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Over seven dozen Connecticut 
laws concerning a range of issues, 
from regulations around e-bikes 
and helmets to hunting on Sundays, 
wholly or partially took effect on 
October 1. 

Connecticut laws are passed by 
the General Assembly during the 
legislative session each year – this 
year’s ran from January 8 to June 
4 – or in a special session. They 
typically take effect on January 1, 
July 1 or October 1. Here’s a look at 
some of the laws that recently have 
been implemented.

Towing laws overhaul
An overhaul of Connecticut’s 

century-old towing statutes takes 
several steps to make it harder to 
tow vehicles from private proper-
ty and easier for drivers to retrieve 
their vehicles after a tow.

State law allows tow compa-
nies to begin the process of selling 
a towed vehicle with a value of 
$1,500 or less after 15 days, among 
the shortest windows in the coun-
try. The new law still allows towing 
companies to start the sales process 
after 15 days, but they will now 
have to take more steps to give the 
owner a chance to claim the vehi-
cle and the actual sale couldn’t go 
through until 30 days after the tow.

It also requires towing com-
panies to accept credit cards and 
doesn’t allow them to tow vehicles 
immediately just because of an ex-
pired parking permit or registra-
tion. Vehicles can’t be towed from 
private property without notice un-
less they’re blocking traffic or fire 
hydrants or are parked in a handi-
capped accessible spot.

The bill was passed following an 
investigation by The Connecticut 
Mirror and ProPublica that showed 
how state towing laws have come 
to favor tow companies at the ex-
pense of vehicle owners. 

A Connecticut Department of 
Motor Vehicles working group is 
poised to examine portions of the 
state’s towing law that range far 
beyond its original mandate, po-
tentially leading to more extensive 
reforms.

Sunday hunting
As of October 1, Connecticut 

will permit hunting on Sundays – 
with some limitations.

The new law allows Sunday 
hunting but limits it to private 
property and prohibits any hunting 
within 40 yards of a blue-blazed or 
federally designated hiking trail. 
The bill also prohibits the hunting 
of migratory birds on Sundays.

Hunters fought unsuccessfully 
for decades to overturn the state’s 
ban on Sunday hunting, which they 
have described as the last of Con-
necticut’s historic “blue laws.” In 
2015, lawmakers partially repealed 
the ban for bow hunters.

Helmets
A new law raises the age un-

der which motorcycle drivers and 
passengers are required to wear 
a helmet from 18 to 21, with a 
minimum $90 fine for infractions.

New laws 
taking effect 
this month
E-bikes, towing, 
Sunday hunting
By Gabby DeBenedictis

Dozens of Redding residents 
attended No Kings protests around 
the area on Saturday, October 18. 
Roughly 40 protests against the 
Trump administration were held in 
Connecticut that day, with organizers 
reporting over 12,000 attendees 
in Hartford and thousands more 
throughout the state.

Redding’s Democratic Town 
Committee encouraged people to 
attend the protest in Ridgefield’s 
Veterans Park, organized by a coa-
lition of community groups. Several
hundred attended. Susan Auslander
of 100 Redding Road organized a
“super seniors” No Kings protest
at the pedestrian bridge in Branch-
ville, drawing over three dozen 
participants, many of whom are in
their 80s and 90s. Others attended
the protest at the Municipal Center
in Bethel, where weekly protests
of the Trump administration have 
been taking place for seven months 
at P.T. Barnum Square.

See page 10 for images from 
these local No Kings protests. g

Residents 
turn out for 
No Kings 
protests
By Jessie Wright
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Continued on page 2

Photo by Faith Hsu
A colorful leaf spotted on a recent walk along Seventy Acre Road reflects one Redding resident’s love of fall. 
If you have a photo you’d like to see featured here, e-mail editor@reddingsentinel.org.

Redding’s Big Outdoors

Continued on page 10

Photo by Laurie Heiss

If trees could talk
Oral history of the Little River Valley l By Laurie Heiss

I’ve been here in this for valley 
for 325 seasons, more or less. After 
a couple of dozen seasons, there 
were a few new willows on the 
edges of this marsh where the creek 
from the ridge meets the small 
river. We shared the birds, but I was 
taller and had more branches than 

the other willows. In the beginning, 
only the one farm sat to the south. 
A lot of those cows from the three 
barns, with two silos, used to come 
and visit me. I could see a long 
way up the hill toward the bright 
star and a long way toward the big 
water, across the dirt road. I could 
hear the gushes of a waterfall from 
over there after heavy rains. The 
newer willows and I grew pretty 
quickly, with our nearby ground 
spring and the creek. I’m proud that 
my reddish buds are always the first 
sign of spring, along with the skunk 
cabbage tips.

After a long while, two other 
homes were built on the hillside, 
and they shared a long, new 
driveway; only cars now. The 
horses have stopped plodding 
down and back up the dirt road in 
the distance. That road is smoother, 
busier, and louder now. On the 
sunset side of the river, the tall, 
straight trees were eventually 
higher than my top branches. The 

Having received a positive 
referral from the Zoning Com-
mission, the Board of Selectmen 
discussed proposed changes to the 
Town’s Zoning Regulations with 
respect to citations, procedures, 
and fines at its Monday, October 20 
meeting.

Connecticut statutes allow muni-
cipalities to issue fines for zoning 
violations provided they first 
have a local ordinance in place. 
While most area towns have such 
ordinances, Redding currently does 
not.

First Selectwoman Julia 
Pemberton has reviewed these 
changes with Town Attorney 
Steve Stafstrom to make sure the 
ordinance is in the correct and legal 
format. The changes also present 
an opportunity to include inland 
wetlands and water courses.

farmer in the old farmhouse built a 
wood fence on my side of the creek. 
More willows, maples, tulip trees, 
oaks, and beeches quietly joined 
me. With more trees, I could see 
the horses walking on the driveway 
only here and there between the 
leaves, except in wintertime. But 
I could always hear them. Both of 
the families on the hillside have 
horses, but the friendly cows are 
all gone. One of those families 
brought mounds of sand to make a 
dressage field so there were horses 
and riders nearby. I listened to them 
all, and learned. I’m surrounded by 
a thicket of willows, marsh flowers, 
grasses, cattails, and shrubs. With 
the tall trees on the sunset side, 
darkness arrives earlier, but winters 
are cozier since I’m better protected 
from the breezes. 

The family on the old farm 
includes a young boy called Connor 
and a smiling golden retriever who 

According to Zoning Enforce-
ment Officer Mike Moran, several 
area municipalities make use of 
zoning citations. However, they are 
not used in a vacuum. 

“It’s an additional tool in the 
enforcement process,” he said. “It 
doesn’t need to be the only solution, 
but it can be another solution. It can 
be helpful in certain circumstances, 
I believe.”

Moran noted that many of the 
violation inspections he conducts 
come from incoming complaints. 
The first step in rectifying the 
situation is always to write a letter 
informing the property owner that 
they have a potential violation.

“I give them a chance to prove 
to me that it’s not a violation,” he 
said. “I like to collect at least two or 
three inspections worth of evidence, 
then I will issue a first notice of 

Board of Selectmen review proposed 
zoning citations 
Changes would introduce fines for violations l By Rocco Valluzzo

violation. If I get no action, I will 
issue a second notice, which will 
include some timelines and also 
include what it would take to bring 
the property up to compliance, 
which is the goal. A citation is never 
the goal. Compliance is always the 
goal.”

If the situation is not resolved, 
the next step is to issue a cease-and-
desist order. After that comes legal 
action.

Should the Board of Selectmen 
agree to move forward on 
the matter, it would send the 
proposed ordinance to a Special 
Town Meeting for a vote. If the 
ordinance is approved and enacted, 
it would be included in the Zon-
ing Regulations, and it would be 
up to the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer to carry out the citations. g
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That law also requires that chil-
dren under age 18 wear a helmet 
while riding vehicles like bicycles, 
scooters and skateboards. Previously, 
only children under age 16 were 
required to wear a helmet.

E-bikes
Another new law classifies some 

e-bikes, which previously lacked 
regulation around licensing and 
registration, as motor-driven cycles 
or motor-driven vehicles. The law 
classifies e-bikes without pedals 
and with batteries over 750 watts as 
motor-driven cycles, which require 
a driver’s license to operate but are 
not required to be registered with 
the state.

E-bikes with batteries over 3,500

watts will be classified as motor-
driven vehicles. It’s essentially 
the same classification as motor-
cycles and requires that vehicles be 
registered and insured.

Additionally, since e-bikes can 
be easily modified to reach speeds 
upwards of 60 miles per hour, the 
new law generally requires people 
who change an e-bike’s speed ca-
pability to label the vehicle with the 
appropriate modification.

Handcuffs on children
Police officers will now largely 

be prohibited from putting hand-
cuffs on children under age 14, 
except in cases where handcuffing 
is necessary for public safety or 
the child is using or threatening 
physical force against an officer.

New laws taking effect this month / continued from page 1

Existing law states that restraints 
like handcuffs be removed from 
a child before and during a 
court appearance. That law was 
unchanged.

First-cousin marriages
Connecticut law will now pro-

hibit first cousins from knowingly 
marrying each other. Children born 
to first cousins are at an increased 
risk of genetic disorders and birth 
defects. Existing Connecticut law, 
which remains in place, prohibits 
a person from marrying their par-
ent, child, grandparent, grandchild, 
sibling, parent’s sibling, stepparent 
or stepchild. g

This article originally 
appeared in CT Mirror

Road is one of the oldest roads 
in town. Two houses (including 
Pardee’s) date to the 1700s.

It appears to meet the criteria 
for Redding’s scenic road ordi-
nance, which states that a road can 
be designated as scenic if it has 
characteristics such as being un-
paved, bordered by mature trees or 
stone walls, having a traveled por-
tion less than 20 feet wide, offering 
scenic views, blending naturally 
into the terrain, or crossing brooks, 
streams, or ponds. The road must 
also avoid intensive commercial 
development or intensive vehicular 
traffic.

Greenbush Road’s bridge over 
Little River was one of four in 
town that were destroyed in the 
August 2024 rainstorm. There is 
currently a proposal to rebuild 
the bridge at a cost of almost $5 
million.

To comply with Connecticut 
Department of Transportation 
standards, however, it would be a 
span of over 22 feet wide and 60 
feet long. Designs show the road 
widened to 22 feet with two-foot 
wide shoulders on either side of 
the road, requiring the removal of 
trees and possibly the stone walls. 

“We hope to resolve the issues 
and get it designated as a scenic 
road,” said Pardee. “We’re going to 
play it by ear.”

Should the scenic road designa-
tion receive approval, the matter
must be presented at a Special 
Town Meeting for a vote. g

Still awaiting the consent of 
one additional property owner, 
the designation of part of Green-
bush Road as a scenic road 
remains pending before the Plan-
ning Commission.

Bennett and Aimee Pardee have 
petitioned to have a portion of 
Greenbush Road – from Huckle-
berry Road to Newtown Turnpike – 
designated as a scenic road. Green-
bush Road is narrow, 16 feet and 
five inches-wide, with mature trees 
and historic stone walls on either 
side. The petitioners are the only 
property owners with direct access 
to this section of Greenbush Road.

The designation requires the ap-
proval of a majority of lot frontage 
owners, but the proposal is just shy 
of the 51% of owners needed for 
approval.

“There is one homeowner who 
is an absentee landlord who we still 
haven’t been able to track down,” 
said Aimee Pardee. “They’re in 
California.”

According to Pardee, Greenbush 

A short drive around many neighboring towns will tell you that it is 
municipal election season. Lawn signs abound, with candidates’ names 
in red and blue displayed against white fences and stone walls. For some 
of our neighbors, there are contentious races on the ballot – chances to 
unseat long serving Selectmen and heated debates around land use and 
development priorities. 

As we reported following Redding’s political party caucuses this 
summer, there are no such battles this year in our town. Our munic-
ipal election is uncontested once again (as it was in 2023). We are 
digging into some of the reasons why that might be the case – but 
in the meantime, an election will still be held on November 4, and 
early voting and same-day voter registration are already underway, held 
for two weeks at the Community Center ahead of Election Day. 

We have chosen to cover the candidates on Redding’s ballot through-
out October, even though voters do not have much choice on who 
will be seated. We are doing this for several reasons.  Seventy-five per-
cent of the candidates are incumbents – this election is an opportunity
to ask them to reflect on what they have accomplished and what they 
see as priorities in the years ahead. These profiles give us the opportu-
nity to introduce the Town’s leadership to some of our readers and high-
light their qualifications. Perhaps they also will help identify gaps in 
skills or experience that could be pursued in future election slates. As 
you will read, several themes emerge in these profiles – candidates from 
all parties appreciate Redding for its nature, small-town feel, excellent 
schools, and community spirit. Many identify the Wire Mill redevelopment 
project, keeping taxes low amidst Federal and State funding cuts, and plan-
ning for capital expenses as key challenges in the short term. 

As you read these profiles, we hope you will note down additional
questions you’d like answered from your elected officials – our 
Letters to the Editor section  remains open, and public comment oppor-
tunities are made at most board and commission meetings. We also hope 
you feel a sense of pride that Redding has a qualified slate of candidates, 
almost all of whom are volunteers, who have stepped forward to help lead 
the Town. And if you feel otherwise – if the pool could be broadened, 
new perspectives included – there is the opportunity every two years to add 
to the slate and run the races anew. g

Greenbush scenic road 
designation stays on hold 
By Rocco Valluzzo 

Why cover an uncontested 
election?
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Girls cross country
An unexpected change in its 

ranks forced the Joel Barlow 
High girls varsity cross country 
team to make some adjustments 
during the South-West Conference 
championship last week. During 
the race, one of its key runners 
had to stop due to illness. Picking 

up the slack, the Falcons finished 
seventh out of 12 teams with 180 
points on Wednesday, October 
15, on the Mark Goodwin Cross 
Country Course at Bethel High.

Pomperaug was the winner with 
55, dethroning four-time defending 
champ New Milford, which took 
third with 70. New Fairfield was 

runner-up for the third straight 
year, this time with 60. Barlow’s 
Olivia Kotula, who had often 
finished first or second for the 
Falcons during the regular season, 
was not able to complete the race. 
Without another runner near the 
front of the pack, Barlow was 
bound to lose a few key points that 
would affect its scoring.

“This was about how I expected 
the meet to go,” said Barlow Head 
Coach Ryan Paola. “Olivia wasn’t 
feeling well and needed to stop – 
and since she was our number one-
two that was definitely going to 
have an impact on our placing.”

Barlow still had one runner in 
the top 20 places. Finishing in 22 
minutes, 9.7 seconds, Clara Mehner 
was 16th overall and the only 
Falcon runner to earn All-SWC 
second team recognition. “Clara 
definitely had a very good race 
and has continued to improve all 
season,” said Paola. “I’m definitely 
looking forward to seeing how 
she’s able to do in the state (race).”

Two Barlow runners would  
have personal-best times. One 
was Stephanie Bardani, who was 
30th in 23:21.8. Another was 

Barlow takes seventh, tenth at league race
Girls and boys cross country l By Rocco Valluzzo

Photos by Rocco Valluzzo
Joel Barlow High’s Ryan Wheatley, 
left, edges out Brookfield’s Bartosz 
Baran at the finish line at the South-
West Conference boys cross country 
championship on Wednesday, 
October 15. Barlow was tenth as a 
team with 276 points.

Joel Barlow High’s Stephanie 
Bardani, right, runs with Newtown’s 
Anna Parsons during the South-
West conference girls cross country 
championship on Wednesday, 
October 15. Barlow was seventh as 
a team with 180 points. 

Panthers shut out Falcons
Football l By Rocco Valluzzo

Photo by Rocco Valluzzo
Joel Barlow High’s William Miller, left, is pursued by Pomperaug’s Gavin 
Lynch during a varsity football game on Saturday, October 18. Barlow lost a 
0-10 decision. 

Keeping its opponent’s offense 
under control would only go so far 
for the Joel Barlow High varsity 
football team when it visited 
Pomperaug.

The Falcons held the competition 
to just a pair of scores on Saturday, 
October 18. Offensively, however, 
they could not seem to get much 
going, coming up short 0-10 under 
the lights in Southbury.

“I thought our defense played 

well,” said Barlow Head Coach 
T.J. Cavaliere, whose team held 
Pomperaug to just 245 yards in 
rushing. “I thought our offense 
showed signs of playing well, but 
we have to be more consistent.”

Despite attempting a fake punt 
on their first series, the Falcons 
surrendered the ball on their own 
43-yard line. Two penalties called 
against them, including a facemask, 
helped get the hosts to the 22 before 

Katie Kinyon, who was 42nd in 
24:16.5. Two places later came Viv 
D’Amico in 24:26.4.

Completing the scoring for the 
Falcons was Leah Rudd, who took 
54th in 24:55.8. Completing the 
varsity slate was Raveena Tala, 
who was 74th in 28:31.

Boys cross country
After coping with illness and 

injury for much of the season, the 
Barlow boys cross country team 
was at full force for the race. 
Being a young and relatively 
inexperienced team, however, the 
Falcons faced some tough compet-
ition, taking tenth out of 14 teams 
with 276 points, but posting an 
improvement since last season.

Newtown was the winner with 
57 points, capturing its first SWC 
title since 2017. Pomperaug was 
runner-up with 83, and Bethel was 
third with 95.

“I didn’t quite know what to 
expect,” said Head Coach Jerry 
Bielizna. “This is the first time 
really in several weeks that we had 
everybody together.”

Barlow found itself in a fast 
field, not having any runners in the 

top 25 places. Its best finish came 
from Stephen Czerkawski, who 
was 29th in 18:30.1.

Max Mehner was not far behind, 
finishing 35th in 18:41.1. More 
than a minute would pass before 
Barlow’s next runner would cross 
the line. That was Ryan Wheatley, 
who was 63rd in 20:26.1. Less 
than 10 seconds later was Didier 
Mejia Morneau in 20:35.3 for 68th.

Completing the scoring for 
Barlow was Hunter Wildgoose in 
21:24.5 for 80th, one spot ahead of 
teammate Bauer Heres in 21:27.3. 
Jack Laedke was also in the varsity 
race, taking 83rd in 21:31.8.

“The bottom line is we’re not 
fast enough, and we have to work on 
that over the winter, in the spring, 
and in the summer,” said Bielizna. 
“I thought they ran together pretty 
well.”

Both Barlow teams will next 
compete at the state Class M 
finals on Saturday, October 25 
at Wickham Park in Manchester, 
with the girls race starting at 2:05 
p.m. and the boys race starting at 
2:40 p.m. g

Pomperaug’s Cole Tracy scored on 
a 19-yard run. Dane Guinipero’s 
extra point was good, and the 
Panthers led 0-7 with 6:52 left in 
the first quarter.

“It’s kind of been the song of 
the season,” said Cavaliere, noting 
the penalties. “We kind of shoot 
ourselves in the foot sometimes.”

Pomperaug soon had the ball 
back after the Falcons went three 
and out on their next series. Starting 
on their own 22, the Panthers 
advanced on the ground, converting 
on several third down situations, 
getting into Falcon territory before 
William Miller’s interception gave 
Barlow back the ball on its own 17. 
That series ended when Guinipero 
picked off a pass by Tyler Young to 
give the Panthers possession near 
midfield with about four minutes 
left in the half.

While the Panthers threatened, 
they got as far as the Barlow 15 
before a field goal attempt failed,
and it remained a 0-7 game at 
halftime.

When play resumed, it became 
a defensive struggle in the third 
quarter, with neither side getting 
closer than its opponent’s 40. The 
Falcons turned the ball over on 
downs early in the fourth frame on 
the Pomperaug 41, and the hosts 

used runs by Tracy and Gavin 
Lynch to get in field goal range, 
resulting in one by Guinipero that 
was good for 30 yards and a 0-10 
lead with 5:45 left to play.

Both of Barlow’s next two 
possessions were cut short by 
turnovers. It did not get another 
chance, as the Panthers then let 
time expire for the win.

“We have to take care of the 
football,” said Cavaliere. “We’ve 
been talking about it all year.”

While the Falcons gained only 
68 yards on offense, 40 went to 
Kaden Holub. Defensively, Ben 
Noome led the team with 14 total 
tackles, followed by Luke Bishop 
with ten, and Jack Hall and Frank 
Branca with nine combined tackles 
apiece.

Barlow, now 1-4, will take on 
New Fairfield at its Homecoming 
game on Saturday, October 25 at 
1:00 p.m. g
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Operation Smile is a global 
non-profit bridging the gap in 
access to essential surgeries and 
health care, starting with cleft 
surgery and comprehensive care. 
It provides medical expertise, 
training, mentorship, research, and 
care through its staff and volunteers 
around the world, working 
alongside local governments, other 
non-profits, and health systems. 

Joel Barlow High School 
students have supported Operation 
Smile through the high school’s 
Operation Smile Club since 
2015. In 2024, Barlow’s Club 
won Operation Smile’s Pillar of 
Advocacy Award, recognizing 
the school’s impact on the 
organization. This year, the Barlow 
Club’s Co-Presidents are Victoria 
Becker and Ryan Puglio. Both 
students have had the opportunity 
to travel internationally to work 
with patients and their families, 
with Becker spending two weeks in 
Madagascar and Puglio traveling to 
Honduras for eight days.

Becker traveled with a chaperone 
and other student program 
volunteers from around the United 
States. “Even before arriving in 
Madagascar, we could feel the 
love and connection that Operation 
Smile brings from meeting other 
volunteers in the airport from all 
around the world and creating 
relationships with them,” she said.

Student volunteers are an 
important part of Operation Smile 
in Madagascar. They educate 
and entertain patients and their 
families. Their duties may include 
teaching healthy practices such 
as proper handwashing, proper 
dental hygiene, hands-only CPR, 
burn care and prevention, and 
proper nutrition. Becker shared 
this anecdote about a burn care and 
prevention program that she led: “I 
had one woman raise her hand, and 
she had asked me about a scenario 
from her village. A young boy had 
suffered terrible burns across his 
face and neck from what I believe 
was boiling water. She told me 
that he had had them for a while, 
and they were only getting worse, 
leading me to believe they were 
infected. We talked it through, and 
in reflecting that conversation, I 
realized the true impact that what 
I was doing had. Through these 
teachings, I was giving people the 
power to help their communities 
and save lives.”

Becker was also involved in 
entertainment for patients and their 
families. She collected donations 
such as bubbles, crayons, coloring 
books, toys, and games, which 
allowed the students to help 
make a stressful week a little less 
challenging.

She helped in the patient village, 
pre-op, post-op, in the operating 

Life-changing, in more ways than one
Students share their experience supporting Operation Smile 
By Anne Young Albanese

room, and the room where patients 
wait for their procedures. When 
summing up her experience, Becker 
said, “On my program, there were 
101 patients who received this life-
changing surgery, and I know for 
certain that every single volunteer’s 
life was changed after an experience 
like the one I had.”

Puglio’s role in Honduras began 
with screening patients. With 300 
patients traveling to Tegucigalpa, 
where Puglio was based, and only 
enough personnel to care for 100 
patients per week, screening was 
necessary to determine who needed 
care first. Once the patients were 
screened, Puglio prepared patients 
for surgery and helped to relieve 
some of the patients’ and their 
families’ stress. He even had the 
opportunity to enter the operating 
room to watch procedures 
performed in real time. 

“The experience was absolutely 
incredible and is truthfully hard 
to express with words. It opened 
my eyes to the gratitude and 
love and struggles of families in 
developing countries,” said Puglio. 
“While patients return to their 
home completely changed with a 
beautiful smile and hearts beaming 
with hope, I (also) returned home 
entirely anew. The program further 
extended my appreciation for the 
organization and enhanced my 
desire to become a surgeon in the 
future. It also taught me countless 
skills to possess and utilize 
throughout life.”

The Operation Smile club at 
Joel Barlow High School runs a 
variety of fundraisers throughout 
the year. In the past, the Club has 
hosted bake sales at sporting events 
and the Touch Down for Smiles 
event, where the Club raises money 
for every touchdown scored at 
football games. The Club is hoping 
to expand its fundraising activities 
into Redding this year. Becker 
and Puglio are exploring hosting a 
Bingo event at the Heritage Center 
as well as a benefit concert in the 
spring. Redding residents who 
are interested in supporting the 
Operation Smile Club can reach 
out to the Joel Barlow High School 
office at (203) 938-2508 g

Five new courses added at 
Joel Barlow High School
By Anne Young Albanese

Though the “back-to-school” 
season has drawn to a close, some 
students at Joel Barlow High School 
are still covering fresh ground in 
five new courses that were added to 
the school’s offerings this year. 

The first class was added to the 
Art Department. Art Experience 
is a one-credit class that runs for 
one semester, either in the fall or 
the spring. It introduces students 
to various art-making approaches, 
media, and skill-building exercises 
and projects. Students can create 
both two-dimensional and three-
dimensional work. Areas explored 
include drawing, painting, 
printmaking, sculpture, and mixed 
media. An emphasis is placed 
on understanding how the art 
elements and design principles can 
be incorporated successfully into 
works of art. Self-reflection and art 
history are integrated throughout 
the semester.

The second class is Algebra 
Foundations. This course empha-
sizes pre-requisite Algebra skills, 
such as signed numbers, evaluating 
expressions using the order of 
operations, simplifying algebraic 
expressions, solving equations, 
and fundamental arithmetic skills 
involving percents, fractions, and 
decimals. It also covers algebraic 
topics such as multi-step equations, 
systems of linear equations, expo-
nents, and polynomials. The course 
emphasizes the study skills that 
students will use in subsequent 
math courses. Note-taking skills 
and study techniques also are 
developed.

Another STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) course was added, 
Introduction to Data Science. It 
introduces students to the principles 
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associated with analyzing big data. 
Students use technology tools to 
learn basic data organization and 
manipulation along with appropriate 
visualization techniques, such 
as charts, maps, and dashboards. 
Students focus on hands-on practice 
as they develop the skills needed to 
interact with large data sets. The 
course highlights the practical and 
applicable math skills used in a 
real-world context that students can 
use beyond their school years.

Two science classes have also 
been added. Human Biology is 
available in the second semester 
in 2026. In future years, it can be 
taken as a one-semester or two-
semester class. The class offers 
a foundational exploration of the 
human body’s inner workings, 
focusing on anatomical and 
medical terminology. This year, the 
spring semester will have students 
studying the circulatory, immune, 
digestive, respiratory, urinary, 
and endocrine systems. Next fall, 
students will study human anatomy 
and physiology, studying major 
tissue and organ systems. Students 
will use case studies, supplemental 
materials, and dissections to learn 
the material.

Scientific Research is the 
second new science class. It is an 
elective that is taken in addition 
to a student’s regular science 
class. The course can be taken as 
a one- or two-semester class. The 
first semester teaches students 
about scientific literature and 
methodology. The first semester is 
dedicated to developing a hypo-
thesis; designing and defending a 
straightforward, logical procedure; 
and providing methods of analysis 
for interpreting findings. During 
the second semester, students imp-
lement their designed methodology 
from the previous semester’s re-
search questions and evaluate their 
findings. Students demonstrate and 
explain their results through various 
methods, including a formal paper, 
poster pre-presentation, and oral 
presentation. Students will present 
their results to an audience and 
participate in a peer review of their 
research. g
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Curtains up on Almost, Maine l By Anne Young Albanese 

The Joel Barlow High School 
theater program’s production of 
Almost, Maine will take place 
November 6 – 8 and promises a 
mix of laughs, tears, and reflection. 

“Getting to direct this spe-
cial show has been incredibly re-
warding,” said Director Marcelle 
Morrisey. “Mr. Pohlen (Technical 
Director) and I left the readthrough 
with the biggest smiles on our 
faces. It captures the quiet mag-
ic of human connection... those 
small and unforgettable moments 
of love, loss, and hope. Watching 
the students bring these stories to 

life with such a passion has been a 
really special experience. One of 
the things I love most about this 
play is how welcoming it is to audi-
ences of all ages. It’s funny, heart-
felt, and deeply relatable. I cannot 
wait until the community sees it 
and falls in love with this show, 
too.” 

Almost, Maine is a comedy-
drama, taking place in the mythi-
cal town of Almost in Maine. The 
show tells a story through nine 
short vignettes, all taking place 
in one evening under the aurora 
borealis. The play explores the 
joys and sorrows of love, loss, 
connection, and hope. 

“[It] is a whimsical and heart-
felt play,” said Morrisey. “The sto-
ry takes place over a single winter 
night and unfolds through a series 
of loosely connected scenes where 
ordinary people find themselves in 
extraordinary moments, falling in, 
and out of, and back into love. It is 
for audiences of all ages.” 

Ten students are performing in 
the show. Eso Aihiokhai will play 
East and Dave. Finn Bermingham 
will play Pete, Lendall, and Dan-
iel (man). Lucia Ferrari will play 
Shelly and Rhonda. Grey Krois 
will be playing Jimmy and Phil. 
Saira Menon will play Deena and 
Hope. Annie Peters will play Glory, 
Marvalyn, and Suzette. Andrew 
Spindel-Smith will play Steve. 
Sassy Wood will play Gayle, 
Marci, and a waitress. Avery Young 
will play Ginette and Sandrine. 
Alexander Funk will be Pete’s un-
derstudy and part of the ensemble. 
Technical Director Pohlen works 
with a crew of 23 students on the 
technical aspects of the show.

Performances will take place 
in the Barlow auditorium at 100 
Black Rock Turnpike on Thursday, 
November 6 at 7:00 p.m., Friday, 
November 7 at 7:00 p.m., and Sat-
urday, November 8 at 2:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
online at jbhs.booktix.com g
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Jonathan Hopkins – Zoning Board of Appeals
Endorsed by Democratic Town Committee l By Jessie Wright

Roger E. Van Ausdal – Board of Finance
Endorsed by Democratic Town Committee l By Donna Christopher

Jenifer Wyss – Board of Finance
Endorsed by Republican Town Committee l By Donna Christopher

One of the few non-incumbents 
in this year’s election, Jonathan 
Hopkins is bringing his years of 
professional experience in acoustics

Roger E. Van Ausdal is running 
as an incumbent on the Board of Fi-
nance. He moved to Redding over 
30 years ago with his late wife, 
Sandra. They raised their family 
here, with their three children at-
tending Redding schools. Sandra 
taught at Joel Barlow High School 

Jenifer Wyss was elected to the 
Board of Finance in 2019 and is 
seeking her second, six-year term. 
She has previously served on the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, has been 
a volunteer for the Mark Twain Li-
brary Book Fair, and is a past Board 
Member of Redding Neighbors & 
Newcomers. She is the Supervising 
Project Manager at the Financial 
Accounting Standards Board based 
in Norwalk.

and civic planning to his 
candidacy for the Zoning Board 
of Appeals. He also has conducted 
environmental noise studies and 
zoning reviews and provided 
pro bono support for non-profits 
opposing development projects.

How long have you lived 
in Redding? 

I have lived in Redding for 
16 years.

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

I love the quiet, the woods, the 
fresh air, the slow pace, and the 
other residents who moved here for 
similar reasons.

for 20 years. Roger is active at First 
Church of Christ, Congregational, 
where he serves as Controller and 
is the Treasurer of the Democratic 
Town Committee.

How long have you lived 
in Redding? 

Since 1993.

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

I grew up in a small New 
England town a bit north of Boston. 
It had some of the same benefits. I 
enjoy the rural beauty. I enjoy bik-
ing. And at the same time, you’re 
close to busier areas, Ridgefield, 
Wilton. Two of my children live 
in New York City. I like the small-
town feel and the combination. 

How long have you lived 
in Redding? 

I have lived in Redding since 
December 2013. 

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

There are many enjoyable things 
about living in Redding – open 
space, natural beauty, the quiet-
ness and tranquility especially af-
ter a busy day at work, small-town 
charm, and sense of community 
among residents.

Why would you be a good fit 
for this role in public office? 
What experiences or expertise 
will you draw from?

I am a Certified Public Accoun-
tant (CPA) and have significant 
experience in accounting, which is 
an important skill set for a Board 
of Finance member. At my job, I 
spend a substantial amount of time 

Why would you be a good fit
for this role in public office?
What experiences or expertise
will you draw from?

I spend significant time in my 
job at an architecture/engineer-
ing design firm working with lo-
cal zoning codes and boards all 
over the country for developments 
of various scales. I have worked 
with clients to seek approvals from 
various boards as well as appeal 
decisions. I believe this experience, 
tied with my shared love of small-
town Redding, allows be to be 
great fit for this board.

What got you interested in the 
Zoning Board of Appeals?

Why would you be a good fit 
for this role in public office? 
What experiences or expertise 
will you draw from?

I have a degree in chemical 
engineering and an MBA from 
Rutgers. I mostly worked in sales 
and marketing and have a solid 
analytical background. I was on 
the Planning Commission. It was 
interesting, but it didn’t utilize my 
analytics background. I draw from 
my management expertise in my 
career. I worked primarily in the 
micro electronic business. I worked 
in sales for many years and have 
interpersonal skills.

Why are you hoping to 
serve another term?

I like it. I want to maintain what 

identifying and solving accounting 
and financial reporting problems, 
which starts by listening to and 
understanding the views of various 
types of stakeholders. These skills 
translate well for a role in public 
office.

What got you interested in 
this role? Why are you hoping 
to serve another term?

I became interested in the 
Board of Finance because I want-
ed to make a positive impact on 
my hometown. I love Redding, the 
beauty, the charm and most im-
portantly, the community. Being 
a CPA, I was naturally drawn to a 
role on the Board of Finance.

There is still work to be done to 
make Redding an even better place 
to live. I really enjoyed my first 
term and want to continue to serve 
Redding.

I saw there was an opening and 
have been looking for a way I can 
give back to the town. I felt that 
this opportunity presented a good 
fit where I can utilize my profes-
sional experience for service of 
the community.

What do you see as the top 
priorities facing the ZBA in 
the next three years?

With ongoing studies for 
development in Georgetown, along 
Route 7, and elsewhere, along with 
surrounding towns seeing devel-
oper use of Connecticut’s 8-30g 
Land Use Statute, I could envision 
the possibility of unprecedented 
zoning appeals being possible in 

we’ve done. We’ve been in a fi-
nancially very good period, so that 
always makes things easier for a 
Board of Finance. We’ve had a very 
collegial group on the Board. The 
biggest expense is education, and I 
have a very strong interest in edu-
cation. We have an excellent rela-
tionship with the Region 9 Board of 
Education and the Redding Board 
of Education. They communicate 
with us very well, take us on school 
tours. I want to maintain that.

What do you see as the 
top priorities facing the 
Board of Finance in the 
next three years?

The Wire Mill is a huge issue. I 
hope we as a Board of Finance can 
help facilitate the Wire Mill project 

What do you see as the top 
priorities facing the Board of 
Finance in the next three years?

As a Board of Finance member, 
one of our key issues is to balance 
the community’s needs and wants 
in a financially responsible manner. 
No matter what, we need to ensure 
long-term financial stability for the 
Town and the schools. A primary 
factor in ensuring long-term finan-
cial stability is planning for capital 
projects in the near and long-term 
and balancing those long-term 
capital projects with operating ex-
penditures. That balance involves 
determining a prudent approach to 
maintaining a proper cash reserve, 
paying for the operating expenses 
and capital projects, yet keeping 
taxes as low as possible while con-
tinuing the services and offerings 
for the community.

Additionally, I would be remiss 

Election 2025

the next three years. I believe my 
experience working on similar proj-
ects `of scale allows me to work 
with others on the Board to help the 
town navigate these challenges.

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

I would hope to be able to 
continue to allow the Town to 
maintain the environment that 
many residents moved here to 
enjoy, as well as work effectively
with others on the Board with 
shared goals. g

and keep that moving ahead. I’d 
like to play a key role in that. We 
also have a pretty significant Un-
assigned Fund Balance. We keep 
being cautioned by Rob Dean that 
we may have some expenses in the 
coming year associated with the 
Wire Mill. We will hold our powder 
here for upcoming expenses. Also, 
for the roads. As a biker, I think 
the roads in Redding are in decent 
shape.

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

Keep Redding’s healthy finan-
cial situation continuing. I don’t 
know what the future will bring in 
terms of the economy. g

not to mention the elephant in the 
room: the Wire Mill. The Wire 
Mill is a significant development 
opportunity, and at the same time, 
there are significant hurdles to 
overcome with the outstanding 
debt before meaningful develop-
ment can occur. The Wire Mill is 
a top priority facing the Board of 
Finance, the Board of Selectmen, 
the Planning Commission, and 
others, for many years to come.

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

I hope (and expect) to continue 
working in an effective manner 
with my fellow Board of Finance 
members to balance the ever-
increasing operating and capital 
needs of the Town and the schools, 
while minimizing the increase in 
taxes. g

Jill Cilo – Zoning Board of Appeals
Endorsed by Republican Town Committee l By Jessie Wright

Jill Cilo has held a number of 
roles in Redding throughout her 
more than three decades as a resi-
dent. She has served as both Vice 

Chair and Chair of the Republican 
Town Committee, as a Justice of 
the Peace, and as either an alternate 
or member of the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for nine years. 

How long have you lived 
in Redding? 

I moved to Redding in 1993, 
having been attracted to its natural 
beauty and historic charm. 

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

I enjoy its gorgeous terrain, open 
spaces, trails, reservoirs, abundant 
wildlife, and sense of community.

Why would you be a good fit 
for this role in public office? 
What experiences or expertise 
will you draw from?

I have been on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals (ZBA) for nine years, 
first as an appointed alternate and 
then as an elected official. Having 
worked with this team of intelligent 
ZBA Commissioners as well as my 
experience as a real estate para-
legal for the last five-and-a-half 
years enables me to understand 
and interpret zoning ordinances to 
make decisions that are aligned 
with Redding’s current Zoning 
Regulations.

Why are you hoping to 
serve another term?

I moved to Redding for its open 
spaces, wooded areas, and peaceful 
environment, and I am committed 
to maintaining the integrity of our 
town’s natural beauty. The ZBA 
grants me the opportunity to hear 
appeals from residents and to con-
sider authorizing variances, when 
warranted, without altering the 
look or charm of our town.

What do you see as the top 
priorities facing the ZBA in 
the next three years?

Questioning State-imposed zon-

ing and building mandates. Main-
taining open space. Preserving 
Redding’s natural beauty and 
charm.

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

Redding’s abundance of mixed 
terrain can present unique challenges
to homeowners when planning 
construction projects. As a ZBA
Commissioner, I will apply Red-
ding’s zoning ordinances and 
regulations to best address an 
individual’s appeal for a variance 
while preserving the integrity of 
Redding. g
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Diana Carlino – Selectwoman
Endorsed by Democratic Town Committee l By Donna Christopher

Michael Thompson – Selectman
Endorsed by Republican Town Committee l By Donna Christopher

Diana Carlino was unanimously 
appointed to the Board of Select-
men in January 2025 to serve the 
rest of Peg O’Donnell’s term after 
O’Donnell stepped down due to a 
relocation to Bethel. Carlino is an 
attorney with experience in munic-
ipal governance, including elected
positions for both the Town of 
Redding and Town of Bethel. 

How long have you lived 
in Redding?

I moved to Redding in 2016 
from Bethel. 

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

Having grown up in North 
Salem, NY and attending the 

Michael Thompson is seeking 
his seventh term on the Board of 
Selectmen. He has been an active 
member of the Republican Town 
Committee and Zoning Board of 
Appeals and has chaired the Con-
necticut Judicial Selection Com-
mission and served as Vice Chair 

University of Vermont, Redding 
appealed to me as a small town 
with historic roots, open spaces, 
commitment to education, and a 
vibrant sense of community and 
volunteerism.

Why would you be a good fit 
for this role in public office? 
What experiences or expertise 
will you draw from?

The responsibilities of a Select-
man include carrying out the acts, 
policies, and ordinances of the 
Town, making recommendations 
on financial and budgetary matters, 
settling claims against the Town, 
and appointing members to Boards 
and Commissions. As an attorney 
and Partner in a law firm, I am a 
small business owner, I have expe-
rience balancing budgets, manag-
ing a team, problem-solving, and 
advocating for solutions.

I was elected by attorneys in 
Stamford, Darien, and New Can-
nan as a Delegate to the Connecti-
cut Bar Association, and serve as a 
Mock Trial Judge for middle school 
students. I have served as a member 
of the Zoning Commission, Board 

of the Connecticut Lottery Corpo-
ration Board of Directors. He is a 
Partner at law firm Gordon Rees 
Scully Mansukhani.

How long have you lived 
in Redding?

We have lived in Redding since 
the spring of 2003.  

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

Redding is a unique place. It is a 
great small town with a real sense 
of community. We have strong 
schools, easy access to open space, 
a fantastic library, a variety of rec-
reational and civic activities occur-
ring throughout the year, and many 
opportunities for people of all ages 
to get involved and contribute 
to the strength and well-being of 
our town. 

of Assessment Appeals (Bethel), 
Chair of the Redding Democratic 
Town Committee, on the Insurance 
and Pension Commission (Bethel), 
as a Trail Tender, and on the pro-
gramming committee of the Mark 
Twain Library. 

I also volunteer as a ski coach 
with Vermont Adaptive, teaching 
people with disabilities how to ski. 
These experiences have taught me 
to listen, keep an open mind, build 
consensus, and work with people 
who have different backgrounds 
and priorities.

What got you interested in this 
role? Why are you hoping to 
serve another term?

For as long as I can remember, 
I have valued public service and 
good governance. Growing up, I 
wanted to be President of the Unit-
ed States. When Peg O’Donnell 
resigned after many years of distin-
guished service to the Town, I saw 
an opportunity to bring a new per-
spective to Town leadership. Red-
ding is a special place. I have the 
expertise and training to safeguard 
its future, manage resources, and 

Why would you be a good fit 
for this role in public office? 
What experiences or expertise 
will you draw from?

I have served as a Redding Se-
lectman for 12 years. I believe my 
knowledge of local town issues, 
my understanding of how the State 
of Connecticut and municipalities 
interact, and my experience as a 
commercial litigation attorney pro-
vide a useful skill set to continue to 
serve in this role.

What got you interested in this 
role? Why are you hoping to 
serve another term?

I originally became interested in 
serving as a Selectman after vol-
unteering on the Republican Town 
Committee and chairing the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. I am interested
in returning to my role on the 

the personal integrity to lead with 
transparency and fairness.

What do you see as the top 
priorities facing the Board of 
Selectmen in the next three years?

Divisiveness in state and nation-
al politics threatens our communi-
ty. We have largely been fortunate 
to have volunteers on Redding’s 
boards and commissions who put 
political affiliations aside and do 
what is best for the future of Red-
ding. However, we risk divisive-
ness trickling down to Redding 
in the way we communicate with 
each other, and in a reduction in 
funding from the Federal and State 
government which could combine 
with rising costs and present fiscal 
challenges for the Town and the 
schools.

Development of the Gilbert & 
Bennett Wire Mill and the revital-
ization of Georgetown presents an 
exciting opportunity for Redding. 
Resolution of the Georgetown Spe-
cial Taxing District bonds needs to 
be tackled before private develop-
ment of the Wire Mill property can 
begin. Public safety will continue 

Board of Selectmen to continue 
to contribute positively to our 
community.

What do you see as the top 
priorities facing the Board of 
Selectmen in the next three years? 

Over the next three years, I be-
lieve the Board of Selectmen’s pri-
orities should be:

1. To maintain Redding’s stable
fiscal health and keep taxes 
affordable by prudently balancing 
long and short-term capital spend-
ing needs with annual operating 
expenditures.

2. To provide high-quality mu-
nicipal services to taxpayers, in-
cluding an effective, well-managed 
police department, recreational ac-
tivities for citizens of all ages, and 
well-maintained local roads.

to be a priority. This year, the Board 
of Selectmen authorized a study to 
look at the Town’s future Emer-
gency Services needs and adopted 
a Zero Roadway Fatalities and Se-
rious Injuries Policy resolution to 
obtain a state grant to support the 
development of a Comprehensive 
Safety Action Plan to improve road 
safety.

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

Climate change has and will 
continue to impact Redding. We 
had historic flooding last year. 
Revision of flood plain maps and 
new design requirements may 
result in changes to the appearance 
of some roads and bridges. We 
have had forest fires which im-
pact our first responders. Disease 
impacting trees along roadways 
result in road closures and electric 
outages. While the Board of Select-
men cannot solve climate change, 
we can be mindful of the environ-
mental impact of our decisions. 
I would like to explore oppor-
tunities for the Town to act more 
sustainably. g

3. To address the debt issues 
hindering development opportu-
nities of the Wire Mill project in 
Georgetown.

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

I hope to use my experience 
on the Board of Selectmen and 
my ability to work with others in 
Town government and beyond 
to find a realistic path forward in 
the development of the Wire Mill 
project. As I understand it, the 
State of Connecticut still considers 
it one of the premier Brownfield 
redevelopment sites in Fairfield 
County. That designation should 
help us access State resources to 
overcome the debt-related issues 
currently restraining development 
opportunities. g

Julia Pemberton – First Selectwoman
Endorsed by Democratic Town Committee l By Donna Christopher

Julia Pemberton has served as 
First Selectwoman since 2013, and 
is seeking her seventh two-year 
term. She spent a decade work-
ing in publishing and non-profit 
communications before her years 
of elected public service. She has 
three daughters who were raised 
in Redding and recently welcomed 
her first grandchild.

How long have you lived 
in Redding?

I’ve been a Redding resident for 
37 years.  

What are some of the things 
you enjoy about living here?

We found Redding when we 

were looking for our first home and 
a place to raise a family. Redding 
had a reputation for good schools, 
and that’s what was most important 
to us then. It didn’t take long to re-
ally appreciate what made Redding 
special and unique among Fairfield 
County towns: open space, calm, 
and a small-town vibe. Those are 
the same things that I think con-
tinue to attract families to Redding 
today.  

Why would you be a good fit 
for this role in public office? 
What experiences or expertise 
will you draw from?

My interest in government was 
formed early on. I was raised in 
a household that valued public 
service and where discussions of 
public policy were routine. By the 
time I got to college, I knew that I 
wanted to serve the public in some 
capacity. In Redding, with children 
in elementary school, the Board of 
Education was the place I could 
be most impactful. I served on the 
Region 9 Board of Education for 
Joel Barlow High School for eight 
years and then on the Board of 
Selectmen. With that experience, 
I decided to run for First Select-
man in 2013. The First Selectman 
is a municipal CEO and, as with 
any business, experience and 
knowledge matter. But to govern 

effectively, a person also needs to 
be able to connect with people and 
to listen, to maintain an open mind, 
and work with people you may 
not necessarily agree with to get 
to the heart of the issues that need 
resolving. 

While in office, we’ve made 
improvements to virtually every 
aspect of Redding’s small-town 
government, and the Town is in 
excellent fiscal health. I am always 
looking to better meet the needs 
of the public. The knowledge and 
experience gained over my years 
in office, and as a 37-year resi-
dent, inform how I will continue 
to approach the role of First 
Selectwoman.  

Why are you hoping to 
serve another term?

It is a great honor to serve the 
public, and I am grateful that I will 
have an opportunity to serve two 
more years in office. As I men-
tioned before, during my time in of-
fice we’ve made improvements in 
every aspect of local government, 
always seeking to provide excellent 
and efficient services. I continue to 
do this work because I believe that 
public service is the best way I can 
contribute to the quality of life we 
have here, planning wisely and with 
vision, to ensure that Redding’s 
future is built on solid ground.  

What do you see as the top 
priorities facing the Board of 
Selectmen in the next three years?

The Board of Selectmen’s role 
is to superintend the concerns of 
the Town. The most impactful 
action we take as a Board is the 
development of the annual operating 
budget that supports government 
services and minimizes, as much as 
possible, the annual tax burden on 
citizens.

Preserve what we value, and 
plan for the future. The next two to 
three years could be challenging. 
Tip O’Neill, a larger-than-life fig-
ure of his time and Speaker of the 
House, said, “All politics is local.” 
However, government actions out-
side of Redding can have a local 
impact. Redding receives funding 
from the Federal and State govern-
ments to, for example, supplement 
our road maintenance budget, pro-
vide for residents who need support 
(heating oil comes to mind), aid 
in disaster recovery, and support 
public education. If these funding 
sources are reduced or eliminat-
ed, how we continue to fund these 
programs are issues the Select-
men will have to address in 
budget deliberations. The Board of 
Selectmen will continue to focus 
on a broad spectrum of quality-
of-life issues. 

In addition, continued progress

at the Wire Mill, planning in 
Georgetown to improve our small 
business environment, developing 
a community vision for a walkable 
downtown, protecting the Town 
from mandates that don’t make 
sense for our community, advocat-
ing to reduce unfunded mandates 
that drive up costs at the local level
with little benefit, public safety 
strategic planning, and a space 
needs study for the Redding Com-
munity Center, are among the many 
tasks and projects the Board will 
superintend during its next term. 

What do you hope to accomplish 
in the upcoming term, and why?

All of the above. The Board of 
Selectmen has a regular meeting 
once a month, sometimes more 
if special meetings are required. 
The First Selectwoman is on the 
job every day, as the Town’s CEO, 
and I am accountable for progress 
and completion of the goals we 
establish as a Board, as well as 
attending to the everyday needs 
of citizens who visit Town Hall. 
It’s the most rewarding job I’ve 
ever had. Whether your family has 
been here for generatons or you 
are new to Redding, I promise 
to listen and to incorporate your 
voices into a shared vision for a 
stronger Redding. We are all in this 
together. g
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Book Review Library Corner 

Last week, librarians received 
news that we had been concerned 
about for months: Baker & Taylor, 
a nearly 200-year-old company and 
the primary wholesaler of books to 
libraries, would shut down by the 
end of this year. The writing had 
been on the wall for some time. 
During and after the pandemic, we 
experienced shipment delays that 
we blamed on supply chain issues. 
Around this same time, the com-
pany was sold to a private equity 
firm, and its future seemed tenuous. 
Then, a major cyberattack hit the 
company in 2022. Their customer 
service has been noticeably lacking 
for some time, and their employees 
have not been able to explain the 
book delays. 

Up until March of this year, 
Baker & Taylor was where we pur-
chased almost all our books, with 

John Read Middle School 
(JRMS) has a new club: the Tome 
Student Literary Society. The group 
joins chapters across the country 
that are dedicated to reading and 
discussing books, participating in 
literary-based competitions, and 
attending virtual and in-person 
literary events. The JRMS chap-
ter currently has 12 members, but 
it is expected to grow as more 
students learn about it. It meets 
twice a month before school.

According to Maria Frederick, 
Library Learning Commons Spec-
ialist at JRMS, she started the 
club to encourage students to read 
outside of their class assignments. 

“I am always looking for new 
ways to encourage reading and 
put great titles in the hands of kids. 
I was very impressed with the 

with Amazon. They now offer the 
same deep discount that we missed 
from Baker & Taylor. They only 
ship books “unprocessed,” mean-
ing we will have to cover them and 
add barcodes and spine labels our-
selves. And, any consumer knows 
that it’s impossible to compete 
with Amazon’s shipping speeds. 
All in all, I feel a bit bummed to 
be channeling more of our funds to 
Amazon, a company that has been 
viewed as a threat to libraries since 
the ‘90s. But we will always work 
hard to get the best price on books 
on behalf of the Redding communi-
ty, so our dollars can stretch as far 
as possible. g

Erin Shea Dummeyer is 
Director, Mark Twain Library

February 6, covering books The 
Bletchley Riddle by Ruta Sepetys, 
Will’s Race for Home by Jewell 
Parker Rhodes, and Wild Poppies
by Haya Saleh and Marcia Lynx 
Qualey.

Students can also create and 
submit items for competition 
throughout the year, including book 
trailers, fan fiction, promotional 
book flyers, theme essays, library 
video commercials, and more. 

The year culminates with 
TOMECON, a day-long event 
on March 10 in Athens, Georgia. 
Students choose sessions with 
authors in their age group through-
out the day. The top four teams 
in each age group will compete 
in person during TOMECON. If 
the JRMS team is in the top four, 
Frederick hopes to be able to 
attend. In addition, she hopes 
to take students in future years, 
whether they qualify to compete 
or just to attend the author ses-
sions. The team will need to raise 
the money to attend. In addition, 
Frederick has registered as a 
volunteer reader to help select 
the Tome Book Award List for 
the 2026-27 school year. JRMS 
students who are interested in join-
ing the club should reach out to 
Frederick at mfrederick@er9.org g

could justifiably be called reason-
able, there is a Magnus Archives
episode about it.

Now, I am of course cheating 
a little bit by recommending the 
first episode. However, this is my 
column now, and I get to do what 
I want. Besides that, I have a good 
reason for it! Any episode you lis-
ten to works well as a standalone 
because of its one-off stories, but 
if you continue to listen to the pod-
cast, you really do want to start 
from the beginning. As you start 
to meet more of our strange, won-
derful cast of characters, you will 
begin to see the overarching plot 
unravel, but it’s really something 
you have to experience for your-
self. Anglerfish, true to its name, 
will hook you and reel you all the 
way in… and listening to the whole 
thing really is worth it.

This podcast is one of the few 
pieces of media to have truly, 
permanently altered my brain 
chemistry. Once you listen to this 
show, you kind of can’t stop 
thinking about it. Even though it’s 
a bit of a strange one, I really do 
hope you give it a try. Maybe you’ll 
even love it as much as I do. g

Bookseller shake-up l By Erin Shea Dummeyer

Middle school book club starts 
new chapter l By Anne Young Albanese

a few exceptions through Amazon. 
Around this time, Baker & Taylor 
changed their contract with our 
consortium, and we learned that 
we would not be receiving the deep 
discount we had come to expect on 
all of their books. This is when I 
started to panic a little. I was told 
that, “Gone are the days when li-
braries can work with just one book 
vendor,” and that was all I needed 
to hear to get us set up with a differ-
ent one. So, off to Brodart I went! 
And so far, so good. 

Only time will tell how the clos-
ing of Baker & Taylor will affect 
how our users experience Mark 
Twain Library. So far, Brodart has 
been speedy and responsive, but 
with many other libraries flocking 
to them, I wonder how this will 
affect their customer service. We 
are also going to do more business 

Tome Book Award List and decided 
to start a book club for any interest-
ed student to join. I am hoping to 
build excitement around reading
that includes discussion and low-
pressure competition while expos-
ing students to a wide variety of 
genres by amazing authors,” she 
said. 

One aspect of the Tome Liter-
ary Society is its “Reading Bowls,” 
a series of three online exams. 
Students take a quiz based on a 
specific book, and each team’s top 
five scores are averaged to deter-
mine the score for the team. 

The first Reading Bowl took 
place between September 24 
and October 10. The JRMS team 
took the exam on October 9. The 
books covered in the first exam 
were Slugfest by Gordon Korman, 
Impossible Creature by Katherine 
Rundell, and The Legend of the 
Last Library by Frank L. Cole. 

The second Reading Bowl will 
take place between December 3 
and December 12. The books 
covered are Westfallen by Ann 
Brashares, One Wrong Step by 
Jennifer A. Nielsen, Perry Homer 
Ruins Everything by Beth Vrabel, 
and Not If You Break Up with Me 
First by G.F. Miller.

The third Reading Bowl will 
take place between January 28 and 

A one-episode recommendation 
from a podcast you might love.

Columnist’s note: Like last Oc-
tober, I’ve asked my eldest to guest-
star in this space and write about 
spooky season, her specialty. Take 
it away, kid.

It is assumedly sometime in the 
vicinity of Halloween, the time 
when my power is at its strongest. 
Therefore, I have graciously been 
given domain over this column 
for a brief moment in our fragile 
lifespans. Come, take my hand, and 
let me introduce you to one of the 
biggest obsessions I’ve ever had.

The Magnus Archives is, on the 
surface, a perfectly spooky and 
attention-gripping horror anthology.
Every episode tells a new fictional 
story from a victim of some sini-
ster happening or another. The 
victim’s “statement” is read aloud 
by our protagonist, Jonathan Sims, 
(which also happens to be the 
name of the podcast’s writer,) and
then swiftly denied by him to 
have ever happened. (Surely the 
victim was on some sort of hallu-
cinogens, right?) From vampires, 
to man-eating pigs, to… (shudder) 
mosquitos, if you have a fear that 

Mislaid
By Nell Zink  

256 pages / $10.99 / Amazon Prime

daughter (a son stays with his fa-
ther). She lives in grinding poverty 
that manifests fear of disclosure.

 These self-created privations 
guarantee a lifestyle of avoidance, 
which in turn create an allegory 
of self-abnegation. Peggy’s strate-
gy for survival through anonymity 
includes changing her race, along 
with her blonde daughter’s, from 
white to black. Peggy changes 
her name to Meg and her daugh-
ter’s name from Mireille to Karen 
Brown, after forging her daughter’s 
identity from a dead girl’s records. 
This seems dubious and perhaps 
just beyond the threshold of cred-
ible. Or perhaps not. There is an 
episode of holding illegal drugs for 
desperately needed cash. These epi-
sodes do not serve moral continuity 
necessary at the end. 

We are given reason to believe 
that Peggy’s extreme personality 
verges into “insane” behavior. This 
is how Zink lures the reader into in-
tellectual confrontation with what 
might or might not lie behind status 
in America. Among factors that de-
termine status and identity are race, 
money, gender, sexual identifica-
tion, and education. The author’s 
deeper probe shows how these 
issues affect certain characters when
they are made to betray issues 
important to other contexts. 

All of this suggests Zink’s deep-
er exploration of actions in light of 
adult duties and responsibilities to 
family and self and, by extension, 
to the larger community in matters 
that relate to sexual identity. It is not 
a choice. On the personal level, the 
unevenness of life and reward is fair 
game for criticism in a narrative of 
complaint, which so much of Mis-
laid embodies. But this approach 
obviates the deus ex machina
of happy ending. An insistence of 
broad understanding and reunion at 
the end does not wash. It does dam-
age to narrative integrity and char-
acters of Mislaid. Credibility falls, 
but the reader has enjoyed the un-
even ride to this point, and Mislaid
shows why Nell Zink is a writer to 
read. g

Review by Tom Casey, 
author of Human Error, 

Strangers’ Gate, and 
Unsettled States

Mislaid is the second published 
novel by Nell Zink, and it was a 
runner-up selection for the 2015 
National Book Award. In this nov-
el, the author explores the individ-
ual struggling against toxic social 
convention and change, and how 
phobia, bad communications, and 
strong character can lead to wrong 
conclusions, obduracy, and ethical 
contradiction. The title refers to 
the life of a chief character. Is 
Mislaid, the novel, successful in its 
aspiration? Somewhat. 

Zink seems to have excavated 
this novel with difficulty from a 
deep desire to write it. That honest 
impulse, dictated by talent, goes 
into source material presented with 
a tension that can be as excruciat-
ing to read as the writing of it must 
have been for Zink. But there is au-
thorial desire for recognition also 
present in the narrative, and this 
is a corrupting impulse. It peeks 
through narrative the way an actor 
is caught sometimes acting. This is 
obvious in the ending, for example, 
which fails to convince because 
its resolution seems altogether im-
plausible. But Zink’s strength as 
a writer defeats harm done. This 
is a grueling but frequent path for 
a first-rate novelist. After reading 
Mislaid, with appreciation for dedi-
cation to art where it exists magnif-
icently, this reader gives the writer 
a provisional thumbs-up.

The author has created a char-
acter in Peggy, aka Meg, who proj-
ects consternation with respect to 
sexual identity, confusion, and an-
ger. While Peggy eventually falls 
in love with a woman, for most 
of the novel she lives apart from 
her husband with her kidnapped 

Nod to the pod 
The Magnus Archives, Episode 1: 
Anglerfish l By Harper Cowan 
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Business Spotlight

A five-star morning at 
The Number One café l By Justin Reynolds 

There’s a new café in 
Georgetown with high-end food,
a cozy atmosphere, and an 
appropriately confident name: The 
Number One.

Owner John Szyszka had a 
successful career in construction 
but was forced to change paths after 
hurting his back. He decided to try 
his hand as a restaurateur, opening 
Sandy Hook Cafe in Newtown. 
That business racked up more than 
200 reviews on Google over three 
years, earning an impeccable 5-star 
rating. But Szyszka couldn’t renew 
his lease when the time came, so he 
needed a new spot.

A realtor friend heard about 
his predicament and told Szyszka 
about an opening in Georgetown in 
the former home of PopUp Bagels 
at 8 Main Street, Suite B. After 
seeing the space, Szyszka was sold, 
and The Number One – named after 
his former spot’s flawless reviews – 
opened its doors last month.

After a morning meeting my 
editor at The Georgetown Owl, 
grabbing some Quartertone coffee, 
and talking shop, I walked back up 
Main Street to The Number One on 
what, to me, felt like the first real 
day of autumn (Thursday, October 
16 for anyone keeping score). 
I opened the door to the café; 

stepping inside, it almost felt like 
home.

A gracious host, Szyszka 
appeared, said hello, shook my 
hand, and asked whether I wanted 
coffee. 

Sure, I’ll take it with a little 
milk, no sugar. Something to eat? 
Maybe a bacon, egg, and cheese, 
I shrug. “It’s best with potatoes,” 
Szyszka said, before disappearing 
into the kitchen. 

“I’ve been cooking all my life 
for myself and my family,” he said 
when he returned, joining me at a 
table. “Anyone who comes here 
always comes back. Everyone is 
always happy when they leave. 
In my life, I’ve been everywhere, 
and our menu has food from 
all over the world – German, 
Hungarian, Portuguese, Polish, 
Thai. Everything here is made from 
scratch.”

Szyszka hails from Poland and 
has been stateside for more than 
30 years, the last 20 in Trumbull. 
His menu is eclectic, featuring 
everything from muffins, stuffed 
French toast, and country fried 
chicken with gravy to shepherd’s 
pie, pork and veal schnitzel, and 
linguini and clams – Portuguese 
style. He also offers an array of 
fresh-squeezed fruit juices, coffee 

drinks, tea, and desserts.
When my food arrived, the meal 

I was presented with was unreal 
– great presentation, generous in 
portion, and incredibly delicious. 
I told Szyszka the same, and he 
smiled and nodded because he 
knows.

After finishing the feast, Rich 
Wenning, Executive Director of 
The Granite, opened the door, 
coming in to talk with Szyszka 
about food he had ordered for an 
upcoming event, the Stone Free 
Arts Harvest, which took place 
October 19. Everything was all 
set. Wenning and I chatted about 
the event, the Gilbert & Bennett 
project, and the Sentinel – “you 
guys are great” – before he bid 
adieu to continue his Thursday. 

Szyszka is proud of his entire 
menu, but in his mind, there’s one 
dish that stands out among the rest.

“My clams are the best,” he said. 
“They’re always fresh from the 
Sound. When I run out, I run out 
until the next batch comes in.”

Okay, maybe two.
“We have very, very good 

pierogies.” 
The Number One is open from 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and 9:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday; 
it’s closed on Sundays. Szyszka 
said the establishment is seeking a 
liquor license and, once obtained, 
will stay open later.

Though new to our community, 
Szyszka already said he feels right 
at home.

“I love it here, I love the people, 
everyone is so nice,” he said. 
“People here like fresh food, and 
nobody around here has the mix 
of food we do. Please come say 
hello.” g

For more information, visit 
theonect.com, facebook.com/
theonect, or instagram.com/

thenumberonect 

Photo by Justin Reynolds
John Szyszka opened The Number One in Georgetown in mid-September.

Georgetown Community 
Association will be hosting a 
holiday photo opportunity in 
November that will not only create 
memorable holiday cards, but will 
also allow participants to give 
back to the community.

Holiday Photo Fundraiser with 
Santa on Saturday, November 15 
is a festive holiday photo shoot 
that will take place at Rising 
Starr Horse Rescue, a non-profit 
organization in Wilton that 
saves, rehabilitates, retrains, and 
rehomes abandoned, neglected, 
or abused horses. “This is our 
second year hosting this event. It 
gives families time to get some 
amazing photos and make holiday 
cards with them in time for up-
and-coming holidays. It’s a way to 
give back to local families in need 
within the community, and it also 
serves as a prelude to the annual 
Georgetown Holiday Parade and 
Festival charity fundraiser that 
will be held on December 21,” 
explained Bonnie Sassano-Troy, 
local businesswoman representing 
the Georgetown Community 
Foundation. 

Photo sessions will take place
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
15-minute intervals. An appoint-
ment is required; walk-ins cannot 
be accommodated. All proceeds 
of the sessions will go to the 
Georgetown Community Fund, 
which is used to enhance the overall 
well-being and community life of 
residents through fundraising and 
grants, partnerships, and other 
initiatives and events. 

“Last year, everybody loved it – 
who doesn’t love horses? And add 

Santa to the mix!” said Sassano-
Troy. “It’s a magical opportunity 
for families to get professional 
photos to make holiday cards and 
forever memories. Plus, it makes 
them feel good knowing they’re 
giving back to the community.” 
Rising Starr Horse Rescue is a past 
grant recipient of the Fund. Their 
property will be open during the 
photo shoot sessions for families 
to explore the stables, horses, and 
other areas.

Photographs will be taken by 
professional photographer Charles 
Unitas of Unitas Photography  
located in Shelton. Sessions will 
take place indoors in a barn with 
a rustic wood sleigh. Santa and 
his head elf, Marty, from the 
North Pole will be there along 
with Army, Navy, and Mayday, 
miniatures horses from Rising 
Starr Horse Rescue. “It’s super-
sweet. Bill Dexter is, by far, the 
most authentic Santa ever. People 
really think he is Santa,” Sassano-
Troy said. Families will receive 
four professional digital images.

“The Photo Fundraiser along 
with the Parade and Festival 
brings the community together,” 
continued Sassano-Troy. “It’s a 
beautiful way to celebrate the 
holidays and spend time together. 
With so much going on in the 
world, it’s even more important 
this year.” g

For more information 
and to schedule a 

photo sitting, visit: 
https://bit.ly/GCAphotos2025

Holiday cards for a 
community cause 
Georgetown Community Foundation to 
host Santa photo sessions next month
By Pamela Brown 

The Holiday Season is just around the corner

Shop Local for the Holidays
our special issue is November 13

E-mail advertise@reddingsentinel.org 
if you’d like your business to be part of it

Photo courtesy of Georgetown Community Association

Celebrate the holidays with a side of history 
Ridgefield’s Holiday House tour tickets on sale l By Pamela Brown 

With decked halls and rich 
history, six properties will shine 
this December during the 2025 
Ridgefield Holiday House Tour. 
The Ridgefield Historical Society 
is teaming up for a second time 
with Tiger Hollow Inc., a private 
non-profit, to put on this event 
combining architecture, local his-
tory, and seasonal cheer.

“The Holiday House Tour 
connects our community to Ridge-
field’s rich architectural and cult-
ural heritage while raising vital 
support for our two local non-
profits. It’s also a way to celebrate 
the season together and showcase 
the generosity of the homeowners 
who open their doors,” said Ste-
phen Bartkus, Executive Director 

of Ridgefield Historical Society.
The tour includes six private 

homes and takes place Saturday, 
December 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. It will feature an eclectic
mix of the town’s architecture, all 
seasonally decorated. Ridgefield’s 
Lounsbury House, the former 
mansion of Governor Phineas C. 
Lounsbury now maintained by a 
non-profit, will serve as the tour’s 
headquarters, where guests can 
pick up their tickets and shop at 
a festive indoor Holiday Market 
showcasing gifts, decór, and other
unique finds (the Market is also 
open to the public). 

Tickets are now available in 
three, two-hour time slots: 9:00 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m., and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Bus service to the houses will 
be provided, and two locations 
are a short walk from Lounsbury 
House. 

“All of the homes were select-
ed by the Ridgefield Historical 
Society’s Co-Chairman for the 

tour, Llewellyn Cheng, an architect 
and interior designer, and Stephen 
Bartkus. Mr. Cheng and Mr. Bart-
kus were most concerned with 
finding homes that had both archi-
tectural and historical significance, 
with a mix of styles and eras,” said 
Sally Sanders, a marketing volun-
teer for Ridgefield Historical So-
ciety. The tour program will offer 
informative details on each home. 

The residences range from the 
18th to the 21st centuries. One of 
the homes is newer, from 2011, 
built on a prominent estate on the 
Ridgefield/Lewisboro, NY border. 
Also included is the 1916 rectory 
of St. Stephen’s Church, which is 
celebrating its 300th anniversary 
this year. The church, built in 1915, 
will also be open during the tour so 
guests can appreciate its colonial 
revival interior that was designed 
by W. Kerr Rainsford of Allen & 
Collins of Boston, who also de-
signed the structure.

The other homes include The 
Book Barn, a book shop that 

opened in 1925 when Emmy 
Sloan purchased a dilapidated barn 
believed to date back to the late 
1700s; The William Jones House, 
an early 19th-century Greek Re-
vival home, later expanded with a 
21st-century addition designed by 
architect Peter Coffin; The Lewis 
Bailey House, built in 1860, that 
the Connecticut Historical Com-
mission calls “the most distinct ex-
ample of early-Victorian domestic
architecture in Ridgefield”; and 
The Edwin Benedict House, on 
the land believed to be the loca-
tion where General William Tryon 
and his British troops camped for 
the night following the Battle of 
Ridgefield.  

During the tour, homeowners 
will be present to offer an introduc-
tion to their home. “They’ll greet 
guests and share insights about the 
history, architecture, and character 
of their homes,” said Bartkus. g

 For more information, visit 
ridgefieldholidayhousetour.org
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A singer “follows the yes” to her 
new home l By Pamela Brown

Sarah Hawkey’s life in Redding 
is blossoming in more ways than 
one. Not only is the former New 
York resident an accomplished 
classical soprano and owner of 
Blossom Voice Studio in nearby 
Weston, Hawkey is an avid gar-
dener who has built an impressive 
2,500-square-foot dahlia garden on 
her property. 

“For years, I had been coming 
up from New York City to 
prepare repertoire for upcoming 
performance engagements with my 
voice teacher in Old Greenwich. 
Every time I left the city, I felt more 
alive as an artist when surrounded 
by nature,” said Hawkey. “In 2019, 
I finally made the leap and moved to 
Redding sight unseen, not knowing 
a single person here. I love the New 
England look of our town. I had no 
idea something like this existed so 
close to New York City. All those 
years I was stuck in a tiny Upper 
West Side studio with a four-foot-
square community garden plot, and 
I didn’t realize I could live in New 
England and still sing in the city. 
It’s a dream come true to finally 
have a place to call home.”

Hawkey’s budget pushed her 

Sarah Hawkey in her enormous 
dahlia garden.

Why Redding?

farther from the city until she found 
a tiny cottage for rent in town. “By 
2022, I was lucky enough to buy 
my own home next to Lonetown 
Farm. It’s one of the smallest 
houses in Redding – 978 square 
feet!” said Hawkey, whose street 
has only six houses. “I know all my 
neighbors. With no family nearby, 
those connections have been 
important.” It’s that community-
centric feeling amidst nature that 
feeds Hawkey’s soul. “There’s a 
shared value in Redding for open 
land and nature conservation. I love 
hiking in Devil’s Den and visiting 
Topstone, where I walk my dog 
almost every day,” she said. “I love 
the people in Redding – they’re so 
friendly and easy to get to know. I 
love how easy it is to get involved 
in the community here, something I 
longed for in New York. I also love 
our proximity to farms.”

Hawkey is a familiar face 
around town. She enjoys taking 
yoga classes at Yoga Station and 
grabbing a coffee from her favorite 
coffee roasters, Quartertone. “I also 
love going to events at Redding 
Flower Farm and enjoying the 
vistas at New Pond Farm,” said 
Hawkey, who said she also is active 
in the Norfield Congregational 
Church in Weston. 

“Since buying my home, my 
garden has exploded – it’s more 
than twice the size of my house. 
I grow mostly dahlias – 20 rows 
and counting – and last year I gave 
a lecture on them at the Redding 
Garden Club. I love sharing flowers 
with neighbors, local businesses, 
and even other farmers or local 
florists who sometimes need extra 
dahlias.”

Her expansive garden parallels 
Hawkey’s thriving professional 
career. Along with teaching voice 
lessons at her studio, Hawkey will 
be presenting Behind the Notes
at The Granite starting this 
month, a four-part classical music 
appreciation program. “I still 
perform in New York City and 

around the country. I specialize 
in Baroque repertoire, but I’ve 
sung internationally across opera, 
chamber music, and symphonic 
works,” she explained. “Some 
of my favorite memories are 
performing at the Verbier Festival 
in Switzerland and the Salzburg 
Festival in Austria. In the U.S., 
I’ve sung with the New York 
Philharmonic, Boston Early Music 
Festival, and countless times at 
Carnegie Hall. A highlight of my 
career was being in the original cast 
of Ellen Reid’s p r i s m, which won 
the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Music.” 

Currently, Hawkey is preparing 
to record her debut solo album 
featuring music by Venetian com-
poser Barbara Strozzi. “My second 
album will feature English Baro-
que songs by G.F. Handel, Henry 
Purcell, and John Dowland. I 
also plan to record several com-
missioned song cycles, including 
ʻSurprisingly Poetic Moments’ 
from an Otherwise Typical Hiking 
Guidebook, inspired by my first 
Yosemite trip,” said Hawkey. 

When needing a respite from 
work, Hawkey explores nature on 
local trails and also enjoys lapidary 
and silversmithing. “Lapidary, the
polishing of stones and gems, has 
fascinated me for years. I act-
ively study silversmithing at the 
Silvermine School of Art where 
I’ve made silver pieces with stone 
settings,” she said.

Hawkey’s life is guided by the 
mantra of “Follow the yes.” 

“Instead of pushing against 
closed doors, I look for the ones 
that open,” she said. “I’ve never 
been married, and I don’t have 
children. Moving here as a young 
single woman, I felt like a fish 
out of water. In New York, I was 
surrounded by single artists in 
rehearsal rooms and performances, 
then suddenly I replaced that with 
lots of trees! I’ve allowed this new 
beautiful New England setting 
to inspire my artistry to the next 
level.” g

Scenes from local No Kings protests

(Clockwise, from top left): Photo by Jessie Wright / Hundreds gathered in Veterans Park in Ridgefield; Photo by Jessie Wright
/ The mood was enthusiastic at the Ridgefield Veterans Park protest; Photo by Carol Morgan / Seniors, many in their 
80s and 90s, waved signs and flags at the Branchville pedestrian bridge; Photo by Tom Casey / Neighbors gathered at the 
Municipal Center in Bethel for a No Kings protest; Photo by Carol Morgan / Protestors smiled and showed off signs at 
the “super seniors” protest organized by Susan Auslander; Photo by Jessie Wright / First Selectwoman Julia Pemberton, 
Allison and Matt Rudary, Selectwoman Diana Carlino, and Maria Carlino at the Veterans Park protest.

explores my rooted feet. They walk 
through the very tall meadow that 
used to be grazed flat by the cows. 
They stare at me and then cut the 
poison ivy, grape, and bittersweet 
vines that climbed my bark and 
made me stiff. Once, the mom 
carried the helpful clippers and a 
little rectangle that she put by her 
eyes. It’s been a bunch of seasons 
since the mom was last here. The 
deer, coyotes, and turkeys keep 
me company because the dressage 
horses are gone now, and the sand 
has turned to grass. The larger, 
bright moon that gets the closest to 
my highest branches was only nine 
days ago. It is my favorite and most 
special night of each cycle. 

And now, here she comes with 

the clippers and the eye rectangle. 
She rubs her gloved hands on my 
bark and puts her arms around me. 
I am not the biggest tree in my 
viewshed now, but I am the oldest. 
For all these years, I’ve loved the 
trickle of the nearby creek, the ever-
swooshing of the river, the light and 
heavy breezes that ruffle my flexible 
branches, and all the birds that sing 
to me every day. I am Grandfather 
Willow, and this is the story of my 
Little River Valley. g

If you have a favorite tree 
story for this column, contact

reddingtreeconservancy@
gmail.com

If trees could talk / Oral history of the Little River Valley /
continued from page 1

Happy harvest at 
New Pond Farm

Photos by Jessie Wright
Families flocked to New Pond Farm on Saturday, October 18 for its Annual 
Harvest Festival, where animal encounters, crafts and games, fiber spinning, 
blacksmithing, hay rides, and autumn treats were plentiful. 
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Calendar of Events
$ = fee applies

R = registration required

Arts

Meetings 

Special Programs

Thursday, October 23 

Community Conversation with 
Representative Anne Hughes and 
CT Treasurer Erick Russell
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Weston Public Library
56 Norfield Road, Weston

–––
Saturday, October 25 

Barn Sale 2
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Restocked antique barn with 
furnishings, antiques, collectibles, 
and art for sale
First Church of Christ, 
Congregational
25 Cross Highway
firstchurchredding.org

–––
Wednesday, October 29 

Spirit-Guided Tarot Reading
12:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. 
By appointment with Amy Ferrito
Heritage Center
RSVP to Margherita at mpilato@
reddingct.gov or (203) 938-9725
$, R –––

Thursday, October 23 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Friday, October 24 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Saturday, October 25 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road 

–––
Sunday, October 26 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Monday, October 27 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Monday, October 27 

OPEB Trust Board
6:00 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room
100 Hill Road

–––
Monday, October 27 

Board of Finance
7:30 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room
100 Hill Road

–––
Tuesday, October 28 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Tuesday, October 28 

ER9 Joint Boards of 
Education Meeting
7:00 p.m. 
Joel Barlow High School / 
Library Learning Commons
100 Black Rock Turnpike

–––
Tuesday, October 28 

Planning Commission
7:00 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room
100 Hill Road

–––
Wednesday, October 29 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Thursday, October 30 

Early Voting and 
Same-Day Registration
8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Thursday, October 30 

Region 9 Finance and 
Operations Pension Committee
5:30 p.m. 
Central Office / Conference Room
654 Morehouse Road
Easton

g

*Sign-up to receive meeting 
agendas and notifications at 

reddingct.gov/subscribe

C hildren ITeens

Religious Services

Thursday, October 23 

Sips & Sweaters – 
Parents’ Night Out
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
Hosted by RES PTA, enjoy drinks, 
appetizers, and fundraising.
The Redding Roadhouse
406 Redding Road
tinyurl.com/resPTAsips
$, R –––

Saturday, October 25 

DAWS Making a Difference Gala
6:00 p.m. 
Support Danbury Animal Welfare 
Society and the animals in their care
Amber Room Colonnade
1 Stacey Road
Danbury
dawsgala2025.givesmart.com
$, R –––

Friday, November 7 

Bright Futures 
Boys & Girls Club Bash
Light bites, open bar, live music, 
and silent auction to support Boys 
& Girls Club of Redding-Easton
Redding Country Club
109 Lonetown Road
bgcre.net
$, R

g

Fundraisers

This Week’s Featured Events

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
44 Portland Avenue
bethlehemlutheranct.org

–––
Calvary Independent 
Baptist Church
Adult and Child Sunday School 
at 10:00 a.m. / Worship Sundays at 
11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday prayer meeting 
at 7:00 p.m.
Nursery provided for all services.
711 Redding Road
cibcredding.org

–––
Christ Church, Episcopal
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
184 Cross Highway
christchurchredding.org

–––
First Church of Christ, 
Congregational
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
25 Cross Highway
firstchurchredding.org

–––
Long Ridge United Methodist
Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
201 Long Ridge Road
Danbury
longridgeumc.com

–––
Sacred Heart / St. Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Church:
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Confessions: 
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
and Mondays and Thursdays 7:30 
p.m. – 8:00 a.m. and before/after 
Weekday Mass
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Mondays and Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
169 Black Rock Turnpike
sacredheart-stpat.org

–––
Georgetown Oratory of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 
and 12:00 p.m. (Latin)
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 6:00 pm. (Latin)
Holy Days: 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
First Fridays and Saturdays: 
8:30 a.m.
Confessions: 
Saturdays 7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. and
Wednesdays 5:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Eucharistic Adoration: Saturdays 
5:00 p.m. following Vigil Mass
30 Church Street

–––
Temple B’nai Chaim
Friday, October 24
7:00 p.m. 
Welcome Shabbat
82 Portland Avenue
templebnaichaim.org

g

Please check church and 
temple websites for holiday 

and special services

Health I Wellness

Thursday, October 23 

Halloween Soiree: Candle-Lit 
Restorative Yoga & Cocktail Hour
6:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
30-minute yoga session, cocktail 
hour face massages 
Yoga Station, 9 Brookside Road
yogastationct.com/workshops-
events
$, R –––

Wednesday, October 29 

Meditation
12:00 p.m. 
Virtual 40-minute session
E-mail mpilato@reddingct.gov 
for link
R

g

Thursday, October 9 – 
Saturday, March 28 

Portal Open for Redding Land 
Trust Photography Show 
Submissions
Submit photographs of Redding’s 
open spaces for a chance to be 
exhibited at Mark Twain Library 
in June 2026
reddinglandtrust.org/photoshow
$, R –––

Saturday, October 25 

Opening Reception: Set In Stone 
by Dave Gesualdi
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Georgetown Arts & Cultural Center
5 Main Street
gtownarts.com

–––
Thursday, November 6 – 
Saturday, November 8 

Joel Barlow High School 
presents Almost, Maine
7:00 p.m. Thursday, Friday, Saturday
2:00 p.m. on Saturday
Joel Barlow High School
100 Black Rock Turnpike
jbhs.booktix.com
$

g

Thursday, October 23 

Family Scarecrow Decorating
5:00 p.m.
You bring the clothes and 
accessories, Park and Recreation 
provides hay and string
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
reddingct.gov/parks-and-recreation
R –––

Friday, October 24 

Friday Games
4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
Teen program, grades 5+
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Saturday, October 25 

National Reptile Day – 
Animal Meet and Greet
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Free for members
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
newpondfarm.org
$, R –––

Saturday, October 25 

Evening Woodland Walk
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Register for a 30-minute walk 
through woodlands with a mid-
walk campfire and treats break 
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
newpondfarm.org
$, R –––

Sunday, October 26 

4th Annual Redding Grange 
Agricultural Fair
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Competition categories, food, 
games, and educational displays
Redding Grange #15
399 Newtown Turnpike
reddinggrange.org

g

Nature

Holiday I Seasonal

Saturday, November 1 

A Celebration of Connecticut 
Woodland Indians
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Hands on, family program
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
newpondfarm.org
$, R

g

4th Annual Redding 
Grange Agricultural Fair 
Sunday, October 26
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Competition categories, food, 
games, and educational displays
Redding Grange #15
399 Newtown Turnpike
reddinggrange.org

Make Redding Glow 
on Halloween 
October 29 – 31
Bring your Jack-O-Lantern to 
the Town Green display on 
Wednesday October 29th
Redding Garden Club will keep 
your Jack-O-Lantern lit and 
manage the display
Questions: ruthmoran@gmail.com

Redding Neighbors & 
Newcomers and The 
Granite’s Halloween Party 
Saturday, October 25
7:00 p.m. 
Adults-only party with 
costume contests, food, 
drinks, DJ, and dancing
The Granite, 5 North Main Street
reddingneighborsandnewcomers.org
$, R

Barn Sale 2 
Saturday, October 25
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Restocked antique barn 
with furnishings, antiques, 
collectibles, and art for sale
First Church of Christ, 
Congregational
25 Cross Highway
firstchurchredding.org

Wednesday, October 29 

Sweet & Savory Pumpkins: 
A Uniquely Curated 
Culinary Adventure
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Adult cooking demonstration 
featuring pumpkin ale bread, 
pumpkin meatballs, and pumpkin 
spice latte cake.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R –––

Friday, October 31 

Easton Trunk or Treat 
and Bonfire
5:30 p.m. 
Samuel Staples Elementary School 
and Morehouse Fields 
515 Morehouse Road
Easton
eastonct.myrec.com

g

Friday, October 24 

Pumpkin Carving 
at the Heritage Center
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Pumpkins and utensils supplied
Heritage Center, 37 Lonetown  Road
RSVP to mstillman@reddingct.gov 
or (203) 938-9725
R –––

Saturday, October 25 

Bethel Trick or Treat Street
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Trick or treat and compete in a 
costume contest held at 3:00 p.m.
Greenwood Avenue 
and Municipal Center, Bethel
bethelchamberofcommerce.com

–––
Saturday, October 25 

Redding Neighbors & 
Newcomers Trunk or Treat
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Trunk or treat around decorated 
vehicles and host stations – 
admission is one bag of 
candy per child
Redding Community Center 
37 Lonetown Road
reddingneighborsandnewcomers.org
R –––

Saturday, October 25 

Redding Neighbors & 
Newcomers and The Granite’s 
Halloween Party
7:00 p.m. 
Adults-only party with 
costume contests, food, 
drinks, DJ, and dancing
The Granite, 5 North Main Street
reddingneighborsandnewcomers.org
$, R –––

Monday, October 27 

Tiny Tots Halloween Party 
& Parade (Birth – 5)
10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
Wear your costumes and 
celebrate Halloween with 
books, songs, and stories
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R –––

Monday, October 27 

MadScience Halloween 
Spook-tacular! (Ages 4+)
4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.
MadScience of Fairfield County 
puts on a science show 
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R –––
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