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The Connecticut State Board of 
Education adopted new guidance 
this month encouraging schools 
to implement bell-to-bell restric-
tions on cellphone and personal 
technology use.

The new guidelines follow an 
unsuccessful attempt in the General 
Assembly this spring to impose a 
statewide bell-to-bell ban on cell-
phone use in public schools. Gover-
nor Ned Lamont and State legisla-
tive leaders have signaled they plan 
to renew the legislation next year; 
in the meantime, the new guidance 
nudges schools to begin moving in 
that direction without imposing a 
direct mandate.

Under the new guidance, the 
Board is urging schools to enact 
“districtwide Personal Technology 
Use and Purposeful Screen Time 
Policies.” In addition, it “strongly 
recommends such policies restrict 
the student use of personal tech-
nology, including cell phones and 
other current and emerging tech-
nology, from the beginning to the 
end of the school day (i.e., ‘bell 
to bell’)” — with an exception for 
students with disabilities and oth-
er “documented needs” receiving 
individualized supports.

That’s a stronger prescription 
than the Board’s previous recom-
mendation to “restrict the use of 
cell phones during the school day.” 
Those guidelines, released in 2024, 
stopped short of recommending a 
full bell-to-bell restriction. Most 
schools in Connecticut have im-
plemented policies in line with the 
2024 guidance, but only 31% of 
high schools have gone as far as 
implementing a bell-to-bell ban.

(Editor’s Note: Redding Elemen-
tary School and John Read Middle 
School will have a “bell-to-bell” 
ban on personal technology devic-
es in place for the 2026-27 school 
year. After extensive debate, the 
Region 9 Board of Education opted 
to adopt a policy for Joel Barlow 
High School that permits students 
access to personal technology 
devices during their lunch period.) 

The inclusion of “personal tech-
nology” in the new guidance sig-
nals the State is also casting its net 
beyond cellphones. 

While it’s too early to say 
whether the General Assembly will 
turn these recommendations into a 
statutory requirement, it’s not out 
of the question. After the Board 
released its 2024 guidance, legisla-
tors passed a law requiring districts 
to align their cellphone policies 
accordingly. Lamont has also sig-
naled he believes the failed bell-to-
bell cellphone ban legislation will 
pass next year.

Concerns have been growing 
about the impact cellphones — and 
digital technologies more broad-
ly — have had on K-12 students, 
spurred in large part by Jonathan 
Haidt’s The Anxious Generation. 
The new guidance follows from 
those same worries: It criticizes 
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Photo by Hudson Bentler
Beachgoers enjoy all that Topstone Park has to offer in the summer heat. The beach will close for swimming 
on August 26 but will reopen for the weekends of August 29-30 and September 5-7. If you have a photo youʼd 
like to see featured here, e-mail editor@reddingsentinel.org.

Redding’s Big Outdoors

State 
adopts new 
cellphone 
and screen 
time 
guidance 
for schools
By Theo Peck-Suzuki

Heavy rain 
creates 
misery along 
roads
By Rob Sample

In the past few weeks, Redding 
residents and people throughout 
Connecticut have endured frequent, 
heavy downpours, swollen water-
ways, and road closures. Flooding, 
washouts, and consequent damage 
at one such location – a stretch of 
Poverty Hollow Road – has led to 
the Town issuing a request for pro-
posals (RFP) to re-engineer and 
rebuild part of the roadway.

“It has become clear that the 
damage is significant and requires 
a lot of work, a lot of investigation, 
[and] engineering, to determine 
how best to restore the road,” said 
First Selectwoman Julia Pemberton 
during the August 11 meeting of the 
Planning Commission. “There is an 
RFP out, with responses to be back 
by August 27. Once we get those, 
we’ll have a sense of the cost.”

Poverty Hollow Road crosses 
the Aspetuck River at three closely 
spaced locations, and the damage 

Summer on the Saugatuck l By Willow Bradford

Primaries show embrace of early voting 
By Jeanette Lewis

A portion of the Saugatuck Trail 
is accessible via a newly made 
bridge off Newtown Turnpike 
near the Saugatuck Reservoir. Be-
fore the bridge was completed last 
year, my friends and I would take 

off our sneakers and wade through 
the river, then climb the steep bank 
to the beginning of the trail (also 
unmarked but known by the bush-
wacked underbrush); now with the 
bridge, you can park close by on 
dirt patches on either side of New-
town Turnpike. The trail begins 
comfortably with a slight incline 
and slim trees shooting up from the 
tall green grasses. 

On a recent outing, as my friends 
and I continued along the trail and 
over a small hill, my ankles, typi-
cally damp with river water, were 
prime targets for mosquitoes, and 
we swatted around with small 
sticks to keep the pests away. As 
we reached a small valley, a creek 
cut through on its way to the much 
larger Reservoir. A wooden bridge, 
only a few years old, was built by 
an Eagle Scout to make crossing 
the creek easier, but no trailblazing 
has been done, and the tall grass 

and uneven rocks have made the 
bridge inaccessible. Instead, other 
hikers have uncovered stones in the 
creek bed that are large enough to 
step on, and we crossed the water 
without taking off our shoes. With 
the clear blue expansion so close, 
the sunlight filtered through the 
trees and off the water creating a 
fairytale-like atmosphere; with the 
crossing made, the Reservoir taunt-
ed us with its closeness as the trail 
veered away and deeper into the 
woods.

After I snapped one picture with 
my phone, I was whisked away on 
the trail to the next crossroads.

Following white hash marks 
painted on the trees, I climbed an-
other small hill and the tree cover 
became denser. A light chill de-
scended in the air as we reached a 
large rock protruding several feet 
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Democratic and Republican 
voters headed to the polls in Red-
ding for the August 11 primaries to 
select candidates for the November 
general election. 

Nearly 70 percent of local vot-
ers in the Democratic gubernato-
rial primary supported incumbent 
Governor Ned Lamont’s bid to face 
Republican challenger Ryan Fazio 
on November 3, closely align-
ing with the 68 percent of votes 
Lamont earned statewide.

In the Republican primary for 
the 4th Congressional District, Mi-
chael Ted Goldstein won decisively 
in Redding, receiving 74.6 percent 
of the vote to Daniel Miressi’s 
25.4 percent. Goldstein also won 
districtwide with 74.25 percent of 
the vote. He now faces Democrat-
ic congressional incumbent Jim 
Himes.

More than 25 percent of Red-
ding primary voters opted for 
in-person early voting. According 
to Town Clerk Michele Grande, of 
the Town’s 812 recorded primary 
votes, 225 were cast during early 
voting along with 47 absentee 
ballots. 

Democratic voter turnout in 
Redding was approximately 26 
percent, exceeding both the Fair-
field County average of 21.4 per-
cent and statewide average of 25.2 
percent. The local Republican turn-
out of 9.5 percent surpassed the 4th 
Congressional District average but 
was slightly below the statewide 
9.9 percent rate. Redding ranked 
sixth among Fairfield County’s 23 
municipalities in Democratic turn-
out. The town ranked third among 
the 17 reporting towns and cities 
included in the 4th Congressional 
District comparison for Republican 
turnout.

Redding Democrats also used 
early and absentee voting more than 
Republican primary voters. Early 
voting represented 35.3 percent 
of Redding’s Democratic prima-
ry votes, compared with 24.8 per-
cent for Republicans. Both parties 
exceeded the corresponding state-
wide in-person early-voting rates, 
while Redding’s overall absentee-
voting rate was below the statewide 
average.

Redding’s primary voter turn-
out has varied across comparable 

primary elections. In the 2018 
primary, both Democrats and Re-
publicans had higher voter turn-
out near 30 percent. Although the 
2024 Republican primary turnout 
was 11.9 percent, early in-person 
voting accounted for 16.7 percent 
of Redding’s primary votes, com-
pared with 12.9 percent statewide, 
offering an indication of how Con-
necticut voters would use in-person 
early voting in 2026.

Of Redding’s 6,606 registered 
voters, 2,459 are registered as un-
affiliated and 111 as other; neither 
group was eligible to vote in the 
primary.

Early voting for the November 
3 election begins October 19 and 
runs daily through November 1. 
Voters may cast ballots early or 
on Election Day at the Redding 
Community Center, 37 Lonetown 
Road. Information about no-excuse 
absentee ballots is available through 
myvote.ct.gov or at reddingct.
gov/how-do-i/absentee-ballot-
information. g
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Legal Notice

NOTICE OF REDDING SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

The Legal Voters in the Town of Redding, Connecticut, and those entitled 
to vote therein are hereby warned and notified to meet at the Special Town 
Meeting to be held on September 8, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the Redding 
Community Center, 37 Lonetown Road, to consider and vote upon the 
following:

1. Approval of Project to Rebuild Town Hall Front Steps and Ramp 
Funded from State of Connecticut Local Capital Improvement Program 
Entitlements.

To do any and all things legal and necessary to accomplish the above-
named purpose and to take any other action that may legally and properly 
come before the meeting. g

DATED at Redding, Connecticut this 17th day August of 2026. 
Redding Board of Selectmen: Julia Pemberton, Diana M. Carlino, 

Michael Thompson.
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Variance will be needed for new Project 
Adventure sign l By Rocco Valluzzo

Police Blotter

Activity July 27 – August 2 l By Donna Christopher

Traffic
In 26 motor vehicle stops, 

police issued one summons, 11 
infractions, two written warnings, 
10 verbal warnings, and twice took 
no action. The infraction rate was 
46 percent. Five crashes occurred, 
with no injuries reported.

On August 1, an officer stopped a 
vehicle after observing it repeatedly 
fail to maintain its lane on Route 53, 
Newtown Turnpike, and Giles Hill 
Road. Following an investigation, 
the operator, a 60-year-old Redding 
man, was arrested and charged with 
Operating Under the Influence of 
Alcohol or Drugs and eight counts of 
Failure to Drive in the Proper Lane. 

The man was released after posting 
bond and was scheduled to appear 
at Danbury Superior Court on 
August 18.

Theft
A theft of a 2017 BMW X5 on 

Main Street was investigated on 
July 31 when the vehicle’s owner 
reported that it had been taken 
without permission by a female 
he met on a dating app. Later that 
day, the vehicle was recovered 
by Norwalk Police Department, 
and a 58-year-old woman was 
taken into custody and charged 
with Possession of a Stolen Motor 
Vehicle. g

Impact of Wire Mill dam 
removal is subject of study 
By Rocco Valluzzo

A study by Trout Unlimited and 
SLR Consulting will focus on the 
feasibility of removing the dam on 
the former Gilbert & Bennett Wire 
Mill property in Georgetown to re-
store the flow of the Norwalk River.

Tying in with the Revitalize 
Georgetown plan, the one-year 
study will include sediment sam-
pling results and the potential im-
pact of dam removal on upstream 
areas and historic ruins. The project 
is currently in the information-shar-
ing and preliminary analysis phase. 
Trout Unlimited and SLR are re-
viewing the existing Georgetown 
Revitalization plan, specifically 
examining the proposed river con-
figuration and the “little island” 
feature.

“They’re going to be doing a lot 
of studying of how the removal of 
our dam will impact upriver,” said 
First Selectwoman Julia Pemberton 
at a Gilbert & Bennett Wire Mill 
Advisory Committee meeting on 
Thursday, August 13. “And that 
will influence what our project is.”

Preliminary sampling indicates 
that sediment in the factory pond 
contains contaminants exceeding 
criteria, specifically petroleum by-
products from road runoff, and not 
heavy metal from the Wire Mill. 
While the exact cubic yardage to 
be removed has not been estimated 
yet, contaminated sediment behind 
the dam will eventually need to be 
trucked out.

“These are early-on conversa-
tions,” said Pemberton. “This is very 
limited and partial information.”

Additional information also is 
required to determine how dam 
removal will affect flooding in 
Ridgefield and the integrity of the 
Metro-North railroad bridge. Dam 
removal impacts are primarily ex-
pected upstream rather than down-
river. The study will specifically 
look at the impact on the upriver 
area, including the railroad bridge 
and potential flooding issues.

The Revitalize Georgetown 
plan, which was delivered by ar-
chitecture and consulting firm Pirie 
Associates to the Board of Select-
men this summer after over a year 
of research, public feedback, and 
planning work, includes saving a 
specific historic ruin, which is a 
building at the Wire Mill site with a 
remaining wall and dam infrastruc-
ture. There was some concern that 
preserving this structure may not be 
feasible if the dam is removed.

Pemberton said she plans to 
meet monthly with Trout Unlimit-
ed and SLR Consulting for project 
updates. She inquired about them 
developing a dedicated webpage 
for public communication, using 
the Naugatuck Valley Council of 
Government’s (NVCOG) Kinney-
town Dam storyboard as a model. 
Built in the 1840s, the Kinneytown 
Dam is an inactive hydroelectric 
dam spanning over 400 feet wide 
and standing roughly 30 feet tall on 
the Naugatuck River between Sey-
mour and Ansonia. It now serves 
no useful purpose and blocks fish 
migration. g

Acting on a referral from the 
Board of Selectmen, the Planning 
Commission reached a consensus 
that a permanent sign for John Read 
Middle School’s Project Adventure 
course honoring a student that died 
earlier this year must go to the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals for a hardship 
variance.

Measuring 5 feet x 13 feet x 6 
inches, the proposed sign is ap-
proximately 10 times the normal 
size for signage allowed by the 
Town’s Zoning Regulations and is 
to be placed between two 20-foot-
high steel poles approximately 15 
feet off the ground. It is made of 
pre-fabricated aluminum designed 
to look like wood and engineered to 
withstand 120 mile-per-hour winds.

The sign is intended to honor 
Luke Sorce, a seventh grader who 
tragically died in January 2026. The 
design incorporates his original art-
work depicting trees and contains a 
quote he frequently used.

Mike D’Agostino, Director 
of Facilities and Operations for 
Easton-Redding-Region 9, pre-
sented renderings for the project at 
the Commission’s Tuesday, August 
11 meeting. He cited Joel Barlow 

High School signage as a precedent 
for larger municipal signs, though 
Commission members noted those 
are building-mounted rather than 
freestanding.

“The size and the height were 
discussed within our team and the 
school community,” D’Agostino 
said. “We feel like the height and 
the size of the sign is proportional 
to the venue.”

D’Agostino added that the sign 
was placed at a 20-foot height (with 
15 feet of clearance underneath) 
to prevent middle school students 
from hitting or “dunking” on the 
sign, and to match the visual scale 
of the challenge course’s 45-foot 
poles behind it.

The Commission noted that 
Zoning Regulations generally limit 
freestanding signs to 18 square feet 
and typically only for locations with 
multiple business establishments. 
There are currently no freestanding 
signs of this nature in Redding.

While the Commission ac-
knowledged the aesthetic value of 
the tribute, significant concerns 
were raised regarding its scale 
and lack of precedent in the town. 
Members expressed that a sign of 

the proposed size mounted high 
on poles lacks “human scale” and 
functions more like a billboard than 
a tribute. It was noted that the text 
at the bottom of the sign might be 
illegible to viewers due to its height 
and placement.

“I think we all agree that it’s a 
very handsome graphic,” said Com-
mission member Regina O’Brien. 
“The rendering and the quote are 
lovely, but to me, the scale at which 
it’s being proposed diminishes ev-
erything that’s attractive and mean-
ingful about it. I think you can have 
an absolutely beautiful remem-
brance and a beautiful sign that just 
isn’t 20 feet tall by 13 feet wide.”

The Planning Commission will 
issue a formal referral letter (opin-
ion of consistency) to the Board of 
Selectmen regarding the sign as a 
municipal improvement. Because 
the Board of Selectmen does not 
have the authority to bypass Zoning 
Regulations without Zoning Com-
mission approval, an application 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals is 
required regardless of the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation. g
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Heavy rain creates misery along roads / continued from page 1

Zoners consider separate 
driveway restrictions, size 
caps for ADUs l By Rocco Valluzzo

took place at the southernmost of 
the three. The flooding situation 
has caused dirt, rocks, and road-
way material to flow off the nor-
mal roadside and into the gorge 
area south of the road’s intersection 
with Goodridge Road and Meeker 
Hill Road. 

“Where the flooding occurs is in 
a low spot, and on the riverside any 
water will flow over the bank and 
down a steep slope,” noted Jamie 
Gracy, Director of Public Works. 
“It’s quite a distance to the bot-
tom.” Gracy added that the other 
side of the roadway consists mainly 
of rock ledges, which will compli-
cate any road widening that might 
prove necessary.

“Our Town’s consulting en-
gineers, Tighe and Bond, did an 
assessment of what’s needed to 
properly correct the flooding and 
erosion,” continued Gracy. “And 
the expected cost reached the point 
where we had to put the work out 
for a bid. This is legally mandated 
by the State, above a certain cost 
level.”

In the meantime, the Highway 
Department reduced traffic to an 
alternating one-way pattern. It also 
installed a “Jersey barrier” – one 
of those familiar movable con-
crete barricades used in road work. 
This will temporarily block the 
compromised section of roadway 
and prevent vehicles from further 
damaging it with their weight.

“In addition, we added perma-
nent curbing to the edge to keep 
any additional water from flowing 
down the steep slope and adding to 
the washout and erosion,” Gracy 
said. “The curbed area is roughly 
150 to 200 feet long and so far, it’s 
doing the job of preventing water 
flow.”

Through the work package cov-
ered by the RFP, the Town aims 
to stabilize and reconstruct the 
roadway. Because Poverty Hollow 
Road is a Town-designated Sce-
nic Road, all repair work must be 
performed in keeping with that sta-
tus and receive approval from the 
Planning Commission.

The Town also aims to restore 
two-lane traffic in the affected sec-
tion. “This is not going to be a quick 
or easy fix,” said Gracy. “There’s 
a lot of traffic that uses Poverty 
Hollow Road as a cut-through to 
Easton and Monroe, particularly 
a high volume of Amazon trucks. 
Just during our assessment [with 
Tighe and Bond], we witnessed 

about 30 Amazon trucks traveling 
the road.”

During their August 11 meeting, 
Planning Commission members 
discussed their own site walk of the 
affected area the day before. 

“There’s obviously no way to 
reopen it,” said Pemberton. “The 
Highway Department checks it af-
ter rain to be sure that the remaining 
lane is stable – and the good news 
is that the curb is working to keep 
more water from flowing over.”

Pemberton pointed out that she 
had checked on another part of 
Poverty Hollow Road that same 
morning, and that a cone had been 
placed in this second location. “It 
has been undermined by the riv-
er, further down,” she noted. “It’s 
since been shored up with rock. 
The river and heavy rains over the 
last several years have been eating 
away at the riverbank.”

If there is a silver lining to this 
event, it is that there has been no 
bridge damage as in previous heavy 
rainstorms. “The bridge itself is 
okay,” Gracy added. “It’s a bit nar-
row of a bridge, but normally two 
lanes.”

At the same time, the Highway 
Department has been dealing with 
flooding on the opposite side of 
town along a section of Simpaug 
Turnpike that parallels the Met-
ro-North railway tracks. While 
heavy rain has exacerbated the 
flooding, it is not the only cause: 
the culprits, in this case, are bea-
vers that build dams in the adja-
cent pond as well as in the streams 
that flow into it. These block the 
flow of water, causing it to pool on 
Simpaug Turnpike.

When rains are heavy, that 
blockage results in a significant 
flood, Gracy said. “And it’s not our 
property … it’s Metro-North,” Gra-
cy said. “Metro-North has to take 
the beaver dams down. The beavers 
then rebuild their dams overnight.”

Earlier last week, Metro-North 
undertook a stronger measure, vis-
iting the site after the last train had 
passed through in the wee hours of 
the morning. Railroad personnel 
used a Gradall excavator to remove 
the beaver dams. At the same time, 
heavy-duty pumps were used to re-
move volumes of standing water. 

Gracy noted that the Highway 
Department is still fielding many 
phone calls about Simpaug Turn-
pike. Nonetheless, the flooding has 
receded somewhat for now because 
of the mitigation measures. g

Expanding and strengthening 
after-school programming through 
community collaboration was a 
central focus of the Park and Recre-
ation Commission’s special meet-
ing on Wednesday, August 12.

Meredith Schuchard, Executive 
Director of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Redding-Easton, joined Board 
members Chrissy Franklin and Co-
lette Faulknor to present the orga-
nization’s mission and programs 
to the Commission. The Town 
had just completed interviews of 
Director candidates for its own Ex-
tended Day after-school program, 
a role which has experienced high 
turnover in the last two years. 

“We’ve had three main directors 
in a relatively short period of time 
for the program, come and go, and I 
thought it made sense to look at all 
of our options,” said First Select-
woman Julia Pemberton, who said 
she had invited Schuchard to make 
the presentation to the Commis-
sion. “Including hiring a wonderful 
full-time Extended Day Director… 
but I thought we should look at all 
of our options.”

The Boys & Girls Club provides 
after-school programs, sports, arts 
and leadership opportunities for 
young people in Easton and Red-
ding. The Club has greatly ex-
panded its programs for children 
at Redding Elementary School and 
John Read Middle School in recent 
years in response to demand from 
families. Most notably, the middle 
school program, which is offered 
from 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 
was made free to students, resulting 
in a 158% increase in participation.

The elementary school program has 
also expanded to three days a week 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days from 3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

The Park and Recreation Ex-
tended Day program is available for 
children in grades K-4 from the end 
of the school day until 6:00 p.m. 
at the Redding Elementary School 
and Community Center facilities. 

Collaboration with other com-
munity organizations and other 
Boys & Girls Clubs throughout 
Connecticut is an important part of 
the Club’s approach. Local partner-
ships include Mark Twain Library, 
Redding Garden Club, Redding 
Neighbors & Newcomers, and The 
Granite. The Club also draws on 
the national Boys & Girls Club net-
work for training, leadership devel-
opment, and ideas for responding 
to changing youth needs.

That collaborative approach 
was echoed by Park and Recre-
ation Commission members, who 
said they see after-school program-
ming as a community-wide effort 
rather than the responsibility of a 
single organization. Working with 
schools, families, non-profit orga-
nizations, and other youth-serving 
groups can help identify gaps, share 
resources, and create more oppor-
tunities for children.

Presenters said the Boys & 
Girls Club after-school programs 
are designed to be inclusive, with 
students with special needs partic-
ipating alongside their peers and 
receiving additional one-on-one 
support when needed. The Club 
also maintains a safety committee 
that meets quarterly.

The after-school squeeze 
Boys & Girls Club looks for collaborative solutions with 
Park and Rec for after-school programs l By Donna Christopher

A major challenge, however, is 
space. For the elementary school 
after-school program, limited in-
door space and staffing constraints 
currently restrict programming to 
just three days a week. The school 
district provides bus transportation 
to the Boys & Girls Club, while the 
Boys & Girls Club manages the 
programs.

The Boys & Girls Club is look-
ing at ways to make better use of 
existing facilities as demand grows. 
The organization has the capacity 
to serve more students but needs 
appropriate space and staffing to 
expand. Funding comes from pro-
gram revenue, grants, fundraising, 
and special events, with efforts 
focused on maintaining access to 
the free John Read Middle School 
program.

The Park and Recreation Com-
mission also emphasized the im-
portance of finding consistent space 
for its Extended Day programming, 
which often competes for space 
with school- or PTA-sponsored 
after-school activities and other 
Park and Recreation programs, 
while keeping after-school care 
affordable. 

Schuchard asked the Commis-
sion to discuss potential partnership 
opportunities between the Club and 
the Town of Redding for youth pro-
grams, specifically the Extended 
Day program. 

“We were thrilled that the Park 
and Rec Commission invited us to 
share more about the programs we 
offer for children in Redding and 

Acting on a request from the 
Planning Commission, the Zoning 
Commission began discussions 
on the possibility of amending the 
Town’s Zoning Regulations regard-
ing detached accessory dwelling 
units (ADUs) at its Wednesday, 
August 12 meeting. 

The primary goal of the request 
is to align Zoning Regulations with 
the Town’s Plan of Conservation 
and Development (POCD), which 
aims to preserve Redding’s rural 
character. Key discussion points 
included restricting separate drive-
ways for ADUs to prevent “pseu-
do-subdivisions” and establishing 
a clear definition for “subordinate” 
massing to ensure ADUs do not 
overpower primary residences.

Planning Commission Chair 
Laurie Heiss emphasized that the 
POCD repeatedly stresses main-
taining low density and a one-
dwelling-per-two-acres aesthetic. 
She said members of the Planning 
Commission are concerned that 
allowing detached ADUs with 
separate driveways and mailboxes 
creates the appearance of a subdivi-
sion, which contradicts the Town’s 
long-term planning goals.

“Once you make another curb 
cut and another driveway and a 
different mailbox and whatever, 
it changes the look and feel,” she 
said. “If you did that up and down

Cross Highway, it would look like a 
very different place.”

The proposal suggests that de-
tached ADUs should utilize the 
existing driveway of the primary 
residence rather than creating a 
new curb cut. Zoning Commission 
members raised concerns about 
properties with difficult topogra-
phy. It was agreed that in cases 
where a single driveway is physi-
cally impossible, applicants would 
need to seek a hardship variance.

Heiss noted that the chang-
es would apply only to detached 
ADUs. She added there also is cur-
rently a lack of clarity in the Zon-
ing Regulations glossary regarding 
the term “subordinate.” The Com-
mission discussed emulating State 
guidelines or existing attached 
ADU rules by setting a specific size 
ratio between detached ADUs and 
the primary residence.

Zoning Commission member 
Amy Atamian suggested limiting 
detached ADUs to 50 percent of 
the primary house’s square footage, 
while maintaining the absolute cap 
of 1,000 square feet. Clearer defi-
nitions are intended to make the 
application process more predict-
able for residents and easier to 
administer for the Commission.

The Zoning Commission will 
confer with Zoning Enforcement 
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Opinion

A student sits down to write a 
history essay. Instead of opening 
a textbook or brainstorming ideas, 
she opens her computer and types 
a prompt into an AI chatbot to re-
ceive a complete essay in less than 
10 seconds. 

Using AI for your schoolwork is 
a bit like a laundry basket – if you 
rely on it too heavily without proper 
sorting or a critical eye, it becomes 
a pile of mixed-up information. 
Just like laundry, if you don’t take 
the time to separate, evaluate, and 
handle things on your own, you can 
lose track of what is important, or 
even let the mess grow to the point 
where you can’t figure out what is 
your original work and what is a 
robot’s.

With that being said, the use of 
artificial intelligence has certain-
ly increased in the past couple of 
years. As more students begin to 
rely on AI for help with homework, 
studying for tests, and –  worse-
case scenario – writing papers for 
them, a question that needs answer-
ing rises to the surface: How is AI 
really being used in schools? 

For many students, AI has be-
come a regular part of their aca-
demic routine, assisting them with 
studying new material or preparing 
for exams. However, AI also is be-
ing used unethically. Many students 
are beginning to use the “helper” 
for writing assistance, generating 
full papers that would take hours to 
write in just 15 seconds. Teachers 
are concerned about this. 

“Kids no longer see the dif-
ference between their own work 
and AI’s,” said Tim Huminski, an 

English teacher at Joel Barlow High 
School and Director of the Writ-
ing Center. Students are running 
the risk of losing skills that make 
us innately human. Using AI can 
weaken critical thinking skills by 
encouraging reliance on automated 
responses and answers, reducing 
problem-solving skills, and limit-
ing opportunities for individuals to 
engage in independent thinking. 

Despite the concerns AI brings, 
many teachers recognize that AI 
can be a valuable educational tool 
when used responsibly. Rather than 
having AI do the work for students, 
AI can help students better under-
stand difficult concepts outside the 
classroom, organize ideas, and pre-
pare for assessments. 

Christopher Angell runs the AI 
Squad at Joel Barlow High School, 
which is a teacher-formed group 
that discusses how to reduce the 
use of AI within the classroom. He 
considers the challenge of stopping 
AI “like trying to stop the internet.” 
Teachers get to know their students 
through their work, but AI can get 
in the way of that. As a result, the 
AI Squad discusses ways to help 
both teachers and students use the 
platform properly. Instead of at-
tempting to eliminate AI altogether, 
teachers at Barlow are using an ap-
proach that tries to focus on teach-
ing students how to use it ethically 
and effectively without resorting 
to cheating. This can help encour-
age students to use AI as a learning 
resource and wean off depending 
on it for every school assignment, 
fostering the growth of their own 
creative thinking. 

Navigating the age of AI in education 
AI should be used as an assistant, not a source l By Victoria Flishenbaum

Back to school 
What’s new this year? l By Anne Young Albanese

As students begin to turn to AI 
for fast answers and convenience, 
educators are also working to es-
tablish clear guidelines for its use. 
Although Joel Barlow High School 
does not have a formal “AI policy” 
at this time, it does have an Aca-
demic Honesty policy discussing 
the rules of AI, stating that, “Pla-
giarism is taking the work done by 
someone else, including AI-gen-
erated content, and claiming it as 
yours.” The policy also empha-
sizes the importance of using AI 
to “brainstorm and refine ideas, 
fine-tune research questions, find 
information on a topic, and create 
an outline” only with teacher’s per-
mission. Rather than completely 
banning AI, the school’s guidelines 
acknowledge that the technology 
can serve as a useful tool when used 
appropriately. At the same time, the 
policy makes it ultimately clear that 
students are responsible for produc-
ing their own work and maintaining 
academic integrity. 

It is essential for students to stop 
using AI for generating content and 
take control of their own learning. 
As Joel Barlow High School Prin-
cipal Dr. Mario Almeida told me, 
“I don’t want to hear what a robot 
thinks, I want to hear a student.” 
Instead of turning to automated 
answers, students should challenge 
themselves to think critically and 
analyze information independently, 
so that AI remains a tool and does 
not become the source of truth. g

Victoria Flishenbaum 
is a rising junior at 

Joel Barlow High School

While students have been en-
joying camp, traveling, swim-
ming, working, and sleeping in, 
the administrations at Redding 
Elementary School, John Read 
Middle School, and Joel Barlow 
High School have spent the sum-
mer preparing for the 2026-27 
school year. 

Redding Elementary School 
(RES)

Principal Melissa Labrosciano 
and Assistant Principal Kim Roy 
are working on a variety of chang-
es to improve the school day for 
Redding’s youngest students. There 
are 470 students this year, with 11 
new families entering first through 
fourth grades. 

The preschool classes of four-
year-olds will begin studying Span-
ish for the first time this year. There 
are two classes, and each class will 
take Spanish for half of the year. 
RES preschool students also par-
ticipate in the same “special class-
es” as the older kids, with the same 
certified teachers. They will have a 
music period, a library period, and 
an art period.

Before the first day of school 
on August 26, there will be orien-
tations for kindergarteners and for 
first and second graders, allowing 
students to meet teachers and staff 
and acclimate before the start of the 
school year.

The Redding Board of Educa-
tion focused on building renova-
tions last year, so students will be 
returning to familiar facilities, with 
no major changes over the summer. 

John Read Middle School (JRMS)
The biggest change at John Read 

Middle School this year is Christo-
pher Geissler beginning his role as 
Principal. Geissler began his posi-
tion on July 1, after serving as Prin-
cipal of Middle Gate Elementary 
School in Newtown for 15 years. 

“As I begin my first year as 
JRMS Principal, I want to express 
how honored I am to join the John 
Read Middle School community. 
One thing has become abundantly 
clear – JRMS is a special place. It 
is a school built on strong relation-
ships, dedicated educators, support-
ive families, and a community that 
cares deeply about its children. I 
am grateful for the warm welcome 
I have received and excited to begin 
this journey together,” he said.

Geissler plans to look, listen, 
and learn before making any major 
changes. He has met with staff, stu-
dents, and families to learn about 
their priorities. He has already re-
vised the weekly school newsletter, 
based on their feedback. Addition-
al changes are anticipated once 
Geissler has had a chance to ob-
serve the school in action after the 
students return.

JRMS has hired new teachers for 
Grade 8 Math/Algebra and Special 
Education. The school is still seek-
ing a certified Structured Literacy 
Reading Specialist. 

This summer, the Redding 
Board of Education focused on ren-
ovations at JRMS. The fifth-grade 
wing has new furniture, the sixth-
grade classrooms were painted, 
and the lockers were replaced. Sev-
enth- and eighth-grade hallways 
also were painted. The school has 
replaced much of the outdoor Proj-
ect Adventure equipment. In addi-
tion, there are new tables for the 
courtyard and blacktop by the side 
dining area.

JRMS recently hosted an orien-
tation event for fifth graders and 
new students, providing an infor-
mative and friendly introduction to 
the school ahead of the first day of 
school on August 26.

RES and JRMS both are looking 
to hire non-certified staff. Paraed-
ucators and cafeteria/recess super-
visors are needed at both schools. 
This is a great opportunity for 
parents who are looking to work 
during school hours.

Joel Barlow High School (JBHS)
Head of School Dr. Mario J. 

Almeida has overseen a variety of 
changes at the high school this sum-
mer. The most significant change is 
the new cell phone policy, which 
will allow students to use their cell 
phones only in the cafeteria during 
lunch. Cell phones are banned in 
any other part of the building during 
the school day, even if students are 
in the auditorium or in a classroom 
during their lunch period.

There will be a few new faces 
among the teachers and staff at 
JBHS, including a new speech 
pathologist, behavior technician, 
Spanish teacher, and Wellness PE 
teacher. The school is still looking 
for a certified special education 
supervisor, behavior technicians, 
special education paraprofessionals, 
and security staff.

Four bathrooms were renovated 
over the summer, and the class-
rooms in hallways A and B are get-
ting new furniture. There will also 
be new furniture in common spaces 
where students can sit and study 
together.

The Counseling Department has 
developed a counseling curricu-
lum, which will help the students, 
families, teachers, and Counsel-
ing Department work together to 
focus on students’ well-being and 
social-emotional learning. In ad-
dition, the Department has created 
an early college experience in 
partnership with the University 
of Connecticut; there will be five 
classes that students will be able to 
take to earn high school and college 
credit. g

State adopts new cellphone and screen time guidance for schools / continued from page 1

phone notifications and social 
media platforms for damaging 
students’ ability to focus and ref-
erences a 2025 warning from the 
U.S. Surgeon General linking early 
screen exposure with poor social, 
emotional, and health outcomes. It 
also cites a 2025 survey from the 
State Department of Education in 
which 57% of educators identified 
cellphone use as a major classroom 
disruption.

Shepard Fisher, a new stu-
dent member of the State Board 
of Education from Maloney High 
School in Meriden, said students 
have come around to the idea of a 
bell-to-bell ban and recognize how 
disruptive cellphones are in school. 
He said his concern now is how this 
all will be implemented.

“Whether that policy is actually 
followed is a question that remains 
unanswered,” Fisher said. “I know 
from my experience as a student, 
the transparent … answer is no.”

Meriden has an “off-and-away” 
policy, meaning students can use 
their devices in the hallways and 

at lunch but should have them off 
and away during class, unless the 
teacher says otherwise. During this 
year’s debate over the bell-to-bell 
ban, the district’s Superintendent, 
Mark Benigni, said the policy pro-
vided a mix of accountability and 
flexibility that would be lost if the 
ban passed. The head of Meriden’s 
teachers union supported a ban, 
saying the existing rules created too 
many opportunities for conflict be-
tween students and teachers at the 
start of each class.

In a statement earlier this month, 
Benigni said his district appreciated 
that the Board left the ultimate de-
cision on cellphone restrictions to 
local districts.

“Meriden Public Schools will 
continue to support our ‘off and 
away’ procedures, and the district 
does not intend to make any chang-
es at this time,” Benigni said.

Fisher, who helped lead a 
student walkout at Maloney this 
spring in support of increased 
State funding for public schools, 
said he hopes the State matches 

the new recommendations with 
material support.

“It really comes down to a mat-
ter of resources, and how much are 
we willing to commit financially 
to developing a curriculum in … 
classrooms about how to deal with 
technology,” Fisher said.

Moving beyond personal tech-
nology, the new guidance also 
urges districts to audit their educa-
tional technology in order to figure 
out the impact it has on schools 
and, if appropriate, shift away from 
“screen-based learning.”

It includes an overview of the 
role educational technology should 
play for elementary, middle and 
high school students, adapted from 
guidance from the North Carolina 
Department of Public Instruction. 
And it offers extensive guidance 
to districts on how to develop and 
implement policies with support 
from stakeholders throughout the 
community. g

This article originally 
appeared in CT Mirror
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Photo by Lisa Goldstein

Celebrating its 65th year, Mark 
Twain Library’s Annual Book Fair 
runs like a well-oiled machine. 
Each Labor Day Weekend, the 
event transforms the entire Redding 
Community Center into a veritable 
bookstore – a giant one – spreading 
out across all the rooms and spill-
ing over to an outdoor tent. Even 
in today’s technology-driven world, 
people’s appetite for print books 
remains strong, with crowds 
returning each year.

“We get regulars who we rec-
ognize who come back year after 
year, and we also sell to first-tim-
ers fairly often,” explained Book 
Fair Co-Chair Catherine Riordan, 
“and pretty much everyone makes 
a comment about what great condi-
tion the books are in and for such 
low prices.” 

Serious book lovers can find 
some of the biggest bargains for 
rare finds housed in the special 
section typically reserved for high-
end buyers called the “Collector’s 
Corner.”

“People who are there for ev-
erything else in the Book Fair wan-
der in sometimes with a little kid 
in tow because they were there to 
get books for their kids or a cook-
book for their mother-in-law, and 
say, ‘Now I’m going to spend $25 
on me,’” said Eric Rubury, who 
manages the Collector’s Corner. 
“They walk in that room thinking 
that most of the inventory is beyond 
their reach, they discover it is not, 
and they walk out with multiple 
purchases.”

Most books in the Fair sell for 
single digits. The Collector’s Cor-
ner, however, often sells books 
worth hundreds of dollars, such as 
a black leather gold-stamped copy 
of Winston Churchill’s The Second 
World War published on archival 
paper by Easton Press or a rare first 
edition, first printing of F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s This Side of Paradise. 

Rubury, who calls himself the 
“Crazy Eddie” of the Book Fair, 
realized last year that there is a 
market for special edition books in 
good condition that are under $40, 
and he’s willing to bargain to help 
book lovers find their hidden gems. 
“Sometimes we get such classics 
that we think, ‘Is this a mistake?!’ 
And yet, we can sell them at such a 
reasonable price!” he marveled.

Some of the vintage books that 
will be available for purchase in the 
Collector’s Corner this year include 
a first edition, leather-bound per-
sonal memoir of Ulysses S. Grant 
as well as a first edition Virgina 
Woolf. Rubury said the real “bread 
and butter” of the Book Fair’s rare 
book section comes from Heritage 
Press. “They had people like Picas-
so doing illustrations for them, and 
the books would have been priced 
at around $40, which you would 
still pay at an antique bookstore 
today, but at our Book Fair you 
are paying market value, which is 
$12.” 

But the Collector’s Corner is 
just one small section in this mas-
sive event. One of the oldest and 
largest book fairs in New England, 
the Mark Twain Library Book Fair 
offers more than 60,000 selections 
separated into 75 easy-to-find cat-
egories, including books, CDs, 
DVDs, games, and puzzles, which 
are geared toward all ages. This 
year will feature a large collection 
of fiction and non-fiction audio 
books, a variety of fiber art and 
sculpture books, numerous foreign 
language books for children, plenty 
of young adult non-fiction, a wealth 
of graphic novels for young adults 
and school-age children, bird and 
plant identification books from all 
over the world, an array of Emily 
Dickinson’s work, many of the 
Great Courses series, an impressive 
collection of Wizard of Oz early 
editions, and much more.

All proceeds directly support 
the operating costs of Mark Twain 
Library, which relies on fundrais-
ing to support 40 percent of its 
operating budget. Entrance to the 
event is free, except for the initial 
hour on the first day saved for those 
wanting an early start. The event 
runs Friday, September 4 through 
Monday, September 7; hours are 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. on Friday 
and Monday and 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. All 
items are half price on Sunday, and 
visitors may fill a box for $10 on 
Monday. 

Food trucks will be on site 
most of the weekend. Parking is 
free, and the facility is wheel-
chair-accessible. g

For more information, visit 
marktwainlibrary.org/book-fair

A treasure hunt for titles 
Mark Twain Library’s Labor Day 
Weekend Book Fair returns l By Lisa Goldstein

When Director Rob Blick joined 
the Park and Recreation Depart-
ment nearly three decades ago, there 
was no permanent office space. The 
office was in the basement of Red-
ding Elementary School, affection-
ately called “the dungeon” when it 
rained. Team members had to lift 
their computers up onto milk crates 
or a desk because water would seep 
in four to five times a year, and 
they programmed activities with no 
dedicated recreation fields or bas-
ketball courts, relying on the often 
in-demand school facilities. 

Much has changed in the more 
than 29 years since Blick has head-
ed up the Department, including 
the building of a Community Cen-
ter; the addition of three playing 
fields, replacement of the tennis 
courts, addition of the pickleball 
courts and pavilion, and program-
ming covering everything from af-
ter-school care to acoustic musical 
performances at Topstone Park. 
Now, Blick is winding down his 
30th summer in Redding, officially 
retiring from his post on August 19.

Even as he has overseen much 
growth, Blick has been an “on-
the-ground” fixture at Park and 
Recreation programming, hosting 
Sunday evening Concert on the 
Green performances and making 
frequent rounds to Topstone Park, 
after-school programming, and be-
loved seasonal traditions like the 
Holiday Tree Lighting.

Earlier this month, as he was 
busy preparing for his transition to 
retirement, Blick went roller skating 
with campers on a field trip to 
Roller Magic in Waterbury. He made 
it 12 times around the rink success-
fully. One child eagerly ran over to 
report their counselor had fallen, 
and Blick joked, “Imagine how 
excited they would be if I fell!”

His approach comes from a life-
time of appreciation for recreation 
and youth activities. As a Stamford 

native, he recalls happily his time at 
camp growing up.

“Camp is a different experience 
than school,” he noted. “You learn 
how to get along, create friend-
ships, make memories, and it is a 
unique environment that lets kids 
try things in a non-threatening man-
ner and mix with peers they might 
already know or are just meeting 
for the first time.”

Blick began his career in youth 
recreation and administration at the 
Wilton Y as a Neighborhood Club 
and Camp Director, instrumental 
in growing the program from 80 to 
350 kids before arriving at Redding 
Park and Recreation in 1997.

“In an administrative role, I get 
less time interacting with children, 
but I enjoy when I need to cover a 
class occasionally,” Blick said. “I 
used to run classes and coached for 
many years.” 

It wasn’t always fun and games, 
though. During his first week on 
the job, a headline in the Redding 
Pilot announced that Jesse Sanford, 
founder of the Boys & Girls Club, 
had died, and the Boys & Girls 
Club building burned down that 
week. Through the years, Blick has 
had to navigate the challenges of 
competition for limited recreation 
space, coordinating multiple sports 
teams and leagues, and reining in 
sometimes unruly participants.

But he also has appreciated the 
chance to meet many young people 
early in their careers and follow 
them as they developed profession-
ally. Many Park and Recreation 
campers eventually became coun-
selors, and many of the counselors 
have gone on to have a good time 
in teaching, even if they are not 
formal teachers, he said.

“I’ve interviewed people who 
said, ‘I am just a camp counselor,’” 
Blick recalled. “Just a camp coun-
selor? You have to get along with 
campers, co-counselors, supervi-
sors, and parents! Thinking on your 
feet, keeping everyone happy and 
engaged while being a great com-
municator – don’t ever say I am 
‘just’ a camp counselor. It’s a chal-
lenging job to have to do well.”

Blick recalled re-connecting 
with a former counselor whom he 
had fired years ago, who went on 
to become a camp director. The 
former youth told Blick that get-
ting fired was the best thing that 
happened for him.

Stories like that were among 
many that Blick harkened back to as 
he reflected on his time in Redding. 
He described it as a wonderful, 
though sometimes “all-consuming” 
journey both on and off the clock, 
as Blick’s own family grew along 
with his career. He has been mar-
ried for 35 years and raised two 
children –  Rosie, 31, who joined 

in on summer camp, trips, concerts, 
and Topstone from the time she was 
two, and Kenny, 26, who was born 
during Blick’s third year on the job.

His gratitude for his colleagues 
and the teamwork that it takes 
to pull off Park and Recreation 
programming was also evident. 

“Thanks to all staff on every 
level, from supervisors to camp 
counselors to lifeguards, that made 
everybody look good by running 
good programs, from Mary Jo Dix, 
who ran Extended Day for 39 years, 
to Laura Anderson, who was my 
assistant for 22 years,” he said. He 
also expressed gratitude to the cur-
rent Park and Recreation staff, the 
Highway Department, Town main-
tenance workers, facilities staff, 
and lifeguards at Topstone Park.

“My guys put the docks out, and 
at the end of the year the lifeguards 
on the last day pull them in, and the 
Highway guys come in with their 
machines in a timely way to make 
it all happen,” he explained.

Blick now is stepping into re-
tirement with a vibrant lineup of 
hobbies and cherished memories. 
Looking ahead, his short-term 
plans are all about embracing the 
outdoors and his passions, noting, 
“My number one thing that I do on 
vacation is I love to read. I hope to 
read daily, hike, and play golf at 
least weekly.”

Alongside attending sporting 
events, hiking, camping, and diving 
into good books, he looks forward 
to attending music festivals and 
intimate live performances, includ-
ing his annual tradition of heading 
to South Carolina for the Albino 
Skunk Music Festival with friends. 
His love for music was reflected 
in Town programming for many 
years, with his booking of bands for 
Concerts on the Green, Lyrics Cof-
feehouse, and the Acoustic Series at 
Topstone a point of pride.

“I’m going to miss people com-
ing up to me, complimenting the 
bands, telling me their son had a 
great time at camp, or that their 
son wanted to be an Extended Day 
counselor,” he said.

Park and Recreation Commis-
sion Chair Angela Caes sent Blick 
off this week with warm wishes. 
“With heartfelt gratitude, the Park 
and Recreation Commission ac-
knowledges Rob’s 29-plus years 
of dedicated service to the Town of 
Redding. From building our robust 
Concert on the Green program and 
musical events to growing Town 
camps and racquet sports, Rob’s 
impact has been immense. We are 
deeply grateful for his passion, en-
ergy, and unwavering commitment 
to our community over nearly three 
decades. We wish him a happy, 
restful retirement and the absolute 
best in all his future adventures!” g

After decades of camp, concerts, and 
community, Rob Blick retires l By Donna Christopher 

Photo by Debora DeCarlo Rosa
Rob Blick teaching a young resident 
how to play cornhole at one of his 
last Concerts on the Green.



6   l   Redding Sentinel   l  August 20, 2026

Book Review

Since then, science has revealed 
a tree’s mystery in a subtraction 
of mystery, and limited paths to 
expression for the embedded reli-
gious sentiment. But Mithim is a 
facile player. She knows that life is 
precious and not to be squandered 
from fear. As a noble woman and 
recent commoner, Mithim commu-
nicates within a normalcy of both 
classes. She is tacitly accepted by 
both, as a healer, and as a woman 
in a special relationship with na-
ture and bounty. Mithim, in fact, is 
a well-conceived character for her 
time, and perhaps ours.

The military action as written 
did not take place, and the author is 
clear about that from the beginning. 
Fiction entertains and enlightens. 
What does the author of Mithim
seem to intend for a reader to ex-
perience? As a novel that leans on 
history, the author intends fiction 
to be instructive. It is. The author 
intends that the reader reflect on 
the imbalance of societal power 
which excluded women, including 
religion. Her examples are copious. 
As a character, Mithim remains el-
evated in the reader’s imagination 
during the story – she is her own 
woman. She is telling her own sto-
ry, which exists, as folk stories of-
ten do, between the allegorical and 
the mythopoeic. Especially Irish 
folk stories. g

Review by Tom Casey, 
author of Human Error, 

Strangers’ Gate, and 
Unsettled States

Mithim is a story from the Irish 
writing mind of Carina McNally. It 
is told in the first-person. The story 
functions as an Irish folk tale, told 
against the occupation of Ireland by 
Oliver Cromwell’s forces when the 
English invaded and occupied Ire-
land in 1649. Mithim is a displaced 
noble daughter, a survivor of the 
occupation and a practitioner of 
healing. “Healing Women” were a 
priesthood of sorts, and Mithim is 
secretly one of them, hiding from 
English soldiers deep in the Wex-
ford forest. Mithim is from a noble 
family, the McMurroughs. 

Their domicile, Killenea Castle, 
was burned to the ground in 1649. 
Since then, Mithim has lived sim-
ply in the Wexford forest. She is 
thoughtful and intentional, while 
those around her have fallen prey 
to betrayal or are in fact victims of 
the hated British soldiers. Women 
of that time were socially and re-
ligiously constrained. Add an oc-
cupying army, and an author has 
all elements of metaphor to make 
an historical point about injustice 
derived from fear. McNally subtly 
points to change by underscoring 
that “Sugar, pepper and paprika are 
norms in the kitchen. The flavors 
of faraway lands, once exotic, are 
now commonplace…”

Yet there are deep vestiges of 
religious background in the irre-
ligious mind of Mithim. She my-
thologizes trees in the same way 
others pray to the Virgin Mary. “...
it’s a tree that brings good luck and 
prosperity to land where it grows.” 

Mithim l By Carina McNally 

Mercier Press / 384 pages

Library Corner 

Second lives of literature l By Erin Shea Dummeyer 

A friend recently texted to tell 
me there’s a copy of the first vol-
ume of the Mark Twain Library 
Cookbook in Bonnie Slotnick’s 
Antiquarian Cookbook Shop in the 
East Village of New York City. This 
cookbook, originally published in 
1971, features contributed recipes 
from Redding residents of the time. 
I am familiar with the book because 
our Cookbook Club, motivated by 
curiosity and nostalgia, recently 
decided to cook from it. We chuck-
led about how many of the recipes 
called for only four ingredients, 
with a can of Cream of Onion Soup 
often one of them.

Although I do not know the route 

this 1971 cookbook took to find its 
way into this antiquarian cookbook 
shop in New York City, I can guess 
it changed hands a few times be-
fore it ended up there. This got me 
thinking about our upcoming 65th 
Annual Mark Twain Library Book 
Fair and all of the books contained 
therein. Many of them are being 
sold with the purpose of enjoying 
a second life, but I am sure if the 
books could talk, then shoppers 
would find that some of them are 
enjoying their third, fourth, or even 
seventh life. 

What a treasure it is to shop at 
the Fair and think about the shelves 
these books once inhabited. The 

laps they spread their spines on. 
The bags they got toted around in. 
And now they are serving another 
purpose: to be sold again to raise 
funds for our town library. It’s tru-
ly magical. And for folks wanting 
to check out the 1971 edition of 
the Mark Twain Library Cook-
book, you can find it available for 
loan from our local history collec-
tion. Or perhaps you might just 
find it in the Cookbook section of 
the Book Fair, taking place over 
Labor Day Weekend at the Redding 
Community Center. g

Erin Shea Dummeyer is 
Director, Mark Twain Library

One of my most treasured mem-
ories of father was when he would 
sing to us.

His serenades were not a con-
stant, but occurred spontaneously, 
generally while he was driving. 
The destinations of those day trips I 
cannot recall. What I do remember 
is the feelings his singing evoked; 
safety, comfort, simple happiness, 
like stepping out your front door 
after a particularly harsh winter to 
the first embrace of springtime.

And when my father sang, the 
world could do no wrong.

His repertoire was vast and var-
ied and his choice of song could 
fluctuate depending on his mood in 
that moment of time. Though not a 
professional singer, he could hold 
a tune quite nicely. His voice, deep 
and strong, would always sound 
just a wee bit higher in pitch when 
he sang of home.

Although born to an Irish moth-
er, his family moved to Scotland 
where he was raised, then in later 
years returned to the U.S. where he 
became general manager of an Irish 
Pub in midtown Manhattan, called 
Rosie O’Grady’s. 

While he favored Irish music, 
one of my father’s most sang tunes 
was “Loch Lomond,” a traditional 
Scottish folk song he learned as a 
boy.

“By yon bonnie banks 
and by yon bonnie braes,
Where the sun shines bright on 
Loch Lomond
Where me and my true love will 
never meet again
On the bonnie, bonnie banks oʼ
Loch Lomond.”

And my father, a poet at heart, 
would never fail to share the mean-
ing of those melancholy lyrics in-
volving two prisoners of war, one 
to be released and the other to be 
hung. The high road represented 
the normal road of life, and the 
low road represented the road 
that the soldier sentenced to death 
would take, his soul returning to his 
homeland in the highlands.

On some days my father quoted 
strange, yet interestingly captive 
poems I recall to this day:

“Who killed Cock Robin? I said 
the sparrow, with my bow and ar-
row. I killed Cock Robin.”

That one never quite sat well 
with me as a child or for that matter, 

Songs my father sang l By Katherine Simmons

an adult, as I could never bear the 
thought of the robin being speared.

When in a whimsical mood, my 
father might sing this nonsensical 
children’s song, which never failed 
to lighten the mood if someone was 
having a bad day:

“Oh! Mairzy doats and dozy doats
And liddle lamzy divey
A kiddley divey too, wouldn’t you?”

And how can I forget the many 
romantic songs my father loved? I 
recall one tune performed by Per-
ry Como which my father sang of-
ten...“I wonder who’s kissing her 
now?” Though as a child, I often 
pondered from the back seat of 
our station wagon why my father 
would be kissing another woman…

And then there was the daring 
Louie Armstrong number:  

“Oh when we’re dancing and 
you’re dangerously near me, 
I get ideas. I get ideas...”

Or, the slightly more madcap 
and risqué: 

“Cigarettes! And Whiskey! And 
wild, wild women. They’ll drive 
you crazy they’ll drive you insane!” 

The tune so catchy, my toddler 
sister would sometimes sing along, 
much to the dismay of my mother.

Another selection my father 
sang throughout his life, was from 
the classic movie, My Fair Lady. 
An uplifting song I too found so 
lovely, that I chose it for the dance 
with my father on my wedding day:

“I have often walked down this 
street before
But the pavement always stayed 
beneath my feet before
All at once am I, several stories high
Knowing I’m on the street where 
you live.”

When his four daughters pre-
pared to leave home for our first 
year away at college, my father 
had a ritual, this one too in song. 
He never failed to serenade us with 
this favorite: “We’re no awa’tae 
bide awa” whose translation goes 
something like this: 

“Oh, we are not away to stay away, 
We are not away to leave you. 
We are not away to stay away. 
We will always come back 
and see you.”

And as our family gathered 
around the dining room table the 
night before the departure, my fa-
ther would raise a glass and in that 
high pitched tone, sing these words 
earnestly in tribute. My mother, 
understandably sad a daughter was 
leaving home, did not share his en-
thusiasm and often left the table in 
tears, but not before casting a few 
choice words at my father. But he 
never wavered, delivering the lyrics 
without a hint of sadness or woe, as 
was his nature. And I will always 
love that sentiment of leaving – but 
always coming home.

There is one more song, which 
will forever remind me of my 
father; the beautiful and haunting 

ballad, “Green Fields of France,” 
which tells the tale of a traveler 
who passes the tombstone of a 
young Irish soldier, Willie McBride 
and the pointlessness of war.

“Did they beat the drum slowly, 
did they play the fife lowly?
Did they sound the death march 
as they lowered you down?
Did the band play the “Last Post 
and Chorus”?
And did the pipes play 'The Flowers 
of the Forest?”

My dear dad himself departed 
this world, far too soon… But not 
without one last song to be sung.

On one of my last visits, know-
ing my father was nearing the end 
of his life, I slowly walked the 
hospital corridor, bleak and sterile, 
leading to his room. Approaching, I 
paused. There it was, the sound of 
that distinct, slightly high-pitched 
voice. Entering, I glanced at his 
bedside; my sister was in the cor-
ner, and neatly tucked beside him, 
his three young grandchildren 
mesmerized by the tune.

And knowing his days were 
dear, he sang to them the song he 
loved:

“You take the high road, 
and I’ll take the low road, but 
I’ll be in Scotland afore ye. 
Where wild flowers spring 
and the wee birdies sing, 
On the steep, steep side of 
Loch Lomond.” g

Officer Mike Moran to clarify the 
procedural requirements for this re-
quest and ensure the wording aligns 
with his previous instructions. It 
will draft a formal definition for 
“subordinate” massing, potential-
ly using a percentage-based limit 
to provide clarity for applicants. 
Changes to the proposed regula-
tory language will be submitted to 
the Town attorney for legal review 

once the Commission reaches a 
consensus.

The Zoning Commission de-
ferred final deliberation on the 
proposed language until all perma-
nent members are present to ensure 
a full vote. Any proposed changes 
to the Zoning Regulations would 
require a noticed public hearing 
before adoption. g

Zoners consider separate driveway restrictions, size caps for ADUs /
continued from page 3

August West Chimney 
Best Round Golf

Bill Whitehead and John Talley, Realtors
Caraluzzi’s

Chipman Mazzucco Emerson LLC
Coldwell Banker Realty 

Golf Performance Center

`
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Svanda Painting
Town of Redding

The authorʼs father
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Redding’s Big Outdoors: Summer on the Saugatuck / continued from page 1

from the ground. It was covered in 
moss and patina from the copper 
inside and presented a problem – 
the trail was split in two, and we 
would either go left or right. We 
chose to go left, and the trail be-
came muddy due to its perpetual 
shade in the shadow of the large 
boulder. There were smaller, slip-
pery moss-covered rocks, like tiny 
offspring of the large one, and there 
was an overhang with collapsed 
trees and cobwebs in the air created 
by overachieving spiders thinking 
they could weave dead trees togeth-
er with their webs. I coughed and 
clawed the webs out of my way. 

Suddenly, a thick fallen tree 
emerged in the middle of the trail 
between an old stone wall and the 

end of the large patina-covered 
boulder. Careful not to touch the 
decaying tree, I hoisted myself over 
like a track runner completing hur-
dles and came upon what seemed 
to be a dirt road. The road could 
be a remnant of the Redding when 
horse-drawn carriages and log cab-
ins existed, or simply a connection 
from a one-way trail to the more 
traversed highway to the Reservoir. 
Whatever the answer might be, it 
made for a nice change from cob-
webs in my mouth. 

As we walked down the old 
road, the stone walls flanked us on 
either side; the Reservoir, slow-
ly getting larger, stands proudly 
at the end and we stopped to look 
out. The reeds swayed in the light 

Rachel Staffier is proud to be a 
female farmer. “My whole family 
is from generations of farmers in 
Tennessee, so I grew up visiting 
my family farm there, which is now 
recognized as an almost two-cen-
tury working farm in the state of 
Tennessee. I’ve always been drawn 
to following in those footsteps of 
family before me,” said Staffier, 
who has worked in farm manage-
ment at New Pond Farm Education 
Center since 2019.  

Staffier’s dedication to the ag-
riculture industry was recognized 
by the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture earlier this month when 
they named Staffier as one of Con-
necticut’s Women Farmers of the 
Year. At New Pond Farm’s August 
board meeting, State Representa-
tive Anne Hughes presented Staffi-
er with an official citation from the 
Connecticut General Assembly. 

“Being selected was incredibly 
meaningful. I submitted a nom-
ination sharing my story, and I 
was fortunate enough to be chosen 
alongside many other women in 
agriculture,” said Staffier. 

According to Priya Desai, New 
Pond Farm’s Executive Director, 
Staffier represents many of the 
qualities of the modern farmer – 
hard work, stewardship, innova-
tion, education, and community. 

“She approaches everything she 
does with humility, sincerity, and 
an unwavering commitment to ex-
cellence. While she may be quiet 
by nature, her impact is anything 
but. Rachel represents the future of 
agriculture, and we’re fortunate to 
have her on our team,” said Desai. 
“Rachel is an exceptional steward 
of both our animals and our land. 
She understands that farming today 
is about educating people, caring 
for the environment, and strength-
ening connections between farms 
and their communities.”

Last spring, the United Nations 
declared 2026 as the Internation-
al Year of the Woman Farmer to 
highlight the essential roles women 
play across food systems and the 
challenges they face. 

“Connecticut is ahead of the 
curve nationally when it comes to 
women in farming roles and we 
want to celebrate that,” said Ag-
riculture Commissioner Bryan P. 
Hurlburt, adding that these farmers 
have made vital contributions to 
the resilience and growth of 

Connecticut’s agricultural land-
scape. According to the 2022 USDA 
NASS Census of Agriculture, there 
are more than 3,800 female farm-
ers in Connecticut, making up 41% 
of all agricultural producers in the 
state. Nationally, women account 
for 36.3% of all producers.  

At New Pond Farm, Staffier 
works alongside Mike Murray, 
Director of Farm Operations, who 
she described as having “beyond 
a wealth of knowledge.” Staffier’s 
responsibilities include milking, 
pasteurizing, property management, 
mentoring students, supporting 
educational programs, contribut-
ing to fundraising and marketing 
initiatives, and more.

“I’m proud to be a representative 
of female farmers, because even 
though I work for a small farm in 
a small state, I have the potential to 
give even one little girl the chance 
to see me driving the tractor, milk-
ing the cows, or working outside, 
and for them to think to themselves, 
‘I can do that too!’ I love inspiring 
anyone who steps in the barn,” said 
Staffier, who earned a degree in An-
imal and Veterinary Science from 
the University of Rhode Island 
and worked on a pastured poultry 
farm for two years. “I’ve learned 
so much, and I found a passion for 
working outdoors and caring for 
livestock. I love these animals. I 
cherish their personalities and hav-
ing such a strong influence on them 
growing up and having the best life 
at New Pond.”  Staffier also appre-
ciates reaching a wider audience 
through her fun and informative 
posts and photography on New 
Pond Farm’s social media profiles.

Desai noted Staffier has been a 
personal resource to her as she be-
gan her tenure leading the organi-
zation two years ago. “Coming into 
New Pond Farm without a farming 
background, I’ve learned so much 
from her. She has patiently ex-
plained everything from pasteuri-
zation and haying to the many daily 
practices that keep a working dairy 
farm thriving,” said Desai. “She 
shares her knowledge generously 
and helped me better understand 
not only how our farm operates, but 
why these practices are so import-
ant to animal welfare, environmen-
tal stewardship, and our education-
al mission.”

Staffier finds strength in stay-
ing true to herself. “I am who I 
am. Being a proud gay woman in 
a male-dominated field is a feat in 
itself. I value knowing that I can 
stand alongside anyone in agricul-
ture. With great teachers, a will-
ingness to learn, and a good work 
ethic, I’ve proven to myself that 
dedication and determination mat-
ter way more than gender. Farming 
is about showing up every day, put-
ting in the effort, and never being 
afraid to learn something new. I 
wake up every day and love my job 
and love where I work, so that has 
become one of the things I’m most 
lucky to have in life.” g

Rachel Staffier of 
New Pond Farm 
recognized as one of 
Connecticut’s Women 
Farmers of the Year
By Pamela Brown 

breeze, intermittently breaking 
the glass reflection of the lake. I 
snapped another picture, my friend 
put on Mood Ring by Lorde for the 
journey back, and we commented 
on how our skin looked amazing in 
this lighting.

We’re not really the hiking sort, 
preferring to tan, languishing on 
the beach or strolling the streets 
of Westport stopping in stores, but 
in that moment, when the reeds 
and rushes caught the summer 
light, we realized just how much 
our hometown offered us. g

Willow Bradford is a 2025 
graduate of Joel Barlow 

High School and a Redding 
Sentinel summer intern

Easton. As a leader in youth devel-
opment, we are always excited to 
explore options that increase access 
to safe, affordable after school-
programs,” she said.

“The Park & Recreation Com-
mission strongly supports in-
ter-community collaboration to 
enhance youth programming in 
Redding. We are delighted to have 
recent survey data from families 
within the program to help guide 

these priorities,” said Commission 
Chair Angela Caes following the 
August 12 meeting.

Shannel Lewis, the new Director 
of Park and Recreation’s Extended 
Day, begins in her role this week. 
Lewis has a background in educa-
tion and youth activities in public 
and private schools in Greenwich, 
Stamford and Brooklyn. g

The after-school squeeze / continued from page 3

When you use a garden hose, 
water stays inside the hose even af-
ter you have turned it off. Water sit-
ting in a hose in direct sunlight can 
reach over 140 degrees Fahrenheit.

Risks of using hot hose water:
•  Plants – Hot water harms roots 
and can cause wilting or plant 
death.
•  Birds – Filling a birdbath with 

The Natural World

Why garden hoses can be dangerous in 
summer weather l By Terry Karpen

hot water burns visiting birds’ feet 
and mouths.
•  Children – Filling a kiddie pool 
or running a sprinkler with hot hose 
water can scald a child’s skin.

Safety Tip: 
Always run the hose until the 

water is cool before you use it. Feel 
the water with your hand and, if it’s 
hot, let the hose run on pavement or 
a bare spot until the water feels cool 
before spraying. g

Terry Karpen 
is proprietor of 

Queen Of Spades Gardens 
and Landscapes in Redding

Photo by Terry Karpen

Photo courtesy of New Pond Farm
State representative Anne Hughes 
and Rachel Staffier at a recognition 
ceremony last month.
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Obituaries

Jennifer Sand Bodurtha 
March 16, 1961 – August 5, 2026

Wade William Roese 
February 18, 1939 – August 13, 2026

Jennifer Sand Bodurtha, 65, 
passed away on August 5, 2026, at 
her home in Redding with her chil-
dren and husband by her side after 
courageously living with Multiple 
Sclerosis for 38 years.

She was born on March 16, 
1961, in Kemmerer, Wyoming, 
to the late John Sand and Virgin-
ia (Cooper) Sand Quinn. Jennifer 
lived in various towns in New York 
and New Jersey throughout her 
childhood and attended St. John 
Fisher College where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Communica-
tions. She later earned a master’s 
degree in Elementary Education 
from Western Connecticut State 
University. 

Jennifer met her husband of 40 
years, Alan, on a blind date, and 

Wade William Roese, 87, of 
Redding passed away on August 
13 at home. Wade was born in 
Mineola, NY to Edith and William 
Roese on February 18, 1939.  He 
graduated from Mineola High 
School in Mineola, NY, and earned 
a BS from Long Island University 
at C.W. Post in Brookville, NY.  He 
married Theresa Stone on April 
15, 1967 in Freeport, NY, and they 
moved to Redding in 1970. 

Wade began his professional 
life working at Grumman Aircraft 
Engineering Corporation, Sper-
ry Gyroscope, and Perkin-Elmer 
Corporation.  After working at two 
architectural firms, he established 
his own architectural design firm 
in Redding. Additionally, he served 
as Building Inspector for the Town 
of Wilton and as Building Inspec-
tor and Zoning Enforcement Offi-
cer for the Town of Redding. After 
moving to Redding, Wade became 

they were married on June 14, 
1986. She worked in various roles 
at The Perrier Group for many 
years before becoming a stay-at-
home mom, a role she treasured. 
In her early years, she enjoyed do-
ing counted cross stitch, camping, 
hiking, and swimming. She always 
found joy in spending time with her 
family and listening to ‘70s music. 
Jennifer also had a passion for writ-
ing children’s books and was very 
proud to become the published 
author of Hildy and Harold Take 
on the Teasers in 2023. She was a 
member of Calvary Independent 
Baptist Church and found contin-
ued strength and resilience through 
her love of God.

Jennifer is survived by her hus-
band Alan, daughter Kate (Reece 
Adamson), son Russell (Nora), and 
grandson Oliver; her siblings David 
Sand, Carolyn Pickering, and Mi-
chael Sand; she is also survived by 
many nieces and nephews.  

Jennifer will be remembered for 
her kindness, love, positivity, ready 
smile, and infectious laugh. She 
will be immensely missed, and our 
memories together will be greatly 
cherished.

Per her request, there will be no 
services. Donations in her honor 
can be made to the Connecticut 
Humane Society or the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. g

active in the community. He was 
President of the Redding Jaycees, 
served on the Redding Building 
Committee, and joined the First 
Church of Christ Congregational, 
becoming active in the Men’s Club, 
teaching Sunday School, and serv-
ing as Deacon. He enjoyed pitching 
for Perkin-Elmer in the Danbury 
Men’s Softball League and playing 
first base for the Mooses in the Red-
ding Park and Recreation Men’s 
Softball League. Additionally, he 
coached girls softball at the then 
Redding Boys’ Club and freshmen 
girls softball at Joel Barlow High 
School. 

Wade began his decades-long 
dedication to Redding Fire & EMS 
Company No. 1 as a lifetime mem-
ber playing drums in the marching 
band. Years later, he attained the 
rank of Fire Police Lieutenant and 
earned certifications as an MRT 
and EMT.  Following years of re-
sponding to EMS calls, he because 
a certified EMS instructor, assisting 
in training new EMTs within the 
department, EMT students at Joel 
Barlow High School, and EVOC. 
He also served as EMS Captain, 
Company Vice President, and Dep-
uty Fire Marshall as well as an As-
sociate Member of the West Red-
ding Fire Department. Wade was a 
proud member of the 1/87 Vehicle 
Club and served as President of the 
Danbury Railway Museum. A life-
long lover of trains, photography, 
and playing drums, his passions 

included scratch-making HO scale 
trucks and cranes, cartography, 
making fudge, and UConn Womens’ 
Basketball.  

Wade is preceded in death by 
his parents, Edith and William, 
his brother Guy, his beloved wife, 
Theresa, and eight cherished grand-
dogs.

He is survived by daughter Tina 
Marie Roese; daughter Jill Roese 
Adrian, her husband Patrick Adri-
an, and seven beloved granddogs; 
granddaughter, Bridgette Burdick; 
great-granddaughter, Billie Rhoad-
es; brother-in-law, Dr. William 
Pierce and his wife, Theresa Pierce; 
nephew William Pierce, his chil-
dren, William and Catharine Pierce, 
and his partner, Shubha Sunder; 
nephew Jonathan Pierce, his wife, 
Talia Pierce, and their children, 
Drew, Graham, and Tanner; niece, 
Gillian Pierce; and longtime friend 
John Frank.

A memorial service will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 
22 at the First Church of Christ 
Congregational, 25 Cross Highway, 
Redding, with Reverend Suzanne 
Wagner officiating. The family 
invites all to wear red in honor of 
Wade. Arrangements are by Green 
Funeral Home, 57 Main Street, 
Danbury.  

Memorial donations may be 
made in Wade’s name to Redding 
Fire & EMS Company No. 1, 
PO Box 185, Redding Ridge, CT 
06876-0185. g

We publish local birth announcements, engagement and wedding announcements, death notices, and obituaries free of charge.
E-mail us at editor@reddingsentinel.org to share your updates and schedule publication.

`

Share your important updates with friends and neighbors in the Sentinel
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Calendar of Events
$ = fee applies

R = registration required

Meetings This Week’s Featured Events
Redding Land Trust 
Summer Celebration 
Saturday, August 22
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Celebrate open space 
conservation with food, 
music, and good company
The Big Field at Do Ngak 
Kunphen Ling
30 Putnam Park Road
$, R

Summer Night Concert 
& Picnic 
Sunday, August 23
5:00 p.m. 
Outdoor concert by 
Callipopi, Caravan, and 
The Eliot Thompson Band
The Granite
5 North Main Street
thegranitechurch.org/events
R

Free Outdoor Movie Night: 
Nimʼs Island
Friday, August 28
7:45 p.m. / at dusk
Presented by Park and Rec, 
games at playground begin 
at 6:30 p.m.
Redding Community Center ground
37 Lonetown Road
reddingct.gov/parks-and-recreation

Religious Services

Monday, August 24

Kindergarten Back to School 
Story Time for Incoming 
Kindergarteners
3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
Drop-off program
Mark Twain Library 
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org   
R –––

Friday, August 28

Free Outdoor Movie Night: 
Nim’s Island
7:45 p.m. / at dusk
Presented by Park and Rec, games 
at playground begin at 6:30 p.m.
Redding Community Center ground
37 Lonetown Road
reddingct.gov/parks-and-recreation

g

Saturday, August 29

Blue Door Music Club
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
Live music by North County 
Band and an adult evening out 
to benefit the Boys & Girls Club 
of Redding-Easton
Boys & Girls Club 
of Redding-Easton
170 Cross Highway
bgcre.net
$, R –––

Saturday, September 12

Georgetown Lions Club 
Italian Dinner
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Delicious food and the chance to 
get involved with the Lions Club 
service projects
Pryor-Hubbard Hall
30 Church Street   
$

g

C hildren ITeens

F undraisers

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
44 Portland Avenue
bethlehemlutheranct.org

–––
Calvary Independent 
Baptist Church
Adult and Child Sunday School 
at 10:00 a.m. / Worship Sundays 
at 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday prayer meeting 
at 7:00 p.m.
Nursery provided for all services.
711 Redding Road
cibcredding.org

–––
Christ Church, Episcopal
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
184 Cross Highway
christchurchredding.org

–––
First Church of Christ, 
Congregational
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
25 Cross Highway
firstchurchredding.org

–––
Long Ridge United Methodist
Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
201 Long Ridge Road
Danbury
longridgeumc.com

–––
Sacred Heart / St. Patrick Parish
St. Patrick Church:
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m.
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Confessions: 
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
and Mondays and Thursdays 7:30 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. and before/after 
Weekday Mass
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Mondays and Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
169 Black Rock Turnpike
sacredheart-stpat.org

–––
Georgetown Oratory of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 
and 12:00 p.m. (Latin)
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 6:00 pm. (Latin)
Holy Days: 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
First Fridays and Saturdays: 8:30 a.m.
Confessions: 
Saturdays 7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. and
Wednesdays 5:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Eucharistic Adoration: Saturdays 
5:00 p.m. following Vigil Mass
30 Church Street

–––
Temple B’nai Chaim
No services scheduled
82 Portland Avenue 
templebnaichaim.org

g

Monday, August 24  

Board of Finance 
7:30 p.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room
100 Hill Road

–––
Tuesday, August 25  

Planning Commission 
7:00 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room 
and Virtual
100 Hill Road and Zoom

–––
Tuesday, September 1  

Redding Board of Education 
7:00 p.m. 
John Read Middle School / 
Community Room 
486 Redding Road

–––
Tuesday, September 1  

Conservation Commission 
7:00 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room 
100 Hill Road

–––
Wednesday, September 2   

Ives Trail Committee 
9:30 a.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room 
100 Hill Road

–––
Wednesday, September 2   

Brown Bag Lunch with 
First Selectwoman 
12:00 p.m. 
Redding Town Hall 
100 Hill Road

–––
Thursday, September 3   

Redding Safety Committee 
4:00 p.m. 
Virtual

–––
Tuesday, September 8   

Redding Fire District #1 
7:00 p.m. 
186 Black Rock Tpke

–––
Tuesday, September 8   

Planning Commission 
7:00 p.m. 
Town Hall / Hearing Room 
and Virtual
100 Hill Road and Zoom

–––
Wednesday, September 9   

Commission on Aging 
9:00 a.m. 
Heritage Center 
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Wednesday, September 9   

Zoning Commission 
7:00 p.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room 
100 Hill Road

–––
Thursday, September 10   

Gilbert & Bennett 
Wire Mill Advisory 
6:00 p.m.
Virtual

–––
Thursday, September 10   

Redding Fire District #2 
7:00 p.m.
West Redding Firehouse
306 Umpawaug Road

–––
Monday, September 14   

League of Women Voters 
4:00 pm - 6:00 p.m. 
Town Hall / Conference Room

–––
Monday, September 14   

Park and Recreation 
Commission 
7:00 p.m. 
Redding Community Center / 
Multi-Purpose Room 
37 Lonetown Road

–––
Monday, September 14   

Board of Ethics 
7:30 p.m. 
Town Hall / Conference Room 
and Virtual
100 Hill Road and Zoom

g

*Town offices and the Transfer 
Station will be closed Monday, 

September 7 for Labor Day

Food I Wine

Saturday, August 29

A Taste of the Harvest
4:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m.
Farm-to-table experience and 
fundraiser
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
event.auctria.com
$, R

g

Wednesdays

Redding Grange Annual Garden 
Produce Drive
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Drop off surplus garden produce 
and nourish our community
Redding Grange, The Granite 
Church, Mark Twain Library
399 Newtown Turnpike, 5 North 
Main Street, 439 Redding Road
reddinggrange.org

–––
Saturday, August 22

InSitu Garden Conservancy 
Open Day
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Visit InSitu, featured in the 
national Garden Conservancy’s 
book Outstanding American 
Gardens: A Celebration: 25 Years 
of the Garden Conservancy (2015)
73 Diamond Hill Road
gardenconservancy.org
$, R –––

Saturday, August 22

Redding Land Trust 
Summer Celebration
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Celebrate open space conservation 
with food, music, and good company
The Big Field at Do Ngak 
Kunphen Ling
30 Putnam Park Road
$, R –––

Arts

Special Programs

Nature

Sunday, August 23 and 30

Concerts on the Green
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Redding Town Green
100 Hill Road
reddingct.gov/parks-and-recreation

–––
Sunday, August 23

Summer Night Concert & Picnic
5:00 p.m. 
Outdoor concert by 
Callipopi, Caravan, and 
The Eliot Thompson Band
The Granite
5 North Main Street
thegranitechurch.org/events   
R –––

Tuesday, August 25

Ways of Listening: Frederic 
Chopin, the Poet of the Piano
11:00 a.m.
A multimedia, musically enriching 
program about one of the greatest 
composers, with David Stein
Heritage Center
37 Lonetown Road
E-mail mpilato@reddingct.gov   
R –––

Thursday, August 27

The Allen & Hermes Art Series: 
Celebrating America’s Music
6:30 p.m. 
A musical journey of 
Americana in honor of 
America’s 250th anniversary
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org   
R –––

Friday, August 28

Connecticut Bluegrass: 
Jean-Baptiste Cardineau 
and the Local Heroes
8:00 p.m. 
Boston-based bluegrass band
The Granite
5 North Main Street
thegranitechurch.org/events   
$

g

Thursday, August 20

Working for the Revolution: 
Patriot Women’s Lives During 
the War
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
A presentation on how women con-
tributed to the American Revolution 
effort politically, economically, 
intellectually, and militarily
Wilton Historical Society
224 Danbury Road, Wilton
wiltonhistorical.org
R –––

Sunday, August 30

Mutual Aid Closet Event
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Free adult clothing, shoes, 
toiletries, makeup, and more
First Congregational 
Church of Bethel
46 Main Street, Bethel
bethelctpride.com

–––
Friday, September 4 – 
Monday, September 7

Mark Twain Library Book Fair
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Friday and Monday
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday
Over 60,000 books, games, 
puzzles, and more
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
marktwainlibrary.org/book-fair

g

Want to feature an 
upcoming event? 

E-mail us at
advertise@reddingsentinel.org
for more information.

Making Redding's Chimneys Safer Since 1973 

 www.AugustWestChimney.com
203-226-0416   

Sunday, August 23

Foraging Hike
1:00 p.m. 
Enjoy a 1-2 mile hike 
with mushroom expert
Franc Preserve
160 Plumtrees Road, Bethel
bethelctpride.com
R –––

Thursday, August 27

August Full Moon Walking 
with Community Hiking Club
8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Moderate group hike ending 
with a lunar eclipse
Waiting list
Couch Hill Preserve
marktwainlibrary.org
R –––

Saturday, August 29

Night Flight: Exploring Bats 
and Tequila
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
The evening will include 
educational programming, light 
bites and tequila tasting in our 
picturesque pavilion
Woodcock Nature Center
Wilton
woodcocknaturecenter.org
$, R

g
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