meeting 
that Eversource’s tree removal 
plan will negatively impact the 
environment and scenic roads. 
Company officials say the 
proposed clear-cutting will protect 
the power lines that service the 
town. About 100 residents attended 
a May 25 public meeting at which 
Eversource officials presented 
its vegetation management plan 
for the 3.7-mile section of its 
transmission lines, which includes 
a part of Cross Highway, a section 
off Redding Road (Route 107), 
and Hill Road.

The System Resiliency 
Program, according to Eversource, 
includes tree trimming––clearing 
electric lines of limbs and 
branches––and removing weak, 
dead, or diseased trees that can 
bring down wires if they fall.

Sean Redding, manager of 
Vegetation Management with 
Eversource was among the utility 
company’s officials presenting the 
plan.

“Connecticut is the fifth most 
tree-covered state in the country. 
We have a pretty high population 
density. You … live out in the trees, 
in the woods, and that’s also where 
our wires are. Addressing trees 
is not only an Eversource issue 
but a town issue. It could hinder 
emergency response and impact 
critical facilities. It’s a shared 
impact directly to individual 
property owners and tree owners 
when they come down,” he said.

“Our ability to manage the trees 
that are in close proximity to our 
wires is guided by state statutes 
and regulations set by PURA 
(The Connecticut Public Utilities 
Regulatory Authority) and gives 
us a certain ability to perform 
the work in the utility protection 
zone,” Redding continued.

The company is required to 
notify tree owners and get consent 
if a tree is to be removed on private 
property and will work with “the 
DOT and your tree warden for 
trees overhanging the public way 
regarding what we plan to do,” he 
said.

The tree warden position in 
Town is currently open. 

Sean Redding continued that the 
statutes give individual property 
owners the right to question 
the tree work that is planned, to 
modify or deny that work, and to 
take the matter to PURA when 
there is a dispute.

“We’ve seen an increase of these 
more intense storms over the last 
decade. Ninety percent of outages 
come from trees, branches come 
down and wires come down. And 
trees coming down and breaking 
poles. These lead to longer outages 
and the ability to restore electricity 
to our customers,” Redding said.

“A single property owner who 
doesn’t agree with the work we 
have planned and does not allow
us to complete that work can also 
affect their neighbors and the 
whole street, firehouses, the town 
hall, the shelter in these locations 
where we cannot obtain our full 
clearance.” 

giving and above all else, someone 
who loved Redding and gave so 
much of himself to make our town 
a better place to live. Charley 
was a dear friend to me and he is 
missed without question. g

Photo by Charley Couch

Continued on page 14
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Redding’s Big Outdoors
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“Report from Hartford” 
at Meadow Ridge 
By Pamela Brown

Important news regarding 
state taxes and other items were 
presented at a “Report from 
Hartford” event held on June 
6th at Meadow Ridge. As the 
2022 Legislative Session came 
to a close, State Senator Will 
Haskell of the 26th State Senate 
District and Ann Hughes, State 
Representative for the 135th 
District, provided a summary to 
the gathering of over 60 people. 
The event was co-sponsored by 
the Redding League of Women 
Voters (LWV) and Meadow 
Ridge. Kim O’Rielly, president of 
LWV, was the moderator. 

 The top item noted was the 
removal of pension taxes. “What’s 
new and historic in the budget is 
we finally eliminated state taxes 
on pensions, annuities, and social 
security income on retirees,” said 
Hughes. As Vice Chair of the 
Aging Committee, Hughes will 
also be putting low vision funds 
back on the legislative agenda. 
Other issues to be voted on in 
the November ballot will be a 
referendum question on early 
voting in addition to candidates 
for Governor, U.S. Senate, 

In our first issue, in April, I wrote that we’d planned three monthly 
issues this spring to prove the concept that a community will rally round 
its local newspaper. With enough support and enthusiasm from you, our 
hope was to publish weekly from September.

Well, indeed this community has rallied ‘round the Sentinel! By the 
numbers, subscribers for these three issues represent 23% of Redding 
households, which is awesome by any measure. You can see in the paper 
how advertisers are supporting us, with more in each issue. And many 
people have offered help, written articles and letters, and sent donations. 
Truly, I can’t have imagined a better response.

So, we will indeed see you in September.  We’ll start bi-weekly at first 
and work up to weekly incrementally with the goal being, always, to build 
a paper and an organization for the long term.

We therefore are happy to announce that we are now accepting 
annual subscriptions. If you subscribe before August 1, the rate will be 
$85.  After that, the rate will increase. Please visit www.reddingsentinel.
org to subscribe or send a check payable to Redding Sentinel to P. O. Box 
1121, Redding Center, 06875. If you would like to subscribe but are un-
able to, please contact Angelica Fontanez, Director of Social Services, at 
afontanez@townofreddingct.org. Thanks to the generosity of some of our 
neighbors, complementary subscriptions are available.

Thank you for joining us on this journey to bring Redding back from 
the land of news deserts. We will post on social media and www.red-
dingsentinel.org over the course of the summer to keep you up to date on 
our progress. g

Redding Food Pantry 
changes donation policy
By Angelica Fontanez, Director of Social Services

The Food Pantry operated by 
Redding Social Services has been 
helping Redding residents in need 
for many years.  We are grateful 
for the opportunity to provide 
food to our Redding neighbors 
and thankful for the generous 
donations from the community. 

Because there are limitations to 
the types of items any food pantry 
can accept and then offer, we have 
decided to change our acceptance 
policy in order to expand access. 
As of July 1, 2022 we will accept 
only gift cards or monetary 
donations for the Food Pantry. 
Food items, including dry goods 
(paper towels, soap, detergent, 
etc.) will no longer be accepted.  

We look to this change 
of procedure as a benefit to 
recipients, making it simpler and 
more discreet for them to receive 
help while broadening the range 
of support beyond food and dry 
goods.
Convenience: 

Gift cards allow the users to 
purchase on their schedule, not 
simply when the Food Pantry 
distribution is open. Donations 

are not limited to dry goods, so 
gift card recipients can purchase 
perishable items such as fruits, 
vegetables, meats, fish, dairy 
products.
Dignity:

Recipients can obtain their gift 
cards quickly and discreetly; their 
needs are not observed by others in 
the office or at the Center;
Practicality:

Foods no longer languish at the 
Center when they are not requested 
before their expiration date. 

Gift Cards are available at 
Caraluzzi’s and other local grocery 
stores, as well as online. Monetary 
donations are also accepted. Both 
can be delivered to the Heritage 
Center Monday through Thursday. 
Although many surrounding towns 
have moved to gift cards, Danbury 
and Fairfield food pantries still 
accept food and dry goods.

If you have any questions or 
concerns, please reach out to me 
at afontanez@townofreddingct.
org or Michelle Stillman at 
mstillman@townofreddingct.org 
or at 203-938-9725. g

To the Editor,
 The Second Annual Pickleball Tournament at the Redding Community Center was a huge success!  More than 

70 players, ranging from 12 to 80 years old, came out to play in 40 individual games with seven different skill 
divisions.  Because the event lasted all day, a food truck was present to provide sustenance.

 The old, cracked tennis courts will soon give way to brand new courts, lined for both tennis and pickleball, so 
next year’s event will be even more fun and safer.  We occupied all the tennis courts, all day long, but next year we 
also hope to have two new, dedicated pickleball courts, to accommodate an even larger turnout.  Thanks in large 
part to our sponsors, TD Bank, Topstone Financial, Riding in Redding, The DuRie Family, and Marilyn Sloper at 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate, the event raised more than $5,000, which will go to the Town of Redding to help 
defray the cost of those pickleball courts.  

 It was wonderful to see so many people meeting one another, sharing contact information, and asking when they 
could play one another again.  To all who played, watched, or donated, a hearty Thank You!   We hope to see you 
on the courts! g

Kim Becker, Woods Way / Tami O’Connor, Wood Road

To the Editor,  
 We were pleased to see an article on the terrific Barlow Boys Volleyball Team and their Coach, Kevin  

Marino in the last edition of the Redding Sentinel. Coach Marino and his predecessor Coach Lovelett, have  
created a program whose success is built on hard work, team spirit, friendship and character. What the humble Coach  
Marino neglected to share (and we are happy to tell on him) was that for the past 2 years he, along with the players 
and their parent supporters, have dedicated a game, the “Play for Luke” game as a fundraiser for the Jordan Poco  
Foundation. The JPF Foundation provides programming to high schools, colleges and communities to raise  
awareness and educate students and others around suicide prevention and mental health. Joel Barlow held just such 
an event over 2 days in May, the Check In Day culminating in the Play for Luke event. The timing of these events 
could not be more important, given the alarming numbers of youth and young adults struggling with mental health 
issues. The youth in the communities of Redding and Easton are not exempt. We applaud the Joel Barlow staff and 
students, in particular Marianne Pieratti and Athletic Director Michael Santangeli for their leadership in bringing 
Check In Day to Barlow students.  Luke, Barlow ’15, found community and connection in the JBHS Volleyball 
program and we, his family, are profoundly grateful that they are joining with us to break the silence, reduce stigma 
and encourage connection.

We encourage our Easton-Redding Community at large to support these events in the future. Let’s be a  
community that strives to not let ANYONE suffer in silence.

 Go Falcons! g

The Glidden-Keenan Family, Musket Lane

To the Editor, 
A Redding friend recently brought me the inaugural issue of the Redding Sentinel when she was a house guest 

in Annapolis. Nothing could have made me happier! The demise of the Redding Pilot was a sad day for Redding. 
The Pilot’s contributions to civic and social life in town were significant and from my experience, absolutely 
necessary to a well functioning local government. You are to be commended for undertaking the very worthwhile 
task of reinstating a local newspaper for the community! I enjoyed reading the first issue and seeing some famil-
iar by lines from the past Pilot days, which inspires confidence that the paper is in very good hands. I congratulate 
you and wish you great success in this endeavor. g

Natalie Ketcham, Former First Selectman of Redding

To the Editor,
My husband and I have lived in Redding where we raised our five Children for 55 years. 
The idea of living in a quiet lovely town was so great, having come from the Bronx and Staten Island, NY, 

was special but a different style from city living.
Our five kids went to Redding schools, saying how their memories will always be remembered. Until the 

day came for them to go to Joel Barlow. Our first child did well and then the second who was an average child 
fell through the cracks…therefore sending the last three to private school, which we gladly did but always 
remembering our taxes left spaces for others.

Now, in recent years, there are some who want to take the security of our senior years to eliminate the tax 
abatement from we seniors, who want to stay in Redding, as I do, having lost Ed five years ago. Our five kids 
and eleven grandchildren love coming to their “home”, no matter where they now live and have great memories 
of our small town of Redding. g

Pam Caraluzzi, Cross Highway

To the Editor,
 Good government doesn’t just happen. It takes the dedicated efforts of a team of community-minded residents, 

interested in promoting the best interests of our town. Vacancies exist in areas from land use to education to parks 
and recreation.

Therefore, the Redding Republican Town Committee actively seeks candidates who are dedicated, reliable,and 
fair-minded. Most of all, they should have a strong desire to give back to the community. Of course, we focus on 
candidates who are registered Republicans.

Qualified individuals should contact me, the chair of our Committee on Vacancies: wjm@danburylaw.com.  
Thank you. g

 
Ward J. Mazzucco, Wood Road

   Justin Reynolds 
   Pamela Brown

To the Editor,
A recent announcement by the power company, Eversource, to include Redding in a pilot plan to expand tree 

trimming beyond normal maintenance threatens the irreplaceable resource of healthy, mature trees along a town 
designated Scenic Road, Cross Highway. 

Within approximately three miles, Cross Highway presents a varied overview of Redding, from a small rural 
town atmosphere with historic houses to open vistas of land bordered by stone walls and mature trees. Beginning 
at Route 107, Cross Highway passes through a significant part of the Redding Center National Register Historic 
District. This includes the Redding Green and the First Church of Christ, Congregational, widely considered a vi-
sual centerpiece of Redding, as well as many houses built in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Several of the 
properties feature century old barns and other outbuildings. 

Continuing to its end at Black Rock Turnpike, site of Christ Episcopal Church, Cross Highway offers scenic 
landscape views including “The Crossfield Scenic Area” at Little River, which provides access to trails. Land Trust 
sites at 6 Cross Highway and the northwest corner of Black Rock Turnpike and Cross Highway provide more open 
space. The road blends naturally into the surrounding terrain as demonstrated by the numerous grade changes. 

Importantly, Cross Highway, along with other town roads, maintains its beautiful landscape in large part because 
of the mature trees that grace both sides of the road. They must be protected. g

 Raymond D’Angelo, Chair, Redding Preservation Society & Cross Highway Resident
 

Use this QR code to go directly to 
the Public Acts document.

Congress, statewide constitutional 
officers, and state senator and 
state representative. At the event, 
Senator Haskell noted the current 
Death with Dignity legislation 
was lost by only one vote and 
will be added to the next session. 
“We need to pursue this issue and 
lobby for it,” he said. 

 On the Federal level, it was 
reported that $5 billion funding 
is available for electric school 
buses. Hughes and Haskell 
noted Connecticut should lead 
by example and will offer $70 
million in matching funds. As part 
of the budget bill, the Connecticut 
Child Tax Rebate was signed into 
law, providing taxpayers with a 
state tax rebate of $250 per child 
for a maximum of three children. 
“A number one issue is to expand 
services paying down debt service 
to free up funds for kids and 
seniors with disabilities,” added 
Hughes. 

 A summary of the Major Public 
Acts of the 2022 Legislative 
Session that was compiled by the 
Office of Legislative Research 
was distributed to all attendees 
and can be found online at https://
www.cga.ct.gov/olr/documents/
year/MA/2022MA-20220513_
Major%20Acts%20for%202022.
pdf g

Editorial Letters to the Editor 
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Centenarians are inspirational l By Pamela Brown 

     A few of the fifteen centenarian 
residents of Meadow Ridge share 
the secrets to their longevity. 
   Mimi Smolian, 103, advises, 
“Relax and enjoy every day!” 
She drove a car until age 100 
and doesn’t like sugar. A former 
nursery school teacher and pilot, 
she eats fruits and vegetables, 
plays Scrabble and Mahjong, 

listens to books on tape, talks 
with her grandchildren online, and 
enjoys quiet time alone. 
   A former teacher and principal 
of Ridgefield High School, and 
current Ridgefield Rotary Club 
member, Dr. Hal Healy, 99, 
credits his faith, positive attitude, 
and sense of humor. He plays 
bridge online with people all over 

the world, doesn’t let sickness get 
him down, and has faith in today’s 
youth to make it a better world.  

Grady Jensen, 99, who served 
in the Navy, was a businessman 
and Mayor of Scarsdale, says it’s 
about clean living and having a 
sense of humor. He also reads and 
uses his computer.

World traveler Marion 

Wertheim, 99, is always stylish in 
colorful jackets from her travels. 
Her mom lovingly told her she 
never grew up.  Marion paints, 
draws, reads, and as a member of 
the Sierra Club, walks and hikes. 
  Jean Zamore, 104, a former 
kindergarten teacher, plays 
bridge and Mahjong, reads, 
and grows flowers indoors. She 

Dr. Hal Healy, 99 Mimi Smolian, 103 Grady Jensen, 99 Marion Wertheim, 99  Jean Zamore, 104

appreciates the community and 
staff at Meadow Ridge for being 
so friendly and says, “Things 
aren’t easy but you have to learn 
to swing with them and have a 
positive attitude.” g

Photos by Carol Morgan

Georgetown update  
By Rocco Valluzzo

Redding First Selectman Julia Pemberton is awaiting a draft of the 
Phase 1 environmental site assessment from Tighe & Bond on the Gilbert 
& Bennett property. She has scheduled a public forum on the matter on 
Monday, July 18, at 7 p.m. at the Redding Community Center.
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Falcons repeat as Class M 
champs l By Rocco Valluzzo

From the start of the season, the 
Joel Barlow High boys volleyball 
team had its sights set on its 
ultimate goal yet remained focused 
on each match right in front of it. 
Such a strategy propelled them to 
a second straight appearance in the 
state Class M championship.

Like they had done in every 
previous match, the top-seeded 
Falcons came out running on all 
cylinders on Thursday, June 9. 
They did not let up until they had 
secured a 3-0 (25-21, 25-22, 25-
20) win over third-seeded New 
Canaan at Pomperaug High in 
Southbury.

The win marked the second 
straight undefeated season for 
Barlow, which also did not lose a 
single set the entire time.

Barlow, which defeated the 
same opponent in the season-
opener, held a slim lead for much 
of the first set before going on a 
three-point run on the serve of Nick 
Collins, assisted by strong net play 
from outside hitter Will Villhauer 
and middle blocker Ashton Silich 
to go up 16-11. Ryan Schmid’s hit 
prompted the Rams to call timeout 
to stop the momentum as the 
deficit grew to 18-12.

New Canaan drew a little closer 
with consecutive blocks by Will 
Larson and even came within two 
points of catching Barlow (22-20) 
before the latter called a timeout of 
its own, something it has not done 

very often this season.
“It was needed,” said Barlow 

head coach Kevin Marino. “Then 
we kind of settled in and relaxed 
and were able to pull through.”

Carter Janki’s kill won back the 
serve and the Falcons closed out 
the first set.

A strong start in the next set saw 
the Rams going up 6-2. Although 
Barlow eventually tied things on 
six different occasions it did not 
regain the lead until Schmid’s 
kill made it 15-14 on a four-point 
service run by Villhauer.

New Canaan faulted on a 
couple of serves and then had 
trouble handling a few by Schmid 
as Barlow went on to win 25-22.

The Falcons clearly had the 
momentum as the final set got 
underway, jumping out to a 7-3 
lead which grew to nine (19-10) on 
Alex Liach’s kill before the Ram’s 
cut it to 24-20 but Schmid’s kill 
sealed the win to end the season.

“It was an amazing win, “said 
Barlow senior setter Leo Houser, 
who will play for Roanoke College 
next year. “We knew coming into 
the season we had a target on our 
back, obviously being last year’s 
winners. This year we knew we 
had a good team coming in. We 
just wanted to finish out the season 
perfectly like we did last year.”

Barlow finishes the season at 
25-0. g

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo

Joel Barlow High’s Ryan Schmid, left, and Ashton Silich go up for a block 
during the state Class M boys volleyball championship.  

Barlow captures state crown l By Rocco Valluzzo

Being exceptionally aggressive 
at the plate paid big dividends for 
the Joel Barlow High baseball 
team in the finals of the state Class 
M tournament.

Heading into the contest, the 
fourth-seeded Falcons’ strategy 
was to hit anything straight early 
in the count against seventh-
seeded Woodlawn of Beacon Falls 
on Saturday, June 11. It was not 
long before the runs began to pile 
up in what resulted in a lopsided 
20-1 victory at Palmer Field in 
Middletown.

The victory marked Barlow’s 
first state title since the early 1960s  
- when Lyndon Johnson was 

president. It was also the highest 
number of runs by a winning team 
in the tournament since 1976.

“Woodland is a good team,” 
said Barlow head coach Matt 
Griffiths, whose team defeated 
second-seeded Sheehan of 
Wallingford 4-2 in the semifinals.” 
We knew they had a good pitcher 
in Mike Belcher He’s got a really 
good fastball. We knew he would 
try to get ahead with it.”

It did not take long for the 
Falcons to get to Belcher, who 
lasted two and a third innings. 
During that time Barlow pounded 
out six hits to score seven runs, 
highlighted by a three-run homer 
by Matt Gaudio in the top of the 
third which put his team up 7-0.

Belcher’s successors, Matt 
Deegan and Ryan Montini, also 
had a tough time keeping Barlow’s 
bats under control. They piled on 
13 runs in the bottom of the fourth 
to go up 20-0, highlighted by RBI 
triples by Will Scott and Lucas 
Asanovic.

“It was wild,” said Griffiths. 
“It was one of those games where 
everything was clicking.”

When the Falcons weren’t 
building their lead they were 
protecting it behind some errorless 
baseball and the pitching of senior 
right-hander Matt Scott. Barlow’s 
ace, who has committed to play 
for Stanford University next year, 

threw five innings, allowing three 
hits and one run while striking out 
10 for the win.

“Matt threw a great game as he 
has all year,” said Griffiths, noting 
that Scott also got the win in the 
tournament opener and in the 
semifinals. “Matt was on shorter 
rest than he normally would be, in 
this case three-days rest.”

Woodland scored its lone run 
in the top of the fifth when Ethan 
Stepputtis singled and scored on a 
double by Montini. After that, Will 
Iuzzolino relieved Scott on the 
mound, striking out three to get 
the save.

At the plate, Will Scott had four 
hits, including a double and a triple 
with two RBI to just miss hitting 
for the cycle. Asanovic (one 
double) and Charlie Basta each 
had two, with three and one RBI 
respectively.

Ian Nilsen drove in four runs 
while Gaudio had three RBI and 
Matt Scott had two, as did Kyle 
Asanovic. Pete Martinich also 
drove in a run.

“We couldn’t be happier,” said 
Griffiths, whose team finished 
with a 23-4 record. “We knew 
from the time we started our off-
season workouts we had pretty 
good idea that we had something 

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo

Matt Scott started on the mound for 
the Joel Barlow High baseball team 
in the state Class M championship 
against Woodland of Beacon Falls 
on Saturday, June 11. The Falcons 
won 20-1. 

Congratulations to the Fifth Grade Girls RELAX team, pictured here after winning their final game in the 
CONNY tournament. It was a great season! 

Wave upsets Barlow in 
semifinals l By Rocco Valluzzo

A seemingly hot start 
eventually turned cold for the Joel 
Barlow High boys lacrosse team 
in the South-West Conference 
semifinals.

The second-seeded Falcons 
managed to get the jump on 
third-seeded New Milford early 
on Tuesday, May 24. The tide 
eventually turned against the hosts, 
however, as they were upset 7-5 on 
their home field on Tuesday, May 
24.

“We were a little flat,” said 
Barlow head coach John Distler. 
“I think maybe we were a little too 
confident. And maybe I was a little 
overconfident too.”

Barlow, which averaged more 
than 11 goals per game during the 
regular season, fared well in the 
first quarter to build a 3-0 lead. 
The Green Wave soon answered 
the challenge with a four-goal 
effort in the next frame to take the 
lead while also holding the hosts to 
a pair of tallies for the remainder 
of the game.

“They thought they were just 
going to win the game,” said 
Distler of his team’s state of mind. 
“They didn’t realize they had to 
actually win it.”

Down by a goal at the start of 
the second half, Barlow was held 
scoreless in third frame while New 
Milford stretched its lead to 7-3. 
A 9-4 advantage in face-offs won 
helped propel the Green Wave up 
to this point.

Barlow managed to hold New 
Milford scoreless in the final 
quarter and also cut the lead to 
three. After coming up empty on a 
couple of shots with less than five 
minutes left to play, it added one 
more goal courtesy of Nick Miceli 
and won the following face-off 
before running out of time.

“We started to play better and 
better,” said Distler. “I really 
thought we were just going to keep 
going”

Miceli finished with two 
goals, as did Tyler Ramirez. Zach 
Herman had one. Ian Lent and 
Griff Ellis each had an assist. 
Charlie Falowski had nine saves in 
goal for Barlow.

Theo Dietter and Steve Sanford 
each had two goals for New 
Milford, which lost 11-2 to Weston 
in the championship. g

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo

Ian Lent had an assist for the Joel Barlow High boys lacrosse team in 
the South-West Conference semifinals on May 24. Barlow lost 7-5 to 
New Milford.

Sports 
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Garden Club scholarship awarded  
By Ann Crocker, Scholarship Chair

The Redding Garden Club is 
proud to announce the recipient of 
the Mary Clinton Scholarship for 
2022. Mary Clinton was a founding 
member of the Garden Club in 
1964, and over the thirty years 
that followed, she was involved 
in various aspects of gardening, 
both locally and beyond, as a floral 
designer and flower show judge. 
This scholarship is dedicated to 
Mary Clinton’s years of service 
and devotion to our town. 

The scholarship is awarded 
to a high school senior pursuing 
studies in the field of agricul-
ture, horticulture, environmental 
sciences, forestry, landscape or 
floral design, conservation or 
related areas. 

This year our recipient is a 

senior at the Wooster School in 
Danbury, Vladimir Schwindeman-
Romano. He will be majoring in 
agriculture at the University of 
Vermont starting this fall. Vlad 
also demonstrated a commitment 
to his community and to protecting 
our environment. He has worked 
at Warrup’s Farm, where Bill Hill 
became his mentor. Vlad is deeply 
interested in climate change and 
has goals for farm-led solutions. 
It is noteworthy that the Redding 
Garden Club was founded by Bill 
Hill’s mother Betty. 

Vladimir is a perfect fit for 
the Redding Garden Club’s 
requirements for this award. The 
Club is happy to support him 
in his field of agriculture and 
congratulates him. g

Photo by Susan Clark
Vladimir Schwindeman-Romano with Ann Crocker  
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The NRVT expands as the 
‘Redding Mile’ opens to 
hikers l By Justin Reynolds

Mural art in Georgetown l By Kate Perry

Last month, the NRVT non-
profit held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the opening 
of the “Redding Mile” — a 1.2-
mile stretch of trail accessible via 
a small parking lot on Picketts 
Ridge Road that brings hikers to 
Fire Hill Road and back again. 

The stone-dust trail — which 
is accessible for people of all ages 
and abilities and good for Class 1 
and Class 2 e-bikes, wheelchairs, 
and strollers — is deep in the 
woods, following an old wood 
road.

“It’s a beautiful walk through a 
forest with lots of old stone walls,” 
said Andrea Gartner, executive 
director of NRVT. “We’ve been 
getting great feedback. People 
really love the trail.” 

This is Redding’s first section 
of the NRVT; when the entire 30-
mile NRVT is completed, there 
will be 5 miles of trail in town, and 
the entire trail will be the longest 
in Fairfield County.

The NRVT is a multi-use, dog-
friendly trail that will ultimately 
connect Calf Pasture Beach 
in Norwalk to Rogers Park in 
Danbury through Wilton, Redding, 
and Ridgefield. 

“It’s a legacy project that 
looks to connect the cities with a 
recreational trail that’s universally 
accessible and provides a 
wonderful alternative as a mode 
of transportation,” Gartner said, 
adding that motorized vehicles are 
the only thing not allowed on the 
trail.

The non-profit behind the trail 
emerged in 2011 after the state of 
Connecticut acknowledged that 
the long-rumored Super 7 highway 
— which was first conceived in the 
1960s and would have connected 
Danbury and Norwalk — was 
never going to be built. 

After that announcement, the 
state recategorized the land it 
owned that was earmarked for the 
Super 7 project as recreational use, 
and the idea for the NRVT came 
to be.

The NRVT non-profit which 
oversees the project, is largely 
powered by volunteers across 

Fairfield County. Gartner, a 
lifelong Fairfield County resident 
who’s been a part of local 
initiatives for decades, came on 
as executive director – and only 
employee -- in January 2022. 

To date, 11.5 miles of the NRVT 
have been built, including three 
miles during the pandemic. The 
NRVT has 3.5 additional miles in 
the pipeline — 1 ¾ in Ridgefield 
and 1 ¾ in Wilton.

Recently, the NRVT team has 
been meeting with elected officials 
in Norwalk, Wilton, and Danbury 
to lay out the next steps. Currently, 
the NRVT is exploring where to 
put the trail in Tarrywile, a 722-
acre municipal park in Danbury.

The NRVT is always looking 
for all the help it can get. Later 
this year, the NRVT plans to blaze 
a portion of the Ridgefield trail, as 
well as host a couple of general 
trail cleanup days. Maybe you’d 
like to pitch in?

“We have a need for volunteers. 
Right now, there’s never been a 
better time to work on the trail,” 
Gartner continued. “There’s lots of 
federal money available for these 
types of projects.” 

“I encourage anyone who 
hasn’t visited the Redding Mile 
or any other portion of the trail to 
get out there,” Gartner said. “It’s a 
value-add to the communities we 
run through and the region as a 
whole.”

For more information on 
the NRVT — including how to 
volunteer, upcoming projects, and 
how to donate — visit https://
www.nrvt-trail.com/ g

In our backyard: 
Tibetan Buddhist Center for 
Universal Peace l By Jen Wastrom

Redding’s picturesque mead-
ows, cool forests and meandering 
streams provide a conducive back-
drop for peaceful meditation. Lit-
tle known to most, however, is the 
presence of an internationally re-
nowned meditation center, quietly 
operating here on a 100-acre oasis 
where monks pray and teach the 
wisdom of Buddhist philosophy.  

The Do Ngak Kunphen Ling 
(DNKL) Buddhist Center for Uni-
versal Peace on Putnam Park Road 
is a residential monastic commu-
nity rooted in the spiritual tradi-
tion and lineage of the Dalai Lama 
(who visited the Center in 2012).  
Its unique program - promoting 
peaceful living and community 
service - integrates the wisdom of 
Tibetan Buddhism with steward-
ship of its historic New England 
landscape. 

“This is not a traditional mon-
astery,” monk Jampa Gyaltsen 
said. “We are not living an isolated 
life. It’s a Buddhist center, formed 
by a community of monks and lay 
people who learn from each other. 
While offering in-depth study and 
practices of Buddhist teachings, 
we at DNKL do not encourage 
people to abandon their own faith 
and traditions. Our classes and 
meditation are open to everyone 
regardless of religious affiliation, 
where principles such as nonvio-
lence and respect, and methods of 
cultivating a peaceful mind and 
good heart are discussed and prac-
ticed. We highly encourage inter-
est in the opinions of others and 
the sharing of differing perspec-
tives from people of a variety of 
backgrounds.”

The Center is overseen by Spir-
itual Director Gyumed Rinpoche. 
Born in 1937, at the age of 10 he 

gained admission to Sera Mey 
Monastery, one of the largest in Ti-
bet. A living example of Buddha’s 
teachings, Gyumed Rinpoche di-
vides his time between personal 
practices and teaching a growing 
network of Western and Tibetan 
students.  He shares the work of 
DNKL with Geshe Lobsang Dh-
argye, who followed the same 
spiritual path as a child at the Sera 
Mey Monestary before embarking 
on his monastic training journey 
under Gyumed Rinpoche, his per-
sonal tutor. 

DNKL is located on the former 
estate of UNICEF founding direc-
tor Maurice Pate and his wife, for-
mer Sweet Briar College president 
Martha Lucas Pate. In 1998, it was 
donated to the Redding Land Trust 
as a conservation easement. The 
Redding Land Trust will hold its 
Summer Celebration there on Sat-
urday, August 27 at 4:00 p.m.

For more information on this 
unique Redding resource, visit 
https://www.dnkl.org/ . Gesha Dh-
argye discusses meditation at a re-
cent Mark Twain Library program, 
seen on YouTube at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Jc5z_i7c-
MGY. g

Photo by Kate Perry

BarlowPalooza celebrates the learning 
going on at Region 9 l By Susan Clark 

The 16th annual BarlowPalooza 
took place the evening of May 
26 at Joel Barlow High School. 
The hallways and classrooms of 
the school were full of exhibits 
and presentations, singing and 
arts demonstrations and science 
projects. Clearly delighted 
visitors, students, parents, teachers 
and Barlow alums seemed to 
boomerang from one event to the 
next trying to experience as many 
as possible. 

Future Falcons – students from 
the elementary and middle schools 
of Redding and Easton joined the 
Palooza with an Art Show and 
special project presentations. 

A highlight of the evening 
was a series of presentations by 
selected Seniors of their Passages 
projects in front of family, friends, 
and outside “assessors” from the 
Redding and Easton communities.  
Senior Passages is a Humanities 
elective course that gives Seniors 
the opportunity to design, craft, 
and create their own unique course 
of study in an area of interest of 
their choosing.  

The Passages projects were:
Anneliese Siedman:  
Mental Health Advocacy

Makena Winter: 
Non-profit Career Path

Ben Fligelman: 
History of JBHS, the Building

Morgan Knoop: 
Issues in Native American
Education 

Hope Madden: 
Fashion Design Collection

Aj Peritore: 
Producing a Musical EP

Katherine St. Jean: 
Becoming a Ballerina, a
Documentary

Graham Litz: 
Philosophy Crash Course

 The presentations were so 
impressive that there are 
discussions underway about how 
to make them available to a wider 
audience going forward. g

Kristen Terrana-Hollis, an artist 
and graphic designer who lives 
in Georgetown, created the mural 
on the back of Uncle Leo’s that 
celebrates both the history and 
the present-day of Georgetown. 
The mural was commissioned by 
Georgetown Village Restoration, 
Inc. (GVR) and features local 
icons like a GVFD fire truck, Mark 
Twain, and the wire mill. Kristen 
designed the colorful artwork and 
used a projector to trace it on to the 
wall. She then numbered sections 
to show the different colors and a 
team of friends and family helped 
her paint the mural, finishing just 
in time for Georgetown Day. g

Photo by Jen Wastrom

Redding Neighbors & Newcomers extends a warm 
welcome to the Redding community. Whether you’ve just 
moved here or have lived here for 30 years, our events 

and groups offer fun social activities for everyone.

To join please visit reddingneighborsandnewcomers.org
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The Democratic and 
Republican Town Committees 
awarded prizes again this year to 
exemplary students at Joel Barlow 
High School. 

The Democratic Town 
Committee awards, following, 
were selected by the JBHS Awards 
Committee

Lila Voytek
The Alvin Ruml Environmental 
Studies Prize
Awarded each year to the student 
who, through excellence in the 
subject area, best demonstrates 
an interest in, and awareness of, 
the importance of our natural 
environment.

Gabriella Knob
The Dr. Hugh Claremont Service 
Award 
Awarded each year to a student 
who, through excellence in the 
subject area, demonstrates an 
interest in science.

Alvaro Lopez
The John G. Atwood Good 
Government Prize
Awarded each year to a junior 
student who best demonstrates an 
understanding of and appreciation 
for our form of government, its 
unique contribution to history, 
and its status as an inspiration to 
peoples of the world.

Charlotte Beihl
The Mary Anne Guitar Award
Awarded each year to a junior 
female student who is a leader 
amongst her peers and a strong 
community activist.

The following scholarship 
award recipients were selected 
by the Berry family and the 
Republican Town Committee

Carter Janki and Ian O’Reilly 
were awarded the Matthew L. 
Berry Scholarship

The scholarship, which 
is sponsored by the Redding 
Republican Town Committee and 
funded by the Berry family, is 
given annually to a graduating high 
school senior(s) who demonstrates 
a commitment to using his/her 
higher education for the purpose 
of becoming an enlightened 
citizen who will make a difference 
in the world. The scholarship is in 
memory of Matthew L. Berry, a 
2009 graduate of Joel Barlow High 
School and a graduate of Tulane 
University.

Other Republican Town 
Committee award recipients were 
selected by the JBHS committee

Adam Hoeing 
The Ronald Reagan Award for 

excellence in history/government 

Matthias Galban 
The Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Award for excellence in science/
math

Bruna Pomazi
The David Sanford Award 

for excellence in service to the 
Redding EMS g

Why I made Redding home l By Kate Perry

I was attracted to Redding by 
the calmness and quiet, and all 
the greenery and trees. I grew 
up in Ridgefield, but my mom 
moved to Redding while I was 
living in Seattle after college, 
and I loved visiting her. After I 
moved back east in 2014, I first 
lived near the Bethel border, and 
then happened upon my current 
property after being introduced to 
the wonderful people who sold it 
to me. It’s on Redding Road about 
five minutes from Georgetown. 
I have a menagerie that’s always 
entertaining — horses, dogs, 
peacocks, an emu. I love listening 
to the birds, swimming in the 
pond, trail riding, and finding 
native plants in the meadow and 
woodlands. 

I adore the small-town feel 
in Redding, where so many 
people know each other. I enjoy 
the familiarity of being in town, 
running errands and going out 
to eat, and seeing friendly faces. 
You know it’s your home when 
you have someone wonderful like 
Donna to greet you during your 
many visits to Keough’s Hardware 

Store!
I’m also in love with 

Georgetown, and I’m on the 
board of Georgetown Village 
Restoration, Inc., the non-profit 
that works on various aspects of 
Georgetown. There’s something 
about the village’s nestled Main 
Street, fun personalities, and the 
history of it all, plus it’s where I met 
my partner. I think it’s great now, 
but I think it has so much potential 
to be more. Redding is exceptional 
because it doesn’t have a bustling 
downtown with gads of traffic, but 
Georgetown could still grow a bit 
and provide more of a commercial 
base for the town, within reason. A 
lot is changing in a very positive 
way — we have the amazing 
new mural, new restaurants, new 
initiatives. And, of course, the 
wire mill — it’s great to see Julia 
Pemberton and the town putting a 
lot of effort into figuring out the 
next steps there. 

I enjoy our local restaurants and 
establishments as well. My partner 
and I like to end some days at one 
of the restaurants in Georgetown, 
unwinding and catching up on 

the day. There’s also a lot of fun 
events in town. I wouldn’t be me if 
I didn’t plug Georgetown Day! I’m 
on the committee that organizes it, 
and it’s such a fun celebration. It’s 
awesome to see people spending 
time with friends and family and 
kids enjoying the activities. My 
other favorite town event is the 
Mark Twain Library Art Gala in 
December — I go every year and 
love being in the library at night, 
the fantastic artwork, and the fun 
people to catch up with.  

I always recommend that 
newcomers join Redding 
Neighbors & Newcomers; they 
have great events for meeting 
people. I also recommend 
volunteering with one of the 
amazing organizations we have in 
town — the Library, Trail Tenders, 
Redding Land Trust, Redding 
Garden Club, the list goes on.

Redding is such a special place. 
It offers so much — I think we 
Redding residents are very lucky 
to live in this town, and we should 
never lose sight of that. g

Hi, I need to change 
a dog’s last name 
By Karen Staff 

Six years ago, my partner and 
I bought a really expensive dog 
that came with an antique house 
in Redding.  Ruby, an 11 year old 
70 lb Rhodesian Ridgeback/hound 
mix, and one of the sweetest dogs 
ever, grew up in the house that 
we decided to buy in Redding. 
Her best friend Karma, also 11, 
lived next door.  When buying the 
house, we offered to keep Ruby 
and let her live her remaining years 
with us. Ruby’s owners agreed and 
Ruby stayed put in Redding. We 
were happy. 

 We saw Ruby and the previous 
owners the morning of the closing 
during the walk-through. When 
we returned three hours later after 
the closing there was no Ruby.  
“Check Karma’s” and there she 
was sitting in the yard, her back 
to our house.  I could not get her 
to acknowledge me.  When the 
neighbor came home she said not 
to worry she would bring her in 
for the night with Karma and all 
would be good the next day. Yeah, 
not so much. Three days later and 
on the advice of the former owner 
I put Ruby’s leash on to drag her 
home.  Literally, trying to drag 
Ruby home was like playing tug 
of war against Sumo wrestlers. 
In the end I won, the lawn looked 
horrible (from me) but Ruby was 
in the house.  For the next four 
days we bribed her with chicken, 
steak, hot dogs, burgers. It worked. 
New Mom and Dad weren’t that 
bad. We opened the door and let 
her out and she came back.  

As it was June, off to the Town 
Clerk for a license renewal I went, 
“Hi I would like to renew a dog 
license but I need to change the 
dog’s last name”.  “Sorry, you 
need to register a new dog?” “No, 
I need to renew the dog’s license, 
just change her last name.”  “Sorry, 
so you moved and have to register 
a new dog?”  “Me: “I bought the 
house, but the dog has been living 
at this address for 11 years. I want 
her to have my last name now 

since she is still living here…only 
the previous homeowners moved.”   
“Okay, this is a first”. 

Next stop, Ruby and I go to 
the vet’s office. Me: “Hi, I need 
to change one of your dog client’s 
last name and I was also hoping the 
vet could tell me a little about her 
since she has been coming here for 
11 years…”  Nurse Receptionist: 
“I’m sorry, what do you need?” 
Me: “I bought the house up the 
road and I kept Ruby so she could 
live out her remaining years in the 
home she knows. I need to change 
her last name to mine, and I would 
like to know if there is anything I 
should know about her…She’s in 
the car if you would like to speak 
to her…?”  A few minutes later I 
met our vet, Sally Kniffin. Sally 
knew Ruby very well. In fact, she 
saw her every day when she ran 
by our house.  Ruby apparently 
knew Sally well too.  During our 
first winter we went for a hike with 
Ruby, who was wearing a brand-
new purple down jacket.  We 
are walking along and in the far 
distance is a person. We can’t tell 
who it is, not that we know many 
people in Redding anyway. Ruby 
starts pulling and trying to run 
to the person (not like Ruby). As 
we start getting closer, we realize 
it’s Sally! Ruby is very excited 
to see Sally — which is pretty 
crazy, most dogs panic when they 
see their vets — and Sally to see 
her! Sally even noticed that Ruby 
had on a new purple coat! What a 
special town we live in. We like 
to think we made her last few 
years special.  Jeffrey took her 
everywhere with him, we really 
loved her. Ruby passed away at 
the ripe old age of 13. We now 
have Old English Sheepdogs, all 
rescues. If anyone would like to 
experience what if feels like to 
have absolutely no personal space, 
please let me know.

June is dog license month. 
Don’t forget!  g

Why Redding?

Rewarding excellence 
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As part of pandemic reading, 
I revisited Ernest Hemingway, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Thomas 
Wolfe to see how I felt about their 
writing today. You Can’t Go 
Home Again, Wolfe’s last novel 
(posthumously published in 1940), 
like his others, remains a brilliant, 
prolix, fulminating but uneven 
work, startling for creativity but 
also for structural idiosyncrasy. 
By comparison, Scott Fitzgerald’s 
lyrical triumph, The Great 
Gatsby, is pitch-perfect, but 
his brilliance was fragile. Even 
that novel flirts with inanition, 
saved by the poetic constancy of 
Fitzgerald’s sentences and the 
device of the partially involved 
narrator. No such luck in TENDER 
IS THE NIGHT, where thirty-two-
year-old Dick Diver’s interest 
in eighteen-year-old actress 
Rosemary Warren is fatuous to a 
fatal degree, further disrupted by 
cringeworthy canards: “Like most 
women, she wanted to be told 
what to think.”

Revisiting Hemingway presents 
an entirely different challenge: to 
keep focused on the art and not 
on the man. By today’s standards, 
the man was a marginal character. 
But he was a meticulous artist, a 
lion (and lion killer), who stayed 
a great writer throughout most of 
his roaring career, which included 
winning the Nobel Prize for 
Literature before his suicide in 
1961.

Hemingway is greater than I 
understood, and for reasons not 
obvious to a young man years 
ago. His dominating theme is not 
death, and not love, but life itself, 
and no other writer (except in a 
different way, Wolfe), celebrates 
so surreptitiously the experience 
of being alive, with its sweat 
and stench and aggression and 

unseemly passions. With brilliance, 
his stories examine implicit 
consequences of existential 
choice: abortion in “Hills like 
White Elephants,” or mariticide in 
“The Short Happy Life of Frances 
Macomber.” In his novels and non-
fiction books Hemingway explores 
his own murky id obsessions as 
hermeneutics of life and death, 
explored in vivid accounts of 
events that happen. Like God and 
Time, Life is invisible, a difficulty 
for writers alluded to by Aldous 
Huxley, who said of Hemingway, 
“[His] meaning is all in the white 
space between the lines.” The 
purest example of this exegesis 
comes in “Big Two-Hearted 
River,” a story where nothing 
much happens in its solitary 
moments — except life.

If you decide to re-read 
Hemingway, keep this thought 
in mind when you do: it is Life 
that comes at you in his work, 
concealed in blood sport, in 
pursuit of love, and when you are 
drinking, or falling asleep, or alone 
and trying to pray. Hemingway the 
disagreeable man will always be 
a madly narcissistic competitor. 
But Hemingway the artist knew 
two true things: first, that he was 
by nature a petty antagonist; and 
second, that he was a brilliant 
writer, the most artistically 
consistent and balanced novelist of 
his time.

Something also to note: 
Fitzgerald, Hemingway and Wolfe, 
all were published by Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, and had the same 
editor, Maxwell E. Perkins. g
 

Tom Casey
is the author of Human Error 

and Strangers’ Gate, and 
Co-Producer of film 

documentary, Flying Boat

By Erin Shea Dummeyer  

June ushers in the familiar 
trappings of summer: ice cream, 
lazy days at Topstone, and fireworks 
at Rock’n Roots Revival. But at the 
Mark Twain Library, it’s one of our 
busiest times as summer reading 
gets underway. This summer, kids 
can download our new reading app 
“READSquared” — and log books 
to earn badges. New this summer, 
kids can set their own reading goal 
with grown-ups’ help – and a shark 
will be waiting for them when they 
reach it!

Children’s summer activities 
kick off Monday, June 27th with a 
MadScience “Potions Explosion” 
program under the tent on our 
lawn. There will be programs 

throughout the summer for birth 
through teens. We can promise 
you pizza, Jenga®, and ice cream 
sundaes. So stop in on your way 
to swimming lessons -- we will be 
here ready to promote some great 
reads to beat the heat all summer 
long. This year’s theme is “Swish, 
Swim, Ripple, and Twitch,” an 
ocean of reading possibilities 
awaits!   

And be sure to check out our 
StoryWalk® displays around 
town. These are popular picture 
books selected by Mark Twain 
Library staff members blown up 
and mounted onto weatherproof 
display boards. Little ones and 
their family members can enjoy a 

Summer mystery series. We all 
seem to have way more time in the 
summer to READ! Whether by the 
pool, the ocean, the lake or just 
lounging on your own front porch, 
summer weather lends itself to a 
marathon of reading.  And there’s 
not much more fun than settling 
into some good, page-turning 
mysteries.  

When I discover a new author 
(particularly mystery writers 
because they often end up doing 
series) that I love, I take the 
plunge and read everything they 
have written. These are three of 
my favorites -- with the perfect 
combination of head scratching 
mysteries, a recurring antagonist 
you grow to adore, and impeccable 
writing by these award-winning 
authors.

CASE HISTORIES by Kate 
Atkinson. Cambridge, England.  
We are introduced to Jackson 
Brodie, former police inspector 
turned private investigator. This 
spectacular detective novel has 
Brodie investigating three old 
cases that end up intersecting and 

Good books for good readers l By Margi Esten

once you start this book you won’t 
want to stop until the end. But 
keep on! Kate Atkinson, known 
primarily for her brilliantly written 
literary novels Life After Life, 
Transcription and A God in Ruins, 
continues her Jackson Brodie 
series with One Good Turn, When 
Will There Be Good News and 
Started Early, Took My Dog.

CHRISTINE FALLS by 
Benjamin Black. 1950’s 
Dublin. Irish novelist John 
Banville writing under the pen 
name Benjamin Black introduces 
us to Quirke, a pathologist, in 
these stylish mystery thrillers. In 
Christine Falls, the corpse of a 
mysterious woman leads Quirke 
into the heart of a conspiracy 
among the city’s high Catholic 
society. Just superb.  Keep going 
and read The Silver Swan, Elegy 
for April, and A Death in Summer.

MAGPIE MURDERS by 
Anthony Horowitz. Modern day 
Britain. Anthony Horowitz is best 
known as the writer of several 
successful British TV series 
including Midsomer Murders and 

Foyle’s War. Magpie Murders 
and Moonflower Murders feature 
book editor Susan Ryeland and the 
Daniel Hawthorne series of The 
Word is Murder, The Sentence is 
Death and A Line to Kill cleverly 
puts the fictional detective 
Hawthorne working alongside 
the very real Anthony Horowitz, 
often offering a story within a story 
as his real life blends into fiction. g

story while also enjoying nature. 
You’ll find a StoryWalk® installed 
at the Saugatuck Universal Access 
Trail (the boardwalk at the top of 
the Saugatuck Reservoir), Putnam 
Memorial State Park, The Historic 
Parade Path, Redding Land Trust’s 
McCormack Preserve, New Pond 
Farm, and of course right here at 
the Mark Twain Library.

And hey, if all you’re looking 
for is a well-lit, air-conditioned 
place with comfortable seating to 
enjoy a book…we have that too. 

Find out more here: http://
marktwainlibrary.org/summer g

Erin Dummeyer
is Mark Twain Library Director  

Summer reading? Early 
favorites reconsidered
 By Tom Casey 

Book Review Library Corner  
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Gearing up for 61st annual Mark Twain Library book fair  

By Lisa Slow Goldstein  

The summer will be busy in the 
“back room” at the Mark Twain 
Library where a crew of regular 
volunteers takes in the thousands 
of items dropped in the donation 
sheds just outside the Library 
throughout the year. Volunteers 
categorize and price the items for 
sale at the annual Library Book 
Fair. The Library stops accepting 

donations on July 31 so the team 
behind the scenes can shift its 
focus to organizing the event itself, 
which takes place for four days 
over Labor Day weekend. 

“The Book Fair is an essential 
part of Redding’s communal life,” 
explained the event’s Co-Chair, 
Catherine Riordan. “It helps us to 
connect with friends, keep books 

65,000 gently used bargain-price 
books and other items – CDs, 
DVDs, vinyl albums, sheet music, 
games and puzzles – sorted into 
75 categories for all ages. Each 
annual sale features highlights 
from famed personal collections 
or special finds (such as a signed 
copy) in the Collector’s Corner.

“Each year, we learn ways to 
refine the Book Fair experience 
for customers and volunteers,” 
said Riordan. “This time we are 
retaining the wider aisles and 
larger tent that helped with social 
distancing last year, plus the online 
sale site will be more extensive…”

The vast selection attracts book 
lovers and buyers from across the 
region and beyond, providing a 
place where anyone can find great 
books at a great price – whether 
looking for something special or 
stocking up on books for the school 
year.  Over the decades it has also 
become a place to reconnect with 

Photo by  Lisa Slow Goldstein 

Catherine Riordan (Book Fair Co-Chair) handing book to Eileen Honey 
with Chris Decker and Rita Stirling in background

Legal Notices  

The first installment of real 
estate, personal property and 
motor vehicle taxes, on the 
Grand List of October 1, 2021, is 
due and  payable.  July  1,  2022.

Payments must be post-
marked, paid in person or paid 
online, no later than August 1, 
2022. 
   Taxes are delinquent August 2, 
2022.

Failure  to  receive  a  tax  bill  
does  not  exempt  you  from  
payment  of  tax  or  penalty.

Payments postmarked, paid 
in person or online, on or 
after August 2, 2022, ARE 
DELINQUENT. Interest will 
be charged at the rate of eighteen 
(18%) percent annually or one and 
one-half percent per month, from 
the July 1, 2022, due date, as per 
State Statute.  

Motor Vehicle Taxes are due in 
full July 1, 2022. Failure to make 
payment in accordance with the 
above will result in suspension of 
registration privileges in addition 

Notice to Taxpayers Georgetown and Redding

to the interest charges.  Delinquent 
Motor Vehicle Taxes must be paid 
in cash, certified check, money 
order or online by credit card, to 
obtain a registration clearance.

The October 1, 2021, Mill Rate 
for real estate and personal proper-
ty taxes is 33.34.
The Mill Rate for motor vehicle 
tax is 32.46.

Taxes can be paid online begin-
ning July 1, 2022, viewed at www.
townofreddingct.org or paid by 
calling 866-923-8245.  

We encourage contactless pay-
ments at this time.

Do NOT include Fire District 
Taxes with your town payment.
    MAIL PAYMENTS TO: Tax 
Collector, P. O. Box 1061, Red-
ding, CT 06896-1061. The Town 
Hall is located at 100 Hill Rd, 
Redding, CT.  The Town Hall is 
closed on Fridays. 

Patricia J. Moisio, C.C.M.C., 
C.C.M.O Tax Collector, 

Town of Redding

     Fire district taxes on the grand 
list of October 1, 2021,  are due 
and payable on July 1, 2022.

Taxes are due on July 1, 2022.  
Payments must be postmarked by 
August 1, 2022, to avoid a delin-
quency charge.  Payments post-
marked on or after August 2, 2022, 
will be considered delinquent 
and will incur interest. Interest is 
charged at the rate of one and one-
half percent per month, eighteen 
(18%) percent annually, from the 
original due date. 
      Failure to receive a tax bill does 
not Exempt you from Payment 
of tax or penalty.

If your taxes are Escrowed 
and you receive a bill, it is your 
responsibility to notify your 
mortgage holder timely.

Notice to Taxpayers Redding Fire District One / 
West Redding Fire District Two / Georgetown Fire District

neighbors, whether bumping into a 
fellow shopper or working side by 
side as volunteers.

It takes more than 250 
volunteers to set-up, arrange, 
tally orders, take payment and 
break down an event of this size. 
Volunteers are needed to set up 
(August 29 - September 1), for the 
sale days (September 2 - 5), and 
teardown (September 6).

 The Book Fair is held at the 
Redding Community Center on 
Lonetown Road, where items are 
presented for sale throughout the 
large gymnasium and upstairs 
rooms, as well as outside under a 
large tent, rain or shine.

There will be food and drink for 
sale throughout the book fair from 
vendors including The Moonlight 
Mobile Kitchen - for those wanting 
to spend a lot of time browsing.

To learn more about the Book 
Fair or to volunteer, please go to 
www.marktwainlibrary.org g

in the hands of readers and out 
of the landfill, and raise essential 
operating funds for the library.”

The Book Fair is a mainstay for 
Redding and one of the library’s 
most celebrated and important 
fundraisers. Since the Mark Twain 
Library is an association library, 
roughly 60% of its operating 
budget is funded by an annual 
grant from the town of Redding 
and the remaining 40% needs to be 
raised by volunteers and the Board 
of Trustees. All proceeds from the 
Book Fair go toward the operating 
costs of the library. The event is 
free of charge to all, except for one 
initial hour on the first day saved 
for “early buyers.” 

For those who have not 
experienced it, the Mark Twain 
Library Book Fair is one of the 
oldest and largest in New England 
and is recognized as one of the 
most organized events of its 
kind. The sale includes more than 

ofreddingct.org. Fire District 
Taxes CANNOT be paid online 
for any district.

 Patricia J. Moisio C.C.M.C.
Redding Fire District One

Renae Stietzel, West Redding
Fire District Two                                                                                               

Wanda Cardozo C.C.M.C.                
Georgetown Fire District

The mailing addresses for the 
Fire Districts are as follows:

Redding Fire District One
Post Office Box 1130 
Redding, CT 06875-1130

West Redding Fire 
District Two
Post Office Box 266
West Redding, CT     
06896-0266

Georgetown Fire District
Post Office Box 518
Georgetown, CT 06829-0518

   Fire district taxes cannot be 
paid at the Redding Town Hall.

Fire District One and West 
Redding Fire District Two taxes 
may be viewed online at town-



10   l   Redding Sentinel   l   June 2022

And they are off!  Redding will 
be host to a running festival in 
conjunction with the Rock ‘n Roots 
town event on Saturday, June 25th.  
It is another in the series of great 
races organized each year by John 
McCleary to raise money for local 
Redding charities while having 
some fun running.   

Saturday’s event will include a 
5K run (walker friendly), a 9K run, 
and for the truly hearty runners 
a “5K and 9K Double Race 
Challenge”.  And of course, there 
will be the ever popular 1-mile fun 
run for kids of all ages.  The races 
all start and finish at the Redding 
Historical Society at 43 Lonetown 
Road.   Check in/bag pickup is at 
3:00 p.m., with the races starting at 
4:00 p.m. (1 mile), 4:30 p.m. (5K) 
and 5:30 p.m. (9K).

The race course features live 
music along the route, with 

Barlow Beat 
By Griffin Ellis

Another successful school 
year has ended. The Class of 
2022 graduated on June 20th, a 
bittersweet moment for seniors who 
now move onto new adventures. 
But they will keep the many 
memories they have from their 
time at Barlow, especially those 
on the boys volleyball and baseball 
teams which recently won state 
championships. (articles on P. 4)

The Barlow Color Run, held on 
June 5th, was a success. Students, 
parents, and community members 
ran a 5k around the Barlow campus 
in support of the Mikey’s Way 
Foundation, which is dedicated to 
helping children overcome cancer 
and other serious illnesses by 
giving them laptops, tablets, and 
other devices.

Like the Color Run, Barlow 
Palooza was a success. Held 
on May 26th, Palooza was a 
celebration of learning that 
occurred during the past year 
throughout the district. The event 
included senior passage projects, 
robotics demonstrations, a science 
symposium, art show, invention 
convention, and live entertainment 
from the jazz band, a capella, and 
select choir.

Make sure to check out the 
JBHS Summer Academy. There 
are a lot of beneficial courses 
being offered, such as a college 
essay boot camp, which can help 
students develop academic skills 
over the summer and chip away at 
the college admissions process.

This past school year was 
Superintendent Dr. McKinnon’s 
and Principal Dr. Almeida’s first 
year in the district. They helped 
establish a positive school climate 
and learning environment; many 
thanks to them for their strong 
leadership. And stay tuned because 
Dr. McKinnon plans on bringing a 
Crocodile or Koala to school in 
the fall! g

Jamie Gracey now heads 
Redding public works
By Rob Sample

Race to the music
By Linda Meyer Mitchell

Jamie Gracey has been named 
Redding’s new director of public 
works. Gracey, who lives in 
Oxford,  most recently served as 
public works foreman for the town 
of Beacon Falls.

Gracey is a Beacon Falls native 
and had worked for that town’s 
public works department for 24 
years. Of note he had helped 
manage an uptick in services 
required by that town as new 
housing developments sprang up 
over the past two decades.

While Beacon Falls is 
considered part of Connecticut’s 
industrial Naugatuck Valley, its 
population is a bit smaller than 
Redding’s. Beacon Falls had a 
population of 6,000 in the 2020 
census, versus Redding’s 8,763.

Gracey, who began in his new 
post last month, said he very much 
likes Redding’s rural vibe. “Before 
I decided to take the leap, I took 

a ride around Redding,” Gracey 
said. “It’s a beautiful little town.” 

Gracey also has high praise 
for his new co-workers in town 
government. “I couldn’t ask for a 
better crew to help me with this 
transition,” he said.

That said, there’s plenty of 
learning involved – and to that 
end, Gracey has been arriving at 
work quite early each day to get 
up to speed. For starters, he spoke 
with this Redding Sentinel reporter 
at 6:15 a.m. on a Monday. 

“Every day here is a new day…
whereas in my old job, you could 
blindfold me and I could find my 
way around with no difficulty!” he 
said.

Family life is all-important 
to Gracey, who has three grown 
children ranging in age from 20 
to 30. His favorite hobbies include 
motorcycles and “a little bit of 
golf,” he said. g

Putnam Park program brings 
history to life for students l By Janice Steinhagen

The sounds of musket and 
cannon fire echoed through 
the normally serene woods of 
Putnam Memorial State Park in 
the weeks prior to Memorial Day. 
Each volley was followed by the 
vigorous cheers of upwards of 150 
school children.

After a three-year-long Covid-
enforced hiatus, the Friends 
and Neighbors of Putnam Park 
revived its popular field trip 
days, during which the park hosts 
fifth and seventh graders from 
school districts throughout the 
region. The students are treated to 
living history presentations from 
costumed re-enactors portraying a 
Continental soldier, a cook, a sea 
shantyman, a potter, a weaver, a 
tinsmith, and others.

“We’ve come every year, with 
a slight Covid break,” said Jessica 
Stevens, a fifth-grade social studies 
teacher at John Read Middle 
School. “We do American history, 
from discovery to the Revolution, 
so it’s perfect, and it’s right where 
they live.”

During the eight days of 
programs, students sang along 
to sea shantys, tasted stale bread 
stew, and touched the wool that the 
spinner turned into finished yarn 
on the spinning wheel. They heard 
the hiss of molten metal cooling 
in water and watched a pot take 
shape on the potter’s wheel.

“I love hearing the kids go, 
‘wow, how did you do that?’” 
said Jim Freebairn of Stamford, 
a longtime whitesmith who 
demonstrated casting spoons and 
musket balls from pewter. 

Freebairn heats his pewter to 
600 degrees Fahrenheit, about 50 
degrees beyond its melting point, 

over an open fire. He holds up a 
wooden stick, saying “This is my 
gauge. When I scorch the wood, 
I’m ready to cast.” Then he pours 
the liquid metal into brass molds. 
Once the temperature of the metal 
drops below 500 degrees, he drops 
the cast piece into a bucket of 
water, where it sizzles as it cools.

A tool and die maker by trade, 
Freebairn took up historical 
casting during the bicentennial 
of the American revolution in the 
Seventies. 

Self-taught tinsmith Larry 
Leonard of Shrewsbury, MA 
doesn’t heat his metal, but forms 
and punches it by hand to create 
lanterns, cups, whistles, and 
candleholders.

“Real history is ever so much 
more fun than the things they 
put in books,” Leonard said. He 
is a member of the Sudbury, MA 
Militia, a living history group 
connected with the historic 
Wayside Inn. 

Barbara Wyton, the volunteer 
educational director for the 
school program, agreed. “Hands-
on history is so much better this 
way than sitting in school,” she 
said. She recently took the reins 
from Nancy Cowles, who ran the 
program for the previous decades. 

More than a thousand students 
from western Connecticut took 
part this year.

The park, known as 
“Connecticut’s Valley Forge,” was 
the site of a Continental Army 
encampment during the winter of 
1778-9. 

Judging by the thank-you 
notes Wyton received, this year’s 
program was a success. “Thank 
you for organizing this amazing 
trip to Putnam Park. We had a 
blast,” wrote one student. “It was 
all super fun,” wrote another.

Each day’s program ended with 
a literal bang, as Angus McDonald, 
portraying a member of the 
Continental Artillery, fired off his 
cannon, to a chorus of delighted 
applause.

“I’m so excited,” said Rebecca 
Brown, a fifth-grade teacher from 
Coleytown Elementary School. “I 
can’t wait to get back and discuss 
it in class.” g

Photo by Jake Epstein

Your Government at Work – 
A Primer 
Continued from page 1

deserve. All constitutional officers 
serve 2-year terms. 

Fiscal matters are administered 
under a six-member Board of 
Finance, elected to 6-year terms, 
and an appointed finance Director. 

The Redding Board of Educa-
tion, with 7 members, governs the 
operations of Redding Elementa-
ry School and John Read Middle 
School. An 8-member Region 9 
Board of Education, with 4 Red-
ding and 4 Easton members, gov-
erns operations of Joel Barlow 
High School. Redding and Easton 
schools share a Superintendent and 
Central Office staff.  Board of Ed-
ucation members serve terms of 4 
years.

Redding has several addition-
al Boards and Commissions that 
play important roles in town gov-
ernment. These include Zoning, 
Planning, Conservation, Park and 
Recreation, Assessment Appeals, 
Ethics, and a Commission on Ag-
ing. A complete directory of elect-
ed and appointed officials, boards 
and commissions is available on 
the Town of Redding website. 

Operating outside of Town 
Government are the Fire and EMS 
Companies and the Mark Twain 
Library. 

Fire and EMS services are pro-
vided to residents by Redding’s 
three Volunteer Fire and EMS 
Companies: Redding Fire & EMS 
Company No. 1, West Redding 
Volunteer Fire Department, and 
Georgetown Volunteer Fire Com-
pany. Each department has a his-
tory of 100+ years of service to 
Redding. The Fire Departments 
operate within Fire Districts that 
are independent of Town Gov-
ernment. Where you live in town 
determines your Fire District. Res-
idents of each district vote once a 
year at fire district annual meet-
ings to approve the budget for the 
Fire and EMS Departments. Fire 
taxes support these services and 
are separate from the Town taxes. 
Because Redding’s Fire and EMS 
services are provided by volun-
teer companies, they depend on 
community volunteers.  

Last but not least, Redding’s 
marvelous Mark Twain Library, a 
cultural gem, also operates inde-
pendently of the town as an Asso-
ciation Library with a Board of Di-
rectors. The Mark Twain Library 
receives a grant from the Town to 
fund 60%, give or take, of oper-
ating expenses. The remainder of 
the library budget must be funded 
by revenues raised from cultural 
events like the Frog Frolic, the An-
nual Book Fair, the Art Show, and 
an Annual Appeal.  

I hope you find this helpful. 
Many government services can 
be accessed online through the 
Town’s website. You can also sub-
mit questions directly to a town 
department. 

For more information on the 
Town and the services available 
to you, please visit the Town of 
Redding’s website at Townofred-
dingct.org.  I can be reached di-
rectly at jpemberton@townofred-
dingct.org. The main number at 

Where does your garbage go? 
It can be complicated l By Rob Sample

Centuries ago, Native American 
people built giant mounds called 
middens that served, in part, 
as dumping sites. Prized by 
archaeologists for their clues about 
bygone cultures, such places also 
testify to the fact that garbage is 
very much a constant of the human 
condition.

Yet, unlike in ancient times, 
disposing of garbage is no simple 
matter today.

Locally, solid waste falls 
under the purview of Redding’s 
Department of Public Works 
and Transportation and the 
Housatonic Resources Recovery 
Authority (HRRA). Based in 
Brookfield, the HRRA oversees 
solid waste disposal and recycling 
in 14 western Connecticut towns. 
Altogether, those 14 towns 
produce approximately 145,000 
tons of solid waste each year. 

“Garbage has to go somewhere,” 
said Jennifer Heaton-Jones, 
executive director of the HRRA. 
“In Connecticut, we produce more 
waste than we can handle – which 
means the excess must get shipped 
out to landfills in other states. You 
have to consider that if they don’t 
have a place to take it, garbage 
haulers can no longer pick it up at 
your home.”

Most people in Redding pay for 
curbside garbage pickup by private 
companies, who take it to the 
Redding Transfer Station. Others 
in small households generate so 
little garbage that paying a monthly 
hauling fee makes little sense, so 
bring their own to the Transfer 
Station. “And most of that garbage 
will go to the Wheelabrator 
incinerator in Bridgeport,” noted 
Jamie Gracey, Director of Public 
Works for the town of Redding.

Wheelabrator is a solid waste-
to-energy plant. Opened in 1988, 
it can safely dispose of up to 
2,250 tons a day of residential and 

business waste. At the same time, 
it can generate 67 megawatts of 
energy – enough to power 60,220 
homes.
Plant closure looms

The Wheelabrator plant is now 
operating at near capacity. The 
crunch is expected to become even 
more acute with the anticipated 
closure of the Materials Innovation 
and Recycling Authority (MIRA) 
waste-to-energy plant in Hartford. 

That plant, which serves about 
50 towns in central and eastern 
Connecticut, was slated to close 
next month. However, it secured 
funding to enable it to continue 
operating for as much as one year 
more.

“When it does close it will have 
a ripple effect on the rest of the 
state,” said Heaton-Jones. “Once 
the MIRA plant stops operating, 
whatever capacity Bridgeport has 
will have to help. Ultimately, the 
state will need to address this lack 
of capacity.” 

The region got a small taste of 
that last July, when Wheelabrator 
Bridgeport needed to stop 
operating to allow repair work 
to be done. This resulted in a 
large backup of solid waste at the 
Danbury transfer station.

Most of the state, particularly 
western Connecticut, follows 
a single-stream recycling 
methodology in which glass, 
recyclable plastics, metals and 
paper are collected together for 
later sorting. This has increased 
the participation by households in 
recycling efforts. 

Redding takes recycling farther 
in what can be described as a “finite” 
approach. Essentially, everything 
that’s brought to the Transfer 
Station that can be recycled will be 
sorted appropriately. 

“We retired single-stream 
recycling a few years ago when 
China stopped taking recycled 

glass,” noted Elaine Kokoska, 
who as cashier for the Transfer 
Station is directly involved in the 
recycling process. “We also take a 
lot of things that other towns don’t, 
such as plastic bags and wrap.”

Recycling in Redding has 
become popular in part because 
the Transfer Station serves 
as an informal gathering spot 
for a largely rural town that 
lacks significant commercial 
areas. There, different kinds of 
recyclables go into separate 40-
yard dumpsters. 

Among the other items 
welcomed by the recycling crew 
are electronics, both automotive 
and cooking oils, and paint. Other 
towns might require you to take 
such items to a regional drop-off 
facility, and the days on which you 
can do so can be limited. 

HRRA’s website outlines what 
can be recycled – and what cannot. 
Some things are pretty surprising, 
such as mattresses. These are 
among the biggest household 
items.  

“Yet virtually everything in 
a mattress can be recycled,” 
said Heaton-Jones. “These are 
recycled by Park City Green in 
Bridgeport, which will cut up a 
mattress and recycle it into carpet 
underlayment.”

While most people think 
of “recycling” as involving 
manufactured materials, food can 
be recycled, too. 

The Redding Transfer Station 
operates an organic drop-off 
program for food trash. It provides 
an alternative to backyard 
composting, at a cost of 10 cents 
per pound. By comparison, people 
who bring their garbage to the 
Transfer Station pay a fee of 
20 cents per pound. Those who 
participate in the program are 
eligible to receive compost in 
return.

Redding’s transfer station 
also offers a time-tested form of 
recycling known as a swap shop 
– known locally as the Giveaway 
Table. “Let’s say I have a television 
that works… but I don’t need it 
anymore,” Gracey said. “I can 
bring it here, where it will sit in a 
place people can see. Eventually, 
someone who can use it will take 
it.” 
Some important facts

The Transfer Station is open 
on Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday, from 7:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.  Assistance is available 
for elderly people and those who 
have difficulty walking or carrying 
items.

The Transfer Station requires 
a yearly permit for residents. 
The permit fee is increasing next 
month to $30, from $20, for people 
under 60 years of age. Seniors 
will continue to pay $10. By 
comparison, other towns charge 
anywhere from $50 to $175 for 
their permits.

For more information, visit 
https://townofreddingct.org/how-
do-i/find-transfer-stationtrash-
collection-info/ and www.hrra.org
g

crowd favorite band “3rd Round” 
motivating runners as they wind 
through parts of beautiful Redding. 
The route goes through  Putnam 
Park, where participants will likely 
run into some colonial soldiers.  At 
the finish, runners will be treated 
to race gifts and medals as well as 
free beverages and food while they 
enjoy the Rock ‘n Roots Festival.  
Music for the event will run from 
4:00 - 9:00 p.m., with six different 
local bands and musicians 
featured. (related article page 1) 
Revolutionary war reenactors 
will perform, and the evening will 
end with a spectacular fireworks 
display.

Runners can register and non-
running families can purchase 
a Family Festival Car Pass at 
runsignup.com/Race/CT/Redding/
ReddingRockNRoots9kand1Mile
FunRun g
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Heibeck’s Stand reopens 
in Georgetown l By Donna Christopher

Lobster rolls, clam strips, and 
shrimp po’boys heat up the menu 
at Heibeck’s Stand, reopened for 
the season through fall on Route 7 
in Georgetown.

At the sign of the big pink ice 
cream cone, the roadside cafe with 
take-out and eat-in dining (on a 
patio with twinkling lights) serves 
made-to-order comfort food with 
inventive takes on classic summer 
fare. It’s the kind of place you stop 
by for takeout on your way to work 
or errands, or dine with family for 
a casual summer meal. 

Owners Bobbie Heibeck and 
her son Skylar Smith bought the 
old family business in 2013 from 
its previous owners. The original 
business, opened in 1931 by 
Heibeck’s grandmother and aunt, 
had been sold to owners who were 
unrelated to the family. 

“When we took over, the stand 
was out of the family for 40 years. 
They sold mostly homemade 
ice cream and had hot dogs and 
hamburgers. They used to feed 
the workers from the wire mill,” 
Smith said in an interview. “My 
mother used to work here when 
she was 15. She lived in the log 
cabin next door.” 

Smith, like his mother, grew up 
in Georgetown. When the mother 
and son partners took over they 

updated the roadside fare, elevating 
it with special sauces “made from 
scratch” and unique ingredients. 
Items served include a Jamaican 
jerk fried chicken sandwich and 
the eatery’s take on a Vietnamese 
sandwich called steak banh mi. 
The marinated steak comes with 
pickled onions, veggies, and 
homemade spicy mayo. Heibeck 
burgers, “fresh, never frozen,” 
with lettuce, tomato, sour pickles, 
and a special sauce are popular, 
though the lobster roll is the most 
requested. Maine lobster is sautéed 
in a house-made butter wine sauce 
and served on a New England roll. 

Smith and general manager 
Rachel Williams work 70 to 80 
hours a week. “Everything is made 
to order, so comes hot and fresh” 
Smith said, so expect to wait 
longer when the weather is perfect 
and on weekends. Heibeck’s Stand 
fulfils a couple of hundred orders 
a day on weekdays and a lot more 
on weekends. 

Long-time customer Felicia 
Ann Borglum-Lamond says “…
Heibeck’s is a great place. I 
grew up in Wilton and it was our 
family’s favorite place to have 
ice cream during the summer. I 
appreciate it more now that I have 
my own kids. We regularly stop 
by for milkshakes (which are the 
best around here)... Our favorites 
include the hot dogs, lobster roll 
and my favorite is the porcini 
mushroom burger!!” 

You can place an order online at 
heibecksstand.com or stop in and 
place your order at the window. 

Heibeck’s Stand is open 
Tuesday to Thursday from 
11:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., kitchen 
closes at 7:00 p.m.; Friday and 
Saturday, 11:30 p.m to 9:00 
p.m., kitchen closes at 8:00 
p.m. For  more information 
call 203-917-9313 or e-mail  
heibecks.stand@gmail.com g

Photo by Susan Clark

Business Spotlight 
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$1.1 M Grant for 
Granskog property
By Justin Reynolds 

On June 8, Gov. Ned Lamont 
announced the release of $7.29 
million in state funding to preserve 
more than 1,000 acres of open space 
across Connecticut, and Redding is 
one of the beneficiaries. 

More specifically, The Nature 
Conservancy received a little 
more than $1.1 million to aid in 
its acquisition of the Granskog 
property, a 99.1-acre parcel next 
to Devil’s Den, the conservancy’s 
largest preserve in Connecticut 
which offers more than 20 miles 
of trails across 1,833 acres and 
accommodates more than 40,000 
visitors each year. 

The Granskog property — the 
last undeveloped land near the 
preserve, which is located at 55 
Dorethy Road — has long been a 
coveted parcel for conservation, 
with half of its acreage residing 
inside the Saugatuck Reservoir 
public drinking water supply 
boundaries.

While the grant doesn’t fund the 
whole purchase of the property, it 
will cover a “significant portion,” 
according to Alex Armstrong, 
Director of Communications 
and Marketing at The Nature 
Conservancy.

“This project would certainly 
not be possible without it,” 
Armstrong said. “It’s by far the 
largest grant we’ve been awarded 

by this program in over 20 years of 
applications, and we’re incredibly 
grateful.” 

Frogard Ryan, director of The 
Nature Conservancy’s operations 
in Connecticut, expressed gratitude 
about the grant in a recent press 
release.

“We are excited to work with 
the state of Connecticut to expand 
Devil’s Den Preserve, the largest 
expanse of protected land in 
Fairfield County and our most 
frequently visited preserve, to 
help keep our promise to protect 
the lands and waters on which all 
life depends,” Ryan said. “As the 
climate changes, we must work to 
protect the landscapes that provide 
refuge for plants and animals 
adapting to a warmer world.” 

State Senator Will Haskell 
shared similar sentiments.

“As a member of the 
Environmental Committee, I 
constantly fight for additional 
funding to preserve our natural 
resources, and I’m thrilled to see 
those dollars going to good use in 
Redding,” Haskell said. “I know 
our community will benefit from 
this investment for decades to 
come.”

For more information or 
to donate, visit The Nature 
Conservancy website: https://www.
nature.org/  g
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What Did You Do to My Book?! l  By Chris Perry

The Mark Twain Library is 
featuring an unusual array of 
books this summer. An art show 
“What Did You Do To My Book?!” 
opened June 4 and runs through 
July 31. Curated by Chris Perry, 
the show features forty-seven 
works by eight book artists.

Participating artists are Anita 
Gangi Balkun, Elizabeth Castaldo, 
Deborah Phillips Chodoff, Karen 
Cipolla, Shiela Hale, Chris Perry, 
Erin Walrath, and Alice Walsh.

The show presents book art 
made by repurposing old books, 
and by making new books 
with new materials, sometimes 
materials that have nothing to do 
with traditional bookmaking.

Some of the artists use found 
natural materials as identifiable 
components of the book, such 
as the seeds and leaves found in 
Shiela Hales’s work Wings, part 
of her ongoing black book series, 
and the shells, seeds, and leaves 
that Anita Balkun uses in her sewn 
Untitled works.

Erin Walrath uses parts of 
books to make the series of nest-
like pieces like To the Sun, or 

cutouts from various picture books 
to make small collages titled with 
reference to the origins of the 
images, like Yeller.

Elizabeth Castaldo and Deborah 
Phillips Chodoff each make books 
from scratch, Castaldo using 
a more traditional method of 
signature stitching and letterpress 
printing, and Chodoff using an 
accordion format to make Night 
Walk I and II.  These two artists 
also use non-traditional formats, 
such as Castaldo’s Putting on 
My Face, made with a make-up 
compact as the container of an 
accordion book, and Chodoff’s 
To Draw, a rolled-up book made 
of papyrus, wire, and ribbon that 
unrolls to reveal the entire OED 
entry on the word “draw.”

Erin Walrath, To the Sun

Alice Walsh uses a more 
traditional form of binding, flag 
book binding, to make Flags of 
Systems Past.  She repurposes old 
catalog card microfiche and paper 
catalog cards to make an entirely 
different form of book.

Finally, there are the altered 
books, books still in their original 
shape, albeit a little different.  
Karen Cipolla’s Look It Up, is 
a dictionary that has been roll-
folded without the use of any glue 
or fasteners.  Chris Perry’s books 
are also straightforward with a 
tweak, a book that has been cut 
perhaps, or just lots of them, only 
very, very small as in 219 Ripples: 
shaken(not stirred).

What Did You Do to My Book?! 
is a small selection of the many 
forms of book art that are being 
created today.  These eight local 
artists go a long way to show what 
can happen to your book when (or 
if) it gets in their hands. 

The Mark Twain Library is at 
439 Redding Road. What Did You 
Do To My Book?! runs from June 
4 to July 3, 2022. g

The July 4th weekend means 
‘time to count the butterflies’ for 
more than a hundred thousand 
people across the country.  In 
Redding, starting 25 years ago, 
noted lepidopterist Vic DeMasi 
and the late Fred Schroeder 
inspired a loose band of ‘counters’ 
who tromp through fields and 
forests across town to provide 
input to a census published every 
year by the North American 
Butterfly Association. NABA runs 
the NABA Butterfly Monitoring 
Program, including the 4th of July 
Butterfly Counts, and has amassed 
the largest database of butterfly 
occurrences and abundances in the 
world. 

On Saturday July 2nd, we start 
with a wet meadow and a typical 
meadow on Cross Highway, a 
designated Scenic Road, before 
moving on to Poverty Hollow 
(also a designated Scenic Road), 
Saugatuck Falls Natural Area and 
other locations. 

The program is appropriate 
for kids and kids-at-heart. Our 
partner the Mark Twain Library 
brings books about butterflies, 
pollinators and meadows. Vic 
DeMasi, who is affiliated with 
the Peabody Museum at Yale, 
provides an overview of local 
butterfly species. The introductory 
talk begins at 9:30 a.m. and guests 
are invited to join ‘the counters’ 
around 10:00 a.m., IF they are 
wearing long pants tucked into 
socks and sturdy shoes. 

Butterflies, one of the many 
pollinators in this natural meadow, 
have preferences for certain plants, 
perhaps a specific plant on which 
to lay their eggs, or a particular 
plant for their caterpillar ‘eating’ 
stage.  For example, the preferred 
food of the gorgeous Baltimore 
Checkerspot is the white turtlehead 
flower. The more diverse, natural 
and healthy the meadow, the more 
species it can support.  

The counting crew find and 
identify other flora and fauna 

Butterfly count 
in Redding 
By Laurie Heiss

during these walking surveys: 
unusual plants, birds, turtles, 
snakes, caterpillars, moths, 
frogs and insects galore. Rare 
species of butterflies are caught, 
identified, and released. Counters 
form a loose line and walk in one 
direction, only counting butterflies 
in front of them – we are fairly 
good at not double-counting.

The importance of pollinators 
is widely known. In Fairfield 
County, the Pollinator Pathway 
organization has educated residents 
about creating more diverse lawns 
that support pollinators.  The wet 
meadow at 105 Cross Highway, 
where we begin the day’s activities, 
is on the ‘Pathway’.  

What is the difference between 
a meadow and a wet meadow? A 
meadow is an open habitat or field, 
vegetated by grasses, herbs and 
other non-woody plants. A wet 
meadow is an area whose soils are 
inundated with water temporarily 
during the growing season. Often, 
they have very high plant diversity 
and high densities of buried seeds. 
You can see both, across from 
each other, on Cross Highway. The 
Redding Land Trust parcel, called 
Crossfield, is a typical meadow 
with lower plant diversity and 
drier soils than the wet meadow on 
the north side of the road.

The emergence of plants on the 
wet meadow starts with springtime 
skunk cabbage and Veratrum 
(Indian Poke), then ferns, sedges, 
rushes and grasses begin to grow 
in May along with native Phlox 
and wild iris (flag). June sees an 
explosion of growth with more, 
and taller, wildflowers and lovely 
pollinators …come see for yourself 
on July 2nd!! g

The Natural World

Photo by Giedre Keras, 
Victor DeMasi and Lukas Keras

Eversource wants approval for their new Resiliency Project which will remove trees on 
both public and private property, starting with Cross Highway, Hill Road and Redding 

Road. To voice your opinion, join your neighbors at the Planning Commission meeting, 
June 28, 7:30 pm at Town Hall.  

To learn more: See the video of the May 25 Eversource presentation which includes 
questions from other Redding Residents 

https://www.facebook.com/remoran1/videos/5439133579489444

View carefully retouched before and after views of 
proposed Eversource clearing at various locations along 

Hill Road and Cross Highway: https://www.dropbox.com/
s/9vofpujsd25d3x8/EverSource%20Visuals.pdf?dl=0

Join our facebook page 
Redding Tree Conservancy

SAVE OUR TREES 
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Many individuals expressed 
opposition to cutting trees on the 
town’s scenic roads and expressed 
their views following the presenta-
tion.

Redding’s Open Space Manag-
er John McLeran spoke and later 
told the Sentinel, “I am delight-
ed that Eversource has chosen to 
improve our electric service” but 
“I adamantly oppose the idea of 
clear-cutting trees.”

“Given what we’re looking 
out for, weather forecast, global 
warming, we can expect a higher 
incidence of heavy rains and winds 
and possibly tornadoes so what 
they’re doing I endorse. Anybody 
that lives in town for the past 10 
years will attest that Eversource 
has a spotty record in trimming out 
the trees in a timely manner,” he 
said.

“The big issue is Cross High-
way, which is designated in the 
town records as a Scenic Highway. 
So for us to allow (Eversource) to 
go ahead and cut what they think 
they need to cut, if they’re success-
ful in this endeavor they will have 
picked the bow off the bouquet of 
our scenic and historic roads,” Mc-
Cleran said. 

He noted some of the older 
trees in the sections could be as 
tall as 75-100 feet and removing 
these would mean cutting 150 feet 
around the tree, “effectively cut 
one half a distance of a football 
field around it.”

In the plan, Eversource officials 
said they will replant removed 
trees with ones that won’t grow 
taller than 30 feet. According to the 
company, the enhanced tree-trim-
ming work includes the removal of 
weak, dead, or diseased trees that 
can cause power outages if they 
fall. The standard clearance from 
utility equipment is 8 feet from the 
ground up.

McLeran objected to the com-
pany’s plan to plant non-native 
trees. “Look at the names of the 
trees (provided at the public meet-
ing suggested for replanting) They 
are not native. Japanese Maples, 
Korean Maple, and Pagoda Dog-
wood are on the list. These are or-
namental trees and they look pretty 
but because we are an environmen-
tally-sensitive town many people 
have been working on a program 

called Pollinator Pathways. 
The whole idea is shrubs and 

trees should be to the liking of 
the insects that are pollinators,” 
McLeran said. (The tree list is at 
https://www.eversource.com/con-
tent/docs/default-source/my-ac-
count/tree-planting-tips.pdf?s-
fvrsn=709fc262_2)

Vegetation Management Super-
visor Jenna Turner of Eversource 
outlined the Resiliency Plan for 
the Sentinel. “We want to work 
together with residents of Red-
ding to look at the trees together to 
improve resilience to the town so 
when major storms come through 
they are better protected.”

“Eversource is dedicated to 
improving resilience, that is re-
ducing impacts from storms and 
how quickly and cost-effectively 
we can restore power after severe 
weather events,” she said in the in-
terview.

The company evaluated 10 
years of outage data to identify ar-
eas where pre-related outages have 
caused major impacts to Connecti-
cut customers. The segment iden-
tified in Redding is 3.7 miles of 
“critical backbone overhead wires 
that were identified to have repeat 
(outages) during major storms,” 
according to Turner.

The segment provides power 
to 2,200 customers and four town 
critical facilities, two fire stations, 
the police station, and the high 
school, Turner said. These build-
ings are “fed from these backbone 
segments so critical to protect in 
large storm events,” she said.

“The goal of this resiliency 
project is working together with 
the town and the property owners 
to improve resiliency by removing 
tall growing trees. In Connecticut, 
we have tall trees that during ma-
jor storm events, especially in the 
summer when leaves are on the 
trees from far outside our trim-
ming zones, do cause damage to 
the overhead power lines,” Turner 
said. Redding is one of 13 towns 
across the state in the resiliency 
program, said Kate Raner, Media 
Relations at Eversource Energy.

According to Turner, the Red-
ding segment is a portion of an 
overhead circuit that feeds cus-
tomers who live in the segment as 
well as “customers downstream” 
not near the trees. “There is a town 
right-of-way property. ”

The consent/permission pro-
cess is expected to begin in early 

Eversource tree removal 
worries residents
Continued from page 1

summer. A state-licensed arborist 
working for Eversource will iden-
tify the trees that need to be re-
moved. The property owners will 
be contacted to evaluate the spe-
cific tree work for every individ-
ual property. Signed consent for 
the tree work will be sought and 
the company will work directly by 
talking with individual owners in 
terms of tree removal and replant-
ing plans, Turner said.

“The (electrical lines’) abutting 
property owners will be notified 
which trees affect the public right 
of way. The tree warden will is-
sue permits. Our goal in working 
with the tree warden is to have 
discussions in the field in terms 
of the trees and come to a consen-
sus. There are appeal processes in 
the right of way,” she continued. 
Tree replanting will be site-spe-
cific. Eversource will work with 
property owners for the replanting 
of “trees that don’t grow over the 
power lines taller than 30 feet so 
we have a sustainable forest.”

Member of the town’s Board of 
Finance Robert Dean spoke at the 
meeting and later to the Sentinel. 
“Is destroying the town the best in-
vestment in resiliency? The buzz-
word is climate change, a concept 
of trying to reduce the impact of 
things. Undergrounding these util-
ities is the only meaningful invest-
ment in utilities.” 

“Cross Highway is one of the 
key Scenic Roads in Redding. It’s 
a place of real historic significance 
and those rules are applied because 
you want to preserve that signifi-
cance. The devastation on Cross 
Highway in particular. You cannot 
pick a worse location,” he said.

Dean points to the road’s inclu-
sion in the 1986 Redding Scenic 
Road Ordinance. Sixteen local 
roads have received Scenic Road 
designation. These scenic and ru-
ral roads extend for over 18 miles 
throughout the town and typify 
Redding’s picturesque charm and 
character.

Dean quotes John Mitchell, 
author of the 1984 Open Space 
Plan, as describing these roads as
“pieces of the frame we call our 
country’s atmosphere. We must 
find a way to preserve them.”

“They want to create roughly 
60 feet on each side around those 
wires. If you imagine a 120 feet 
wide strip??? along the hillside 
next to the road, that’s going to 
look like the aftermath of a war…

it’s not like taking down a couple 
of trees in somebody’s front yard...
it’s taking down a swath of trees 
that would utterly destroy Cross 
Highway.

“The bigger issue is the infra-
structure of these wooden poles 
stuck in the ground with no engi-
neering is an obsolete and failed 
concept and we are looking at the 
evidence of it every day,” said 
Dean.

Eversource Media Relations 
Manager Tricia Taskey Modifica 
said, “We did an engineering re-
view of each segment to determine 
the optimal plan – which does in-
clude undergrounding some sec-
tions of the system, in addition 
to the tree work. It’s important to 
point out, that undergrounding is 
very expensive.  It’s estimated to 
cost approximately $1 million per 
mile in rural areas and approxi-
mately $14 million per mile in a 
densely populated downtown area 
- with an average of $3.8 million 
per mile.”

Modifica said there are 
challenges of an underground 
v. overhead system. “The overhead 
system is more susceptible to the 
environment so power outages can 
happen more easily during storms 
but that exposure also makes it 
easier to identify problems, make 
repairs and restore power. The un-
derground system is more suscep-
tible to flooding and heat during 
the summer months and when out-
ages do happen, they take longer to 
locate and fix,”
Group forms

A group of residents met on 
June 1 at the weekly First Select-
man’s Brown Bag Lunch to dis-
cuss the need for a safe and reli-
able power grid but questioned 
Eversource’s plan to clear-cut 
trees. About seven people attended 
according to Janice Rotchstein of 
Cross Highway. She said the group 
needs more time to learn the scope 
of the project and how it will af-
fect their properties and the town 
roads.

They want Eversource repre-
sentatives to go door-to-door to 
speak with each homeowner af-
fected by a tree cutting. In addi-
tion, a tree warden for Redding 
needs to be appointed. Members of 
the group want to create a dialogue 
with Eversource officials. 

“If (residents) are not careful 
they’re not going to know what’s 
going on. We have spoken with 

Eversource (at the lunch) to try to 
get more information and to hear 
what they’re going to be doing to 
slow it down,” said Rotchstein. 
“They have to define for the town 
what is the right-of-way, what the 
town owns, if the tree extends on 
town property and extends on pri-
vate property what is going to hap-
pen,” Rotchstein said.

“Most of us know each other, 
and have an interest in preserva-
tion,” said Garner Lester. He’s 
lived on Cross Highway for 25 
years. “Julia (Pemberton) invited 
us to come into the next Select-
men’s meeting. She agreed we 
can form a committee to look at 
tree preservation.” (Meetings are 
held on the third Monday of each 
month at 7:30 pm at the Town Hall 
and are open to the public).

“Public input is part of the pro-
cess, but the process will inevita-
bly slow down due to the lack of 
a tree warden. The tree warden is 
a vital part of the approval pro-
cess. Still, it’s important that this 
work is done before long because 
it directly impacts reliability,” said 
Mitch Gross, Eversource Con-
necticut Media Relations

“Going door-to-door is part of 
our tree work approval process 
in all 149 communities that we 
serve,” Gross said.

The May 25 public meet-
ing with Eversource can be seen 
on Facebook at .https://www.
facebook.com/remoran1/vid-
eos/5439133579489444/ g
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Calendar of Events

So you want to go Solar...
By Dan Phelan

You’ve seen the headlines that 
solar tariffs are suspended, your 
financial adviser is telling you to 
consider buying stock in a solar 
company, solar dealers have made 
the hike up your driveway and 
knocked on your door, or maybe 
you’re in the market for an electric 
vehicle and want to charge it at 
home.  

Step 1: Choose a solar company  
There are a lot of options, but 

I suggest focusing on the few 
companies that provide full service. 
Some of the more well-known are 
SunPower, Sunrun/Vivint, ADT/
Sunpro, and Tesla Energy. These 
companies not only sell systems, 
but also install and service them 
and you can have confidence that a 
publicly-traded company will still 
be in business through the term of 
your contract.

Step 2:  Design and Pricing
While going solar may sound 

daunting, it’s one of the simpler 
construction projects you could 
undertake.  Once you’ve found a 
company or two to get quotes from, 
here’s what happens next:

Provide a current energy bill to 
the solar contractor. Any company 
worth their salt will design a system 
based on your household’s previous 
12 months of electrical usage rather 
than just jamming panels on your 
roof because there’s space. 

The solar contractor will inspect 
your home’s structure, roof quality, 
and electrical system. They may fly 
a drone around your roof to do heat 
mapping and confirm the height of 
any trees that may throw shade on 
the panels. Companies that haven’t 
made the investment in drone 
technology will send their surveyor 
up onto your roof to make these 
measurements manually.  

Depending on the age of your 
home and its roof, you may need 
to upgrade part of your electrical 
system or roof before it’s ready for 
solar. If you will eventually be the 
owner of the system, you can deduct 
26% of the cost of the roof repairs, 
as well as the total cost of the solar 
system from your tax liability. 
(Check with your accountant before 
beginning any solar project that you 
will eventually own.) For leases 
or power purchase agreements 
(PPA’s), the solar company keeps 
the tax credit because they own, 
operate, and maintain the system 
for the duration of the contract. 

Assuming you don’t need home 
upgrades or a new roof and there 
weren’t any major changes to 
design and pricing, it’s solar time!  
Now, you need to determine which 
financing mechanism meets your 
goals and cashflow. A lease or PPA 
is the simplest option. The solar 
company owns the system for the 
duration of the contract and will 
essentially sell you back electricity 
for a lower rate than your utility 
charges. One caveat to leasing/PPA, 
is that you will not own the system 
and will not be eligible to receive 
the tax credit. You should still be 
saving money versus subjecting 
yourself to another 20 years of 
utility rate increases. We leased our 
system, as have 85% of the 700,000 
customers for whom my company 
has installed systems. 

Other options include loans or 
cash.  Because the loans are for 
renewable energy, the interest rate 
is lower than almost any other debt. 
You will own the system outright 

after paying off the loan. The 26% 
tax credit will be yours if you’re 
eligible. Please send me an e-mail 
if you want a more comprehensive 
view of financing options. One 
commonality for CT solar systems 
is that they are exempt from sales 
tax and any value they add to your 
home will not be added to your 
property taxes.

If the salesperson explained the 
process thoroughly, presented you 
with financing options, and works 
for a reputable company, you 
should feel at ease moving forward 
at this point. Ask your salesperson 
to put you in touch with a couple 
of customers you can call for 
references. Relying on anecdotes 
from co-workers or your crazy 
uncle who installed his own system 
in 1995 will not help you make a 
rational decision.  

Solar companies should absorb 
the cost and take care of all the 
permitting paperwork with your 
town and utility company. This can 
take up to 90 days.

The installation itself is almost 
always done in a single day. If you 
have a massive system on multiple 
roof planes, it could take two days. 
Two crews will arrive on install 
day. One will do the electrical work 
on the ground while the other will 
handle everything on the roof. Once 
the permitting has been completed, 
installation will take place as soon 
as scheduling and weather permits. 
Solar can be installed year-round in 
Connecticut, but the safety of the 
installers will always take priority 
in bad weather.

After installation, the solar 
contractor and town building 
inspector will inspect the work. 
Following building inspector 
approval, Eversource will swap 
your old electrical meter to a Net 
Meter which monitors how much 
electricity you send to the grid, as 
well as any you take from it.

Solar panels are extremely 
simple machines. They’re wafers 
of silica sandwiched between glass 
and housed in an aluminum frame. 
They’re designed and warranted 
to withstand being outside for 
25-30 years without any serious 
degradation in output. Most panels 
on the market today will lose 5% or 
less of their original output in total 
by year 30. For leased systems, 
all warranties, maintenance, and 
monitoring are generally the 
company’s responsibility. For 
customer-owned systems, there is 
usually a company-backed warranty 
on roof penetration, workmanship, 
etc. but you will need to handle any 
equipment warranty issues. There’s 
a slew of different guarantees out 
there, so be sure you know who 
will be responsible for what after 
the installation.

And the cost? “It depends.” A 
properly designed system is sized 
to fit the needs of the homeowner 
based on electrical usage, the 
direction the roof faces, the amount 
of sun the roof gets, and factors 
such as azimuth, elevation, or 
foliage that will have an effect on 
system production. 

I hope these two articles have 
given you a bit of insight on why 
electricity costs so much and what 
to expect before you go down the 
road of energy independence.  If 
you still have any burning questions 
about solar, e-mail me anytime at 
dan@phelansolar.com g

June 4 - July 31 
What Did You Do to My Book?! 

A small selection of book art 
by eight local artists on display in 
the Library’s rotunda. Curated by 
Chris Perry. 
Mark Twain Library

g 

Saturday, June 25 
Redding Running Fest
from 3:00 p.m
Rock ‘n Roots Festival
from 4:00 p.m. 
Lonetown Farm

g

Monday, June 27
Golf for a Cause
Redding Country Club

10:30 a.m. Registration
First Church of Christ Congre-

gational Charity Golf Event raises 
funds for local and global charities. 
Golf 18 holes, join the post-round 
cocktails and dinner, sponsor the 
event, donate an item for the silent 
auction or raffle, or volunteer. For 
more information contact Dana 
Taylor at petdr55@gmail.com 

g

Tuesday, June 28
Planning Commission meeting
Expected discussion of 
Eversource Resiliency Plan
Town Hall
7:30 p.m.

g

June - August 31 
STORYWALK®

Fostering the love of books 
and our town’s uniquely beautiful 
natural backdrop, the Library has 
created 6 enchanting pathways 
around town, each featuring a dif-
ferent picture book. Read, stroll, 
and delight in the joy of a story 
with the crunch of a walking trail 
underfoot.

g 

Saturday, July 2
Redding participates in the 
National Butterfly Count 
105 / 107 Cross Highway
9:30 a.m.
Rain date / Sunday, July 3

All are welcome; wear  
appropriate clothing; refreshments 
provided

Led by lepidopterist Vic deMasi; 
in partnership with the Mark Twain 
Library.

  Thursday,  July 7   
Cooking with the Thirsty 
Radish: French Art of the Apéro 
Dînatoire (Virtual)
Mark Twain Library
7:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

g

Monday,  July 18   
Public Forum
Tighe & Bond on the Gilbert & 
Bennett property
Redding Community Center
7:00 p.m

g

Thursday,  July 21   
Food Truck & Movie Night 
(movie and truck tbd)  
Mark Twain Library
5:00 p.m. 

Thursday,  August 11   
Cooking with the Thirsty 
Radish: Summer Italian 
Kitchen (Virtual)
Mark Twain Library
7:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

g

Thursday,  August 18   
Discover Connecticut’s Wineries 
Mark Twain Library
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

g

Saturday,  August 27   
Redding Land Trust Summer 
Celebration 
Do Ngak Kunphen Ling
30 Putnam Park Road
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

For tickets 
www.reddingctlandtrust.org

g

September 2 - 5 
(Labor Day Weekend)  

61st Annual Mark Twain  
Library Book Fair 
Redding Community Center

Friday: 
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
prices as marked

Saturday: 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
prices as marked

Sunday: 10:00 – 4:00 
half price day

Monday: 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
$10 for a box full of books

 
To the Redding Sentinel

Thank you and congratulations to Susan Clark 

and the Redding Sentinel team from the 

Redding Preservation Society.

 PO Box 1154 

Redding Center, CT 06875

 We strive to promote and preserve the rural 

and historical character of the Town of Redding 

through advocacy and education.

Historic Preservation matters
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