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Day breaks after the first snowfall of the season in Redding. Both the Farmers’ Almanac and AccuWeather’s 
early winter weather forecast predict higher-than-average levels of snowfall in New England this winter. 
If you have a photo you’d like us to feature here, with credit of course, please e-mail 
editor@reddingsentinel.org  
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As a small town with big 
outdoor spaces, it can be easy to 
think that walking and hiking the 
hills and woods around Redding 
is safe and worry free. But don’t 
be lulled into complacency: no 
matter where you hike, take a few 
steps to be sure your adventure 
doesn’t become too adventurous.

Know Where You are Going

There are a variety of tools to 
help you get started, including the 
Book of Trails from the Redding 
Land Trust. The print version is 
now quite a few years old, but 
it offers basic maps for you to 
follow, including where to start 
and what to expect.

For a more updated look at 
the Redding trail system, visit 
ReddingCTLandTrust.org and 
explore the online version of the 
Book of Trails. You can print the 
maps or grab a screenshot to keep 
on your phone.

Board of 
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Playing it safe outside  l By Jeanne Ammermuller

There are also a variety of trail 
apps for iPhone and Android. A 
favorite of the team behind the 
Book of Trails is the free Hiking 
Project app from outdoor outfitter 
REI. Bruce Given and Kevin 
Tschudi, members of the Redding 
Land Trust Board of Trustees, 
have loaded many Redding trails 
into the app. It’s a crowd-sourced 
app, so anyone can add reviews or 
maps of their favorite trails.

An old-fashioned compass also 
can’t hurt, or you may find one on 
your smartphone. Spend a minute 
orienting yourself before you set 
off, so you know which way you 
need to head on the way back. 

Think About What You’re 
Wearing

Start at the top and work your 
way down. A hat is always a good 
idea – whether it’s warm, cold, or 
damp. A brimmed hat will protect 
you from sun, wayward thorny 

branches, and even help prevent 
ticks. 

A long-sleeved shirt is always 
the best option – even in heat. 
It’s a protective layer, just like a 
good hat, and can be made of a 
lightweight, breathable material. 

No matter the weather when 
you leave, bring a light-weight 
waterproof jacket, just in case. 
You can put it in your pack or 
wrap it around your waist, but you 
won’t regret it if you encounter a 
sudden change in weather. 

Long pants are best. Given 
the pests, the thorns, the poison 
ivy, and more, pants are a hiker’s 
friend. You can wear what’s on 
hand, like a good pair of jeans, or 
look for hiking pants from your 
favorite outdoor outfitter. Hiking 
pants come in a variety of weights 
and often have extra pockets.

Socks. Yes, socks. There’s a 
dizzying array of choices, but 
light-colored socks, pulled up 
over your pants, can help prevent 
ticks – and certainly help you see 
them when they do try to hitch a 
ride.

Don’t forget about your feet. 
Good, sensible shoes are a key 
to happy hiking. Over eight years 
of hiking Redding’s trails, I’ve 
seen everything but bare feet 
and slippers. Flip flops, loafers, 
sneakers – they all have their 
place off the trail, but a nice sturdy 
hiking boot or shoe will give you 
better traction and stability, keep 
your feet drier, and help prevent 
injury. They needn’t be expensive, 
but a thick sole with ample tread, 
laces, and height that passes above 
your ankle are best. 

As an added plus, spray all of 
these items with Permethrin – a 
chemical that repels ticks and 
lasts through several wearings and 
washings.

There are a few extras that 
can be helpful on the trail as 
well: collapsible hiking poles 
can help with balance and stream 
crossings; gaiters specifically for 
tick prevention are also available 
and can replace that fetching 

In order to accommodate the 
completion of the Redding Board 
of Education’s financial records 
for fiscal year 2021-22, the Red-
ding Board of Finance will ask the 
state for an extension date of Janu-
ary 31, 2023 to submit the Town’s 
annual audit.

Redding Finance Director 
James Sanders informed the 
Board of Finance at its November 
28 meeting that this decision was 
based on the recommendation of 
Joseph Centofani of the audit firm 
PKF O’Connor Davies based in 
Shelton.

According to Sanders, PKF 
O’Connor Davies will provide 
consulting services to assist the 
Redding Board of Education in 
three specific areas so that the 
firm can then perform the Town’s 
audit. These areas include opening 
balances, adjustments that were 
made as part of the fiscal year 
2021 audit related to the medical 
insurance fund, and some discrep-
ancies with respect to the board’s 
capital assets system.

“This is a paid consulting en-
gagement with the auditor and the 
Redding Board of Ed to specifi-
cally address the issues that they 
currently have to ensure that they 
get done so that they can complete 
the audit,” said Sanders. “So at 
this point I am trusting Joe’s judg-
ment that based on what he’s cur-
rently seeing and the consulting 
arrangement that he’ll have what 
he needs to be able to complete 
the audit and publish the report 
within that deadline.”

Sanders added that Centofani 
and his staff will go through and 
reconcile the Board of Educa-
tion’s accounts. They will then 
provide their findings to Redding 
Board of Education Director of 
Finance Sarah Scrofani.

“She will need to determine 
whether she agrees with those 
entries, the support they provide, 
and in essence will make the en-
tries,” Sanders said. “I think from 
his perspective at the end of the 
day it is her judgment call to actu-
ally report the entries.”

He went on to say that when 
the new school administration 
came in, the intent was to hire 
someone with additional account-
ing expertise, but they had not yet 
found that individual. Many of the 
issues with the school financial 
records go back to the beginning 
of the fiscal year, and there is not 
continuity to really know what 
was done or what was not done.

“It’s really essential to have 
clean, transparent accounting re-
cords,” said Board of Finance 
member Robert Dean. “Admit-
tedly, there was some confusion 
during this year on the adminis-
trative side of the school system, 
but really this is something that 
should never be occurring.”

Redding Board of Education 

On November 17, electricity 
utility Eversource unveiled a plan 
that would double electricity rates 
for residential consumers. 

Under the proposal, the 
standard-service rate for 
Eversource residential customers 
would change from 12.1 cents 
per kilowatt-hour (kWh) to 24.2 
cents per kWh. Ninety percent of 
Connecticut residential consumers 
are on standard-service rates.

The proposed rate hike would 
double the current standard rate 
per kWh, and more than double 
the 11.5 cents per kWh paid by 
Eversource standard-service 
customers last winter. The change 
is subject to the approval of 
the Connecticut Public Utility 
Regulatory Authority (PURA). If 
approved by PURA, the new rate 
will be in effect from January 1 
through June 30, 2023. 

An Eversource utility bill 
consists of two parts – supply 
and delivery. The supply portion 
accounts for the cost the utility 
experiences in generating 
electricity and can fluctuate 
considerably based on the cost 
of fuel and other factors.  In 
Connecticut, the energy supply 
price changes twice a year – 
January 1 and July 1 – and 
represents the cost that Eversource 
pays generators for the power 
they provide. The delivery 
portion of one’s bill captures the 
cost to transmit electricity from 
generation plants to a customer’s 
residence. 

On average, an Eversource 
residential electric customer who 
uses 700 kilowatt hours of power 
each month could see an increase 
of approximately $85 per month 
on the supply portion of the bill if 
the proposed rate is approved.

United Illuminating, the utility 
that serves much of Connecticut’s 
coastal areas, filed a proposal 
with PURA for a similar rate 
increase. Both utilities attribute 
their increases to the skyrocketing 
cost of natural gas and liquified 
natural gas (LNG), on which New 
England electricity generators 
depend heavily. More demand 
for that natural gas overseas 
has increased the price for it in 
the United States, according to 
Eversource.

In filing for the rate increase, 
Eversource also cited Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine as a factor in 
rising energy costs. The war has 
created “volatile energy markets 
and is putting upward pressure 
on oil and natural gas prices,” 
according to the filing.

By design, PURA only assesses 
whether rate hikes are based on 
true energy-generation costs. As 
such, there is little PURA can do 
to disallow a rate hike if a proposal 
meets those criteria.

The rate proposals come at a 
time when Connecticut residents 
are experiencing high inflation 
and skyrocketing prices at the 
gas pump and for heating oil. 
Governor Ned Lamont issued a 
statement following Eversource’s 
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Connecticut has some of the strictest gun ownership laws in the country 
– and we also have one of the lowest rates of gun-related deaths (consis-
tently fifth or sixth lowest in the nation). This isn’t by accident – legisla-
tion enacted over several decades, and in particular after the unspeakable 
2012 tragedy in Sandy Hook, has tightened restrictions on ownership 
requirements and outlawed ownership of semi-automatic weapons and 
high-capacity magazines. 

Two different lawsuits have recently been filed in federal court against 
Connecticut’s gun laws, one by The National Association for Gun Rights, 
Inc. and the other by the Connecticut Citizens Defense League and the 
Washington-based Second Amendment Foundation. Last month, The Na-
tional Association for Gun Rights, Inc. asked a judge to block enforce-
ment of Connecticut’s ban on the sale of assault weapons while their lit-
igation continues. 

These lawsuits are taking the June 23 Supreme Court decision in New 
York State Rifle and Pistol Association v. Bruen, which overturned a New 
York state gun safety law, and testing its legal precedent against Con-
necticut’s regulations. These legal challenges do not come from within 
the state or from Connecticut citizens, but rather are part of a widespread 
effort by gun rights organizations and activists to overturn gun laws in 
several U.S. states following the Bruen decision. In fact, The National As-
sociation for Gun Rights, Inc. had to revise their filing in September after 
their original plaintiff, a New Milford resident recruited to give the out-
of-state group the standing to file a case against Connecticut, withdrew 
her name after realizing she was characterized as a gun-owning resident 
with plans to buy more. She neither owns, nor plans to purchase, firearms.

With the senseless loss of life from yet another three high-profile mass 
shootings this November and the ten-year anniversary of the Sandy Hook 
school shooting approaching on December 14, we cannot allow legal 
movement backwards on the restrictions placed on the purchase of as-
sault weapons. We must demand that our state leaders protect these laws.

In Connecticut, 23.6% of adults have a firearm in their home. Last 
month, Newtown Action Alliance hosted a gun buy-back event for Con-
necticut residents to exchange working firearms for gift cards, and gun 
owners could receive free gun safes and locks. These local events help 
reduce the number of guns circulating in our communities, lessening the 
risk of homicides, suicides, domestic violence, and unintentional shoot-
ings. Every city in every state should offer gun buyback programs. Often. 

Every year, hundreds of people are shot and killed or wounded in Con-
necticut. Gun violence costs Connecticut $1.4 billion each year, of which 
$60.4 million is paid by taxpayers, according to Everytown Against 
Gun Violence, to say nothing of the physical and emotional costs. Mov-
ie theaters, outdoor concerts, holiday parades, high schools, elementary 
schools, malls, college campuses, restaurants, nightclubs – the places that 
make up our most mundane, familiar moments in America – have all been 
marred by the threat of gun violence. Even with strict laws, there are too 
many families once again who will be grieving this holiday season. We 
must stay vigilant and ensure the measures of protection we do have are 
not eroded any further.  g  

By Jessie Wright

   Justin Reynolds 
   Pamela Brown

Editorial

We welcome Letters to the Editor. Please be clear, civil and concise. Publication preference will be 
given to letters that suggest solutions to challenges identified.

To the Editor,

Thanksgiving with my family in Redding is one of my favorite holidays. Every year, we have a huge Thanks-
giving feast consisting of pie, stuffing, turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, and rainbow bagels. I may be a city kid 
but I love coming up to Redding. I enjoy looking at the stars every night. I am also grateful that I can spend time 
with my grandparents. 

Jamie Bontempo (age 11)
New York, NY

To the Editor,

In last week’s Sentinel, you wrote about small acts of kindness and how they make a difference in our lives. 
Those who know me also know my English Springer Spaniel Phin, short for Phineus. A few days ago, some 
thoughtful but anonymous person left a 2023 English Springer Spaniel Rescue calendar in my mailbox. What a 
lovely surprise! Thank you, whoever you are, from Phin and me. 

Susan Clark
Sanfordtown Road

To the Editor,

With Covid’s wane, it appears more folks than ever are planning to book holiday vacations. After being under 
wraps for two years people are starting to get out and about. According to Price Waterhouse Coopers’ annual 
Holiday Outlook, about half (47 percent) of respondents said they were planning to escape their backyards this 
holiday season.

I am forced to reminisce on how things have changed. Travel used to be fun! People dressed up to go on a 
flight, enjoyed meal services and drinks. It had an exotic flair that helped you deal with any of the congestion 
issues that the holiday rush might add.

Now, half of the travelers are dressed in their pajamas, are segregated by their loyalty and are in search of 
amenities of any kind. We seem mollified by a pretzel or a cookie (can’t do nuts anymore) like a Pavlovian ex-
periment.

To make matters worse, we now need to battle low staffing problems at airports, hotels, and car rental count-
ers. Did I mention inflation? As prices reach the stratosphere, traveling during the holiday crunch can be tense 
to say the least.

I am encouraged by our steadfast confidence that the escape that travel can offer will outweigh the speed-
bumps and detours along the way. No matter how frustrating things get, try not to take out your anger on the 
employees at the airport and on your flight. They do not control the schedule or corporate policies, and they 
likely share many of your frustrations. 

Why not save all that angst for your family gathering, where it belongs.

Happy Holidays and Safe Travels, 

Vin Rosa 
Cross Highway

To the Editor,

I was astounded to learn from last week’s paper that our town’s elementary school does not have drinkable 
water and that there are no plans to fix it!

When my family moved to Redding two years ago, we heard from many people how great the schools are 
here and how high the quality of life is. We have experienced much of that and plan to send our young son to 
school in a few years. However, having drinkable water available from the tap should be a reasonable minimum 
expectation for Redding’s kids and teachers.

I found an online news article dating back to 2016, but no mention of “water” on the school’s website. Since 
reading the article, I’ve mentioned it to a few friends who live in surrounding towns, and they couldn’t believe it.

Why is drilling a new well financially out of the question... forever? Why don’t the various boards involved 
have any pending actions to address the situation?

Can no state or federal infrastructure dollars be directed toward the problem? Is there any recourse for holding 
the Department of Transportation accountable for the road salt that has affected the wells?

I invite everyone to join me in writing the superintendent and our State Board of Education members to ad-
vocate we get our act together. Our community’s children drink from and dispose of (presumably cheap) plastic 
bottles every school day - this cannot be healthy for them or our environment.

Andrew Elliott
Cross Highway

Letters to the Editor

What was the front page news in town six decades ago? Building codes, 
local theater, Santa visiting schoolchildren, and a new office for the news-
paper. Enjoy this issue from the archives of The Redding Times from 
December 1, 1960.

On this day in Redding History

DECEMBER
by Thomas Wentworth Higginson

The evening sky unseals its quiet fountain,
Hushing the silence to a drowsy rain;
It spreads a web of dimness o’er the plain
And round each meadow tree;
Makes this steep river-bank a dizzy mountain,
And this wide stream a sea.
Stealing from upper headlands of deep mist,
The dark tide bears its icebergs ocean bound,
White shapeless voyagers, by each other kissed,
With rustling, ghostly sound;
The lingering oak-leaves sigh, the birches shiver,
Watching the wrecks of summer far and near,
Where many a dew-drop, frozen on its bier,
Drifts down the dusky river.
I know thee not, thou giant elm, who towerest
With shadowy branches in the murky air;
And this familiar grove, once light and fair,
Frowns, an Enchanted Forest.
Couldst thou not choose some other night to moan,
O hollow-hooting owl?
There needs no spell from thy bewildered soul;
I’m ghost enough alone.

Dear reader,

Please point your mobile device’s camera at this QR code to take a 
short survey about the Redding Sentinel. We’d like to make sure we’re 
covering what you want to know.

Short Survey



A message from the Redding Registrar of Voters Offi ce

Aspiring Eagle Scout builds leash-less area for dogs at Topstone Park 
By Donna Christopher

New Tree Ordinance draft to be reviewed by Planning and Conservation Commissions
By Jessie Wright
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drafted back in 2000 but did not 
move forward at that time. 

Pemberton called upon the 
Redding Tree Conservancy (RTC) 
this summer to draft a proposed 
update to the ordinance. The 
RTC researched tree regulations 
in Ridgefi eld, Wilton, and 
Greenwich and incorporated 
elements of the 2000 proposal 
in their draft. Review and input 
from Pemberton and the Town’s 
attorney were also included. 

The new draft describes its 
purpose as for “the protection, 
preservation, proper maintenance, 
and use of trees and shrubs on 
Town property. The minimization 
of disturbance to woodlands 
and the prevention of damage 
from erosion and destruction 
of the natural habitat.” It also 
aims to protect “property 

The Board of Selectmen 
has referred a new draft Tree 
Ordinance for the Town of 
Redding to the Planning and 
Conservation Commissions for 
their review and consideration. 

Redding’s current tree 
regulations are limited in scope 
compared to surrounding towns. 
The Connecticut Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Protection has given the current 
regulations a “fair” grading 
compared to those of Wilton and 
Ridgefi eld. 

“I think we are one of the 
very few towns that does not 
have a tree ordinance that is 
more comprehensive,” said First 
Selectwoman Julia Pemberton 
at the November 21 Board of 
Selectmen meeting. 

An updated ordinance had been 

values ensuing from the proper 
maintenance of street trees, 
natural uncleared woodlands and 
the trees of ecological or historical 
signifi cance.” 

“It’s very important to the 
town,” said Janice Rotchstein, one 
of the founders and leaders of the 
RTC. “It’s really guidelines for all 
of us in the town to appreciate our 
trees and to preserve them. And 
it’s necessary obviously at this 
time with Eversource coming after 
our trees.” 

In May, utility company 
Eversource presented their 
Resiliency Program to the Town of 
Redding, proposing tree removals 
along a 3.7 mile stretch of roads 
in Redding Center to protect their 
utility lines.

The proposed ordinance draft 
also includes the creation of a 

First and foremost, we would 
like to thank all the Elections 
Offi cials who worked the 
November 8th election. Elections 
are the cornerstone of democracy, 
and they would not be possible 
without the hard work and 
dedication of poll workers! 

There are 6,472 registered 
voters in Redding. In the 
November 8th election, 4,417 
voters (68%) cast ballots. 3,835 
people voted in person and 582 
people voted via Absentee Ballot.  

Visitors at Topstone Park 
over the Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend may have noticed young 
people hard at work pounding 
stakes into a cleared area by the 
park’s entrance.

Ian Cedusky, a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 15, is managing the 
work of creating a 12,000 square 
foot, fenced-in, leash-less area 
for dogs at the park for his Eagle 
Project.  

Ian received permission to 

Below are answers from the 
Redding Registrar of Voters Offi ce 
to a few commonly asked questions:

How do I register to vote?

Visit voterregistration.ct.gov/
OLVR/welcome.do to register or 
update your registration online. 
You can also contact the Registrar 
of Voters Offi ce directly at 203-
938-5012. If you will be 18 years 
old on election day, you can 
register to vote when you are 17 
years old. 

proceed with the project through 
Redding’s Park and Recreation 
Director Rob Blick. Blick said 
that a similar project had already 
been approved about six years ago 
when another youth had asked for 
permission to build a dog park but 
was then unable to proceed. 

The work involves installing 
a fi ve-foot-high metal fence and 
is expected to cost $3,000. Ian 
requested and received permission 
to proceed with a fundraiser 

How do I check my registration?

You can check your voter 
registration data at any time by 
visiting this site: portaldir.ct.gov/
sots/lookup.aspx 

When are the next elections?

It is common for elections to 
occur two or three times in one 
year. Referendums, such as a vote 
on the town’s budget, are usually 
held in May. Political parties will 
sometimes hold a primary election 

to help support the project. 
Donations will go toward the 
cost of materials, including posts, 
concrete, wire mesh, and gates to 
enclose the area. All the labor is 
being donated by the scouts and 
parents of Troop 15. “It’s always 
great when the Eagles have a great 
idea and follow through on it,” 
said Blick. “The rule at Topstone, 
and there’s a big sign that says 
in the parking lot, driveway, and 
beach areas, dogs need to be on a 
leash. Once you’re 50 feet in the 
trail then dogs can go off-leash,” 
Blick explained.

“I’ve seen dogs on-leash and 
off-leash. People don’t really 
follow rules all the time,” Ian said. 
“The safety aspect is that Mr. Blick 
wants to give dogs a chance to be 
off-leash and run around. The trails 
are not a controlled environment. 
It leads to incidents.” 

According to Blick, there is 
already an enclosed area for off-
leash dogs at Topstone Park, but it 
is much smaller than the one Ian 
is building. This small waterfront 
area known as “Magee’s 
Swimming Hole” was built 
about 12 years ago for dogs to 
go off-leash and swim even after 
beach season begins. That area is 
approximately 4,900 square feet.

The new area will be 
approximately 12,000 square feet. 
“The ground covering will remain 
natural like Redding forest,” Ian 

Redding Tree Committee. As 
drafted, the new committee would 
include fi ve members – a member 
each from the Conservation 
Commission, Planning 
Commission, and Redding Land 
Trust, along with two Redding 
residents. 

The Planning and Conservation 
Commissions will both now 
review and provide input on the 
ordinance. Input from the two 
groups is important, as some of 
the laws that are referenced in 
the new draft are reviewed and 
overseen by Aimee Pardee, the 
Town’s Land Use Director and 
the Zoning and Inland Wetlands 
enforcement offi cer.

“The Redding Tree 
Conservancy is very glad to see 
that this tree ordinance, and the tree 
committee which is an important 

part of the whole document, is 
moving forward and will have the 
input of both the Conservation 
and the Planning Commissions 
involved,” said Rotchstein.

After the Planning and 
Conservation Commissions’ 
reviews, the draft will come back 
to the Board of Selectmen for 
updates and adjustments. If the 
Board of Selectmen chooses to put 
the new ordinance forward, there 
would then be a Special Town 
Meeting where Redding residents 
would discuss and vote upon the 
ordinance. 

“I simply thank both 
commissions for their willingness 
to take a look at this,” said Peg 
O’Donnell, Treasurer for the 
Board of Selectmen. “It’s a big 
thing.” g
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Mentor Paul Hirsch, left, helps Ian Cedusky pound in a stake as they work to 
make the new leash-less area for dogs at Topstone Park a reality. 

at different times throughout the 
year. General elections are held 
in November. The 2023 election 
calendar has not been set yet. 

To stay informed on upcoming 
election dates and deadlines, 
please visit the Registrar of Voters’ 
website at townofreddingct.org/
registrar-voters. You can also 
subscribe to the town of Redding’s 
alert system at townofreddingct.
org//subscribe.

said. He has already worked to 
remove rocks and stumps in the 
area and has been spending the 
past several weeks digging holes 
for the fence posts, which are each 
six-by-six inches. He recently 
did the clearing work so he could 
dig the post holes before winter. 
Topstone currently has one doggie 
bag dispenser, and another will be 
placed by the new off-leash area.

The spot is an ideal spot for dog 
owners to conveniently enjoy with 
their animals. “The gate is opened 
by volunteers in the morning and 
closed at sunset, but even if the 
gates are closed there are 14 or 
15 spots outside the gate,” Blick 
explained. 

Feedback has been good so far, 
according to Jacob Cedusky, Ian’s 
father and Troop 15 Committee 
Chair.

“While we’re working out 
there, people are walking by with 
their dogs all the time,” Jacob 
said. “People are asking what it 
is and when Ian tells them people 
get excited. The location is perfect 
right behind the parking lot.”

The leash-less area will “give 
hundreds of dogs in the area a 
fun place to run and socialize… 
Not only will this provide a safe 
and enclosed area for fun, but 
it will make the trails safer for 
everyone,” Ian wrote in his project 
description for donors.

Since a “park within a park” 

How can I sign up to work at the 
next election? 

Sign up anytime at forms.gle/
CiTooAiWpBdGzKgTA.  

Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out anytime to the Registrar’s 
Offi ce at 203-938-5012 with any 
questions or concerns. g

had already been through the 
Redding Zoning and Planning 
Commissions as well as the Board 
of Selectmen, the fi rst step to 
making the project a reality was 
for Cedusky to gain approval from 
Blick. “Technically it’s called a 
leash-less area,” Ian explained. 
“I went to Mr. Blick to ask him 
for permission. He provided the 
technical specifi cation on what it 
is to make a dog park.”

Ian is a senior at Joel Barlow 
High school with plans to go to 
college next year. His family lived 
in California, New York, and Utah 
among other places before coming 
to Redding seven-and-a-half years 
ago.

“Scouts have done a lot for 
me. I’ve had to move a lot in my 
life, and it’s been an easy way 
to make friends with people and 
experience new things and be 
challenged,” Ian said.

“I like dogs,” he continued. “I 
don’t have a dog, but I wanted to 
try something that is a little more 
challenging. There is no specifi city 
about the size of an Eagle Project. 
I could build a park bench. The 
main focus is leadership and 
effort.” g

Donations towards this proj-
ect are being collected through 
a GoFundMe site at gofundme.
com/f/ian-cedusky-eagle-project-
4-new-redding-dog-park

member Mike D’Agostino ex-
plained a new accountant was 
hired within the last couple of 
weeks. He added that the consult-
ing arrangement with the audit 
fi rm was not new, having been in 
place last year as well.

Board of Finance to ask for audit extension / Continued from page 1

Redding Board of Education 
Chairman Chris Parkin said that 
the schools provide the same data 
they do every year, and this year is 
the fi rst time it was deemed insuf-
fi cient by the auditors. g

Are you enjoying the Sentinel?

Consider giving a gift subscription 
to family or friends this holiday season! 

e-mail subscribe@reddingsentinel.org or 
call 203.938.3800 and we’ll set it up for you.
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Barlow routs Weston in Thanksgiving game l By Rocco Valluzzo

Sports 

Photo by Rocco Valluzo
Danny Shaban, left, scored five rushing touchdowns for the Joel Barlow 
High varsity football team in its Thanksgiving game against Weston on 
Wednesday, November 23. Barlow won 56-20 in the annual contest, qualify-
ing for the state class SS tournament.

With the stakes high for the Joel 
Barlow High varsity football team, 
it was no surprise it stepped up its 
game in its annual Thanksgiving 
contest.

Aside from just a victory, the 
Falcons were playing to secure 
a spot in the state Class SS 
tournament. After making some 
defensive adjustments in the first 
quarter, they pulled way out of 
reach for a 56-20 win over host 

just settle into the game a little.”
The Falcons seem to stall on the 

next series. Faced with a fourth-
down-and-five situation on the 
Weston 27, they opted to go for 
it. The move paid big dividends. 
Shaban connected with Mason 
Leavitt for a touchdown pass early 
in the second quarter to retake a 
lead they would go on to never 
lose.

Weston nearly scored again on 
its next series when Psichopaidas 
connected with Bilbao, who made 
it all the way to the Barlow 30 
before a touchdown-saving tackle 
by Scott Romano ended the play. 
Barlow then got the ball back after 
recovering a Weston fumble on its 
own 39.

That set up the Falcons’ next 
score, coming when Shaban 
capped off a ten-play drive with 
a six-yard run and with the extra 
point led 28-14 with just over three 
minutes left in the half.

Starting on their own 36-yard 
line, the Trojans did not have 
much luck moving the ball, and the 
Falcons took over on downs. This 
time Shaban went 42 yards up the 
middle for his fourth touchdown 
of the night and the Falcons took a 
35-14 lead into halftime.

The Falcons continued to pull 
ahead in the second half. Although 
neither team scored in the third 

The Great Turkey Escape Race brings hundreds out to support local organizations 
By Jessie Wright

The morning sunshine cast 
long shadows across the finish line 
from cheering family members 
and friends as the first runners 
of The Great Turkey Escape 
Race rounded the corner into 
the Redding Community Center 
parking lot. 

Dylan Rosemark, a collegiate-
level cross country runner, won 
the ninth-annual Thanksgiving 
Day race on November 24 with 
a time of 16:24, followed closely 
by several members of the Joel 
Barlow cross country team. 
Rosemark grew up in Danbury and 
ran The Great Turkey Escape Race 
for the first time this year. “My 
mom signed me up for it,” he said. 

After a 3/4 mile fun-run 
wrapped up earlier that morning, 
over 720 runners completed the 
5K course which began and ended 
at the Redding Community Center. 
The course began on Lonetown 
Road, looping south to Hill Road, 
north up Great Oak Lane and Old 
Stagecoach Road, and turning 
east on Gallows Hill Road before 
meeting again with Lonetown 
Road. 

“I felt good about it this year – 
better than last year,” said Dave 
Regan, a new resident of Redding 
who was running the race for the 
second time. “I ran a bunch of hills 
in preparation.” Regan’s wife and 
one-year-old son were bundled up 
waiting for him at the finish line.

The race is organized by John 
McCleary each year and benefits 
different local organizations. 
Proceeds from the 2022 race 
went to support the Joel Barlow 
Robotics team and the Redding 
Elementary School PTA. 

Members of the Joel Barlow 
Robotics team, dressed in head-
to-toe Thanksgiving spirit wear, 
handed medals to each of the 
race finishers as runners filled the 
parking lot wearing everything 
from gym shorts and headbands to 
turkey hats. 

After completing the course, 
many of the runners headed 
toward the Redding Community 
Center’s refreshment station to 
pick up donuts and bagels, passing 
by a robot demo in the lobby from 
the Joel Barlow Robotics team. 
They then began making their 
ways home, towards whatever 
additional Thanksgiving traditions 
awaited that day.  g

 

Weston on Wednesday, November 
23, making the state playoffs for 
the first time since 2017, and the 
third time in the program’s history.

Offensively, the Falcons went 
right to work on their opening 
possession. Moving the ball on the 
ground, they put the first points on 
the board when quarterback Danny 
Shaban found some running room 
and went down the right side for 
a 41-yard touchdown run. Cooper 

Zuccerella kicked the first of eight 
extra points and Barlow led 7-0 
with 9:15 left in the first quarter.

The Trojans were quick to 
respond, however. Starting on 
their own 35, they got into Barlow 
territory with the help of a 13-yard 
pass from quarterback Nicholas 
Psichopaidas to Nico Bilbao. 
This ultimately set up a six-yard 
touchdown pass from Psichopaidas 
to Alex Nevitt. With a successful 
extra point, things were tied at 7-7 
with 5:43 left in the quarter.

Several big plays throughout 
the day helped the Falcons, and 
they got one on the next series. 
Shaban again found some room to 
run, and this time went 63 yards 
for a touchdown, followed by an 
extra point, to help bring his team 
up to a 14-7 lead.

Weston got some help on the 
kickoff when a facemask call 
against the Falcons gave them the 
ball on the Barlow 41 yard line. 
On second down, Psichopaidas 
connected with Nevitt for a 39-
yard touchdown run and with the 
extra point tied the score at 14-14 
with 4:20 left in the first quarter.

“We made a couple of mistakes 
in the secondary,” said Barlow 
head coach T. J. Cavaliere. “I think 
part of that is it’s a rivalry game, 
your emotions are high, you’re 
ramped-up, you kind of have to 

quarter, the Barlow team put up 
three straight touchdowns in the 
fourth. With 7:14 left to play, 
Shaban scored again, this time on 
a 45-yard run. 

Before time expired, they 
would score two more, the next 
one coming on a 31-yard run by 
Dylan Taylor. He took over for 
Shaban as quarterback and scored 
Barlow’s final touchdown on an 
11-yard jaunt.

Weston did get the final word 
in, with a touchdown coming on a 
74-yard pass from Psichopaidas to 
Bilbao on what would be the final 
play of the game.

Shaban led Barlow with 302 
yards rushing and five touchdowns. 
He also threw one touchdown pass 
for 27 yards.

“He had a really good game,” 
said Cavaliere. “He kind of 
dominated for us.”

Taylor finished with 78 yards 
rushing and two touchdowns. 
Leavitt ran for 22 and caught 
his team’s lone touchdown pass. 
Zuccerella kicked eight extra 
points.

The annual Thanksgiving series 
now stands at 12-10-4 between the 
two teams with Weston having the 
slight advantage. g

Photos by Jesse Wright
Members of the Joel Barlow Robotics team from left to right: Alexander 
Weiss, Emily Ploss, Annabella Rosa, and Christina Roby.

Dylan Rosemark approaches the finish line to win The Great Turkey Escape 
Race.

Family and friends line the course to cheer on the runners.

The refreshment station at Redding Community Center.

Alexander Weiss, a member of the Joel Barlow Robotics team, hands out 
finishers medals.

A robot built by the Joel Barlow Robotics team on display at the Redding 
Community Center during the race.  
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All aboard! 
Holiday fun at the Danbury Railway Museum l By Pamela Brown

Throughout the month of 
December, the Danbury Railway 
Museum will present its second 
annual First Gift of Christmas 
Express. This personalized gift-
giving experience and holiday 
train ride is a delight for all ages. 
The event runs every Saturday and 
Sunday, five times a day, beginning 
December 3 and running through 
December 18. 

“It’s back by popular demand. 
Last year it was sold out,” said 
Jose Alves, President and Events 
Coordinator at the Danbury 
Railway Museum. “Our Santa 
event is different than anywhere 
else. We’re the only place hosting 
a personalized gift and train ride 
and we’re happy to have pioneered 
that last year.”  

Upon checking in, kids can 
color a picture or write a letter 
to personally give to Santa at the 
“Letters to Santa” coloring station 
and have fun at the wooden trains 
play table. Santa will then respond 
to each child with his own letter. 
The event then kicks off with a 
20-minute, quarter-mile train ride 
through the historic railyard on 
“The Snow Clipper”, a restored 
1950’s Diesel Rail Car originally 
from an old New Haven train that 
used to travel from Grand Central 

Station to the Berkshires. “It’s 
perfect for kids, ten and under, 
who want to experience a train 
ride. It’s like the lazy river of train 
rides,” explained Alves.    

After the ride, visitors return 
to the station for a meet-and-
greet with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
in the museum’s living room by 
the fireplace. There, Santa will 
visit individually with each child 
and give them a personalized gift. 
Parents have the choice of bringing 
their own pre-wrapped present or 
they can purchase a gift from the 
Museum’s discounted online menu 
when making their ticket selection. 
It will be wrapped in holiday 
paper and batteries are included 
for free. “We let the kids talk to 
Santa and we don’t rush them. 
It’s great seeing these little kids’ 
faces light up,” said Alves, noting 
picture-taking is encouraged. Hot 
chocolate with marshmallows will 
be provided along with a surprise 
edible treat.  

Visitors can also explore the 
railyard behind the station that 
features over 60 pieces of historic 
railroad equipment and step inside 
a post office car and caboose. 
Alves noted the railyard will be 
adorned with holiday lights and 
different festive vignettes.

The Danbury Railway Museum, 
a non-profit organization staffed 
entirely by volunteers, is housed 
in the fully-restored former 1903 
Union Station on the east end 
of downtown Danbury. A living 
history of railroading, the main 
display space and welcome center 
house a collection of historically 
significant artifacts and exhibits, 
photographs, model trains, 
operating model train layout, a 
gift shop, and a research library 
detailing the impact of the railroad 
industry in New England and the 
Northeast United States. Money 
raised from fundraisers like the 
First Gift of Christmas Express 
goes to fund operating costs, 
equipment restoration, and more.  

“We’re aiming at everyone 
having a great time,” said Alves. 
“We love our community and 
we hope it will become a family 
tradition.” g

First Gift of Christmas Express, 
Danbury Railway Museum, 20 
White Street, Danbury. Visit 
danburyrail.org/santa to learn 
more.

Photos courtesy of ???

Annual Winter Walk at Putnam Memorial State Park brings history to life
By Pamela Brown

Help select short films 
for the Ridgefield 
Independent Film 
Festival l By Rob Sample

History comes alive at the 
annual Winter Walk in Putnam 
Memorial State Park. Presented by 
the Friends and Neighbors (FANS) 
of Putnam Park, the event will take 
place on Saturday, December 3 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The two-fold event begins 
with a one-mile historical and 
archaeological walking tour 
of the park, where visitors 
will experience the site of the 
Revolutionary War encampment 
in the same chilly conditions the 
Continental soldiers faced when 
they first arrived. The tour will be 
followed by a live re-enactment 
battle with local regiments.  

“The Winter Walk began with 
local archaeologist and Newtown’s 
town historian Dan Cruson, 
who was also a teacher at Joel 
Barlow High School,” said Ellery 
Thomas Leary, Park Historian, 
interpretive guide for the tour, and 
President of FANS, a non-profit 

Looking for a fun night out – 
while helping the local film scene 
to thrive? Plan to attend Surprising 
Shorts, the final set of independent 
films in this year’s Tuesday Night 
at the Movies series at Ridgefield 
Library. The viewing is set to take 
place on Tuesday, December 6 
from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Night at the Movies 
is the brainchild of Redding-
based filmmaker and playwright 
Joanne Hudson, who also heads 
the Ridgefield Independent Film 
Festival (RIFF). Attendees at the 
Tuesday night event will fill out 
a short survey on each short film, 
consisting of about ten questions 
to assess how well each film 
engaged viewers.

Here is a look at the five films 
set for Tuesday’s Surprising 
Shorts.

• “Cracked” – Crafted by Turkish 
filmmaker Mahmut Tax, this film 
depicts the impact of drought on a 
small girl and her family. Its title 
evokes the arid, cracked landscape 
in which they live and in which the 
girl cares for a pet flower.

• “Paradise” – In this film 
by California director Joshua 
Thomas, two sisters inhabit a post-
apocalyptic world in which they 
must search for water to survive. 
In that search, they discover much 
more.

• “Yo Andrea” – Made by 
Fairfield filmmaker Brian Russell, 
this short film tells the story of a 
middle-aged man pursuing the 
woman of his dreams.

• “Gum” – This film is a romantic 
comedy by Ridgefield native 
Melanie Kardos. The protagonist 
uses a time-traveling pocket watch 
to transform his “worst date ever” 
into the perfect date. Along the 
way, things go awry.

• “A Gift for All Ages” – 
This Christmas short evokes 
Hollywood’s golden age, via a 
heartwarming story set in an 1823 
New York City boardinghouse.

with the mission of maintaining 
and promoting Putnam Park’s 
historical, educational, and 
recreational values.

“The two-part nature gives it a 
broad appeal. I do my best to make 
the walking tour lively, since there 
are many weird and wonderful 
stories to tell about the winter 
encampment and park history,” 
said Leary.

Some interesting sites include 
the fire backs that make up 
the visible remnants of the 
Revolutionary War winter 
encampment and the reconstructed 
buildings created in the 1890’s. 
“People will learn about why 
the encampment was important, 
who was there and how they 
spent their time, what living in 
Redding was like when soldiers 
were in town, and what happened 
to some of the inhabitants after 
they left Connecticut. They’ll also 
hear about myths of the park and 

The December 6 library event 
is the fourth in a four-month 
short-film series that began in 
September. Audience surveys help 
select which films will be screened 
at RIFF’s annual festival, a four-
day event that is scheduled for 
May 2023.

“The response to Tuesday Night 
at the Movies has been really 
good,” Hudson noted. “About 30 
to 40 people signed up for each 
night, and of those, about 75 
percent showed up. The Ridgefield 
Library has been a great partner in 
hosting the program and in getting 
the word out about it.”

Hudson launched the Ridgefield 
Independent Film Festival in 
2015. The first festival was in May 
2016 and included 72 films from 
26 countries. The annual event 
quickly grew after its first year to 
attract 5,000 attendees at its peak. 
The 2022 festival – held this past 
August – was a hybrid online and 
in-person event.

“The idea of having a film 
festival is to come together as a 
community,” said Hudson. “We 
are all coming out of our shells 
in degrees, so for our post-Covid 
vision I wanted to bring it back to 
its roots and make the festival a bit 
smaller and more intimate.”

The exact number of films 
that will be screened at this 
year’s festival will be announced 
in the next few months, along 
with the venues that will show 
the participating films.  “Every 
year, it’s a puzzle to fit this all 
together,” said Hudson. “The 
exact composition depends on the 
number of finalist films we select, 
and their length.”

As Hudson explained, the 
festival layout will follow a “figure-
eight” design so that attendees can 
visit a variety of Ridgefield shops 
and eateries in between showings.

Everyone is welcome to see 
Surprising Shorts on December 6, 
but you need to register to attend. 
For more information and to 
register, visit riffct.org g

how those have changed over the 
years,” Leary explained.   

At the end of the tour is the re-
enactment battle covering an early 
war event in 1775-1776. “This is 
an educational event with a bit of a 
show. You get to experience history 
live and learn about the struggle 
our ancestors went through in 
creating and preserving this free 
land for all of us,” said Bill Hagan, 
FANS Membership Director, 
Winter Walk Coordinator, and Co-
Commander of the 38th Regiment 
of Foot.

“There will be a small battle 
between the Americans and 
Crown Forces units. Crown 
Forces units are British, Loyalists, 
Americans loyal to the king during 
the Revolution, and Hessians who 
were German mercenaries during 
the war,” explained Hagan, who 
will be playing the role of a British 
soldier. 

Regiments participating from 

the Connecticut area include 
the 5th and 6th Connecticut 
Continental Group, 2nd 
DeLancey’s Loyalists, the 54th 
and 38th Regiment of Foot, and 
Butler’s Loyalists Rangers.  

The re-enactment involves the 
use of black powder gun fire. “All 
of the re-enactors are trained in 
using the black powder. We fire 
blank rounds and they can be loud 
for someone who hasn’t heard 
them before. The re-enactors 
perform at a safe distance away 
from the public,” Hagan said. 

Leary has seen a recent surge 
of interest in Connecticut state 
parks – last year the Winter 
Walk had a record number of 
attendees. “People are bringing 
in a renewed appreciation for 
what history can teach us. In 
addition to being passionate about 
the Revolutionary War, more 
people than before are interested 
in learning about the original 

The Continental army and British troops face off during a past Winter Walk re-enactment at Putnam Memorial 
State Park.

Photos by Derek Sterling

Members of the 5th Connecticut Regiment at the 2021 Winter Walk 
re-enactment.

Paugussett and Pequonnock 
inhabitants of this region,” Leary 
said. 

Through this re-enactment, 
Hagan’s mission is to preserve 
Putnam Park and our shared 
history of the creation of the United 
States. “In Connecticut, we have a 
rich history and often it’s taken for 
granted,” he said. “Putnam Park is 
dedicated to preserving our history 
and offering a great recreational 
area for all to enjoy. Members of 
the FANS are looking to have this 
park accessible to all generations.”  
g

Winter Walk 2022. Putnam 
Memorial State Park, 499 Black 
Rock Turnpike, Redding. Saturday, 
December 3, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. For more information, visit: 
putnampark.org.

Photo courtesy of the Danbury Railway Museum
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Photo courtesy of Music on the Hill
Members of the Festival Chorus of Music on the Hill rehearse for “Sounds 
of the Season,” including Redding residents Karen Moraitis, front row, fifth 
from left; Kirby & Louise Klump, middle row, fourth and sixth from left; 
and Charles Rodin, back row, fourth from right.

Bob Runk – a man of many talents l By Pamela Brown 

Bob Runk is a friendly, soft-
spoken fellow, but underneath 
that easygoing exterior is a triple 
threat: he is a skilled musician, 
popular author, and savvy croquet 
player.    

Runk, 77, is a resident of 
Meadow Ridge retirement 
community. He works at his 
home studio that’s equipped with 
a keyboard and microphones 
for up to four to five hours each 
day, writing songs and inputting 
chords, melodies, and harmonies 
into his computer. “I can’t wait 
to get to my keyboard, put on my 
headphones, and see what I can 
create,” he said. “For me it’s fun, 
challenging, interesting.”  

Runk keeps up-to-date on music 
software techniques by watching 
YouTube videos. “Technology 
has changed everything. I can 
put together a very good demo. 
It’s very easy to get your music 
out in the digital world,” said 
Runk, whose music is available 
on Spotify and Apple Music. 
Recently, one of his blues songs, 
“She’s Gone”, was accepted into 
a high-end song library with the 
potential to be used in a TV show 
or movie.

Inspired by his late wife, JoAnn, 
Runk writes country, pop, and lite 
classical instrumental pieces, and 
recently penned a ballad, “I Just 
Can’t Wait to Sleep”, in her honor. 
Runk’s two children and two 

Eager to get into the holiday 
spirit? The folks over at Music on 
the Hill invite you to join them 
for their annual holiday concert, 
“Sounds of the Season,” which is 
scheduled to take place at Wilton 
Congregational Church on Friday, 
December 2 at 7:30 p.m.

“It’s an opportunity to be in 
a beautiful space and hear the 
sounds of handbells, flute, organ, 
double bass, 18 handbell ringers, 
30 adult singers, the Community 
Children’s Chorus, and more,” 
said Ellen Dickinson, Founder, 
Executive Director, and Artistic 
Director of Music on the Hill. 

The concert, which is free to 
the public with a $25 suggested 
donation, will include selections 
that celebrate both Christmas and 
Hanukkah along with lullabies and 
winter songs.

“Sounds of the Season” is the 
first of Music on the Hill’s three 
holiday events. On Saturday, 
December 3, the musical group 
is hosting a “Jingle all the Way!” 
event at the Wilton Historical 
Society, with festivities kicking 
off at 2:00 p.m. This event features 
holiday and winter songs and 
includes a free craft for kids. As 
a bonus, attendees can also check 
out the Wilton Historical Society’s 
holiday train show.

On Tuesday, December 20 at 
7:00 p.m., Music on the Hill invites 
the public to its “Community 

Ever since he was a teenager, 
Paul Avgerinos wanted a recording 
studio in the woods with windows 
looking out to a forest. When he 
moved to Redding in 1994 and built 
Studio Unicorn on Sanfordtown 
Road, that dream came true.

“Studio Unicorn is a full-
featured professional recording 
studio where people can fulfill 
their creative aspirations,” said 
Avgerinos, who won a Grammy 
for his new age album “Grace” 
in 2016, and again in 2020 for 
producing an album by the Emilio 
Solla Tango Jazz Orchestra. “In 
the past, I helped a lot of artists 
fulfill their visions by manifesting 
what’s in their heart, soul, and 
mind. Today, the studio’s primary 
purpose is for my own creative 
ventures in new age music and TV 
background music.”

Over the years, Studio Unicorn 
has hosted a slew of sessions for 
the general music community, 
recording albums across all genres. 
Today, the space is used primarily 
for recording Avgerinos’ music 
and other voiceover work. Actor 
Peter Gallagher, for example, 
recently headed to Studio Unicorn 
to record voiceovers for a new TV 
show. Avgerinos has also produced 
voiceover work for the Mets’ play-
by-play announcer Gary Cohen 
and legendary Dick Cavett.

Avgerinos began his career as 
a bass player, dragging equipment 
all over the place. He also played 
in a classical orchestra, earning 
a scholarship to the Peabody 
Institute at John Hopkins.

As a young musician in the 
1970’s struggling with emotional 
angst (as artists are wont to do), 
Avgerinos began making music 
that was soothing and healing to 
him. This type of music would 
eventually go on to be known as 
“new age.”

“We called it electronic or 
experimental music at the time,” 
he said. “It was a passionate hobby 
that I loved doing. I was basically 
making music to heal myself as a 
therapy.” 

When Avgerinos began thinking 
about his career, he realized that 
working for other people wasn’t 
going to satisfy him over the long 
term. He also realized that other 
people would like his music for the 
same reason he did: it’s relaxing, 
uplifting, and calming.

“I started thinking that maybe 
I could earn a little money from 
music in addition to satisfying my 
creative artistic needs,” he said. 
“So, in the 80’s, I built a studio in 
Bridgeport.”

Seeking to fulfill his teenage 
dream of a studio in the woods, 

grandchildren are also musically-
inclined; recently, Runk and his 
granddaughter recorded a song 
together. “She was so excited,” 
Runk explained. “We worked for 
three hours on a pretty ballad I 
wrote 40 years ago. She did great.”  

Although describing himself 
as an amateur musician, Runk’s 
background proves differently.  
At age seven he studied classical 
piano. “My father was a musician 
and very talented. I got his musical 
genes,” said Runk, who at first 
reluctantly played every day for 30 
minutes. “It took about a year until 
I was good enough at it to enjoy it. 
After that I practiced three or four 
hours a day until I was 15 years 
old.”   

Upon the arrival of rock and 
roll, music played a bigger part 
in Runk’s life. While attending 
Wesleyan University in the 1960’s 
where he graduated with a degree 
in psychology, Runk and four 
friends formed the band, Uranus 
and the Five Moons, playing rock 
covers at colleges all over New 
England. “We were very well-
known,” he said with pride.  

After serving three years in the 
Army, Runk received an MBA from 
the Wharton School of Business 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
and began a 35-year career in the 
insurance industry. “I had a lot of 
fun. Once I learned the technical 
side of the business, I found I 

Messiah Sing” event, where the 
audience joins in on the fun to 
sing holiday classics like Handel’s 
famous “Hallelujah” chorus. The 
event, which includes a suggested 
$10 donation, will also take place 
at Wilton Congregational Church.

Music on the Hill is a non-
profit organization founded in 
2011 by Dickinson and five others, 
including Redding resident Shelby 
Miller, a professional musician 
who has spent her life performing, 
teaching, and directing music, and 
her husband, Jim, who loved to 
sing and ring handbells and passed 
away in January 2020.

“Music on the Hill is a 
community of musicians and 
music lovers who encourage music 
performance and music education 
for all ages and all levels,” 
Dickinson said. “Our ensembles 
present several concerts a year, 
and our workshops give people the 
opportunity to learn about music 
and build musical skills.”

Though Music on the Hill is 
preparing for the holiday season, 
the group offers year-round 
programming. Some options 
include an intergenerational 
West African drumming class 
called Cultural Drum & Fun, an 
introductory Learn to Sing class, 
and a Community Children’s 
Chorus.

“Our mission is to reach 
people of all ages, abilities, and 

Avgerinos moved from Bridgeport 
to Redding, and he’s stayed in 
town ever since.

Around 2000, Avgerinos – 
who plays guitar, bass, cello, bass 
violin, piano, keyboards, and also 
sings – started realizing that he 
needed to branch out and start 
making music for other listeners, 
not just himself.

“Your own journey might be 
too idiosyncratic for the general 
listening public,” he said. After a 
friend said that he shouldn’t make 
an album before he understood 
who the audience was, what 
they’re going to be doing while 
they’re listening, and how the 
music would serve them, he had 
an epiphany. “That’s when the dots 
started to connect.”

When he was recording his 
album, “Joy,” Avgerinos imagined 
listeners might be driving, 
relaxing, getting a massage, 
reading a book, or just unwinding. 
He wanted to ensure the music 
helped serve them by supporting 
that experience.

“The music is going to provide 
this warm, supportive, uplifting 
atmosphere and sonic environment 
that will help them relax, open 
their hearts, and become more 
intuitive and aligned with 
universal powers,” he said. “It’s 
very deliberate and intentional. 
I’m deliberately trying to help 
the listener on many important 
spiritual levels.”

Avgerinos publishes much of 
his own music through his label, 
Round Sky Music. To date, he’s 
released about 40 albums, and 
he has no plans on slowing down 
any time soon. Recently, he’s 
worked on projects with new 
age influencer Deepak Chopra, 
including “Spiritual Warrior 
Workout,” which Avgerinos 
describes as a “high-vibration 
workout music.” He’s also found a 
home on Amazon, where his music 
is streamed 3 million times each 
month.

Looking ahead, Avgerinos 
is collaborating with vocalist 
Emma Kiara on a “chilled-out 
electronica” album. “She’s an 
awesome singer,” he said. “I think 
the world will be happy.” 

He’s also headed back to the 
Grammy awards – he was just 
notified that he’s been nominated 
twice this year – his album “Joy” 
in the New Age category and 
“Fandango at the Wall”, which he 
engineered in Latin Jazz.

How does Avgerinos feel about 
living in Redding?

“It’s a real blessing,” he said. “I 
thank my stars every day that I live 
in Redding.” g

was a pretty good salesperson,” 
he said. However, like many 
aspiring musicians, he continued 
sending demos to producers and 
eventually connected with Steely 
Dan’s producer Gary Katz, who 
produced Runk’s debut studio 
album, Good Company, in 2008. 
They worked together for five 
weeks on the project.  

In addition to his musical 
writing, Runk is also the author of 
How to Line Up Your Fourth Putt 
and its sequel, When to Regrip 
Your Ball Retriever. “I began to 
see how hilarious the behavior 
of golfers on the golf course can 
be, and I wrote spoofs, comic 
treatments of instruction manuals 
related to a golfer’s behavior,” he 
said. On his own, Runk has sold 
over 70,000 books.  

Life is good for Runk. “I’ve 
been lucky. I like to spend time 
with my grandkids,” he said. 
“Meadow Ridge is a great place. 
You cannot be bored here.” He’s 
taken a writing class through 
Meadow Ridge University and 
began playing croquet, already 
winning numerous tournaments. 
“It’s very interesting. A gentleman 
here taught me the strategy. If you 
do something every day, you’re 
going to be better at it.” Just like 
his music. “It’s a never-ending 
experience. It keeps my mind 
active and working hard.”  g

backgrounds who love music and 
want to participate in it through 
our various programs,” Miller 
said. “We span the amateur to the 
professional in musical abilities 
and include almost all ages. 
Music on the Hill represents a true 
community-based organization 
that deserves support in every 
way.”

To get involved, Dickinson 
suggests going to Music on the 
Hill’s website or picking up the 
phone and calling.

“Our programs are richly varied 
and diverse, including music from 
across the centuries, especially 
music by living composers,” 
Dickinson continued.

This year, Music on the Hill’s 
members come from 28 towns, 
Dickinson said.

“Music on the Hill’s ensembles 
are truly inclusive, and we 
attract excellent musicians from 
throughout the region,” Dickinson 
said. “Our participants come from 
all of the surrounding towns and 
some travel a distance to make 
music together.”

This year, Redding resident 
Charles Rodin is participating in a 
Music on the Hill concert for the 
first time.

“Even before my first rehearsal 
was completed, it was clear to 
me both how high the talent level 
was in the group and what a close 
connection it has to Redding, 
Wilton, Weston, and all the 
communities in the surrounding 
area,” Rodin said. “As a long-time 
choral singer, it was a great joy to 
be able to reconnect with some 
old singing friends who live in the 
area.”

Thinking about attending 
Sounds of the Season? Rodin 
offered a final pitch.

“The concert should be great — 
a joyful celebration of the holiday 
season,” Rodin said. “I would urge 
all to attend.” g

For more information on Music 
on the Hill and their upcoming 
events, visit musiconthehillct.org

Photo by Carol Morgan
Bob Runk composing at his at-home 
music studio.

Photo courtesy of Bob Runk
Uranus and The Five Moons play a concert at Wesleyan University in 
the 1960’s. 

Photo courtesy of Bob Runk
The Uranus and The Five Moons’ touring vehicle in 1966. 

Music on the Hill 
features local residents ringing in the holidays l By Justin Reynolds

Opening hearts, souls, 
and minds with new age 
music at Studio Unicorn
By Justin Reynolds
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Mark Twain Library Art Show opens to the public Saturday 
By Lisa Goldstein

Community shares ideas at Granite Church open house l By Jessie Wright

The 50th Anniversary Mark 
Twain Library Art Show opens 
with a ticketed Golden Jubilee 
Preview Reception on Friday 
evening, December 2, and will 
remain hanging throughout the 
library until Sunday, December 11. 
For the third consecutive year, an 
online exhibition will complement 
the spectacular hanging gallery 
allowing attendees to view and 
purchase any of the art both in-
person and virtually. 

BeFoundation held an open 
house for the community at the 
former Georgetown Bible Church 
(also known as the “Granite 
Church”) in Georgetown on 
Sunday, November 20. Over 200 
people attended throughout the day 
and enjoyed live music, food, and 
kids’ activities while also giving 
feedback on how the building 
should be used in the future as an 
arts and cultural center.

“We were so happy to see so 
many long-time Georgetown 
residents and we got many 
excellent ideas for uses of 
the church,” said Richard 
Wenning, Executive Director of 
BeFoundation. “From art circles 
to holiday concerts to speaker 
series to dancing. We look forward 
to bringing these ideas to life in 
partnership with the community.”

First Selectwoman Julia 
Pemberton was happy to see 
the successful event taking 
place. “Jam-packed parking 
lot, absolutely marvelous. It 
was terrific to see all that going 
on down in Georgetown,” said 
Pemberton at the November 21 
Board of Selectmen meeting. g

“Fifty years is a testament to the 
herculean efforts of the volunteers 
who make this show possible,” 
explained Art Show Chair Sandra 
Lugar. “Even with the challenges 
of a pandemic, the Art Show 
has prevailed. We are thrilled to 
continue this wonderful Redding 
tradition that is so important to our 
Library.”

This year’s Art Show attracted 
a record 230-plus artists to 
enter with more than 150 artists 

ultimately selected to be part of the 
show. Remarking on the growth of 
the Art Show, Exhibition Chair 
Angie Kane said, “Both the artist 
portfolios and the Silent Auction 
have grown in both number and 
quality in recent years. We also see 
more young and emerging artists, 
which complements the already 
exceptional work of the Art Show’s 
long-standing contributors.”

When asked about visiting the 
50th Anniversary Art Show, Kane 
reflected, “Taking a quiet moment 
to stroll through the Library 
gallery is a beautiful and enriching 
experience - that hasn’t changed in 
all the years of the Art Show.” 

This year’s Jurors of Selection 
are two local artists who have been 
deeply committed to the Art Show 
for decades. Painters Pamela Reese 
and Kathy Anderson have each 
shown their artwork in the show 
year after year; together they have 
also been in charge of putting up 
the display for the public, deciding 
just where to hang the various 
pieces that are accepted into this 
show. The Juror of Awards, who 
decides which of the works merit 
prizes, is award-winning Master 
Pastelist and Connecticut resident 
Peter Seltzer. 

The show will hang on panels 
throughout the Mark Twain 

Library’s rotunda, as well as on the 
walls amidst stacks of books, from 
Saturday, December 3 through 
Sunday, December 11. The Library 
will remain open to the public 
throughout. All works are for sale 
and will be available for viewing 
and purchasing both in-person and 
in a virtual gallery. The Library 
retains a 35-percent commission 
on the sales. All proceeds from 
the Friday evening Silent Auction, 
which features electronic bidding 
on artwork donated by many of the 
artists, go directly to support the 
Library. 

Often considered Redding’s 
“Party of the Year,” the Preview 
Reception is a festive time to 
spend a night out with friends, bid 
on additional pieces in a Silent 
Auction, and celebrate the many 
artists from the area who showcase 
their talents. The closing day 
festivities on Sunday afternoon, 
December 11 will feature the Joel 
Barlow Chamber Singers, who 
are back after a two-year hiatus, 
and present another opportunity to 
celebrate the rich artistic talents of 
local residents.

To highlight the spectacular 
occasion of a tradition that has 
been running for 50 years, the 
Library has also scheduled several 
art-themed programs throughout 

Photos by Linda Meyer Mitchell
(Left to right) Greg Young and Cathy Kane Young of BeFoundation and 
Maya, Drew, and Christie Cotter attend the November 20 open house event. 

Photos by Lisa Goldstein
Artists selected to be in the Mark Twain Library Art Show arrive on Novem-
ber 28 with their artwork to hang in the 50th Anniversary Art Show.

The Spadtastics, a band that plays all Grateful Dead music, performed a 
concert to close out the open house event.

Lisa Devine, Georgetown Village Restoration, Inc. board member, Cathy 
Kane Young of BeFoundation, and Kate Perry, also a Georgetown Village 
Restoration Inc. board member.

the month of December, including 
“Watercolor Wonders Workshop: 
Artistic Cookies” on Tuesday, 
December 6 at 7:00 p.m. and 
“Gleam, Gossip & Gold: Love 
and Loss in American Art” on 
Thursday, December 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
g

For more information on 
attending or to become a sponsor, 
visit www.marktwainlibrary.org/
fundraising/art/ or call 203-938-
2545.

The Library Gallery is open to the 
public:

Saturday, December 3: 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 4:
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Monday, December 5: 
10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 6: 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7: 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 8: 
10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Friday, December 9: 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 10: 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 11: 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

(Closing Reception begins at 
3:00 p.m.)

Redding’s Big Outdoors / Playing it safe outside / Continued from page 1

socks-over-pants look; and a small 
backpack can help you keep track 
of your keys, phone, and water 
bottles.

Don’t Go it Alone

Hiking solo can let you enjoy 
the peace and quiet of the natural 
world in a unique way; however, 
having a hiking buddy is safest. 
One of the things that makes 
hiking so exciting is the sense 
of adventure and the thrill of the 
unexpected. But the unexpected 
can also mean a twisted ankle or 
allergic reaction a couple of miles 
from civilization. It does happen – 
in fact, retrieving injured hikers is 
one of the skills practiced and used 
by Redding’s first responders. 

If you do choose to venture 
out alone, be sure to bring a fully-
charged phone and let someone 
know where you’re headed and 
when you’re expected back.

Water, Water Everywhere
Whether you’re planning a one-

hour hike on well-known trails or 
venturing out for a three-hour hike 
in a new area, pack a couple of 
snacks and plenty of water. You’ll 
never regret having supplies, 
especially if you’re unexpectedly 
delayed out on the trails. Despite 
the number of streams and 
wetlands around town, you should 
never drink unfiltered water from 
a natural water source. Despite 
how clear and refreshing they 
look, these water sources could 
be home to unwanted parasites 
and bacteria that will make you 
sick. Several outdoor outfitters sell 
water filtration systems that can be 
used to filter water in a pinch.

With proper precautions, hiking 
can be a blast, improving your 
mood and your fitness – so get out 
there! Happy trails. g

Jeanne Ammermuller 
is a member of the 

Redding Land Trust 
Board of Trustees 
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Business Spotlight

Need to satiate your sweet 
tooth? The solution might be found 
inside Deb’s Cookie Cupboard, 
a boutique cookie company that 
sells a variety of tasty treats – 
including chocolate chip, peanut 
butter chocolate chip, walnut 
chocolate chip, oatmeal raisin, and 
gingerbread cookies, as well as 
gluten-free options.

Deb’s Cookie Cupboard is the 
brainchild of Deb Owen, who 
grew up in Westport but moved to 
Redding to raise her now-grown 
children. In October 2020, Owen 
launched the sweets business with 

the support of her friends and 
family — and, in particular, her 
daughter Alexa.

“Her encouragement and 
technological, physical, and 
spiritual support were hugely 
helpful,” Owen said. 

Owen, who worked as a school 
counselor in New Canaan for 
most of her career and retired fi ve 
years ago, operates Deb’s Cookie 
Cupboard with a Connecticut 
Cottage Food Operators License. 
As a result, you won’t fi nd her 
cookies in stores or restaurants; she 
can only sell directly to customers.

Deb’s Cookie Cupboard Tasty treats served in an unforgettable way l By Justin Reynolds

Redding Wines & Spirits under new ownership l By Justin Reynolds

Photo courtesy of Deb Owen

Deb Owen, owner of “Deb’s Cookie Cupboard” showcases recent cookie 
orders at her home in Redding.

Photos courtesy of Redding Wines & Spirits
Desmond and Danielle Lim are the new owners of Redding Wines & Spirits
on Blackrock Turnpike.

Redding Wines & Spirits provides wine, beer, and spirits to local customers.

For the most part, Owen’s 
cookies are sold out of a colorful 
cupboard that sits on her front 
walkway. She recently added a 
delivery option on her website, “so 
we’ll see how that unfolds,” she 
said.

“My cookies are made in my 
own kitchen,” Owen said. “I 
mainly serve Redding since the 
model required people to pick up 
their orders at my house. But I 
do have customers coming from 
Weston, Wilton, Georgetown, and 
Bethel on occasion.” 

Her idea to sell cookies out of 
a cupboard can be traced back to a 
trip Owen took to Lasqueti Island 
in British Columbia where her 
daughter was living at the time.

“There were colorful cookie 
cupboards all over the island fi lled 
with cookies and operated on a 
self-serve basis,” Owen said. “The 
charm of this model, coupled with 
the restrictions we all felt from 
the pandemic, formulated how I 
wanted to launch my cookies. My 
goal was to make this simple, safe, 
and satisfying for customers.”

To start the business, Owen’s 
daughter Alexa set up a website, 
advertised on a local Facebook 
page, and created her own 
Facebook page called Deb’s 
Cookie Cupboard. Customers 
place their orders through e-mail 
by Tuesday of each week and 
pick up their cookies at Owen’s 
cupboard on Thursday.

“I put my cupboard out on my 
walkway and put each order in a 

If you’ve stopped by Redding 
Wines & Spirits over the last few 
weeks, you may have noticed 
some new faces behind the counter 
– alongside some familiar ones.

brown bag with the customer’s 
name on it,” Owen explained. 
“People can pick them up at their 
convenience.” 

Owen accepts payment via 
PayPal, Venmo, cash, and check.

“My cupboard has a little 
drawer if customers choose the 
latter payment options,” Owen 
explained.

All her life, Owen has had a 
passion to craft and create artwork 
that was inspirationally driven – 
“food for the soul”, as she explains 
it. “I wanted my work to uplift 
and bring joy to those who wanted 
it,” Owen said. “This led me to 
participate in many craft fairs over 
the last 20 years.” 

After retiring, Owen decided 
to expand her creativity to include 
something that was “literally food 
for the palate,” she said. “Hence, 
hearty and delicious cookies were 
born,” Owen said. “I found a new 
and fun way to bring joy into 
people’s lives.”

Owen launched her business 
during the pandemic, and the 
cupboard made each transaction 
a contactless experience that took 
place in the fresh air.

“I was so excited that people 
were ordering that I’d often run 
out when I saw people drive up, 
don my mask, and introduce 
myself from afar,” Owen said. “I 
got a lot of business, and my heart 
just swelled with gratitude for all 
the people in my community who 
wanted to support me.” 

In addition to selling cookies 

In October, husband-and-
wife Weston residents Desmond 
and Danielle Lim bought the 
liquor store, which is located at 
119 Blackrock Turnpike next to 

out of her cupboard, Owen attends 
craft fairs, too. Recently, she’s had 
a great time selling her treats at 
the Georgetown Farmers’ Market. 
Coming up, you’ll fi nd her at The 
Scandinavian Club in Fairfi eld on 
December 3 and at the Redding 
Artisan Holiday Fair at John Read 
Middle School on December 10. 
Each event runs from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.

In addition to what’s available 
on her website, Owen does custom 
orders.

“I was invited to bake 300 
cookies for the Redding Land 
Trust annual dinner this summer,” 
she said. “Just recently, I made 
takeaway gifts for each guest at a 
wedding. Hopefully, I can grow 
the business this way, too.” 

When Owen fi rst launched her 
business, she had a neighborly 
idea: gift cookies to people who 
just moved into town. Several 
families took her up on the offer.

“It made me feel so good to be 
able to do this,” she said.

Since then, she’s had a hard 
time keeping track of when new 
families move into town. So, if 
your family’s new to town, Owen 
encourages you to get in touch 
with her.

“I will gift you some cookies,” 
she said. g

For more information on 
Deb’s Cookie Cupboard, visit 
debscookiecupboard.com and fi nd 
her on Facebook.

Pignone’s Redding Ridge Market, 
that has been open for more than 
17 years. 

The new owners are keeping the 
store’s two part-time employees, 
Wayne and Chris, who have been 
with the store since its inception.

“We bought the shop because 
we’ve always wanted to be 
business owners, especially in a 
small town,” Desmond said. “My 
wife and I are currently there full-
time, and we have two wonderful 
part-time employees.”

The Lims – who have lived 
all over, including Buffalo, Las 
Vegas, Manhattan, and Colorado 
– moved to Weston in May 2022.

“My wife is from Canada, 
and I was born in Singapore,” 
Desmond said. “We hope to make 

Do you run a business in 
Stamford, Westchester or NYC?
We want to be your phone company!
We are CT-based, and make remote work EASY.

Visit Us At CCiVoice.com       Phone: 203-938-8400

Formerly known as

Connecticut our permanent home.” 
Both Lims have backgrounds in 

the hospitality industry. Danielle 
worked in hotels for more than 20 
years, including serving as District 
Manager overseeing quality 
control for hotels in the Midwest. 
Desmond, who went to the famed 
Le Cordon Bleu culinary school in 
Las Vegas, has worked in kitchens 
for almost as long. 

Their vision for the store is 
simple. “It’s a liquor store for 
all your needs,” Desmond said. 
“We sell wine, beer, and spirits 
– including specialty bourbons, 
whiskeys, gins, and other hard-to-
fi nd items.”

Looking ahead, the Lims hope 
to cater to local customers’ needs 
and preferences as best as they can. 

“I will be bringing in a rotating 
selection from time-to-time,” he 
continued. “We’re also looking to 
bring in more sustainable products 
while not compromising on 
quality.”

Since buying the store, the Lims 
have updated their point-of-sale 
system to make payments easier 
for customers. “We’re also looking 
to bring back wine tasting and the 
Wine of the Month club in the near 
future,” Desmond said. “We may 
have some impromptu tastings 
as holiday business picks up, but 
probably won’t have any offi cial 
events until the new year.” g

Redding Wines & Spirits is 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m., Monday through Saturday, 
and closed Sundays. For more 
information on the store, visit 
facebook.com/reddingwines and 
follow the company on Instagram 
@reddingwines. 

Trying to drum up sales 
for the holidays?

Advertising in the Sentinel is a great 
way to reach your neighbors in Redding.
e-mail advertise@reddingsentinel.org or 

call 203.938.3800 to learn more.
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How would it feel to awaken 
with a deep sense that your life 
went all wrong and that you did it to 
yourself? Or were there mitigating 
factors? Revolutionary Road, by 
Richard Yates, portrays torsions 
of loneliness and uncertainty that 
beset a young Connecticut couple 
trapped by wrong assumptions. 
Their dreams turn into nightmares. 

Broadly, Yates believes 
capitalism’s corporate assumptions 
menace individual identity. The 
result can be cruelly deleterious. 
William Whyte’s The Organization 
Man, published in 1956, examined 
the sociology of post-war cultural 
change. It would make a suitable 
companion piece to further explore 
what Yates feared was fatal to spirit. 
Americans did not have words for 
existential failure on the heels of 
global victory. Instead, modern 
devices sustained a mythic mythos 
through (among many other 
dubious offerings) television’s 
The Wonderful World of Disney 
(in color!) and Father Knows 
Best. The proliferation of televised 
westerns mollified aggressions 
vicariously. Advertising amped up 
desire “to keep up with the Joneses” 

until America became saturated 
with planned obsolescence and 
invidious comparison. Aggression 
answered frustration. JFK was 
assassinated and Vietnam loomed 
on the horizon. Alienation that 
began in Eisenhower’s America 
erupted into social discord and 
protest under Johnson. 

Suburban angst has been 
explored by John Cheever, John 
Updike, and Sloan Wilson among 
others. None had the particular 
power of Richard Yates. Yates 
examined, with persuasive lyrical 
authority, how emotional fallout 
affects individuals when tensions 
between what is real and ersatz 
turn destructive.

Many novelists wrote good 
books and found acclaim; 
Richard Yates wrote great books 
and was ignored. Posthumously 
reconsidered as among the 
greatest fiction writers of the 20th 
century, Yates embodied lyricism 
in modern realism in a voice as 
vivid and lucid as any of his day. 
Revolutionary Road was his debut, 
published in 1961 (adapted into 
a film in 2008 starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet in their 
first post-Titanic casting together). 

Realism’s elucidating voice 
in novels has faded somewhat in 
recent years, replaced by tedious 
accounts of grievance, political 
screeds, and celebrity rehabilitation 
memoirs. If loneliness is freedom’s 
existential malaise, these books 
offer comfort of a kind, but like 
wrong romance, it is satisfaction 
without redemption. Richard 
Yates’s renewed reputation is a 
sign that culture’s need for truth 
endures.  g

                                         
Review by Tom Casey

Tom is the author of Human 
Error and Strangers’ Gate

By Erin Shea Dummeyer 

   We are lucky to live in a town 
where residents are committed to 
remembering and preserving our 
collective past. The Mark Twain 
Library has its own local history 
section with house histories, 
ephemera, and hyperlocal 
reference resources available. It 
has recently been organized and 
re-cataloged to make researching 
local history even easier for 

residents. We have a house history 
section that can be used to find 
information about old houses in 
town. Even if your house doesn’t 
have a record yet, we can create 
a new house history from your 
documents. Recently someone 
came in with old photos she found 
in the attic of her colonial home, 
and we made digital versions of 
the photos and printed out copies 

I am honored that Margi has 
given me a “guest appearance” on 
this week’s Good Books for Good 
Readers column. As we reflect 
on our Thanksgiving gatherings 
and enter another holiday season 
(which can be filled with family 
relationships both cherished and 
fraught),  I must recommend a 
series of books by one of my 
favorite authors, Marilynne 
Robinson. Her three-part “Gilead” 
series, which includes Gilead, 
Home, and Lila, is a contemplative, 
tender meditation on family, 
small-town community, and what 
it means to exist in an imperfect, 
beautiful world. 

The three books all follow 

Good books for good readers l By Jessie Wright

the same familiar characters, 
exploring the events in their 
lives from different perspectives. 
Robinson uncovers new insights 
in each book, the contours of the 
story becoming increasingly rich 
as the series unfolds. Gilead is 
written as a letter from an aging 
minister, John Ames, to his young 
son. Home follows the minister’s 
neighbor, Glory, as she moves 
back to their small town to take 
care of her ailing father. Lila then 
expands the story of Ames’s young 
wife, weaving her life into the 
fabric of the two families.

What I love most about 
Robinson’s prose is her ability 
to honor the simple moments 

of life as profound. There were 
multiple times while reading this 
series when I was compelled to 
put my book down for a moment 
and savor a sentence or passage, 
letting her words wash over 
me. You will not find action-
adventure in these pages, yet the 
lives of the families Robinson 
has created will hold you riveted 
with their familiar simplicity. As 
the character John Ames writes in 
Gilead, “Sometimes I have loved 
the peacefulness of an ordinary 
Sunday. It is like standing in a 
newly planted garden after a warm 
rain. You can feel the silent and 
invisible life.” g

to start her house history file. Next 
time you’re in for a visit, we would 
be happy to show you this small 
part of the library’s collection that 
houses some of our town’s most 
interesting stories. g

Erin Shea Dummeyer
is Director, Mark Twain Library

Revolutionary Road
By Richard Yates
355 pp. Vintage. $16

Book Review Library Corner  

The 1968 drama film Rachel, 
Rachel includes scenes filmed 
in Georgetown, among other 
Connecticut locations. Actor Paul 
Newman made his directorial 
debut with the film, and his wife, 
actress Joanne Woodward, starred 
in the movie.

The movie was adapted from 

the 1966 novel A Jest of God 
by Margaret Laurence. Other 
Connecticut film locations 
included Bethel and Danbury. 
Newman and Woodward lived in 
Westport at the time where they 
raised their family.

The plot follows Rachel 
Cameron, a shy, 35-year-old 
unmarried schoolteacher living 
with her widowed mother in an 
apartment above the funeral home 
once owned by her father in a 
small town in Connecticut. 

School is out for the summer, 
and Rachel anticipates a typical 
boring summer at home with her 
mother. After a confusing episode 
with her friend Calla at a church 
service, however, she encounters 
Nick, her former high-school 
classmate, with whom she has her 
first sexual experience. 

Mistaking lust for love, she 
begins to plan a future with Nick, 
but he leads her to believe he already 

has a wife and child. Believing 
that she is pregnant, Rachel plans 
to leave town and raise the child. 
With Calla’s assistance, she finds 
another teaching job in Oregon, 
but before the summer ends, she 
learns that she is not pregnant. 
Rachel then tells her mother she 
will relocate and that her mother 
may accompany her if she wishes. 

Bob Keleman, the current 
owner of Bouton Funeral Home 
where scenes from the movie were 
filmed, was still a student at the 
American Academy McAllister 
Institute of Funeral Service in 
New York City when he visited the 
home that year. He doesn’t recall 
the movie, but he does remember 
hearing about it from local people 
who were around at the time it was 
made.

“All the owners at that time are 
now deceased. I was associated 
with the funeral home for 15 years 
before taking ownership in 2017, 

and I heard the neighbors from time 
to time talking about it,” Keleman 
explained. “I know that after the 
movie, Mr. Newman would always 
stop to say hello if he was in the 
area. When he passed, they called 
on us to handle his funeral.” 

Excerpts on the “History of 
Redding” non-profit website 
(historyofredding.net) cite an 
article from the Wilton Bulletin on 
August 23, 1967, describing the 
movie’s production in town:

“Filmmakers have been all over 
Georgetown, putting kids in trees, 
tacking signs on the funeral home 
(Bouton’s), and cleaning up the 
Bonner Playhouse cellar. Until 
this week they worked mostly at 
night when traffic was slight and 
younger children should have 
been in bed. Kayos Productions 
has spent two weeks at Bouton’s 
and will get to the Playhouse next 
week, after which it will depart.” 

Daytime shooting that “blocked 

Main Street off with big orange 
trucks and set up dolly tracks 
for the camera along the south 
sidewalk, past Tony’s Cafe, an 
unrented storefront, and Sam n’ 
Skip’s” included scenes from the 
movie where Joanne Woodward 
gets hit by a jeep and is taken off 
in an ambulance.

Rachel, Rachel received four 
Oscar nominations. Estelle Parsons 
was nominated for Best Supporting 
Actress, Woodward was nominated 
for Best Actress, Stewart Stern was 
nominated for Best Screenplay, 
and the entire film for Best Picture. 
Newman won a Golden Globe for 
Best Director, and Woodward won 
a Golden Globe for Best Actress. 
They also both won the top awards 
from the New York Film Critics 
Circle. Paul Newman’s obituary in 
Associated Press mentions Rachel, 
Rachel twice. The movie was 
released on DVD in 2009. g

Movie Series

Rachel, Rachel l By Donna Christopher

Obituary

Balint John “Bill” Soltesz, 
75, passed away peacefully on 
November 26th, at Danbury 
Hospital after a long illness, with 
his wife Joan at his side. Bill was 
born in Bridgeport, CT August 20, 
1947, the son of the late Balint and 
Mary (Ciaffone) Soltesz.

Bill grew up in Fairfield and 
graduated from Roger Ludlowe 
High School. A first-generation 
college graduate, he worked 
throughout his college years 
to finance 100% of his tuition 
and expenses. He earned a BS 
in Marketing from Central 
Connecticut State University, 

Balint J. Soltesz  

and his MS in Guidance from the 
University of Bridgeport. After 
a brief period as a high school 
teacher, he had a distinguished 40-
year career in Human Resources 
with SVG Lithography, Bayer, 
Pfizer, and Save the Children.

Bill’s greatest source of joy 
was his family. He and Joan raised 
their children in Redding where 
he coached little league, and 
actively supported the Mark Twain 
Library, New Pond Farm, and all 
his children’s sports teams and 
activities. In later years, he became 
a huge fan of the College of Holy 
Cross and wore his “Holy Cross 

Dad” hat with love and great pride. 
An avid history buff of World War 
II and the Vietnam War, he was an 
excellent example of a life-time 
learner.

He will be lovingly missed by 
his wife Joan, daughter Elizabeth 
(William) Twersky, grandson Jack 
Soltesz Twersky, many brothers 
and sisters in law and nieces and 
nephews. Bill was predeceased by 
his parents, his sister Deborah, and 
his beloved son William (Billy).

A funeral mass will be 
celebrated on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2022, at 10:00 
AM at Saint Mary’s Church; 

55 Catoonah Street, Ridgefield. 
Interment will take place 
privately; there will be no calling 
hours. Memorial contributions 
may be made in Bill’s name to New 
Pond Farm Education Center, 
101 Marchant Road, Redding CT 
06896; http://newpondfarm.org. 

Kane Funeral Home, Ridgefield 
is in care of arrangements. g
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The Natural World

Saugatuck Reservoir rebounding from summer drought l By Donna Christopher

The Saugatuck Reservoir, sur-
rounded by a lush forest and where 
fishing is a common pastime, is the 
largest of a three-reservoir system 
by Aquarion Water Company that 
supplies drinking water to sever-
al Fairfield County towns. Over 
the past several months, passers-
by may have noticed the effects 
of the summer drought, revealing 
stretches of the reservoir bed and 

and engineering talent that result-
ed in the land acquisition, design, 
and construction of the Saugatuck 
Reservoir in Weston (which is 
impounded by the dam that now 
bears his name) in addition to the 
Trap Falls Reservoir in Shelton 
and the Easton Lake Reservoir in 
Easton.

The reservoir systems de-
signed and constructed by Senior 
have met the public water supply 
needs of the Bridgeport region 
through the post-World War I in-
dustrial boom and the post-World 
War II baby boom. 

In more recent years, these res-
ervoirs have allowed Aquarion to 
help solve regional water supply 
needs with expansion to Redding 
and interconnections to water sys-
tems in Ridgefield, Darien, New 
Canaan, Stamford, and Green-
wich. While most properties in 
Redding have private wells for 
water, there are 52 Aquarion cus-
tomers in town. Today, Aquari-
on’s Greater Bridgeport System 
serves more than 370,000 people 
in the municipalities of Bridge-
port, Easton, Fairfield, Monroe, 
Newtown, Norwalk, Redding, 
Shelton, Stratford, Trumbull, 
Weston, Westport, and Wilton. 
The Greater Bridgeport System 
also supplies water to Aquari-
on-owned systems in Ridgefield, 
New Canaan, Darien, and Stam-
ford. 

In total, the system’s average 
annual demand is about 43.5 mil-
lion gallons per day. While the 
summer drought created dramatic 
changes in the visual appearance 
of the Saugatuck and Aspetuck 

Photo and figures courtesy of Aquarion Water Company

dried vegetation. However, water 
levels seem to be rebounding.

“I drove by the Saugatuck and 
Aspetuck Reservoir today and the 
Aspetuck is at a normal level, said 
Sean McNamara, Redding’s Dep-
uty Tree Warden.

“We did experience a severe 
drought and it was very tough on 
many of our trees and shrubs. We 
have had some precipitation since 

the summer, so hopefully, things 
are getting back to normal. I sus-
pect it will be a snowy winter,” 
McNamara continued.

The Saugatuck, Aspetuck, and 
Hemlocks Reservoirs make up 
the Hemlocks Reservoir System, 
which is the largest supplier to 
Aquarion’s Greater Bridgeport 
System. Water from the Saugatuck 
Reservoir in Weston flows by 
gravity through a six-foot diam-
eter tunnel and pipeline system 
into the Aspetuck Reservoir. From 
Aspetuck, water flows to the Hem-
locks Reservoir in Fairfield where 
it is withdrawn for treatment at the 
William S. Warner Water Treat-
ment Plant. The three reservoirs, 
each with their own independent 
watersheds totaling 57 square 
miles, together impound close to 
15.8 billion gallons of water.

The Saugatuck Reservoir con-
tains “raw water,” explained Faze-
kas. “The water is treated at our 
Fairfield treatment plant. The wa-
ter moves from the Saugatuck Res-
ervoir to the Aspetuck Reservoir to 
the final primary resource which is 
Hemlocks Reservoir in Fairfield. 
No water from Saugatuck directly 
goes to the customers.”

The Hemlocks Reservoir Sys-
tem was designed at the turn of 
last century by Samuel P. Senior, 
a water company engineer. Senior 
recognized the need for more res-
ervoir storage to meet the water 
supply needs of Bridgeport Hy-
draulic Company’s (later renamed 
Aquarion Water Company) grow-
ing industrial service area around 
Bridgeport.

Senior had the vision, tenacity, 

Reservoirs, the system was able to 
meet water demands without emer-
gency measures being implement-
ed.

“The 2022 reservoir levels are 
above 2016 drought levels and 
did not require any emergency ac-
tions,” said Aquarion Director of 
Corporate Communications Peter 
Fazekas. “This is due to our annual 
mandatory irrigation schedule in 13 
towns/cities and because of infra-
structure improvements Aquarion 
completed after the 2016 drought.” 

The drought had left many oth-
er Fairfield County municipalities 
having to manage the overuse of 
water. 

On October 7, a water emergen-
cy was declared in Norwalk. Nor-
walk had historically low levels of 
rain, including the least amount of 
rain on record in 43 years, accord-
ing to Mayor Harry Rilling’s an-
nouncement. The city is supplied 
its public water by Norwalk First 
District Water Department. Under 
the water emergency, restrictions 
are in place for watering lawns, 
car washing, and power washing, 
among other measures.

Aquarion expects drought condi-
tions to improve by next year, Faze-
kas said.

“Based on our modeling, we ex-
pect our reservoirs to fill in the nor-
mal spring timeframe.” g

Aquarion water conserva-
tion measures are available at 
aquarionwater.com/conservation/
water-supply-update/ct-water-
supply-updates

Aquarion Water Company of CT

rate-hike proposal, calling for 
legislation to provide energy-cost 
relief to Connecticut residents. 
A special legislative session was 
scheduled for Monday, November 
28.

“I am disappointed electric 
distribution utilities are enjoying 
historic profits at the same 
time electric generation rates 
are increasing and customers 
are experiencing economic 
hardships,” Lamont said. “I call on 
UI and Eversource to come to the 
table with solutions that recognize 
their investors and executives can 
and should support customers 
while we work together towards 
long-term solutions that untether 
us from the volatility of global 
fossil fuel markets.”

Angelica Fontanez, Director of 
Social Services for the Town of 
Redding, said that she anticipates 
a hike in electricity rates will 
increase the number of people 
needing energy assistance this 
year. “This is going to impact a 
lot of my clients, who are already 
struggling to pay their bills,” 

Fontanez said. Redding’s Social 
Service department can assist 
residents in applying for state and 
federal energy-cost assistance 
programs. Households who do not 
qualify for state or federal energy 
cost assistance, or who may need 
additional help with crisis energy 
bills, can also apply through 
Redding Social Services for the 
Operation Fuel Program.

Help Is Available

To better weather the winter and 
increased energy costs - a variety 
of resources can help:

• Contact Angelica Fontanez, 
Director of Social Services for the 
Town of Redding, at 203-938-3580 
for more information on available 
energy-cost assistance programs.

• Applications are now open for 
the 2022-23 winter season of the 
Connecticut Energy Assistance 
Program (CEAP). Benefits 
average at $400 in aid but can be 
higher depending on household 
income and need. Applications 

Proposed rate hike would double Connecticut electricity prices
Continued from page 1

are available at portal.ct.gov/
heatinghelp

• You may qualify for a no-cost 
home energy assessment. Learn 
more at energizect.com/energy-
evaluations/income-eligible-
options

• Eversource offers payment-plan 
options and balance forgiveness 
programs. Find more information 
at eversource.com/content/ct-c/
res iden t ia l / account -b i l l ing /
payment-assistance

• Year-round help with utility and 
energy costs can be found through 
Operation Fuel at operationfuel.
org

• Connecticut customers have the 
option of selecting an alternative 
– i.e., non-Eversource - supplier 
for their electricity supply. To 
learn more go to eversource.com/
content/ema-c/residential/account-
billing/manage-bill/about-your-
bill/supplier-options/electric-
supplier-options g

Photo by Debora DeCarlo Rosa

Photo by Sharon Epstein
Patricia Nelson, the Redding Garden Club’s November Luncheon chair, 

shows off arrangements created by floral designer Michael Derouin for the 
Club’s November 9 Luncheon. Members from area clubs, including Bethel 
Garden Club and the Garden Club of Newtown, joined Redding members 
to watch the demonstration and learn tips and techniques for creating fes-

tive arrangements for the holidays.
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Calendar of Events
$ = fee applies

R = registration required

Arts 

C hildren, Teens

Friday, Dec. 2 —
Sunday, Dec. 11

50th Anniversary Mark Twain 
Library Art Show
Consult the MTL website for 
times and events
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org

g

Saturday, Dec. 3
Lyrics Coffeehouse – 
David Morgan
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Redding Community Center
37 Lonetown Road
townofreddingct.org
$

g

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Ridgefield Independent Film 
Festival – Surprising Shorts
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Ridgefield Library
472 Main Street
Ridgefield
riffct.org
R

g

Saturday, Dec. 10
Writing Workshop: Call & 
Response
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Aldrich Museum
258 Main Street
Ridgefield
thealdrich.org
$, R

g

Saturday, Dec. 10
Exhibition Tour:
Out of the Kress Vaults:
Women in Sacred Renaissance 
Painting
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Fairfield University Art Museum
200 Barlow Road (for GPS 
location) 
Fairfield
fairfield.edu/museum/kressvaults

R

Saturday, Dec. 3
Open Arts Studio for Families
10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Recommended for ages 5-10
Grace Farms, West Barn
365 Lukes Wood Road
New Canaan
gracefarms.org
$

g

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Indoor Gingerbread Story Time
1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
For ages 3-5
Gingerbread stories, songs, and 
games with a tasty treat
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Thursday, Dec. 8
Indoor Kindergarten Hot 
Chocolate Story Time
4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.
Wintery stories, mini-movies, and 
hot chocolate
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Holiday

Thursday, Nov. 17 — 
Friday, Dec. 18

Keeler Tavern Holiday Boutique 
in the Barn
Thursdays – Sundays
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Keeler Tavern Museum and 
History Center
152 Main Street
Ridgefield
keelertavernmuseum.org

g

Meetings Friday, Nov. 25 — 
Saturday, Dec. 31

A Holiday Wonderland at the 
Mansion
Lockwood-Mathews Mansion 
Museum
(Wed. – Fri.) 12:00 p.m., 1:00 
p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. 
(Sat. – Sun.) 12:00 p.m., 12:30 
p.m., 1:00 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2:00 
p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:00 p.m.
295 West Avenue
Norwalk
See website for times
lockwoodmathewsmansion.com
$, R

g

Friday, Dec. 2
Holiday Tree Lighting
4:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m.
Wakeman Town Farm
134 Cross Highway
Westport 
wakemantownfarm.org

g

Friday, Dec. 2
Music on the Hill 
“Sounds of the Season”
7:30 p.m. 
Wilton Congregational Church
70 Ridgefield Road
Wilton
musiconthehillct.org

g

Friday, Dec. 2 – 
Saturday, Dec. 3

Ridgefield Holiday Stroll
Ridgefield Holiday Stroll
Friday 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
400 Main Street
Ridgefield 
ridgefieldct.org

g

Saturday, Dec. 3
Jingle All the Way with Music 
on the Hill
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Holiday carols with bell ringers 
and singers; jingle bells crafts 
for kids
Wilton Historical Society
224 Danbury Road
Wilton
wiltonhistorical.org/events

g

Saturday, Dec. 3
The Mad Hatter Chorus 
Holiday Concert
3:00 p.m.
Church of Christ-Danbury
90 Clapboard Ridge Road
Danbury
danburycoc.org

g

Saturday, Dec. 3
Redding Town Tree Lighting
& Troop 306 Holiday Fair
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Redding Town Green
Hill Road / Route 107

g

Sunday, Dec. 4
Newtown Holiday Festival
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Main Street
Newtown
newtownyouthandfamilyservices.
org
$

g

Sunday, Dec. 4
Redding Historical Society 
Holiday Open House
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Lonetown Farm Museum
Tour the 1786 farmhouse, enjoy 
refreshments, and browse gifts 
for sale.
43 Lonetown Road
Redding

g

 Saturday, Dec. 3 
Danbury Library Holiday Craft 
Fair
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Danbury Library
170 Main Street
Danbury
danburylibrary.org

g 

Saturday, Dec. 3 
The New Fairfield/Sherman 
Animal Welfare Society
Holiday Boutique
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
All proceeds to benefit NFSAW 
shelter animals
The Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd
2 Colonial Road
New Fairfield
facebook.com/,nfsaw/events/

g

Saturday, Dec. 3 
Studio Workshop: 
Cookie Decorating
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Aldrich Museum
258 Main Street
Ridgefield
thealdrich.org
$, R

g

Saturday, Dec. 3 
– Sunday, Dec. 4 

Christmas Sip and Shop at St. 
Matthew Church
12:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. (Saturday)
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Sunday)
216 Scribner Avenue
Norwalk
Vendor info: 
Email SJest2@aol.com

g

Saturday, Dec. 10 
Redding Artisan Holiday Fair
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
John Read Middle School
486 Redding Road

Special Programs

Thursday, Dec. 1
iPhone Photography – Photo 
Editing and Enhancements
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
Zoom 
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Saturday, Dec. 3
Winter Walk sponsored by 
Friends and Neighbors of 
Putnam Park
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Interpretive guide leads group on 
an historical and archeological 
tour of the Park
Putnam Memorial State Park
499 Black Rock Turnpike

g

Monday, Dec. 5
World Affairs Forum:
Environmental Leadership 
Around the World: Who Will 
Take the Lead if the U.S. Steps 
Down?
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Mark Twain Library 
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Thursday, Dec. 15
Author Talk:
Revolutionary Philanthropy – 
with Author Scott MacMillan
7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Mark Twain Library 
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org
R

g

Saturday, Dec. 17
Wreaths Across America Event 
at the Ridge Cemetery
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Fife & drums, regiments, musket 
shooting
Sponsored by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution and 
Redding Historical Society
Redding Ridge Cemetary
78 Black Rock Turnpike
townofreddingct.org

Crafts

Saturday, Dec. 10
Children’s Victorian Christmas 
Tea Party
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Benefits the Bethel Historical 
Society
1842 Second Meeting House
40 Main Street
Bethel
bethelhistoricalsociety.com
$, R

g

Saturday, Dec. 10
Family Day:
Family Relationships in 
Renaissance Art
12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Children ages 4 -10
Fairfield University Art Museum
200 Barlow Road (for GPS 
location)
Fairfield
fairfield.edu/museum/kressvaults/
R

Saturday, Dec. 10
Breakfast with Santa
9:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Enjoy a pancake breakfast while 
visiting with Santa – proceeds 
benefit the Melissa McFadden 
Scholarship Fund.
Riverbrook Regional YMCA
404 Danbury Road
Wilton
wiltonymca.org
$, R

g

Sunday, Dec. 18
Georgetown Holiday Fair
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Holiday parade, treats, and 
visits with Santa
Main Street
Georgetown

g

Sunday, Dec. 18
Stew Leonard’s Menorah 
Lighting
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
With Rabbi Yehoshua Hecht of 
Beth Israel Chabad of Westport/
Norwalk
Followed by live music, kosher 
refreshments
100 Westport Avenue
Norwalk
stewleonards.com
R

Thursday, Dec. 1
Redding Safety Committee
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Zoom
townofreddingct.org

g

Friday, Dec. 2
Er9 Boards of Education Policy 
Committee
9:00 a.m.
Live or Zoom
Er9 Boards of Education Office
654 Morehouse Road
Easton
er9.org

g

Monday, Dec. 5
ER9 Boards of Education DEI 
Task Force
7:00 p.m.
Live or Zoom
Joel Barlow High School - 
Room A106
100 Black Rock Turnpike
er9.org

g

Monday, Dec. 5
Park and Recreation 
Commission Special Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Zoom  
townofredding.org

g

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Economic Development 
Committee
8:30 a.m.
Town Hall / Conference Room
100 Hill Road
townofredding.org

g

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Redding Board of Education
7:00 p.m.
John Read Middle School
486 Redding Road
johnreadps.org

g

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Conservation Commission
7:30 p.m.
Zoom
townofredding.org

g

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Brown Bag Lunch with First 
Selectwoman
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room
100 Hill Road
townofredding.org

g

Wednesday, Dec. 7
Redding Historic Cemetary 
Committee
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Town Hall / Hearing Room
100 Hill Road
townofredding.org

g

Thursday, Dec. 8
ARPA Funds Working Group
5:00 p.m.
Zoom 
townofreddingct.org

g

Thursday, Dec. 8
West Redding Fire District 
Commissioners
7:00 p.m.
West Redding Firehouse
306 Umpawaug Road
westreddingfiredepartment.org
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Jodi Langford 
203.733.8804

Mike Anderson
203.770.3349

Peri Bartro 
203.240.5919

Rita Craig Rush 
917.846.2281

Alexis Bennett 
203.313.3110

Kim Cuniberti 
203.733.6976

Tim Dent 
203.470.5605

Donna DiBartolo 
203.858.0597

Margi Esten 
203.241.8453

John Frey 
203.240.0624

Liz Furrer 
203.733.0678

Sarah Nicole Goguen 
773.343.6498

Lara DiBari Tersigni 
203.482.2790

Carol Hanlon  
203.240.1233

Joanne Grasso 
203.733.9344

Deb Haws 
203.241.7977

Debbie Gore 
203.417.5692

George Hanlon 
203.240.1234

Jefferson Guthrie 
203.788.9400

Charlie Knoche 
203.731.7770

Sharon Hoverman 
203.733.5073

Marilyn Sloper 
203.770.6240

Ira Stone 
203.240.5754

Anne Schmiedel 
203.470.9159

Lonnie Shapiro 
203.731.7722

Denise Taylor 
860.977.3699

Terri Tournas 
203.561.5893

Adrian Voss 
203.241.7957

Kenn/Betsy Olbrych 
203.526.0697

Sarah Patterson 
203.417.6254

Marge Lanzara 
203.994.5301

Heather Lindgren 
646.932.4075

Carissa McMahon 
203.442.4159

Let our experienced REALTORS® guide you through the  
home buying process today!

You deserve the very best when finding the dream home you love!
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