
Water lilies bring early fall color to Huntington State Park in Redding. The park’s tranquil setting of open 
fields, woodlands, and ponds is a perfect place to hike, walk, and picnic. If you have a photo you’d like us 
to feature here, please e-mail editor@reddingsentinel.org 
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If you’re looking for a 
longer, more challenging hiking 
experience as the weather cools this 
fall, The Rock Lot and the Mary 
Evelyn Scott Nature Preserve offer 
a little bit of everything: Cliffs, 
water, deep woods and, on a clear 
day, views of Long Island Sound.

The trails essentially run 
between Seventy Acre Road and 
Peaceable Street. There is parking 
in a small clearing on Peaceable 
Street (on the right just past the 
power station if coming from Rte. 
107) or on Mine Hill Road, which 
is across from the Seventy Acre 
Road trail head.

There are two primary trails 
blazed white – Duncan Munro 
(named after the one-time Redding 
Land Trust treasurer) and Joan’s 
Trail (named as a tribute to 
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Rock Lot and Scott Preserve l By Jeanne Ammermuller 

conservationist Joan Ensor on her 
90th birthday.)  There are also three 
blue-blazed trails. The Bypass 
allows you to skip a part of Joan’s 
Trail that requires some scrambling 
over a rocky ledge. The Cross Trail 
provides a link between Joan’s and 
Duncan Munro. The third, named 
after Lincoln Selleck, connects to 
Mountain Road.

The Seventy Acre Road end 
is the higher elevation, so keep 
in mind that one way is more 
strenuous. Joan’s trail is the 
shorter of the two trails, so one 
approach is to start on Peaceable 
Street and follow Joan’s Trail for 
the outbound (and mostly uphill) 
journey and Duncan Munro for the 
return. 

The full loop is about four miles 
through deep woods and over 

interesting geological features, 
with some flowing water here and 
there. The full trip can take around 
two and a half hours. 

There are some highlights to 
look for on your hike. Whaleback 
is a long, narrow rock formation 
with a touching dedication plaque 
on Joan’s trail. Warrup’s Rock is 
a rocky lookout about seventy-
five feet above the woody expanse 
below. And as you wend your way 
on Duncan Munro trail toward 
Peaceable Street, keep your eye 
out for an observatory on adjacent 
private property. 

Because the route takes you 
deep into the woods and it is not 
heavily travelled or populated, 
taking a hiking buddy and a map of 
the trails is highly recommended. 
The trails are well cleared but 
some of the blazes are faded so 
you have to pay attention. Maps 
are available in the Book of Trails 
and via hikingproject.com, a free 
resource.

According to the Redding 
Land Trust Book of Trails, The 
Rock Lot, once the property of 
pioneering feminist Elsie Hill, was 
threatened with development in the 
late 1960’s. Federal, state, town, 
and private contributions made it 
possible for the site to become the 
Town’s second largest open space 
purchase. 

Almost ten years later, an 
adjoining 106-acre tract of 
precipitous, rocky land was 
donated to the Land Trust by 
Katharine Whitaker Dyer and 
Elisha Dyer, in memory of Mary 
Evelyn Scott.

The tract was augmented in 
1978 by the gift of eight acres 
to the Land Trust from Cornelia 
Hochstrasser, and later by the 
Town’s acquisition of 15 acres on 
the west side of The Rock Lot. g

Rather than limit some of the 
abilities of the Planning and Zon-
ing commissions to make deci-
sions about accessory apartments 
in town, the Redding Board of 
Selectmen voted to opt out of 
Public Act 21-29 of the Connecti-
cut General Statutes at its special 
meeting on Sept. 19.

According to First Select-
woman Julia Pemberton, were 
Redding not to formally opt out 
by January of 2023, it would be 
required to have accessory dwell-
ing units of 1,200 square feet 
for any single-family property 
among other provisions. Redding 
currently permits 800 square feet 
with a special permit process.

She added that the town cur-
rently has a proposal to increase 
the square footage to 1,000 square 
feet. If Redding does not opt out, 
it would also eliminate the public 
hearing process.

“We think the public hearing 
process is important,” said Pem-
berton. “So we’re not opposed 
to accessory apartments. We’re 
looking to increase them our-
selves. But we do believe that the 
public should be able to be heard 
at a public hearing.”

Under the terms of this act, 
the parking requirement would 
be more than one parking space 
for each studio or one-bedroom 
dwelling unit or more than two 
parking spaces for each dwell-
ing unit with two or more bed-
rooms. Currently in Redding, a 
single-family dwelling must have 
two parking spaces per dwelling. 
Two-family and multi-family 
dwellings must have two parking 
spots for each two-bedroom or 
three-bedroom unit and 1 ½ for 
each studio or one-bedroom unit 
designed and restricted to the el-
derly. For residential apartments 
as accessories to dwellings there 
must be two parking spaces for an 
apartment plus two for the main 
dwelling.

“So if we do not opt out we 
would be prohibited from using 
our regulations and instead we 
would be required to follow what 
is the provision in this act, which 
would be slightly less parking,” 
said Pemberton. “We believe our 
parking regulations have mer-
it and we would prefer that any 
changes to our parking regula-
tions be made at the local level 
and not as of right in state regu-
lations.”

“As of right,” she explained, 
means able to be approved in 
accordance with the terms of the 
zoning regulation or regulations 
and without requiring that a pub-
lic hearing be heard. She also said 
Redding would not be opting out 
of every provision of the act.

“There are many aspects of 

In response to a recommenda-
tion by the Planning Commission, 
the Redding Board of Selectmen 
unanimously agreed to establish 
a committee to research the 
relevant issues and draft a proposal 
regarding the regulation of short-
term rentals (AirBnbs) in town.

The committee would report 
to the Board of Selectmen and 
be comprised of a maximum of 
five people. The planners also 
recommended that the committee 
include at minimum one 
representative each from Planning, 
Zoning and the newly established 
Economic Development 
Committee as well as the Zoning 
Enforcement Officer. If the 
town should hire a planner then 
consideration should be given as to 
whether and how they participate.

Redding does not currently 
regulate AirBnbs, nor do many of 
its neighboring communities. First 
Selectwoman Julia Pemberton said 
that one individual came forward 
to the Planning Commission and 
requested that the town create 
regulations for AirBnbs. In this 
case there is a residence on this 
individual’s road that seemed to be 
used almost entirely for AirBnbs 
with no indication that anyone 
actually lived in the single-family 
dwelling full-time.

Earlier this month Pemberton 
sent an e-mail to eighteen Western 
Connecticut communities on the 
topic of AirBnbs and received a lot 
of feedback. Stamford prohibits 
them in single-family zones. But 
many towns are considering them, 
including Wilton. Bethel does not 
permit them at this point. Many 
towns have regulations for bed and 
breakfasts under a special permit.

She also received a letter earlier 
this month from an individual who 
asked what the town’s regulations 
were because this individual was 
interested in purchasing property 
in Redding as an investment and 
not living in the property but hiring 
a manager whose sole purpose was 
using the single-family residence 
in a residential neighborhood as an 
AirBnb.

“I personally think it makes a 
lot of sense to set up a committee,” 
said Selectwoman Peg O’Donnell. 
“This is an issue that is not going 
to go away and so we should be at 
least discussing it.”

She noted that in other parts of 
the country, towns are considering 
the prohibition of that kind of use, 
such as in Portland, Maine.

“This is clearly an issue that 
has become a problem,” she said. 
“It’s better to be in front of it than 
behind it. We have people who are 
willing to sit down and take a look 
at this issue so we should do that.”

Pemberton added that Wilton 
is also exploring this but the only 

Continued on page 2

Whale Back at Rock Lot  / Photo by Jeanne Ammermuller
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Redding has an admirably high percentage of eligible voters registered 
to vote.

There are 6,387 registered voters in Redding, of a total population aged 
eighteen and over of 6,761 to 7,088 depending on which source and year we 
use.  That makes for an astonishing 90 - 94% voter registration percentage. 
Before we pat ourselves on the back too hard, let’s assume some of those 
registered voters have moved and not yet let us know. (The data show that 
Redding’s population declined over the past few years.)

Voter registration is, of course, a good thing. It is the first step toward 
active participation in government in the United States. And an important 
way for us to have a say in our local government.

There is a federally-declared Voter Registration Day every year – in 
2022, it was September 20.  You’ll find information from and about our 
local Registrars of Voters on page 6 of this issue of the Sentinel.

But there are important – critical – next steps to take after you register 
to vote.

First, please educate yourself about the candidates and issues on the 
ballot.  The Sentinel will be profiling candidates in the November elections 
in upcoming issues.  The League of Women Voters hosts information 
sessions before elections.  Ask the candidates themselves about their 
positions on key issues.

Second, vote. Vote absentee if you need to, or show up at the polls.  Just 
be sure you vote.

In the 2018 midterm elections, Connecticut’s voter turnout was 65%.  In 
Redding, 68% of voters made it to the polls. 

This means that more than 2,000 registered voters in Redding didn’t cast 
a vote in the midterm elections of 2018. (We’re using midterm figures here 
because they are the most directly comparable to our upcoming midterms 
on November 8. Midterm elections traditionally have lower turnout than in 
presidential election years.)

Each election year, the Connecticut Secretary of State awards the 
Democracy Cup to the four municipalities with the highest voter turnout 
rate in four size categories: small, mid-sized, large and city.  With fewer 
than 10,000 residents, Redding is in the “small” town category. In 2018, 
Washington won in this category with turnout of 87.66% — compared to 
our 68.10%.  To come first, we need to improve our turnout by twenty 
percentage points, at least, as this is predicted to be an election with higher 
turnout than usual.

Wouldn’t it be great for Redding to be known as a town that turns out? 
Let’s go for the Democracy Cup on November 8.  Tell your family, friends, 
neighbors – or random strangers you meet walking on Redding’s trails, or 
in the parking lot at the library or Caraluzzi’s  – to please turn out and help 
us come first in the rankings!

Register to vote!  
And then 

VOTE on November 8

   Justin Reynolds 
   Pamela Brown

Editorial Letters to the Editor 

To the Editor,
    Every day, hundreds of people drive through Redding emitting unnecessarily large volumes of greenhouse 
gases and particulate matter, the air pollutant most damaging to human health. They are easy to identify, because 
they generate an additional pollutant — loud noise from roaring engines.

When cars, trucks, and motorcycles are very loud it’s usually because the owners have illegally tampered 
with their exhaust systems and/or disabled emission controls. A large percentage of motorcycles fall into this 
category, as well as many pick-up trucks and most hot-rod type cars. The EPA estimates, for example, that the 
air-quality impact of a diesel pick-up truck with an “aftermarket defeat device” is about 16 times that of a com-
pliant, non-tampered truck.

My wife and I live in an old house close to the road. But I can still hear these vehicles when I am deep in 
the Redding woods walking with our dog. I wonder if others share our concerns. Perhaps we can encourage our 
legislators and police force to take some action to reduce this illegal, gratuitous, and harmful pollution.

Ken Swensen
Cross Highway

To the Editor,

I write in support of Toni Boucher’s candidacy for State Senator in the 26th District. 
Toni has the experience and knowledge to again serve as our District’s representative in the State Senate.  

She has been a leader in large corporations and small businesses.  She has worked tirelessly in various public 
roles from Wilton Selectman to State Representative to State Senate.  She has focused much of her career on 
educational issues and served successfully as Chair of the Wilton Board of Education and on the State Board of 
Education.  Toni has accomplished all of this while gaining a reputation for working hard, being dependable, and 
being willing to roll up her sleeves and get the job done.  

Connecticut and the 26th Senate District would benefit from Toni’s leadership.  Please support her on 
November 8th!! 

 
             Michael Thompson

Old Stagecoach Road   

To the Editor,

Vote in Support of Ceci Maher for State Senator of the 26th District and Anne Hughes for State Representative 
of the 135th District on November 8th! 

You won’t get empty promises from Ceci Maher or Anne Hughes, you will get action and that is why I urge 
you to vote November 8th for both candidates. 

Ceci Maher is not only endorsed by Jim Himes, Will Haskell, and Julia Pemberton because she could fit 
the role well, but she is also highly qualified through her work in the business sector, as a social worker, and as 
an innovative thinker. Ceci Maher has the backing of Mom’s Demand Action and supports mental health care 
reform. I have had the pleasure to talk and learn more from Ceci. I am impressed with her thinking not only of 
societal health, but also the way in which we legislate to create a healthy future for us all.  

Anne Hughes has represented part of Redding since 2019 and due to redistricting, will now represent the 
entire town. During her tenure, Anne has worked diligently to help pass the Paid Family Leave Act and balanced 
State Budget Act. Anne is a supporter of women’s issues and rights, concerned with our environment, and during 
the pandemic fought for access to PPE. Anne is accessible to her constituents and can often be found at any 
numerous town events. Anne shows us with her work that it isn’t just promises, she takes action. 

I urge you to take action November 8th by voting for Ceci Maher for State Senator of the 26th District and 
Anne Hughes for State Representative of the 135th District to secure an action-oriented government. See you 
November 8th at the Redding Community Center. 

Together we can secure a just future.
Aaron Bricker

Lamppost Drive

To the Editor,
Senator Toni Boucher is back!  Toni is in the trenches and once again fighting to protect our independent 

voices as parents when it comes to our children’s education.  Forced regionalization of our schools? Toni has 
consistently stood against that; rather, she strongly supports local control of education and respect for parent 
voices. Hartford is not qualified to dictate what is best for our schools, students, and parents.  Period. Full stop.  
As a parent of two teenagers who have enjoyed the exceptional public school system in Weston, I know that 
Senator Boucher is best qualified to ensure that our tradition of educational excellence, independent of Hartford 
bureaucracy, will continue.

Our Toni is Back—let’s give her our support on November 8th. 

Britta and Dan Lerner
Birch Hill Road, Weston 

Accessory apartments Selectmen vote to opt out of act to keep local flexibility
Continued from page 1

PA 21-29 that will apply to us,” she said. “We do have a housing 
incentive plan. We do have an affordable housing plan and we do plan 
to pursue the construction of affordable housing at a future date in the 
Georgetown section where we have public water and sewer and are able 
to accommodate that density. We’re obligated to do so. We’re obligated 
to meet those criteria.” g

Selectmen agree to form short-term rental committee 
Continued from page 1

issue it has had was an individual renting out a pool on an hourly basis. 
Greenwich declined to regulate AirBnbs, preferring to deal with incidents 
on a one-to-one basis. g

To the Editor,
 
I have been a Redding resident since 1996.  Let me start by emphatically stating how thrilled I 

am that Redding has it’s own newspaper again!  I’m sure it is a great deal of work on your part and 
the parts of your staff but thank you, thank you for helping us keep in touch and be informed again! 

I write today as I feel there is an important story in our larger community that is not getting enough attention 
and I hope you can help change that.  In May, a Ridgefield police officer and Newtown resident, using an assault 
rifle, shot and killed a black bear on his property.  In doing so, he violated a state law against the killing of certain 
wildlife, including black bears. As he was 320 feet from his neighbor when he pulled his trigger (seven times!), 
he also violated a town ordinance against the use of a firearm within 500 feet of another residence.  Despite these 
two infractions, he has not been charged.  Unfortunately the Danbury State Attorney, David Applegate, refuses to 
press charges, citing outmoded and irrelevant agricultural statutes to clear Sgt. Clarke of his reckless, irresponsi-
ble, and illegal behavior.  Of note, others in this state HAVE been charged with the willful killing of black bears.  
Why the difference? I and others believe it is for no other reason that the person in question is a police officer. 

This is an issue for Redding for several reasons. Firstly Bobbi the Bear was a Facebook phenomenon so 
many of us followed her antics and grieved her killing (and the future for her two orphaned cubs). Secondly it is 
relevant for all CT residents that a police officer, supposedly trained in gun laws and safety, supposedly trained 
to curb his anger and de-escalate a situation, scoffed at laws meant to keep all of us and the things we love about 
CT safe. All CT residents, but especially those near Newtown and Ridgefield, should be aware and concerned.  
There is a group of concerned citizens who are writing various relevant officials, including Chief State Attorney 
Patrick Griffin, to reopen this case, ensure a thorough and unbiased investigation, and apply laws in a fair and 
equal manner. Could the Redding Sentinel help us spread the word?

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Carol-Ann Galban MD
Redding Road

STEAP grant 
for walkways at Community Center 
By Susan Clark

Redding is among the 
seventy-seven small towns 
across Connecticut that received 
over $31 million in total state 
funding through the Small Town 
Economic Assistance Program 
(STEAP) for various capital 
improvement projects.

Redding will receive $203,856 
for the installation of a walking 
and fitness path in the area of the 
Community Center. The town is 
expected to contribute an addition 
$69,564 to the project, which 
will be decided at a Special Town 
Meeting.

The STEAP grant will help 
fund Phase I of a planned 
three-phase enhancement to the 
Redding Community Center 
facilities, a Walking and Fitness 
Pathway. The goal is to provide 
a safe exercise area to benefit a 
multi-generational population 
with various levels of ability. 
The project expands on existing 
walkways to create a continuous 
loop with different levels of 
difficulty and incorporates 
measured distances, exercise 
stations and benches around the 
Community Center property.

Phase I covers installation of 
a six-foot-wide asphalt walkway 
beginning at the end of the 
Community Center sidewalk, 

continuing around two playing 
fields, then returning to the 
parking lot. The path will be just 
under half a mile in length.  The 
planned phase includes fitness 
stations, signage and benches.

First Selectwoman Julia 
Pemberton said “This walking 
pathway will be a wonderful 
asset to the community and 
caps off a year of investment by 
residents in recreational facilities 
that have produced a pre-school 
playground, a pavilion at the 
fields, and reconstructed tennis 
courts that are also lined for 
pickleball, the fastest growing 
sport in town. And we’re not 
finished yet. Improvements to 
Topstone Park and Pickleball 
courts will go to voters in 
October, to be paid for with 
ARPA funds. It’s an exciting time 
to be living in Redding.”

The STEAP program 
was established in 2001 to 
fund economic development, 
community conservation and 
quality of life projects in 
municipalities that are ineligible 
for Urban Action bonds. The 
program is coordinated by the 
Office of Policy and Management 
and the grants are administered 
by state agencies. g
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Mendi Blue Paca is the next president and CEO of Fairfi eld County’s Community Foundation
By Lauren Stewart

Joel Barlow student named as National Merit Semifi nalist l By Grace Whitmore

Filming The Stepford Wives l By Susan Clark and Bill Whitehead

Grammy’s Poem l By Gail Pezzimenti

Blue Paca, previously the 
Foundation’s chief community 
impact offi cer, begins her new 
role on Oct. 3 and will advance the 
Foundation’s work in partnering 
with the community to ensure 
every person in Fairfi eld County 
has an equitable opportunity to 
thrive.

“Mendi is a dynamic and 
thoughtful leader who is ideally 
suited to lead the Foundation 
into its next chapter,” said Edwin 
L. Ford, chair of the board of 
directors for the FCCF. “As we 
searched for the Foundation’s 
next chief executive, Mendi 
stood out for her unique 
combination of experience and 
passion — as well as her deep 
understanding of the challenges 
and opportunities facing our 
community. We are excited to 
make this announcement and 
begin working together to serve 
Fairfi eld County.”

Since 2018, Blue Paca has led 

Wade Eubanks of Redding 
was recently named as one of 
over 16,000 semifi nalists for the 
prestigious 68th annual National 
Merit Scholarship. He is the sole 
semifi nalist from Joel Barlow 
this year and will now have the 
chance to continue competing for 
one of the 7,250 National Merit 
Scholarships that will be given out 
in the spring.

Established in 1955, the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation is a non-profi t that 
has provided an estimated 451,000 

In the summer of 1974, fi lming 
of the now cult fi lm The Stepford 
Wives began on Redding Ridge, 
in a large center hall colonial 
which was the fi rst house in 
town to be electrifi ed. The movie 
is about a young wife, Joanna, 
played by Katherine Ross, who 
moves with her husband Walter 
(Peter Masterson) and two 
children from New York City to 
the idyllic Connecticut suburb of 
Stepford. The two children were 
Masterson’s actual daughters and 
one, Mary Stuart Masterson, went 
on to acting fame in the 80’s.

The owner’s decision to lease 
the house for the summer to the 
production prompted debate about 
whether such fi lming could be 
allowed in a residential zone. Close 
neighbors and friends were among 
the most vocal in opposition to 
the fi lming. As fi lming continued 
in July, the Zoning Commission 
ruled that fi lming did not 
constitute a commercial use – and 
our parents were much relieved. 
Yes, the Stepford Wives was made 
in our house.

The house at 261 Black Rock 
Turnpike was used for the interior 
shots of the Eberhart (Katherine 

the Foundation’s grant-making 
programs, policy advocacy and 
major community leadership 
initiatives to close the opportunity 
gap in Fairfi eld County. She has 
earned a reputation as a strong 
partner who works closely with 
non-profi ts, funder partners, 
external constituent groups and 
local elected offi cials on important 
community issues.

During her time with the 
Foundation, she has overseen its 
Center for Nonprofi t Excellence, 
Fund for Women & Girls, 
Immigrant Success Fund and 
Thrive by 25 initiatives, and she 
has worked closely with retiring 
President and CEO Juanita T. 
James, the Foundation’s staff and 
its board to refi ne FCCF’s strategy 
and prepare to carry its work into 
a new era.

“It’s an immense honor to 
lead the Foundation during an 
important and evolutionary time 
in our history,” Blue Paca said. “I 

scholarships to academically 
talented students, totaling 
$1.8 billion. To be eligible for 
consideration, a high school 
student must attain a 207 on the 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test. 
From this initial pool of students, 
semifi nalists are selected based 
on a state-proportional system, 
meaning each state has a unique 
qualifying score based on its 
averages. This year the qualifying 
scores ranged from 207-224. 
Connecticut’s qualifying score for 

Ross and Peter Masterson) house.  
The meadow scenes were also 
shot at the house, in the backyard. 
The production was brought to 
our parents by real estate broker 
George Shaker, and his house’s 
kitchen ended up being used for 
Paula Prentiss’s in the fi lm.  

The front of our house was 
where the movie production’s 
equipment and canteen were 
setup, making it impossible to 
shoot exterior shots.

The exterior shots of the 
Eberhart and Van Sant homes 
were fi lmed at houses in Fairfi eld.  
If you watch the fi lm carefully, 
you’ll notice that the interior and 
exterior scenes don’t match -- the 
number of panes in the windows, 
whether front doors are hinged 
on the left or right, the location 
(or lack thereof) of an exterior 
chimney when the interior has a 
working fi replace.

When the producers fi rst saw 
the house and our Jack Russell 
Terrier Mr. Beasley, they wrote 
him into the fi lm. Beasley played 
the role of Fred, who plays a 
signifi cant part by helping to lure 
Kathryn Ross to her fateful end.

Bill and our brother Lyman

am proud of and humbled by the 
role the Foundation serves in our 
community today and energized 
by the prospect of being an even 
greater catalyst for equity moving 
forward. I am excited to continue 
to strengthen our community 
partnerships as we support those 
who are working every day to 
create a region where every 
individual has opportunity and 
access.”

Blue Paca’s work with the 
FCCF builds on her rich experience 
working in business, government 
and philanthropy. She began her 
career as a registered broker and 
compliance offi cer at Goldman 
Sachs & Co. in New York. She 
also served in public-sector and 
other philanthropic leadership 
positions, where she secured more 
than $15 million in competitive 
funding. She has served as a 
strategic consultant to dozens of 
the nation’s largest philanthropic 
organizations, including the Bill & 

semifi nalists was 221, one of the 
highest in the country. 

After taking the PSAT in 10th 
grade, Wade realized he could 
feasibly reach the threshold 
to qualify as a junior. Wade 
describes himself as someone 
who has always enjoyed math 
and science-related courses, and 
has used independent studies 
to further his knowledge in 
these subjects. Through a dual 
enrollment program at Norwalk 
Community College, he has taken 
courses in macroeconomics, 

were twelve and ten at the time. 
Our family moved out of the 
house for that summer while 
the movie was being fi lmed. We 
were just down the street and the 
boys rode bikes daily back to our 
house and hung out on location 
with Kathryn Ross, Paula Prentiss 
and Tina Louise while the movie 
was being fi lmed.  Lyman was 
so intent on getting in the movie 
that he actually succeeded and 
is in a couple of blink-of-an-eye 
moments in the movie, including 
as a portrait subject in Katherine 
Ross’ photography exhibit in New 
York.

If you’d like to learn more about 
the locations around Fairfi eld 
County where the Stepford 
Wives was fi lmed, check out the 
Huckleberry Quarters Instagram 
page, @huckleberryquarters 
where Bill has created a story 
movie tour that identifi es the 
various locations in Redding, 
Easton, Weston, Westport and 
Darien where scenes of the movie 
were fi lmed. g

Melinda Gates Foundation, Ford 
Foundation, William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation and W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation.

Born and raised in Connecticut, 
Blue Paca holds a bachelor’s 
degree in economics from 
Harvard College, a Juris 
Doctorate from Harvard Law 
School and a master’s in business 
administration from Harvard 
Business School. She is board 
chair of Partners for Educational 
Leadership and a board member 
of Harvard Business School 
Community Partners of CT.

Blue Paca will succeed James, 
who in March announced that she 
would retire from her role after 
leading the foundation for the past 
11 years.

About Fairfi eld County’s 
Community Foundation

Fairfi eld County’s Community 
Foundation works with community 
organizations, non-profi ts, businesses 
and philanthropists to address 

microeconomics and business 
fi nance. Wade hopes to study 
either economics or business in 
college, with an additional focus 
in either computer science or 
biological sciences.

When asked about someone 
who has inspired him throughout 
this process, Wade credits his 
role-model -- his father, “He has 
been infi nitely helpful guiding me 
through school and life. He is a 
capable, hard-working and good 
man.”

The next step of the competition 

challenges and identify opportunities 
to create stronger, more vibrant 
communities. 

Non-profi ts in Redding have 
received more than $100,000 
in grants over the past ten years 
from the Foundation. Those 
organizations benefi tting include:

• Boots and Buddies Therapeutic 
Riding

• Boys & Girls Club of Redding 
- Easton

• Danbury Area Refugee 
Assistance

• First Church of Christ
• Joel Barlow High School
• Mark Twain Library
• New Pond Farm Education 

Center
• West Redding Fire Department
• Westport Community Band

www.fccfoundation.org g

will require Wade to fi ll out an 
application, submit an essay, be 
endorsed and recommended by 
a school offi cial and earn a score 
on the SAT or ACT that confi rms 
his PSAT/NMSQT score. About 
95% of semifi nalists will advance 
to the fi nalist stage, and roughly 
half of those fi nalists will receive 
a National Merit Scholarship and 
be named as Merit Scholars. g

A stand of trees
and there’s a river.
Leaves falling everywhere
Every tree marking itself.
A myriad of color.
Sunlight through the trees
Wind from the North
a frost warning.
Colored vines on stone walls
A patchwork on the hills.
Blue sky
Bright sunlight
Clear and cool
crisp air.
Autumn,
in Redding

Film makers have been 
attracted to Redding since at 
least the 1960’s.  With this 
story about The Stepford 
Wives, the Sentinel is 
initiating a series of articles 
about movies made in 
Redding.  Look to future 
issues to learn more about 
Valley of the Dolls (1967), 
Rachel, Rachel (1968), Last 
House on the Left (1971), 
Other People’s Money 
(1991), Reckless (1995) and 
Old Dogs (2007).  If we’ve 
missed any, please reach out 
and let us know.

Stop in any of our locations and see why we were voted #1

UNCORK SOME SERIOUS SAVINGS.

Thank you for voting us 
#1 Liquor Store in Connecticut!

BETHEL

86 Greenwood Ave.
Bethel, CT 06801
(203) 743-4945

WILTON

920 Danbury Rd.
Wilton, CT 06897
(203) 544-8528

RIDGEFIELD

46 Danbury Rd.
Ridgefield, CT 06877

(203) 894-9139

DANBURY

19 Sugar Hollow Rd.
Danbury, CT 06810

(203) 792-2152

Danbury Fairgrounds
102 Mill Plain Rd.

Danbury, CT 06811
(203) 744-5399

Caraluzzi’s Plaza

www.caraluzziswineandspirits.com

• Thousands of Wines
• Craft & Local Beers
• Domestic & Imported Brews

• Best Selling & Unique Spirits 
• Rare, Hard-to-find Treasures
• Plus so much more!

Shop our amazing selection of:
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Falcons prevail in season opener l By Rocco Valluzzo

Falcons tie second straight l By Rocco Valluzzo

Tennis court ribbon-cutting
By Rob Blick

9th annual Mark Twain Library 
Pudd’nhead Prize for Humor
awarded to Samantha Bee

Success on the offensive and 
defensive lines would carry over 
to other parts of its game for the 
Joel Barlow High varsity football 
team in its season opener.

While on defense, the Falcons’ 
line frustrated its opponents 
running game for most of the 
night. Offensively, it opened up a 
few holes for the rushers and also 
allowed for some outside runs for 

Simply dominating the time 
of possession alone would not be 
enough for the Joel Barlow High 
School girls varsity soccer team 
when it visited New Milford.

The Falcons had the better of 
play most of the night on Tuesday, 
Sept. 20. Unable to put the ball 
into the net, they had to settle for 
a 0-0 draw, their second straight 
tie in the fi rst three games of the 
season.

“We were struggling to fi nd 
that fi nal pass, that fi nal third ball, 
to put that fi nal touch on it,” said 
Barlow head coach Ben Weiss, 
whose team also tied Bunnell 1-1 
in the previous game. “We need to 

The Town of Redding will have 
a triple ribbon-cutting ceremony 
formally celebrating the opening 
of three new facilities at the 
Redding Community Center.

The ceremonies will begin at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 
1 at the new RCC Tennis Courts. 
Along with the Tennis Courts, 
we will cut a ribbon at our new 
Playground and Pavilion. The 
tennis courts were opened on 
Sunday, September 18. The 
Playground has been used starting 
last fall, and our Pavilion has been 
available since May. 

After the formalities at the 
tennis courts, we will move to the 

a 41-14 win over non-conference 
opponent New London on Friday, 
Sept. 9. 

“We feel our defensive line and 
our offensive line is one of the 
strengths of our team,” said Barlow 
head coach T.J. Cavaliere. “We 
lean on them and that obviously 
helped to shut down some of the 
runs in the game.”

The Falcons, who never trailed, 

produce more shots at the end of 
the day.”

Barlow had a number of 
opportunities in the fi rst half. 
Amelia Winter came close ten 
minutes into the contest when 
her shot ricocheted off the New 
Milford crossbar. A number of 
opportunities followed later in 
the half, only to be saved by New 
Milford keeper Ileana Feliz.

Two shots apiece from Sydney 
Keenan and Winter followed in the 
remainder of the half but Barlow 
came up empty.

When play resumed, the 
Falcons had a few opportunities 
as well. Perhaps the best chance 

playground to cut a ribbon there 
and then make our way to the 
pavilion to cut a third ribbon. At 
the Pavilion we will have some 
family entertainment and light 
refreshments.

Please park in the Community 
Center lot and walk up to the tennis 
courts for our 10:00 a.m. start. The 
tennis courts will be closed during 
the event, from approximately 
9:45 - 10:15 a.m.

It is wonderful that we now 
have these three new facilities in 
town. In a town as spread out as 
Redding, it is great to have places 
where residents can come together 
to both play and socialize. g

went up for good with just under 
seven minutes to go in the fi rst 
quarter with a touchdown run 
by quarterback Danny Shaban. 
Cooper Zuccerella’s extra point 
kick made it 7-0.

Two more Barlow touchdowns 
followed before the half was done. 
A 39-yard pass from Shaban to 
Evan Corazzelli put the hosts in 
great shape with a fi rst down on the 
Whaler 10. The former then found 
his way into the end zone and with 
the extra point the Falcons led 
14-0 with 9:30 left.

Both sides exchanged punts in 
the time remaining but the Falcons 
found another scoring opportunity 
later in the half when Aidan 
Skidmore recovered a fumble near 
midfi eld. Mason Leavitt’s 33-yard 
run down the left side was good 
for a fi rst down and Scott Romano 
found the end zone from one yard 
out and the Falcons led 21-0.

The Whalers, however, would 
answer in a big way in the time 
remaining. Kamil Johnson took 
the ensuing kickoff, broke a few 

came with just over three minutes 
left to play when Winter again hit 
the crossbar.

Drew Williams had a relatively 
quiet day in goal for Barlow, 
making a couple of saves to 
preserve the shutout. 

“I think overall we possessed 
the ball, we won the midfi eld 
battles, I think,” said Weiss. “But 
at the end If you don’t put the ball 
into the net, that’s it.”

Barlow is now 0-1-2 overall. g

Sports

Photo by Rocco Valluzo

Photo by Rocco Valluzo

Joel Barlow High’s Mary Janny, right, contends with New Milford’s Kara 
Murphy during a girls varsity soccer game on Tuesday, Sept. 20. The game 
ended in a 0-0 tie.

tackles and made it all the way into 
the end zone. Although the extra 
point attempt was blocked, the 
Whalers had cut the lead to 21-6 
going into halftime.

Taking advantage of another 
New London miscue, the Falcons 
recovered a fumble on their 
opponents’ 12 yard line less than 
four minutes into the second half. 
Shaban scored on a two-yard run 
and it was 28-6.

It was a rough night for the 
Whalers, who fumbled on their 
next possession as well. This set 
up a seven-yard scoring run by 
Shaban. Although the Falcons 
mishandled the snap on the extra 
point attempt they still led 34-6.

“Offensively I think we did 
well,” said Cavaliere. “We have to 
clean up a couple of mistakes but 
for the most part we were pretty 
happy.”

Barlow’s fi nal score came with 
4:16 left to play when Shaban 
connected with Corazzelli for a 
two-yard touchdown pass. With 
the Falcons’ second string in, the 

Whalers did get the last word in 
with less than a minute to go when 
Charles Zeigler scored on a 36-
yard run and the pass for the two-
point conversion was good for a 
fi nal score of 41-14.

“We try to get our young kids 
in the game,” said Cavaliere. “It’s 
a good experience for them. I 
thought our team did a really nice 
job defensively.” 

Shaban fi nished with four 
touchdowns and led Barlow in 
rushing with 92 yards. He also 
completed two of six passes for 
41 yards. Both were caught by 
Corazzelli, including one for a 
touchdown. Scott Romano rushed 
for 86 yards.

“Coach (Rob) Tynan on the 
defensive side of the ball did a 
really nice job of kind of making 
a game plan and preparing,” said 
Cavaliere. “We have a scout fi lm 
on them so we got a chance to 
take a quick look. I thought he 
did a really nice job of getting our 
defense in a good position.” g

Do you run a business in 
Stamford, Westchester or NYC?
We want to be your phone company!
We are CT-based, and make remote work EASY.

Visit Us At CCiVoice.com       Phone: 203-938-8400

Formerly known as

Photo by Rob Blick

On a chilly September 24 
evening, against the stunning 
backdrop of InSitu, a sculpture 
garden, the 9th Annual Pudd’nhead 
Prize Gala raised important funds 
for the Mark Twain Library. 
The Pudd’nhead Festival was 
founded in 2014 by NY Times 
Best-selling author, actor, and 
comedian Michael Ian Black in 
celebration of pre-eminent funny 
man Mark Twain. “As a comedian, 
author, and Redding resident 
myself, I thought we had a unique 
opportunity to create something 
special here in Mark Twain’s fi nal 
hometown,” stated Mr. Black. This 
year’s award – a giant spoon – was 
presented to celebrated late-night 
talk show host Samantha Bee.Photo by Bryan Haeffele

Redding Park and Recreation 
(203) 938-2551 

www.townofreddingct.org 
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Music through mentoring at The Music Shed l By Linda Meyer Mitchell

Music opportunities abound 
for young musicians in Redding, 
and one of the most unique and 
successful is found at The Music 
Shed, run by David Morgan.  A 
musician in his own right, Morgan 
has spent the last 19 years helping 
aspiring young musicians learn 
to tap into their creative side and 
perform live as part of a band. Many 
Redding residents have seen some 
of his bands in their performances 
around town, and many families 
have children who have benefited 
from the Music Shed program as 
they were growing up.

Morgan arrived in Redding with 

his growing family in 2002 in the 
midst of his own well-established 
musical career.  His love of 
music started at age five when he 
learned to play the piano, and the 
piano has been at the center of his 
musical ventures ever since.  He 
grew up in California, where he 
says everyone had musical gear in 
their garages, and by age 11 he was 
already playing in his first band.  
He played all styles of music – 
pop, rock, blues, progressive rock, 
metal.  What captivated him was 
the fun of playing live with other 
musicians, and his involvement 
with bands and love of performing 

Music Note

has continued ever since.
He began his university studies 

at Cal State Northridge in Los 
Angeles but found it was too much 
traditional classical music for his 
taste. Ultimately, he transferred 
to the University of New Orleans 
where he studied jazz for three 
years with Ellis Marsalis (father of 
Wynton) and  jazz legend Harold 
Battiste.  What better place than 
New Orleans to study jazz during 
the day and perform during the 
evenings?  

Morgan eventually headed 
to New York where he pursued 
his music, composing and 
performing jazz, blues and funk 
at clubs like The Blue Note.  In 
addition to performing, David is 
an accomplished composer and 
music producer. He spent a lot of 
time traveling the world with well 
know singer Neshama Carlebach, 
writing music with her, producing 
albums and serving as the musical 
director of her band.

Outgrowing their New York 
apartment, in 2002 Morgan 
moved with his wife and children 
to Redding.  While he continued 
extensive travel for his music, he 
also played local gigs.  Impressed 
with his performances, people 
approached him asking if he 
could help their children learn to 
improvise and develop beyond 

Photo by David Morgan

what they were getting out of 
their traditional individual music 
lessons.  David agreed to start 
teaching, eager to pass on to young 
musicians the joy he experienced 
in creating his own music and 
performing live, and by 2009 The 
Music Shed program was born. 

The Music Shed currently runs 
semester-long programs each 
spring and fall as well as week-
long summer camp programs.  
David groups up to six aspiring 
musicians with similar ages and 
skill levels together in a band so 
they can learn from each other 
as well as from him and can 
experience the fun of being part of 
a group and performing in front of 
live audiences.  While they learn 
technique, his real focus is to bring 
out the spontaneous and creative 
side of each student, helping them 
to have a personal stake in creating 
their own music. He makes sure 
his studio is a very positive and 
nurturing place where students feel 
that it is safe to try new things and 
it is ok to make mistakes.

When talking to David, his 
enthusiasm for teaching is clear 
and his interest in helping each 
student develop as a person as well 
as a musician is evident.  And that 
is the unique part of his “music 
with mentoring” approach.  By 
helping kids step up to the next 

level musically it provides benefits 
beyond music, such as increasing 
self-esteem and helping kids feel 
good about themselves during 
some challenging formative 
years.  Morgan wants to pass on 
his musical knowledge, but he 
also wants to help his students 
feel empowered to create their 
own music and learn to believe in 
themselves.  No need for students 
to strive for perfection - just 
important to practice, be yourself 
and find your own music.  Per 
David, “you play who you are”.  
He says every time he grows as a 
person it unlocks something and 
his music grows along with it, and 
he strives to help that happen for 
his students. 

From beginner to advanced, 
hundreds of kids in Redding and 
surrounding towns have benefited 
from The Music Shed approach 
over the years.  For additional 
details on the program or to 
contact David Morgan go to the 
website musicshedct.com or call 
203-240-6790. g

A photo exhibition featuring 
animals in their natural environment 
in Tanzania is currently on display 
in the rotunda of the Mark Twain 
Library. Africa, A Close Encounter 
showcases the work of two local 
friends, Bill Balch, of Meadow 
Ridge and Larry Untermeyer, of 
Westport, who have been spending 
their retirement years traveling on 
photography adventures together.

“Towards the end of our safari 
we had the most interesting 
thing happen,” Balch, who is 87, 
recounted. “Two young cheetahs 
climbed onto our land cruiser, they 
were not hostile, just curious, and 
they just lay down and one even 
yawned. Larry got my favorite shot 
of this one cheetah with its mouth 
open, just snarling.”

The photos on display at the 
Library show extreme close-ups of 
large cats looking at times fierce, 
occasionally elegant and sometimes 
even playful. A giraffe appears to 
pose for the lens. Elephants stand 
regal and take up the entire frame. 
The men brought back more than 
7,600 images from the two-week 
expedition they took in Tanzania in 
2019 and had to curate that down to 
the 24 that now hang in the Library.

Balch and Untermeyer, who is 
in his 90s, met in the early 2000s 
when both were living in Westport. 

They started traveling on photo 
expeditions together after Balch 
moved to Meadow Ridge and 
became a widower in 2017.  They 
have captured images of everyday 
people and picturesque landscapes 
on the islands of Greece and down 
the Danube to Budapest.  Balch said 
Tanzania was particularly special 
because “there’s nothing like taking 
pictures of live animals that are not 
in the zoo but roaming free.”

The Mark Twain Library 
regularly features art and cultural 
exhibits in the building’s central 
rotunda that typically remain on 
display for a couple of months. 
Longtime Redding resident, and a 
past president of the Library’s board 
of directors, June Myles plans the 
exhibits. She looks for variety 
and is delighted when someone 
brings an idea or collection to her 
attention. One of her favorites was 
“Barbed Wire!” which featured a 
Redding resident’s collection of just 
that. Myles thought the timing was 
just right for the current show. She 
said, “The Tanzania photos seemed 
perfect for the end of a summer 
when everyone wanted to escape 
after the Covid summers.”

Africa, A Close Encounter, will 
be on display through November 6, 
2022, and can be viewed during the 
Library’s regular business hours. g

Two local retirees showcase African safari photos 
at the Mark Twain Library l By Lisa Goldstein

Photos by Lisa Goldstein
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Meet our Registrars of Voters

Project COOL an oasis for outdoor learning l By Darrell Bradford and Beatrix Eriksen

The Office of the Registrar of 
Voters is governed by Connecticut 
State Statutes and is financially 
supported by the Town of Redding. 
The department is vital to the 
functioning of town government. 

The primary duties of the 
Registrars are to:
• register new voters
• maintain voter registration 

records and enrollment records
• publish lists of eligible voters
• conduct a state-required yearly 

canvass of all voters
• compile monthly reports of all 

activities concerning voters in 
town

• administer and oversee all 
elections, primaries, and 
referenda in an accurate and 
impartial manner

• hire and train poll workers
• maintain all voting equipment 

used for elections

Ensuring fair, accurate and 
efficient elections is their highest 
priority.

The Registrar’s office must be 
staffed by at least two Registrars. 
One must be a registered Democrat 
(D) and one must be a registered 
Republican (R). Both are elected 
positions and serve two-year terms. 
Each Registrar must appoint a 
Deputy, of each party respectively, 
and has the option of appointing 
Assistant Registrars. 

The Redding Registrar’s Office: 
• Meghan Ely - Registrar 

(D)  
• Lisa Bartro - Deputy Registrar 

(D) 
• Jessica Cishek - Assistant 

Registrar (D)
• Sara Baker - Registrar (R)
• Michele Meschi - Deputy 

Registrar (R) 

For in-person inquiries, visit 
the Registrar of Voters office next 
to the Hearing Room at Town Hall 
during office hours:  
• Mondays 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
• Thursdays 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

To visit the ROV Office online, 
go to:
• townofreddingct.org
• Click on Departments & 

Services
• Then click on Registrar of Voters  
You will find information about 
registering to vote and changing 

The John Read Middle School 
PTA started planning for an out-
door classroom in 2019 based on 
survey responses from parents, 
teachers, students, and adminis-
trators. The idea was to create an 
outdoor learning environment with 
a pavilion and amphitheater seat-
ing for up to 50 students, designed 
for instructional use by teachers as 
well as for student performances. 
The purpose of Project COOL was 
to create an outdoor classroom that 
blends with the natural environ-
ment while promoting greater un-
derstanding of and appreciation for 
the environment and local wildlife.

By the time the pandemic struck 
in 2020, a Site Selection Commit-
tee had already been formed and 
was looking at various sites on the 
school property. 

The pandemic elevated the im-
portance of this project as the need 
for fresh air, alternative learning 
strategies, and social distancing 
became apparent. The PTA suc-
cessfully raised approximately 
$35,000 and then initiated the 
permitting process. The group se-
lected a civil engineer (Peak Engi-
neers of Georgetown); a contractor 
(Caraluzzi & Assoc.); and a sup-
plier for the pavilion.

Building on property would be 
complex because it was (a) joint-
ly owned by the Town of Redding 
and the Board of Education; (b) 
was located within the Saugatuck 
Watershed Area; and (c) required 
additional site work due to a stream 
which flows through the property. 
It took the PTA nearly a year of 
planning and engineering before 
they could break ground, which 
occurred on October 5, 2021.

REGISTRATION DEADLINES
In-person: November 1 8:00 pm

Online: November 1 11:59 pm
Mail-in: Postmarked by November 1

NOVEMBER 8
ELECTION

REDDING COMMUNITY CENTER
37 Lonetown Rd

Voting Hours: 6:00 am - 8:00 pm

ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Completed Absentee Ballots must be received 
no later than November 8 at 8:00 pm. 

To request an Absentee Ballot application, 
contact the Town Clerk's Office by November 4.

Exceptions and Election Day Registration apply,
contact the Registrar of Voters for details.

Visit townofreddingct.org/registrar-voters for more information.

or updating your registration. You 
can check dates and deadlines for 
upcoming elections, and learn 
about Election Day Registration. 

The Registrar team wants to 
share the following points of 
interest with you:
• The Department of Motor 

Vehicles often prompts patrons 
to update their voter registration 
while they are registering a 
new vehicle or renewing their 
license. Often voters overlook 
the Party Affiliation section. If 
no party is selected, the voter 
will default to Unaffiliated on 
their updated voter registration 
card.

 — Please check your 
registration for accuracy 
regularly by visiting https://
portaldir.ct.gov/sots/lookup.
aspx. 

• The term “Unaffiliated” 
indicates that you do not belong 
to any political party. This is 
different from being registered 
as a member of the Independent 
Party.

 — To enroll in the Independent 
Party, you must write in 
“Independent” on your voter 
registration card. If you 
make an error in spelling 
(such as “Independant”), you 
will be entered into the voter 
rolls exactly as it is written 
and therefore you will not be 
a member of the Independent 
Party. 

 — Of the approximately 6,384 
registered voters in Redding, 
2,183 are Unaffiliated. 

• Connecticut is a closed primary 
state. To vote in a Primary 
Election for a political party, you 
must be a registered member of 
that party. 

 — If you would like to enroll in 
a political party to participate 
in its primary, you must 
change your registration 
more than three months in 
advance of the election. 
Visit the Registrar of Voters 
website, listed above, for 
more information about 
dates and deadlines. 

• Although Presidential races 
get a lot of attention, there are 
other elections that are just 
as important. In Redding, we 
have at least two elections 
every year. Town referenda 
are held annually in May and 
there is a general election every 

November. In addition, there can 
be special elections (including 
primaries). To stay current on 
upcoming elections:

 — Visit the Registrar of Voters 
website 

 — Sign up for the town’s 
announcements at https://
t o w n o f r e d d i n g c t . o r g /
subscribe/ 

The Registrars of Redding are 
always happy to answer questions 
about voting and can be reached at 
registrar@townofreddingct.org or 
203-938-5012.  

In addition, we are always 
looking for people to work at the 
elections. We are looking for people 
for the hours of 5:30 a.m. - 8:30 
p.m. Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
are provided. Compensation is 
$18 dollars an hour including 
training.  Please sign up via the 
QR Code or go to: https://forms.
gle/rLcuCPWsWdcuZ24eA

“To be an Election Day Official 
is an honor, as the Registrar’s 
Office and the Town Clerk’s 
Office consider you to be a worthy 
representative of the Town. It also 
represents an obligation as you are 
expected to be available all day, 
from 5:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. (may 
be a half-day if pre-arranged and 
possible with staffing).

“As a resident in Redding for 
over 40 years, it is an opportunity 
for me to give back to a town that 
has been a marvelous place to 
live, raise two children, see them 
through the school system, and 
now appreciate two grandchildren 
participating in all sorts of Redding 
activities.

“As an Election Day Official, 
you have the opportunity to 
see Redding friends, and even 
neighbors, with whom you do 
not interact on a regular basis.  
Obviously, your interaction with 
these people during polling hours 
is limited to a ‘Hello, nice to see 
you!  I hope all is well.’ because 
you are not supposed to be carrying 
on any sort of conversation with 
the voters.

“But, the positive feeling about 
doing something for the benefit 
of the Town and seeing people 
whom you know during the day 
is a reward for the long day.  And, 
you feel that you are contributing 
to American democracy at work at 
the local level, which is where it 
all happens.” - Bill Brown g

For a number of reasons, includ-
ing weather delays, the skyrocket-
ing cost of labor and materials in 
the post-pandemic environment, 
and additional site work required, 
it was determined that additional 
funding was needed to complete 
the project.

In April 2022, the PTA sub-
mitted an application to the 
ARPA Working Group requesting 
$35,000 to finish the project. The 
application was reviewed by the 
Group and recommended to the 
Board of Selectmen. The request-
ed grant was approved by voters at 
a Town Meeting on June 21, 2022.

Construction is now complete, 
and a Certificate of Occupancy is 
expected shortly. 

An official ribbon-cutting 
is planned for the first week of 
October. g

Photo by Don Baker
Left to Right: Jessica Cishek, Michele Meschi, Meghan Ely, Sara Baker, 
Lisa Bartro

Use this QR code to sign up to become an election worker

Photos by Debora DeCarlo Rosa
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Financiers approve OPEB funding l By Rocco Valluzzo

In a unanimous vote at a 
special meeting on Sept. 19, 
the Redding Board of Finance 
approved funding the Other 
Post Employment Benefits trust 
(OPEB) for a total of $300,000 for 
fiscal year 2022-23.

This would be subject to 
approval at a special town 
meeting, which has been set 
by the Board of Selectmen for 
Thursday, Oct. 20, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Redding Community Center. 
The funding will be invested 
following the town’s investment 
policy statement and the target 
allocations previously established 

for the OPEB trust.
There would be four 

installments of $75,000 paid from 
the unassigned fund balance over 
fiscal year 2022-23.

“Now that we have started 
to fund the OPEB trust we will 
receive an actuarial evaluation that 
will then move forward and will 
give us an actuarially determined 
amount to contribute each year,” 
said Finance Director Jim Sanders 
at an OPEB Trust Fund Board 
meeting later in the evening.

“My expectation is when we 
build the budget for the year 2023-
24 we will actually fold in an 

amount to contribute consistent 
with that actuarial evaluation. That 
I think will kind of institutionalize 
the amount we contribute and will 
become part of the budget rather 
than the special process we have 
today.”

According to Finance Board 
member Jenifer Wyss, other area 
towns are also incorporating their 
OPEB trust funding into their 
annual budget processes based on 
the information she and former 
Finance Director Steven Gniadek 
had received.

At the board’s July meeting, 
Kate Pizzi of Fiducient Advisors 

said that Redding’s OPEB trust is 
slightly ahead of the market due 
to the fixed income portion of 
the trust. Despite this, for the first 
six months of 2022, the portfolio 
was down 13 percent. There is an 
expectation of continued volatility 
due to a variety of factors (Russia-
Ukraine, interest rate increases, 
supply-chain issues, etc.). 

Also at the meeting, 
Stephen Chykirda of Hooker 
& Holcombe stated that his 
firm will be developing an 
ADEC (Actuarially Determined 
Employer Contribution) for fiscal 
years 2023-2024 and 2024-2025. 

Ultimately, the town will be able 
to move away from Pay-As-You-
Go costs and pay benefits out of 
the trust.

Mr. Chykirda said that the loss 
of assets in the past six months 
was partially balanced by the high 
rates of return from 2021. Once 
the town starts meeting ADEC 
funding requirements, the board 
will have the ability to update the 
long-term discount rate.

The next quarterly meeting with 
Fiducient Advisors is in October 
and the board will review the third 
quarter 2022 results. g

Topstone: Petitioners want playground, Planning says go smaller, Selectmen recommend funding 
By Donna Christopher

A proposed new playground 
to replace a removed old one 
at Topstone Park came under 
review over the summer with the 
Planning Commission concluding 
it would support a scaled-down 
version of a more elaborate 
plan. The commission’s report 
was then reviewed at a Special 
Meeting on Sept. 19 by the Board 
of Selectmen.  Improvements 
to Topstone Park, including a 
replacement for the playground 
that was removed, were approved 
by the Board of Selectmen and will 
go before a special town meeting 
on October 20, 2022 along with 
other approved ARPA projects.

The original proposal by the 
Park and Recreation Department 
was referred in a letter to the 
commission by First Selectman 
Julia Pemberton on Aug. 10.

The Topstone proposal calls 
for improvements at the Park 
including playground, new 
benches, bear-proof containers, 
and a changing station. The 
proposed cost of $150,000 would 
be paid for using ARPA funds. 
The proposal recommended three 
structures including a playscape 
for ages 5-12, a climbing web 
structure for ages 2-5, and an 
ADA-compliant swing set. The 
approximate footprint of this 
playground is 27’ x 50’, plus a 
swing set (with multiple location 
options). 

The Board of Selectmen 
referred the proposal to the 
Planning Commission. The group 

did a site walk and discussed its 
merits at a subsequent meeting.

Concluding in its Sept. 13 report, 
the document did not provide “an 
itemized list of the costs associated 
with the playground nor a detailed 
plan, including land improvements 
and installation, we explicitly are 
not endorsing the use of the entire 
ARPA-approved $150,000 for the 
playground, the benches, and the 
changing station.”

The commission continues in 
the report that it recommends the 
changing station, park benches, 
and a swing set roughly the size 
of the previously existing set be 
approved stating “We expect that 
the playground will cost well 
under this threshold and that park 
benches, and a swing set roughly 
the size of the previously existing 
set to be approved. Finally, we 
expect that the playground will 
cost well under this threshold and 
that the remainder be used for 
other purposes.”

Other concerns in the 
commission’s report include how 
the size of the playground would 
affect the park’s “natural and 
arboreal feel” and questions arose 
over limited access to the park 
at certain times. These include 
in summer when the gate is only 
open during the hours a lifeguard 
is available and in “off-season 
when the gate is closed, as are 
the restrooms, and the road is not 
maintained,” the commission said.

A petition circulating on social 
media by a group called Redding 

Families drew 327 signatures in 
one week. More than 80 people 
have commented on Redding’s 
411 Facebook group about the 
playground. 

The petition asks the Board of 
Selectmen to “fully support and 
fund this playground build, using 
the proposed ARPA funds. We 
believe it is important that any 
play structure at Topstone be in 
line with the current aesthetic of 
the park, while prioritizing safety, 
accessibility, and craftsmanship.”

Among the issues cited in the 
Sept. 19 Selectmen’s meeting is 
the park’s access year-round.

Most of the signers are parents 
of young children or parents with 
school-aged children who stressed 
the importance of the playground, 
and also grandparents who had 
indicated they had taken their 
grandchildren to the previous 
playground at Topstone, which 
was removed from the park this 
year.

The designated ARPA Funding 
Grant submitted by Park and 
Recreation in May 2022 is to 
fund a series of improvements 
at Topstone Park, Angela Caes, 
Co-Chair of Redding Park and 
Recreation Commission explained. 

She provided background 
and endorsed a need for a new 
playground at the recreation 
area she called a “Redding 
jewel offering year-round 
outdoor recreation.  The Park 
and Recreation Commission is 
dedicated to listening to the input 

of town residents and developing 
plans to improve facilities while 
maintaining the special arboreal 
feel of the park.  The proposed 
ARPA grant funds will initiate work 
on the development of facilities 
to meet the needs of all residents 
and focus on replacements and 
improvements to the facilities,” 
Caes said.  

“The grant was unanimously 
approved by the Park and 
Recreation Commission followed 
by the ARPA Working Group and 
most recently by the Board of 
Selectmen.  The grant request is 
one of many set for a town meeting 
and vote on Oct. 20. The original 
request for $263,000 was reduced 
in the process to the proposed 
$150,000 to improve Topstone with 
a significant portion earmarked for 
a playground replacement.” 

The former playground was 
a “15-plus year old small three-
structure playground removed due 
to an aging infrastructure without 
opportunity for part replacement,” 
Caes recounted.

The park is used twice a week 
for town camp programs, has 200-
plus family memberships, and 
upwards of 3,000 users annually.

This past season, Director of 
Park and Recreation, Rob Blick, 
noted a significant uptick in usage 
year-over-year,” Caes said.

The proposed improvement 
plan replaces the former 3-structure 
playground with a new 3-structure 
playground focused on meeting 
the needs of children ages 2-12.  

“The Park and Recreation 
Commission  unanimously supports 
investment in Topstone and 
continues to seek resident input 
for long-term improvements.  
Beyond replacing a playground, 
we will investigate the installation 
of multi-use bench seating, diaper 
changing tables, ADA-compliant 
crushed stone walkways to 
recreational equipment as well as 
basketball court improvements.  
We are delighted to note the 
valuable input from the Redding 
Youth and Family Project and 
residents in verbal, e-mail, and 
petition communications.  A recent 
petition was shared with over 330 
signatures supporting the 3-play 
structure replacement,” Caes said.

If the $150,000 grant is 
approved by residents, the Park 
and Recreation Commission 
will seek to develop a final 
improvement plan with resident 
input and close coordination with 
our facilities and tree preservation 
leaders.  The final plan will seek 
the approvals of commissions 
and boards per our town statutes 
with the final approval from the 
Board of Selectmen.  The removed 
3-structure play equipment had an 
approximate footprint of 27-28 
feet x 40-45 feet.  The new play 
structures would be envisioned 
within the same area or in other 
open spaces, “ Caes said. g

Jantina A. H. Atkinson

Irene Conlon

Obituaries

Jantina A. H. Atkinson, known 
to family and friends as Ina or 
Ineke, passed away peacefully at 
Meadow Ridge in Redding, CT on 
Sept 24, 2022.  Ina was born on 

Irene Millicent Farrell Conlon 
of Pembroke, MA passed away 
on Friday September 23, 2022 at 
Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston from injuries sustained in 

States, for what she expected to be 
a temporary stay.  While here, she 
met Bill Atkinson of Darien and 
they were married in 1957.  When 
first married Ina and Bill lived 
in Stamford for three years after 
which they purchased a home in 
Darien where they were to live for 
the next 50 years.  

Ina and Bill had four daughters, 
all of whom attended Darien 
schools from kindergarten 
through graduation from senior 
high school.  For this reason, Ina 
became very active in the parent 
teacher associations at all levels 
for many years.  Her greatest 
pleasure was assisting in planning 
and participating in the yearly 
Hindley Happening.  

In addition, Ina found time 
to do extensive volunteer work.  

She was frequently working in 
the DCA Thrift Shop and served 
a term as its chairman.  As a 
member of the DCA, she served 
as chairman of the Program of 
the Blind and a member of the 
book group.  She was also on the 
boards of the Darien Red Cross 
and Visiting Nurse Association.  

Because of her interest in 
books, she worked at the desk at 
the Darien Library and enjoyed 
sharing her views about literary 
endeavors with the staff and the 
public.  On the political front she 
was the moderator of absentee 
balloting for many state and 
national elections.  

Ina and Bill enjoyed many 
years as members of the Noroton 
Yacht Club.  

In 2009, Ina and Bill moved 

to a continuing care facility, 
Meadow Ridge, in Redding.  At 
Meadow Ridge, Ina served on 
the scholarship committee, the 
activities committee, the health 
committee, and the opera and 
ballet committee.  In Redding they 
were members of the First Church 
of Christ-Congregational, where 
there will be a family internment 
service.  

Ina is survived by her husband 
Bill and by her daughters, Anne 
Stocker of Newtown Pennsylvania, 
Susan Noack of Pleasant Hill 
California, Cindy Horan of East 
Bridgewater Massachusetts, Karen 
Atkinson of Stamford Connecticut.  
She is loved and will be missed by 
her seven grandchildren, four great 
grandchildren and many nieces 
and nephews. g

Irene Donnelly on September 
18, 2022. She is also survived 
by her sister, Virginia Carey of 
Chesapeake Beach, MD.

A long time resident of 
Westport, CT where she lived 
from 1965 until retiring to coastal 
South Carolina in 2000, she went 
back to college in her 30’s while 
raising her family and earned a 
B.S. in Psychology and a Master’s 
Degree in Special Education from 
Fairfield University and a Master’s 
Degree and a Sixth Year Certificate 
in Advanced Education study from 
Pace University. Irene enjoyed a 
career as an advocate, curriculum 
designer and special educator 
for special needs children. She 

ultimately led the committee for 
special needs children across the 
Eastchester, NY public school 
district. Upon the passing of her 
husband, she moved from her 
home in Pawleys Island, SC to 
East Sandwich, MA where she re-
entered the classroom after a five 
year retirement, serving as a part 
time teacher at the age of 65. Her 
family enjoyed spending many 
idyllic summers with her on Cape 
Cod, sharing the beautiful sunsets 
at Sandy Neck. She was an avid 
reader and gardener with a deep 
curiosity and an abiding love of 
learning. She took great pleasure 
in spending time with her Labrador 
Retriever, Tucker who was her 

constant and devoted companion. 
Her beautiful energy and charisma 
were a delight to her family and 
all she met. She was loved deeply 
by all who had the good fortune to 
know her.

Visitation will be held on Friday 
September 30 from 3 pm to 7 pm 
at Bouton Funeral Home 31 West 
Church Street Georgetown, CT 
followed by funeral services on 
Saturday October 1, 2022 at 11 am 
at St. Patrick’s Church in Redding 
Ridge, CT. She will be buried next 
to her husband in the Redding 
Ridge Cemetery. To offer the 
family online condolences please 
visit www.boutonfuneralhome.
com g

Photo from the family

Christmas Eve 1930 in Scheemda, 
The Netherlands.  Her parents 
were Jan K. Smid and Grietje 
Smid-Boerema.  

After an idyllic childhood in 
the small town of Scheemda, the 
Nazi invasion in 1940 forced her 
father to give up his business and 
move with the family to the city 
of Groningen.  There Ina attended 
and graduated from, the Hogere 
Burger School for Meisjes and 
went on to learn stenography 
in Dutch, English, French, and 
German.  She first worked in the 
Orthodontic Department at the 
Academic Hospital in Groningen 
and then, with the Merchandise 
Research Department of the 
Bijenkorf Department Store in 
Amsterdam.  

In 1955, Ina came to the United 

Photo from the family

a fall. Her family was by her side. 
She was 85 years old. She was 
predeceased by her husband of 45 
years, Patrick J. Conlon in 2004. 
Irene is survived by her beloved 
family including her children 
and their spouses: Daniel Conlon 
(Tegan) of Redding, CT, Richard 
Conlon (Teresa) of Weston, CT and 
Ann Robinson (James) of Duxbury, 
MA and her grandchildren 
Katherine Conlon (Boyang Hou), 
Kiera Donnelly (Philip), Patrick 
Robinson, Caroline Robinson, 
Allison Irene Robinson and Jordan 
Farrell Conlon. As she was bravely 
fighting her injuries in the hospital, 
she was blessed by the arrival of 
her first great grandchild, Nieve 
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“The thing about literature that 
makes it so consoling, is that its 
tragedies are all in the past, and 
have the completeness and repose 
that comes of being beyond the 
reach of our endeavors.” That 
observation, from Bertrand Russell, 
underscores fi ction’s ability to 
capture essence. The challenge 
of fi ction is to convince you of 
its truth. Fiction mirrors living 
experience while entertaining 
readers with enlightening insights. 

Michael Schmidt declares his 
intention in the prologue of THE 
NOVEL: A BIOGRAPHY: “I set 
out to write this book without an 
overarching theory of the novel. 
I had no point to prove.” He says 
that his story “is told mainly by 
novelists through novels.”  

“One is dismayed by the lack of 
cleverness,” says Virginia Woolf 
of one novelist. Nabokov on 
Proust: “The whole is a treasure 
hunt where the treasure is time 
and the hiding place the past: this 
is the inner meaning of the title IN 
SEARCH OF LOST TIME.” For 
Nabokov the novel is a process 
of style and form that achieves 
“the transmutation of sensation 
into sentiment, the ebb and tide of 
memory, waves of emotion such 
as desire, jealousy, and artistic 
euphoria.” 

Michael Schmidt observes that 
“Proust’s effect is, at its most 
potent, less on structure and style 
than on ways of seeing.” These 
comments are meant to be helpful 
in an expanded appreciation of 
what Schmidt insists exists for 
the capable reader: “Between the 
lofty trunks of the great novels and 
novelists is the lower growth of the 
good and not so good; and among 
that lesser vegetation there is much 
that rewards attention.”

By informal count there are 
over 200 writers considered in 
chapter headings like Declarations 
of Independence, Convention and 
Invention, Social Concerns, etc. 
THE NOVEL: A BIOGRAPHY is 
a copious book, but it is eminently 
readable. It is not an anthology, 
not a compendium. It is rather 
more a history told in the voices 
of those writers under whose 
infl uence other writers found their 
voice. Schmidt tells us that of 
these writers “Some are fi lled with 
respect, some reserved, others 
bent double with laughter; the 
rebellious and impatient slash the 
canvases…” 

The subject is a big subject. 
At 1,172 pages, Michael Schmidt 
presents a big book. But the 
reader’s pleasure is in Schmidt’s 
erudition and unpretentious style. 
THE NOVEL: A BIOGRAPHY is 
one of those gems to discover and 
keep and browse and return to over 
a lifetime of reading. g

Review by Tom Casey
Tom is the author of Human 

Error and Strangers’ Gate

By George Avidon

“We are chameleons, and our 
partialities and prejudices change 
place with an easy and blessed 
facility, and we are soon wonted 
to the change and happy in it.” - 
Mark Twain

October in Redding brings 
welcome change from the summer 
heat, a time to refl ect amongst the 
New England autumn leaves and 
perhaps an opportunity to fi nd 
oneself in the throes of a great 
book or movie.

With a pulse on the legacy of 
the past and the great future ahead 
of us, the Mark Twain Library 
embraces our ability for change 
and as the leaves turn colors we 
welcome new genres and motifs, 
updated events and fresh content.  
Our ever-evolving community and 
patrons are at the center of our 
mission and purpose.    

The months of September and 
October continue to showcase 
the variety of the Library’s 
programming capabilities.  If 
you missed our Conversations 
discussion of The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn during Banned 
Book Week, don’t worry, we have 
it on our YouTube channel.  If you 
are already a subscriber you will 
receive a notifi cation when it’s 
available. If not, fi nd us @ Mark 
Twain Library Media.

On the 29th of September, we’ll 
feature a special evening of poetry, 
process and inspiration with 
Redding’s award-winning creative 
writer, Suzanne Frischkorn, who 
will discuss her newly-published 
poetry collection, Fixed Star.  
Suzanne’s latest work draws on her 

experience as a Cuban-American, 
and is the lens guiding the reader 
throughout the collection. Fixed 
Star, which has been called 
“structurally brilliant,” deftly 
illuminates the fi rst-generation 
experience of navigating the 
fi ssures of life — in language, 
geography, government, culture 
and family.  Be sure to also check 
out our Hispanic Heritage month 
collection.  Simply ask us where 
to fi nd it when visiting the Library.

As the temperatures drop, you 
might be looking to bring the 
outside in. We’ve got just the right 
program for you. On Wednesday, 
the 5th of October Jessica Bowen, 
along with her highly trained 
assistant Meredith Williams, will 
share tips and techniques on how 
to create a fall arrangement that 
really makes a statement.  Bowen 
is the owner of Flower Girl, an 
award-winning fl oral boutique 
based in Branchville which offers 
seasonal arrangements sourced 
from local farms and growers. 

Trying to start the beginning 
of the school year off on the right 
fi nancial—and healthy—foot, but 
affected by infl ation? Who isn’t?!  
These days, it seems like everyone 
is talking about rising food costs. 
Learn how to stretch those grocery 
dollars on the 13th of October 
during a virtual workshop with 
Jill Patterson, an award-winning 
dietitian nutritionist. She will offer 
tips and strategies to save money 
while buying nutritious and healthy 
foods.  During this workshop, 
Jill will make menu planning and 
budgeting fun through interactive 

On Thursday, September 15 
Brent Colley, Redding’s Town 
Historian, presented a hybrid 
program taking a closer look at 
Redding’s pre-colonial Native 
American residents and early 
settlement activity. 

It was the fi rst in an occasional 
series called History Close to 
Home, designed to explore topics 
specifi c to Redding and the 
Nutmeg State for those interested 
in understanding the complex 
history of the area.

Part I: It’s Complicated...
Redding’s Native Americans 
& Early Settlers traced the 
complex and troubled history of 
land ownership and occupation 
in the early 17th Century. The 
presentation took place in the 
library and was livestreamed via 
Zoom. More than one hundred 
people took in the presentation.

Colley, who is the First 
Selectman of Sharon, CT, was 
raised in Redding and was 
introduced to its varied history by 
his grandfather, Harry Colley. He 
has created a vast resource website, 
historyofredding.net, that covers 
everything from information about 
early manufacturing in Redding to 
the fi rst telephones. 

The presentation at the Library 
traced the earliest European 
activities in the area, starting with 
the travels of Adriaen Block in 

Good books for good readers l By Margi Esten

Library presents early Redding history program
By Jeanne Ammermuller

These two extraordinary 
and beautifully written novels 
about the strength of love and 
friendship despite the harshest of 

1614 in search of furs and pelts 
up a river from Long Island Sound 
to the region that native peoples 
called Quinnehtukqut, meaning 
the Great Tidal River.

It took several decades before 
settlement moved to the western 
parts of Connecticut, because 
early settlement was focused on 
the coastal regions of Westport 
and Fairfi eld, at which time native 
peoples from those areas were 
pushed inland, settling in the 
areas around Redding, Bethel and 
Danbury. There was no record of 
European settlement until 1651, 
when settlement began around 
Derby (1651), Woodbury (1672), 
and Danbury (1684), all following 
Native American trails.

Finally, as oxcarts made travel 
easier through these pathways, 
serious settlement and various 
deeds and treaties were created 
between the native people and the 
settlers. However, those deeds, 
including those made with the 
Chief who was responsible for 
the territories around Redding, 
Chickens Warrup, were often 
misunderstood. 

As Colley explained, the 
concept of land ownership was 
very different for the indigenous 
peoples who more often discussed 
usage in terms of the resources 
rather than permanent rights to 
the land. The native peoples often 

circumstances are not to be missed.
The Memoirs of Stockholm 

Sven – This debut novel, written 
by Redding native Nathaniel Ian 

thought they were conferring 
rights to trap beaver, or hunt deer, 
while the settlers were trading 
for permanent ownership. In the 
native peoples’ view, they could 
confer rights to one person for 
one activity and to another for 
a different activity, ensuring the 
land’s use by many. This concept 
can be seen in the place names 
throughout the area, including 
Simpaug, meaning beaver pond or 
Waramaug meaning good fi shing 
place.

The presentation then covered 
the complex process of settling 
Redding itself, including it 
being one of the few areas that 
was settled by both Puritans 
and Anglicans, who lived in a 
peacefully integrated community, 
until the time of the Revolution 
when the two groups began to take 
sides.

For more information on this 
complex history, be sure to explore 
the History of Redding website 
and attend the next program 
in the series on Wednesday, 
November 16, Connecticut’s 
Great Discoveries in Archaeology 
with State Archaeologist Nicholas 
Bellantoni. g

game questions, and share some 
of her best recipe resources. In 
addition to her expertise in diet and 
nutrition, Patterson is a certifi ed 
personal trainer and group fi tness 
instructor who specializes in menu 
planning on a budget.  She has 
been quoted in the Huffi ngton 
Post, Parents Magazine, and many 
local news outlets.

In keeping with that healthy 
theme, for those wanting to get—
or stay—fi t this Fall, Viki Boyko 
returns to the Library for a virtual 
yoga movement series beginning 
the 13th of October.  Her class will 
help you feel energized and fi t. 
Boyko is a Movement Educator, 
Yoga Teacher and Mindfulness 
Coach. She’s really an overall 
movement lover!  In this six-
week series, she will encourage 
you to love moving your body 
with a selection of three different 
approaches: Fitness; Gentle 
Mindful Yoga and ‘Learn while 
you Move’ classes.  

So as you watch the colors 
of the leaves turn and feel the 
temperatures drop, be sure to stop 
by for a book to cozy up with and 
fi nd out something new, or check 
in frequently on our website for 
upcoming programs and sign up 
for e-mail announcements, because 
there’s always room to read more, 
learn more and discover more.  We 
look forward to seeing you in the 
Library and online. g

George Avidon 
is acting Director of 
Mark Twain Library

The Novel: A Biography
By Michael Schmidt

1,172 pp. Belknap/Harvard. $39.95 
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Miller, is about the journey of a 
restless young man who escapes 
his ordinary life to live a solitary 
one in the Arctic Circle where 
darkness reigns for four months 
of the year. Some new and most 
unusual friends and a loyal dog 
teach him – and the reader – 
that even in the most solitary 
conditions we are not beyond the 
reach of love and friendship.

The Dog Stars by Peter Heller 
– A post-apocalyptic novel set in 
Colorado is another story about a 
young man – and his dog – living 
a lonesome existence in (of all 
places) an airplane hangar as the 
world is ravaged by an epidemic 
and barbaric thugs.  But it is a tale 
of the essential features of human 
nature and who and what we may 
become after everything familiar 
has been stripped away. g
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PURA: Connecticut energy regulators set rates, oversee distribution l By Donna Christopher

Energy regulators were brought 
into a tree-cutting controversy re-
cently, giving customers a look at 
how the Connecticut Public Utili-
ties Regulatory Authority can act 
on their behalf.

There was disagreement over 
whether Eversource had adequate-
ly supplied the town with required 
information about its vegetation 
management plan for a 3.7-mile 
segment of roads in Redding.

The Aug. 23 PURA request was 
made by attorney Mary-Michelle 
U. Hirschoff, acting on behalf of 
the Garden Club of New Haven, 
for 13 towns including Redding. 
It stated that Eversource failed to 
notify the authority or the munici-
palities of the programs according 
to the general statutes of Connecti-
cut and that PURA had not had a 
chance to evaluate the cost-effec-
tiveness of these projects.

Eversource complied with the 
request and on Sept. 6 PURA lift-
ed a cease and desist order. The 
utility gave a detailed plan of the 
proposed roads where the program 
will take place and an estimate of 
the time needed for the proposed 
vegetation management, accord-
ing to Docket No. 17-12-03RE08 
(dpuc.state.ct.us/SearchDB.nsf/
MenuForm?Openform).

The motion said, “it has not 
been determined whether the new 
programs provide meaningful re-
silience benefits” and the garden 

club also stated that “existing tall 
trees provide myriad benefits to 
the environment and economy that 
have not been considered by Ever-
source.”

PURA stated in the docket, 
“The Authority appreciates the 
multitude of public comments” 
and is “sympathetic to the argu-
ments set forth by the Garden Club 
of New Haven and many others 
arguing against more expansive 
resilience-based VM (vegetation 
management) Programs.”

The process is available to all 
energy customers in Connecticut 
and anyone can file a case and 
comment on open dockets.  In its 
role to oversee consumer energy 
consumption, PURA sets the rates 
charged by investor-owned utili-
ties, advances the modernization 
of the electric distribution sys-
tem, and regulates the retail elec-
tric supplier market, among other 
roles.

The Authority’s regulatory 
function and how to understand 
a residential electric bill was pre-
sented by PURA Chairman Ma-
rissa Paslick Gillett in a Sept. 15 
workshop hosted by State Rep. 
Raghib Allie-Brennan (Bethel, 
Danbury, Redding, Newtown). 
(Zoom - watch on YouTube at 
https://youtu.be/7pv09Hh34rk)

“Connecticut residents pay 
some of the highest bills in the na-
tion,” Allie-Brennan said. “We’ve 

experienced disruption caused by 
storms, and increased rate hikes 
by Eversource, and a lot of people 
are concerned with the impact the 
climate crisis will have on their 
homes and energy prices.”

Allie-Brennan is vice chair of 
the energy and technology com-
mittee and co-chair of the bi-parti-
san clean energy caucus. In 2020, 
as vice chair of the committee, “I 
helped pass the Take Back Our 
Grid act that makes electric util-
ities more accountable for their 
performances and strengthens 
compensation of ratepayers who 
lose power for significant periods 
of time,” he said in the online dis-
cussion.

“We have jurisdiction over a lot 
of the services that affect you each 
day. Primarily electric and natural 
gas are the ones that we interact 
with the most. We do regulate wa-
ter and some limited telecommuni-
cations,” Gillett said.

“The big differentiator here, 
between what PURA oversees and 
what we don’t (regulate) is referred 
to as an investor-owned utility. 
What does it mean? It’s, you know, 
really interesting. When you think 
about a public service, or a public 
good, like electricity or water, and 
having that owned by a private 
entity. But in reality, that’s what 
many of the services are. They’re 
called natural monopolies,” Gillett 
said in the presentation.

Photo by Janet Metzger

Memorial of the Lost 
honors those lost to gun violence l By Janet Metzger

Master Class at Ridge Cemetery l By Louise Wagner

There was a striking and 
somber display on the lawn of 
Christ Church Parish at the corner 
of Cross Highway and Black Rock 
Turnpike for two weeks ending 
last weekend.  The church hosted 
the Memorial of the Lost, a display 
created by the Episcopal Camp 
Washington in Lakeville to honor 
and remember the sixty-five lives 
that have been lost to gun violence 
(so far) across Connecticut this 
year.  

Episcopal churches throughout 
Connecticut have been hosting the 
travelling display. The display is of 
white T-shirts on frames, each one 
inscribed with the name and date 
of death of a person lost to gun 
violence. The names and dates on 
the original group of T-shirts were 
written by middle school students 
at Camp Washington.  The display 
is updated every week as additional 
lives are lost. g

Saturday, October 1 will see 
Michael Carroll return to Redding 
to give a Master Class in monument 

Eversource is the electric utility 
that serves most of the district, she 
noted. 

“We’re not going to be in the 
instance of seeing multiple poles 
and wires for different entities. 
These are natural monopolies and 
we’re stepping in to set rates that 
can act on behalf of what the pri-
vate market would normally bring 
to the situation,” Gillett said.

Examples of areas outside PU-
RA’s purview are a lot of compa-
nies that provide telecommunica-
tions and internet services; also 
whether a utility will reimburse 
customers for the loss of spoiled 
food or medication in prolonged 
outages.

 “We could order it, but then the 
utility would be allowed to recov-
er that cost through rates which 
really defeats the whole purpose,” 
Gillett explained.

PURA has three commission-
ers and basically acts like a court 
where the commissioners are sit-
ting essentially as judges oversee-
ing a litigated proceeding where 
the parties are making their cases.

The Authority handles 80 to 100 
investigations of open cases at any 
given time. “We have oversight 
over a lot of different companies. 
We are stakeholders to see that 
they’re doing the thing that they 
should be, so at any given time 
we’re investigating some aspect or 
pursuing a new program. They all 

start by initiating a docket.”
She encourages consumers to 

take the time to review past dock-
ets to familiarize themselves with 
how PURA handles cases.

When a docket is filed there will 
be a hearing and a public comment 
process, and a record is developed 
for the case, similarly to a court 
process, Gillett said.

“We’re going to have technical 
meetings, which is just a fancy 
word for a stakeholder workshop, 
a conference. We’re going to take 
the time to read the comments. 
We’re going to propound interrog-
atories, which is discovery.”

“We are supposed to be balanc-
ing the interests of the parties be-
fore us,” Gillett said.

“We will go into a proceeding 
where it is just us and our staff and 
the utilities who have asked us to 
do something. So it is very difficult 
to reach a balanced decision unless 
we have balanced perspectives in 
front of us, so we are definitely on 
a mission to have conversations 
like the one we’re having tonight 
to convince you that it’s important 
to every aspect of your life. It is vi-
tally important that we have addi-
tional perspectives in these dock-
ets before us,” Gillett said.

To file a case with PURA visit 
portal.ct.gov/PURA/About/Filing-
and-Forms/Make-An-Electron-
ic-Filing g

Selectmen fill vacancies
By Rocco Valluzzo

Redding’s Board of Selectmen 
appointed Regina O’Brien as the 
Planning Commission representa-
tive to the Historic Review Com-
mittee at its Sept.19 meeting.

O’Brien, a longtime member of 
the Planning Commission, was ap-
pointed for a term ending Dec.15, 
2025.

According to First Selectwom-
an Julia Pemberton, about nine 
years ago the town passed a dem-
olition delay ordinance that im-
plemented a 180-day stay for any 
property 50 years or older that was 
subject to any kind of demolition. 
Once the permit for demolition is 
applied for, the Historic Review 
Committee reviews the permit as 
well as the property with the own-
ers and tries to work with them to 
preserve whatever aspect of the 
structure has historic value.

“It could be an old shed that has 
no value but has been there for 60 
years and the review committee 
can also just say ‘no, there is no 

historic value here’ and the home-
owner can go right ahead,” said 
Pemberton. “Properties that aren’t 
historic move right through.”

She added that if the properties 
are historic the committee will 
work with homeowners, at least 
have homeowners possibly donate 
some of the historic elements of 
the structure to the Redding His-
torical Society for preservation.

“I’ve known Regina for a num-
ber of years,” said Selectwoman 
Peg O’Donnell. “She’s very good 
at this. She’s very careful at what 
she does. This is her wheelhouse.”

O’Brien will be sworn in at a 
later date and participate in those 
meetings.

The Selectmen also filled an 
alternate position on the Zoning 
Commission with the appointment 
of Nicole Bricker, who was 
nominated by the Democratic 
Town Committee and will be 
sworn in by the Town Clerk at a 
later date. g

Photo by  Louise Wagner

and gravestone conservation at the 
Redding Ridge Cemetery on Black 
Rock Turnpike.  The event begins 

at 10:00 a.m.
Carroll, a winner of the 

prestigious 2021 Preservation 
Connecticut Award, and one of 
Connecticut’s foremost authorities 
on gravestone and monument 
restoration and conservation 
will be teaching the Arlington 
National Cemetery Administration 
Recommended Basic Cleaning 
Procedure of Headstones. 

The program is presented in 
partnership with the Redding 
Historical Society and the National 
Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution Drum Hill 
Chapter.

Everyone is invited, no matter 
your skill level, to this hands-
on workshop. Mr. Carroll is 
generously volunteering his time 
and travel. A $10 donation is 
appreciated to offset the cleaning 
materials used on the day of the 
event. 

Reservations would be 
appreciated. Please text or call 203-
770-1715 or e-mail lwagner1@
optonline.net g

Thursday, September 22 the Heritage Center hosted a Flamenco 
& Paella lunch event featuring dancer Yohanna Escamilla and 
vocalist-guitarist Pedro Jiménez, supported by a contribution 
from Meadow Ridge. The interactive performance encouraged 
audience participation, including dancing and use of jaleos (calls of 
encouragement) such as Olé! Venga! Guapa! 

Photo by Margherita Pilato 
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Scouts enjoying Water Day
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Redding Scouts offers learning and leadership for kids and plenty of fun as well   
By Rob Sample

If you could identify a surefire 
way to put your child on a path to 
future success, what might that be? 
Well, it already exists: It’s called 
scouting.

Fall marks the beginning 
of a new year for scouting in 
Redding, with new activities and 
an opportunity for kids to join a 
scouting troop. After a small dip 
during the Covid shutdown, there’s 
been a comeback for both the Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts. The latter 
went co-ed nationwide in 2018 
and is now known by the name 
Scouting BSA (an acronym for the 
organization’s original name, Boy 
Scouts of America). 

Both organizations offer a 
distinct array of fun, educational 
activities and build on a strong 
history for scouting that spans 
more than 70 years in Redding. 
“Scouting is a phenomenal 
experience for the kids who go 
through this experience,” noted 
John Dossmann, scoutmaster of 
Redding’s Troop 306. “I have 
nothing but good things to say 
about it.”

Both the Girl Scouts and 
Scouting BSA begin the scouting 
experience at the kindergarten 
level – dubbed Daisies in the 
Girl Scouts and Lions in BSA. 
When they reach first grade, BSA 
scouts then become Tigers and, 
at the second-grade level, Cub 
Scouts. Girl Scouts advance to 
the Brownie level in first grade. 
Typically, membership growth is 
strongest at the elementary school 
level, and tapers off in middle and 
high school. 

Kids who remain in scouting 
for the duration are invited – but 
not required – to pursue the BSA’s 
Eagle Scout program and the Girl 
Scouts’ Gold Award. Both of these 
programs involve designing and 
implementing substantive service 
projects. A plaque at Redding 
Town Hall celebrates these 
achievements.

Leaders in both Scouting BSA 
and the Girl Scouts pointed out 
that while both organizations have 
similar aims, they differ greatly. 
Scouting BSA puts a heavy 
emphasis on camping and the 
outdoors, while Girl Scouts fosters 
community service and career 
training. In both, the self-directed 
nature that these scout leaders 
emphasize leads to troops setting 
their own agendas and overall 
vibe. 

Aiming for self-reliance
“Ours is a strict boy-led unit,” 

noted Scott Morris, scoutmaster 
of Redding Troop 15, which 
encompasses boys from ages 
12 through 18. “Sometimes, 
that approach goes very well…
sometimes not so much. They’re 
going to make mistakes. You have 
to let them do that to enable them 
to learn and to succeed.”

The other important rule Morris 
follows? Making everything fun. 
If you don’t do that, he cautioned, 
boys will easily become bored and 
begin to leave. 

“Some of my scouts are nerds, 
some became scouts because 
they love camping and some just 
wanted to hang out with their 

buds,” said Morris, whose own 
three sons are scouts. “There’s 
a place for everyone here. Kids 
from out of town have heard good 
things about us and we now have 
scouts from Norwalk, Brookfield, 
Easton and Danbury in addition to 
Redding.”

Working closely with Troop 15 
is the all-girl Troop 306, which 
was formed in early 2019. “When 
the scouts themselves realize 
that the success of the troop and 
the activities is in their hands, 
there’s meaning behind it,” said 
Dossmann, whose 12-year-old 
daughter Sydney is a member. 
“Our scouts truly like and 
appreciate that.” 

The Girl Scouts pursues much 
the same approach beginning at 
the Junior scout level, which is for 
girls in grades four and five.

“In addition, there are different 
ways for a girl to belong to the 
Girl Scouts,” said service leader 
Stephanie Gregory. “For instance, 
a girl who is homeschooled can be 
a Juliette, which is an individual 
member. In addition, there are now 
lots of Girl Scouts who also belong 
to the Scouts BSA.”

The name “Juliette” refers to 
Juliette Gordon Low, who founded 
the Girl Scouts in 1911. Low drew 
inspiration for the Girl Scouts 
from her acquaintance with Robert 
Baden Powell, the British founder 
of the Boy Scouts. 

Juliette scouts work on badges, 
which focus on skills ranging from 
the traditional (such as cooking) 
to the contemporary (such as 
STEM skills, robotics and internet 
etiquette). These untethered 
members also take part in group 
activities, if they wish, without the 
need to attend regular meetings.

Small is beautiful
Gregory oversees 12 troops in 

Easton in addition to the 14 that 
are currently in Redding. These 
groups are deliberately kept to 
approximately one dozen members 
each, for a key reason. Gregory 
likens it to class size. “Smaller 
classes, more benefits,” she said. 

This individual attention by 
scout leaders has payoffs for both 
each scout and the troop, she 
added. Each scout will determine 
what she wants to accomplish for 
that year, what badges she will 
pursue and the activities in which 
she will take part. The troop will 

also vote on its yearly agenda.
“As they get older, they’ll help 

make a budget for the troop,” said 
Gregory. “They’ll identify what 
they want to do – and by doing 
that they will know how many 
cookies they will need to sell, and 
what else extra they’ll need to do 
to raise the funds.

“Leaders are encouraged to 
work with the girls to keep those 
budgets low,” she added. “We also 
emphasize that there are plenty of 
things that are free, such as hikes 
in the woods, visits to the local 
firehouse, or New Pond Farm.”

While older units encourage 
autonomy, the reverse is necessary 
for the younger groups. For 
instance, at these younger ages 
there are no “drop-offs.” Instead, 
parents stick around for meetings 
and sign up to provide needed 
assistance for activities. 

“We’re fortunate in that with 
one pack, we always have a good 
number of scouts,” said Amanda 
Guarniere, assistant scoutmaster 
of Redding’s Pack 118. “The 
challenge for us is we need parents 
to lean in to help run the meetings 
and activities. Parents have 
stepped up to meet that challenge 
now that we have more activities 
on the horizon.”

“Kids can join at any age, but 
usually start at the cub level,” 
added Guarniere, whose five-year-
old twin daughters are in the pack. 
In addition, husband Chris is a 
district executive with the BSA’s 
Connecticut Yankee Council, 
which serves Fairfield and New 
Haven counties.

Pack 118 expects to have 55 to 
75 cubs this year, depending on 
how many newcomers sign up. 
With the span of ages, the pack is 
divided into age-appropriate units, 
but the overall emphasis is on 
character-building, socialization, 
outdoor skills and emergency 
preparedness.

Guarniere pointed out that 
a fourth BSA group exists in 
Redding: Venture Crew 777. 
Venturing is a coeducational 
program that has existed in the 
BSA since the 1970s.

Trails ahead
Among the first events on the 

agenda this month: an overnight 
Cub Scouts campout at Putnam 
State Park and a moonlight 
“flashlight hike” at Topstone 

Mountain organized by the Girl 
Scouts. The Cubs expect to have a 
second campout in the spring. 

Additionally, the pack’s 
annual sale of holiday wreaths 
and centerpieces begins later this 
month and continues through mid-
November. “We’ll do some door-
to-door sales but we’ll also set up 
booths at some stores in town,” 
said Guarniere.

Looking farther afield, local 
scouts are aiming high. “I have 
a separate High Adventure 
sub-troop,” Morris noted. “We 
are planning a three-day, two-
night hike on a section of the 
Appalachian Trail. We’ll start in 
New York and end up in Kent.”

In Girl Scouts, Redding troops 
have expressed some interest in 
an overnight trip but no definite 
plans have yet been made. Farther 
along, Troops 15 and 306 are both 
planning for a trip to the Philmont 
Scout Ranch in Cimarron, New 
Mexico in July of 2023. The 15-
day event will involve more than 
50 miles of hiking, beginning 
at elevations of 7,000 feet and 
proceeding to 12,000 feet. 

“It’s huge – troops come from 
all over the U.S.,” said Dossmann. 

An important post-script: 
Overnight trips, especially those 
involving travel to other parts 
of the country, can be costly for 
scouts and their families.

“Scouting truly involves 
some wonderful trips,” said 
Linda Meyer Mitchell, a former 
scout leader, local volunteer and 
Redding Sentinel contributor. 
“When my son was in Boy Scouts, 
there was one family with three 
kids in scouting. An overnight 
trip can cost $150 per person, 
so that would be $450 for all of 
them. That’s a lot of money, so it’s 
important for people to know that 
financial assistance can be made 
available for people who need it.”

For more information on 
scouting, send an e-mail to one of 
the people listed below.
• Girl Scouts: Stephanie Gregory, 

stephanie4714@gmail.com
• BSA Troop 15: Scott Morris, 

scoutmasterredding@gmail.
com

• BSA Troop 306: John Dossmann, 
t306scoutmaster@gmail.com

• Cub Scouts Pack 118: 
Jon Shanahan 
jonsemail323@gmail.com g

groups/336865775297644

Would you like to join the Sentinel team?

1. 
We’re looking for someone to find advertisers for us. 

Please write to advertising@reddingsentinel.org 
if you’re interested in sales and would like more information. Part-time.

 
2. 

We’re looking for an editor.  You should know – or be willing to learn – Redding, be organized, collaborative, and 
write well.  Please write to publisher@reddingsentinel.org if you’re interested and would like more information. 

Full or part-time
 

3. 
We’re looking for a community reporter. Must be available some 

evenings to cover town board and commission meetings. Please write to editor@reddingsentinel.org if you’re 
interested and would like more information. Full or part-time.

 
4. 

We’d like to add to our graphic design and layout team.  If you know InDesign, 
please e-mail publisher@reddingsentinel.org for more information. Part-time

 

Have you subscribed to the Sentinel yet? 
Visit www.reddingsentinel.org/subscribe to place your order to be sure you don’t miss an issue.

Would you like to advertise in the Sentinel? 
Visit www.reddingsentinel.org/advertise to learn more, or write to advertise@reddingsentinel.org

 

Please tell us what you think of the Sentinel.  
We want to cover what you want to know. Please write to editor@reddingsentinel.org with comments or ideas.

 

JOIN THE SENTINEL TEAM
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Business Spotlight

Looking to buy a gift that’s 
hand-crafted, entirely unique, and 
made by a local artist? Head on 
over to Ally Bally Bee, a boutique 
market located on Route 7 in 
Ridgefi eld that recently celebrated 
its 10th anniversary.

When Morag Grassie, a 
Redding resident originally from 
Scotland, opened the store a 
decade ago, did she envision being 
in business for ten solid years?

“No chance, no way,” she said. 
“It’s the weirdest thing to fi nd 
ourselves here at ten years old.”

As a textile artist in her own 
right, Grassie has always loved 
knitting, upholstery, and attending 

craft fairs. She’s also always 
loved museum stores. So, when 
her family moved to the area to 
pursue a job offer for her husband, 
Grassie — a molecular biologist 
by training, then on a professional 
hiatus — decided to put her two 
passions together to stay busy. 

After spending countless hours 
researching what it took to open a 
business in America and building a 
business model that would sustain 
the store, Ally Bally Bee opened 
its doors in 2012.

“We’re a museum style-store 
that offers the best of what you 
can get at craft fairs, open all year 
round,” Grassie said. “When we 

“We also put as many products 
as we could in the windows and 
made appointments for people to 
window shop,” Grassie said.

While the store originally 
didn’t get any help from the 
state, we “had a very cooperative 
landlord, who gave us a couple of 
months of rent for free,” Grassie 
said. “This allowed me to continue 
paying my staff.” Eventually, the 
store received a $5,000 grant 
from Connecticut which was very 
helpful, Grassie explained.

Ally Bally Bee prides itself on 
having a new variety of products 
each season. To date, the store has 
worked with some 260 artists, 
Grassie said. Unlike comparable 
stores, Ally Bally Bee also offers 
competitive prices; the local 
artists sell their products more 
because they love doing it than 
because they’re trying to pay their 
mortgages.

If you’re a local artist who 
might be interested in selling 
items at the store, Grassie 
encourages you to shoot them a 
quick e-mail or stop by and talk to 
an artist who’s there.

“Our one caveat is that 
products have to be different,” 
Grassie says. “I’m careful not to 
bring on two woodworkers who 
are doing the same woodwork, for 
example. We want new artisans to 
complement — not compete. We 
try to have as many unique styles 
as we possibly can.”

For Grassie, one of the biggest 
reasons Ally Bally Bee has been 

successful is because of its location 
in the Georgetown area.

“We’re a destination store. 
People can come and park at the 
door; there aren’t any issues,” she 
said. “What always amazes me 
is the number of new customers 
coming in. Once people come in, 
they always come back.”

In particular, the Redding 
community has been especially 
supportive of the store over the last 
decade.

“Redding residents really 
appreciate and support local 
artists,” Grassie explained. 
“People from Redding appreciate 
our uniqueness, diversity, and 
value for money, knowing that 
they’re supporting local artists.” 

In addition to a market that’s 
open seven days a week, Ally Bally 
Bee also offers some classes and 
private events. Looking ahead, the 
store is anticipating another busy 
holiday season. If you’re looking 
to get something different you 
can’t fi nd anywhere else, Grassie 
suggests stopping by the store in 
early November and chatting with 
an artist, who should be able to 
help you fi nd that special item.

As for the next 10 years? “If 
you can make it through COVID, 
you can make it through anything,” 
Grassie said. “As long as the 
artists keep up their energy and 
enthusiasm, nothing can stop us.”  

For more information on Ally 
Bally Bee, visit https://ally-bally-
bee.com g

fi rst opened, my motivation was 
smiles — not dollars. As long 
as we broke even, that’s all that 
mattered.” 

Ally Bally Bee is home to 
a vibrant community of local 
artisans whose wares line the 
store’s walls and display cases. In 
exchange for being able to show 
their merchandise, the artists pay a 
small fee to the store each month. 
The store also receives a small 
commission for each product that 
sells.

“The artists are the backbone 
of the store,” Grassie explained. 
“They make sure we’re open seven 
days a week.”

Though Grassie is the store’s 
owner and founder, she recently 
went back to work at Yale, where 
she researches drug discovery and 
oversees a $25 million fund.

“The Ridgefi eld store is 
self-sustainable,” Grassie said, 
adding that she has two part-time 
employees and 12 artists chipping 
in throughout the week. “You’ll 
still fi nd me there on the weekends 
or doing bookkeeping at night.”

In order to celebrate its 10th 
birthday, Ally Bally Bee had to 
navigate the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which was a “huge challenge,” 
according to Grassie.

“But we came through,” she 
said. “We survived on FaceTime 
and with facemasks.” 

As the pandemic hit, the store 
pivoted to e-commerce, taking 
pictures of every item in the store 
to put online. 

Ally Bally Bee turns 10 boutique artisan market offers ‘something for everyone’
By Justin Reynolds

Morag Grassie, owner and founder of Ally Bally Bee, with Marion Unangst, a 
Redding artist who manages the store.

Photo by Jeanne Ammermuller

I love Redding because there’s nothing here l By Jeanne Ammermuller 

Why Redding?

Ann Curry has spent much of 
her adult life with a passion for 
antique homes, including three in 
Redding since she moved here in 
1991. She and her daughter An-
nalisa Ericson now live in an 1810 
home on Redding Road along the 
Saugatuck River.

What do you do / where do you 
work? 

I currently work at the Wilton 
Y after retiring in 2019 as HR 
Director for a technology company 
based in Wilton.

How did you hear about 
Redding?

I was renting a house in Wilton, 
and the owners decided to sell it. 
I couldn’t afford to buy it, so I 
started looking in nearby towns. I 
knew nothing about Redding but 
found a house we loved: 15 Hill 
Road. It was built in 1850. 

There’s a lovely brook in the 
back. It’s nice and secluded even 
though it’s on the main road. You 
can’t tell from the road, but it’s 

a nice-sized house with lots of 
closets. It was a foreclosure, so 
we bought it “as is,” but it was a 
lovely home that was great for 
entertaining. 

What qualities made Redding 
seem like a good place to live?

It sounds counterintuitive. I 
love Redding because there’s 
nothing here. There’s not the hustle 
and bustle of other towns. Yes, 
there are churches, restaurants, 
Concerts on the Town Green 
in the summer. But it’s a rural 
community that provides solitude. 
My job required me to work with 
people all day long – I was happy 
to come home to a house with no 
visible neighbors, no stores and 
commerce and traffi c. 

What have you learned since?

I’ve found a great place to call 
home. Everything you need is 10 
minutes away in either Bethel or 
Georgetown. I found a wonderful 
community at the Congregational 
Church in Redding Center. It 
offered a great commute for me 
to Wilton, but also allowed me a 
restful retreat.

15 Hill Road was not your last 
house in Redding, where did you 
go next?

After my divorce, that house 
was too big, so we moved to 
138 Redding Road, across from 
Nazzaro’s. This one was built in 
1865. It was a tiny house that was 
so sweet. But after 5 years, the 
house was a bit too small.

So that’s when we found our 
current home, 573 Redding Road. 
It was a very rundown antique, 
built in 1810. 

What makes your home special 
to you?

It’s an antique restored by 
my son Eric Ericson, who is a 
very talented carpenter. I love it 
here. It’s the right size. I love the 
wildlife. My son and his family 
are close and can come over 
every Sunday for dinner and have 
fun in the yard and the river. It’s a 
special place. 

What keeps you here?

The convenience to shopping 
in Bethel and Ridgefi eld; the 
property tax benefi t for seniors. 

I love our neighbors. We love 
throwing a Halloween party for 
my grandchildren’s classmates.

I love that so much of the land 
is protected from development 
and that there are so many trails. 
When we fi rst moved here, we 
must have hiked every trail in
town.

What would you like to see 
change or improved?

I would like to see people 
slow down and be careful on our 
beautiful roads. Because I love 
antique houses, I have lived on very 
busy roads, and I’ve seen too many 
accidents. 

What are your favorite things to 
do in town?

The Congregational Church has 
been a very welcoming community 
for us. We really enjoy the Concerts 
on the Green. 

Nearby?

I do most of my shopping in 
Bethel. I’m a big fan of Caraluzzi’s. 
We love the Black Cat. 

What is your advice for 
newcomers?

Join a local church, if you’re so 
inclined. Make the most of the great 
schools. Enjoy the trails.

Be prepared to drive. As much as 
I love the solitude, you frequently 
have to drive to fi nd the services 
you need, but that’s okay. Bethel is 
8 minutes away. g

Seeking information on the upcoming political races, a group of Meadow 
Ridge residents invited Ceci Maher, who is running for State Senator, to a 
luncheon last week.  

From left, Nancy Pelz-Paget, Celie Rosenau, Jane McCaffrey, Dan Sharp 
(President, Meadow Ridge Residents Board), Candidate Maher, Susan 
Auslander

Photo by Carol Morgan

To find out more, call 203-601-6450 or visit MeadowRidge.com

Experience the pinnacle of friendship.

Managed by Benchmark Senior Living 
100 Redding Road  |  Redding, CT 06896

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

A toast by our fire pit is a perfect metaphor for the warm and gracious welcome 

you will feel as a new resident of Meadow Ridge. Walk down the halls and receive 

friendly greetings from our residents and associates, who will quickly bring you 

into the fold of life here. One or more of our dozens of activities, programs, clubs 

or committees are sure to appeal to you, connecting you with new like-minded 

friends to share a meal, a good chat or a nice glass of wine by the fire.
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Quirky and full of possibility. 
That’s how Lisa Kuller describes 
herself and her historic home.  
“This house is close to reflecting 
who I am – interesting and not 
simple,” says Kuller, of her 1880’s 
industrial-style home located in 
the former Geoppler Cider Mill, 
Sanford Railroad Station, and 
Topstone Post Office building 
on the border of Redding and 
Ridgefield.  In the 1940’s it was 
also home to the Topstone Mask 
Company which made Halloween 
masks. “I’m a very creative person.  
I like interesting and there’s nothing 
quite like this home. It began as a 
factory and has evolved over the 
years.” 

Kuller, who purchased the 

property in 2017, raises sheep 
and angora goats. “It’s a fantastic 
structure. I’m always looking 
and thinking how the space was 
used,” she says. A fiber artist and 
therapist, Kuller redesigned the 
huge unfinished third floor to use 
for ZENWEAVE, a studio/office. 
“It’s a beautiful 1,400-square-foot 
space with 14’ ceilings and has 
original thick metal rods spanning 
the ceiling to keep the house from 
bowing. “

Despite renovations by two 
previous owners, the house retains 
historical integrity. The main floor 
is a large open space featuring 
original 8”-square redwood beams. 
Second floor bedrooms have 
original wide plank pine floors 

Lisa Kuller artist in historic home l By Pamela Brown 

and old beams. The basement has 
a large hole in the wall where a 
safe was located. “Many years 
ago, when it was the post office, a 
robber broke in to steal petty cash 
and two-cent stamps. He used 
dynamite to blow off the door,” 
explains Kuller who renovated the 
kitchen but kept an industrial flair, 
with open shelving, a gray color 
scheme, and stone countertops. 
She describes the home’s décor as 
artistic eclectic, featuring natural 
materials, including wood, wrought 
iron, handcrafted furniture, and 
antiques.   

The exterior of the home has its 
original lightning rod and a chute 
with pulleys where apples were 
sent down to the basement. When 

landscaping, Kuller has discovered 
interesting antiques, such as rusted 
industrial parts, strap hinges, and 
glass soda bottles from the 1950’s. 
“It feels like there’s magic here 
but I feel comfortable. I’m always 
wondering what people did here 
and how the home was used.”    

A fiber artist for twenty years, 
Kuller processes the fleece from her 
goats and sheep, spinning, dying, 
and using looms from the 1900’s to 
weave blankets, scarves, and wall 
hangings. “I’m keeping true to the 
home’s history of being a working 
building,” she says. “It’s cool to 
start from basically the fur of an 
animal and end up with a beautiful 
blanket or scarf and have done it 
myself.” She also incorporates her 

artwork into her therapy practice.  
“I always felt it fit together. For me, 
weaving has been a primary way of 
relieving stress. It’s rhythmic and 
repetitive which are the primary 
characteristics of meditative, 
calming activity.” 

Kuller loves talking about her 
house, her animals, and her artwork 
and has been pondering the best 
way to use her studio as a safe 
gathering space where like-minded 
people can hang out, share, and be 
creative.  “It would be good for 
me and the community.  If people 
are interested in being part of a 
community like that, reach out and 
start a conversation with me.” g

Photos by Lisa Kuller 

Fall Fest for The Nest a community festival for all ages l By Linda Meyer Mitchell

Music, food, and fun for all 
ages is on deck at the fall festival 
to be held Sunday, October 30th 
at Joel Barlow High School.  The 
purpose of the event is twofold:  
to raise money for a new facility 
called “The Nest”, and to offer the 
people of Easton and Redding the 
opportunity to finally gather as a 
community for some fall fun after 
years of Covid downtime.  What 
better season in New England for 
a bit of camaraderie and outdoor 
entertainment?

So what is The Nest?  Still in 
the vision stage, it is a new facility 
which will hopefully be built down 
near the Barlow sports fields that 
would include many things.  First 
and most importantly, it would in-
clude ADA-compliant bathroom 
facilities for the use of all par-
ticipants and visitors to Barlow 
events. There currently are no such 
facilities, so this would allow Bar-
low to welcome any and all visi-
tors.  It would also include a con-
cession stand, team room for the 
various sports teams, and a large 

multipurpose gathering room to be 
available for school use and com-
munity events.

A group of energetic people 
formed the Barlow Community 
Enhancement Project to evaluate 
what it would take to make this 
dream a reality, and the upcoming 
fall festival is a step towards rais-
ing money for something that will 
benefit the community as well as 
the students.

The fall festival will feature 
live music, food trucks, local ar-
tisan vendors, a pet parade and 
costume contest, an animal shel-
ter meet and greet, and informa-
tion tables providing everything 
you want to know about oppor-
tunities and activities in Redding 
and Easton.  There will be lots of 
games and prizes, including a corn 
hole competition as well as vol-
leyball, kick ball and wiffle ball 
games for enthusiasts of all levels.  
For our younger participants there 
will be autumn crafts, face paint-
ing and hair braiding, and a vari-
ety of games including pumpkin 

bowling.  And there will be some 
awesome inflatables that include 
an obstacle course along with the 
ever-popular gladiator jousting in-
flatable. Something fun for every-
one!  Be sure to check the upcom-
ing website TheNestatBarlow.com 
for full details on the event.

The festival is currently in the 
planning stages, and your help is 
needed! Consider having your 
family or business get involved in 
this great community effort in one 
of the following ways: (1) Spon-
sor a game, craft or activity, or (2) 
volunteer to help on the day of the 
event.  Please reach out via e-mail 
to barlowsnest@gmail.com to vol-
unteer or with any questions you 
may have. g

Pootatuck Archers Club conducts virtual tournament with sister club in England l By Dale Walter

Redding’s own Pootatuck Ar-
chers Club recently participated 
in a “virtual” field archery tourna-
ment featured on WhatsApp with 
a sister archery club in Surrey, En-
gland.  The Redding archers and 
those from The Company of Sixty 
across the Atlantic competed for 
best-score honors on their home 
range targets and posted videos 
and pictures of the action simul-
taneously on the social media app. 
The Americans started competi-
tion at 8 a.m. while their British 
rivals began at the same time but 
at 1 p.m. in their time zone.

The Redding event included 
10 bulls-eye targets on the prac-
tice range, 10 3D animal targets 
on the target trails through the 
woods, and 10 additional targets at 
the base of the hill. The Pootatuck 

archers enjoyed an English cui-
sine luncheon including cucumber 
sandwiches, scones and jam, sau-
sage rolls and English chocolates 
donated by the Cannondale/Wilton 
store Penny Ha’Penny.  The Brit-
ish archers meanwhile enjoyed 
American-style hot dogs, ham-
burgers and popcorn. A former Brit 
herself, Pootatuck Club officer Al-
ison Moncur organized the joint 
tourney with an English friend, 
whose club competes on 100 acres 
of woodland donated for use by 
then Prince Charles (now King).  
The club members primarily en-
gage in traditional English wooden 
and longbow archery.

Located on a beautiful 32-acre 
wooded site off of Diamond Hill 
Road above the Mark Twain Li-
brary in Redding, the Pootatuck 

Archers Club range is a true dia-
mond in the rough.  Now celebrat-
ing its 60th anniversary, the club is 
gaining new members, including 
young families whose interest in 
this ancient sport has been whetted 
by the portrayal of the archer her-
oine in the Hunger Games movies.

In addition to its practice range, 
the site offers well-maintained 
trails through the woods that fea-
ture 3D animal targets as well as 
paper and field archery targets 
set in hay bales enclosed by solid 
wood frames.  The club in early 
June hosted a competition jointly 
sponsored by the Connecticut Ar-
chery Association and the Nation-
al Field Archery Association.  It 
also features fun events such as a 
Halloween shoot in which mem-
bers shoot apples off the head of 
Undead Fred and at moving-tar-
get ghosts swinging through the 
woods.

The 32-acre site is part of a 
long-term deed from the Town of 
Redding.  The property is over-
seen by the Redding Conservation 
Commission.  Just beyond the ar-
chery range—at the end of the cul-
de-sac—is parking for nature trails 
that are popular with hikers.  The 
hiking trails are safely marked and 
do not cross into club territory.

Eager to share their expertise, 
club members can help newcom-
ers select the proper compound 
or traditional stick bows (and ar-

rows) best suited to the individual, 
including children.  (Cross bows 
are not allowed since their arrows 
cause too much damage to the tar-
gets.)  The members also provide 
expert safety advice and guidance 
to newcomers.  Drawn from towns 
throughout Connecticut, most of 
the club members are just target 
shooters, but some hone their ar-
chery hunting skills at the range.  

Those interested in joining the 
club, whose annual fees are very 
affordable, can download a mem-
bership form and otherwise ex-

plore the club at www.pootatuck-
archers.com.  You can also find 
membership forms at the range it-
self; signs directing you to the site 
are at the entrance to a short, dead-
end road about a half mile west of 
the library and Route 53. g

Join the Pootatuck Archers 
and draw a bead on a sport prac-
ticed thousands of years ago by 
native American Indians long 
before Colonial settlers brought 
their archery traditions to the 
woods of Redding.

Photo by Cee Moreyn

Reader Annmarie Sitar sent us this happy photo of a double rainbow 
taken by her fiancé Jarrett Fisher. We’re delighted to share it with 
our other readers. 

Photo by Jarrett Fisher



Friday, October 28
Doors open at 7:00 PM  |  Show at 8:00 PM
  
Tickets: $20  |  All Ages
Bijou Theatre, 275 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06605

Connecticut 
Album Release Party

100% of your ticket purchase supports music education for Connecticut students. Music Empowers!

Toe-tapping 
Connecticut 
Country!

North County Band embodies country music from 
Connecticut. Performing a mix of originals and covers from 
Allman to Grateful, Waylon to Dwight, Wilco to Skynyrd, 
they are sure to get any wallflower dancing.

This event celebrates the release of their debut album "Connecticut" and supports 
Redding-based SpreadMusicNow. The title track is a love song to a woman, inviting her 
back to our great state of Connecticut. Anyone from the area will appreciate the 
references to the Huskies, the shoreline, and local greats like Mark Twain and Helen Keller.

Fauna: A mouse in the country house l By Holly Hill

September 29,  2022   l   Redding Sentinel   l   13

Redding residents enjoy a 
beautiful community of protected 
lands and waterways.  Since 89% 
of Redding’s land drains into the 
public water supply and eventually 
into Long Island Sound, local 
organizations — including the 
Redding Garden Club — have long 
sought to keep our town green and 
its environment healthy.

The Redding Garden Club 
was founded in 1964 to stimulate 
interest in and knowledge of 
horticulture, to assist the town in 
its conservation activities, to aid in 
the protection of native trees, birds 
and wildfl owers, and to increase 
the knowledge of the artistic use of 
plant material.

The Redding Garden Club 
also works hard to keep Redding 
beautiful through an expansive 
program of Civic Beautifi cation.

The Civic Beautifi cation 
committee of the Club draws its 
largest group of volunteers. Those 
who give their time and energies 
to the program share the purpose 
of conservation and a love of 
gardening.  The nineteen sites the 
Civic Beautifi cation committee 
looks after honor the women and 
men who serve our community, 
from the War Memorial at 
Cross Highway and Black Rock 
Turnpike, to the local post offi ces 
and fi re stations. As a matter of 
fact, the War Memorial had been 

Flora: Garden Club adds to Redding’s beauty l By Flo Vannoni

hidden until it was uncovered 
during the construction of the 
Civic Beautifi cation site in 1974.  
The roadside gardens are admired 
by passersby who frequently stop 
to shout thanks and encouragement 
to the volunteers tending the sites. 

Civic Beautifi cation inspires 
Garden Club members, from 
master gardeners to beginners, 
to work together, enjoy each 
other’s company, and exchange 
information. This is especially true 
for the Butterfl y Garden, located 
on the northwest corner of Cross 
Highway and Newtown Turnpike. 
It is our earliest and best-known 
site. 

Recently, the number of Garden 
Club members has fallen and, 
consequently, so has the number 
of volunteers to tend Civic 
Beautifi cation sites, including the 
Butterfl y Garden. Because this 
site has become overgrown, the 
committee is developing a plan 
to revitalize the garden with an 
emphasis on native plantings. 

If you don’t already belong to 
the Garden Club, please consider 
joining and get involved with the 
Civic Beautifi cation committee.  
E-mail Flo Vannoni or Karen 
DeFriesse, Civic Beautifi cation 
Committee Chairpersons, at 
ReddingGardenClubCT@gmail.
com g

The Natural World

A few days ago a good friend 
caught me on all fours stuffi ng 
crumpled balls of aluminum foil 
in the foundation of my circa 1780 
Redding antique.  

“I know what you are doing.  
And you’re doing it all wrong.”  
Never one to mince words I knew 
she was probably right and there 
had to be a better way to shore up 
the house in preparation for winter. 

Minutes later she was back with 
a box of copper mesh and a few 
pearls I took to heart. 

“They will eat right through 
aluminum.”   And she is probably 
right.  If they managed to chew 
their way through my mini Reese’s 
cups for some sustenance, a little 
more of the metallic element was 
probably not going to deter their 

friends and relatives from our cozy 
VRBO the minute the temperature 
dropped below 50º.    

Signs of their return were 
becoming evident, but it wasn’t 
until a little head popped through 
the mortar in my fi replace that I 
decided it was time to put an end 
to the madness.  Natural repellents 
were ordered on Amazon.  UN-
natural repellents were purchased 
at Keough’s.  Traps were set 
strategically in the attic and 
basement.  Copper mesh, meshed. 
Go. 

In the early days of our new 
life in the country, ignorance was 
bliss. I had forever romanticized 
living in an old house and didn’t 
really understand the inevitability 
of their yearly arrival.  

In fact, that fi rst year here in 
Redding (we closed on the house 
in August) I started noticing “oreo 
crumbs” in the cracks of the 
couch and dutifully sweep them 
up, resisting the temptation to 
reprimand my new husband for 
his careless snacking.  I wasn’t 
just in love, but in denial.  And it 
wasn’t until an old friend came out 
for a weekend visit and questioned 
the “crumbs”, that I realized we 
weren’t living in this house alone.   
Ah, how I long for those innocent 
days!

So, for now the battle rages on, 
and for all you new folks in town, 
welcome to the war.  I’ll tell you 
how it’s going … please share your 
ideas and solutions with all of us at 
mouse@reddingsentinel.org g

Memorial Garden at Sanfordtown Road and Cross HighwayButterfl y Garden at Newtown Turnpike and Cross Highway

Garden Club Barrel
Photos by Redding Garden Club 
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To find out more, call 203-601-6450 or visit MeadowRidge.com

Experience the pinnacle of friendship.

Managed by Benchmark Senior Living 
100 Redding Road  |  Redding, CT 06896

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

A toast by our fire pit is a perfect metaphor for the warm and gracious welcome 

you will feel as a new resident of Meadow Ridge. Walk down the halls and receive 

friendly greetings from our residents and associates, who will quickly bring you 

into the fold of life here. One or more of our dozens of activities, programs, clubs 

or committees are sure to appeal to you, connecting you with new like-minded 

friends to share a meal, a good chat or a nice glass of wine by the fire.

To find out more, call 203-601-6450 or visit MeadowRidge.com

Experience the pinnacle of friendship.

Managed by Benchmark Senior Living 
100 Redding Road  |  Redding, CT 06896

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care
Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

A toast by our fire pit is a perfect metaphor for the warm and gracious welcome 

you will feel as a new resident of Meadow Ridge. Walk down the halls and receive 

friendly greetings from our residents and associates, who will quickly bring you 

into the fold of life here. One or more of our dozens of activities, programs, clubs into the fold of life here. One or more of our dozens of activities, programs, clubs 

or committees are sure to appeal to you, connecting you with new like-minded 

friends to share a meal, a good chat or a nice glass of wine by the fire.

It was a perfect early fall day to enjoy the annual Artisan Fair at the First Church of Christ Congregational in Redding Center.  Hundreds turned out to browse artists’ displays, 
look for treasures in the Antiques barn, pick up items in the tag sale rooms, enjoy live music and good food. And catch up with friends and neighbors, of course.

Photos by Debora DeCarlo Rosa

Artisan Fair at the First Church of Christ Congregational
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Calendar of Events

Food 

Crafts

  Sunday, Oct. 2  
Knitting & Spinning by the Fire
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
West Redding
newpondfarm.org; 203-938-2117

g

 Tuesday, Oct. 11 
Transforming Store-Bought 
Flowers into Glorious Bouquets 
& Arrangements
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
West Redding
newpondfarm.org; 203-938-2117

Fundraisers

Saturday, Oct. 1 - 
Monday, Oct. 3   

Minks to Sinks Sale 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun. 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Under the tents
395 Danbury Road 
(corner of School Road)
Wilton
familyandchildrensagency.org/
minks-to-sink

g

Saturday, Oct. 15
Speakeasy Gala
7:00 p.m.
Lockwood-Mathews Mansion 
Museum
295 West Ave.
Norwalk
lockwoodmathewsmansion.com

g

Sunday, Oct. 16

Sundays, Oct. 2, 
9, 16, 23, 30

Georgetown Farmers Market
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
4 Old Mill Road
Georgetown
Info at 
geremiagardens@yahoo.com

Arts 

Programs

Music

Saturday Oct. 1 – 
Sunday Oct. 2  

Used Book Sale 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Easton Library
691 Morehouse Road
Easton
eastonlibraryfriends.org

Friday, Oct. 7 
Hotel Fiction band
7:00 p.m.
Wilton Center
Town Green
101 Old Ridgefield Rd.
Wilton

Saturday, Oct. 1
Oktoberfest Fair
Lunch, crafts, vendors
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
St Mary Church
26 Dodgingtown Road
Bethel
stmarybethel.org

g  

Saturday Oct. 1 - 
Sunday, Oct. 2

Family Fun Carnival
12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Parish
35 Norfield Rd.
Weston
stfrancisweston.org

Fairs and Festivals

Children

Books 

Sunday, Oct. 2 
Victorian Fashion, Dangerous 
Dyes, and Murderous Millinery
2:00 p.m.
Lockwood-Mathews Mansion 
Museum
295 West Ave.
Norwalk
lockwoodmathewsmansion.com

Fall

Open for season
Tuesdays - Sundays 

Pick Your Own Apples
11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Blue Jay Orchards
125 Plumtrees Road
Bethel
info:https://bluejayorchardsct.
com/

g

Friday, Oct. 21
Starry Night at Farm Pond
6:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 
Connecticut Audubon
Center at Fairfield
2325 Burr Street
Fairfield 
203-259-6305 ext. 109.
ctaudubon.org/2021/09/purchase-
tickets-for-starry-night-at-farm-
pond

Nature

Tuesday, Oct. 4
Exploring “Bird by Bird” by 
Anne Lamott (Virtual)
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org

g

Wednesday, Oct. 12
How Connecticut’s Changing 
Landscape is Impacting Wildlife 
Here in Connecticut
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
West Redding
newpondfarm.org; 203-938-2117

g

Saturday, Oct. 1, 8
Bird and Butterfly Walk
Adults, Children
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Registration required
Grace Farms
365 Lukes Wood Road
New Canaan
gracefarms.org

Sunday, Oct. 2
Poetry workshop series 
Social Justice and Activism - 
grades 5-8
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org

g  

Tuesday, Oct. 4
Family Story Time — Outdoor 
10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
at Topstone Pond
72 Topstone Road
marktwainlibrary.org

g  

Thursday, Oct. 6
3 & 4-Year-Old Story Time
All Ages
1:30 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org

g  

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 11, 18
Nature Explorers
Ages 3-5
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
West Redding
newpondfarm.org; 203-938-2117

g  

Halloween

Monday, Oct. 10 
Robotics Workshop: Make 
A Spooky Spider Bot for 
Halloween
Grades 4-6
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Road
marktwainlibrary.org

g

Monday, Oct. 17
Halloween Cupcake Decorating
K-5
2 sessions
3:00 - 3:45 p.m.
4:00 - 4:45 p.m.
Mark Twain Library
439 Redding Rd.
marktwainlibrary.org

g

Friday, Oct. 21 - Oct. 30
Ghosts, Seances & the Great 
Beyond
Halloween Tours at the Mansion
Lockwood-Mathews Mansion 
Museum
295 West Avenue
Norwalk
lockwoodmathewsmansion.com

Thursdays, Oct. 2, 6, 13
Nature Explorers K-2
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
West Redding
newpondfarm.org; 203-938-2117

g  

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 18
Animal Care Workshop
Middle & High School
4:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
New Pond Farm Education Center
101 Marchant Road
West Redding
newpondfarm.org; 203-938-2117

Sunset Wine Party 2022
Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.; early 
admission 5:00 p.m.
Lounsbury House
316 Main St.
Ridgefield
sunsetwineparty.com

g

Friday, Oct. 28
SpreadMusicNow
North County Band
Album Release Party
8:00  p.m. 
Supports music education for 
Connecticut students
Bijou Theatre
275 Fairfield Avenue
Bridgeport
Northcountyband.com

Saturday, Oct. 1
Monument & Gravestone 
Conservation MasterClass
10:00 a.m.
Redding Ridge Cemetery
Black Rock Tpke. 
(next to firehouse)

The Newtown Bee / 1894
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Susan Kordas 
203.536.7383

Jodi Langford 
203.733.8804

Mike Anderson
203.770.3349

Peri Bartro 
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Alexis Bennett 
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203.240.0624
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203.733.0678
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Lara DiBari Tersigni 
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Carol Hanlon  
203.240.1233

Joanne Grasso 
203.733.9344

Deb Haws 
203.241.7977

Debbie Gore 
203.417.5692

George Hanlon 
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Jefferson Guthrie 
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Charlie Knoche 
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Sharon Hoverman 
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Marilyn Sloper 
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Ira Stone 
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Heather Payne 
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Lisa Pompeo 
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Anne Schmiedel 
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Lonnie Shapiro 
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Denise Taylor 
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Kim Taylor 
203.610.3529

Terri Tournas 
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Adrian Voss 
203.241.7957

Prestige. Pedigree. Power.
THE GLOBAL LUXURY DIFFERENCE

Joseph Porricelli Branch Vice President

203.515.6310
joe.porricelli@cbrealty.com

Ridgefield Office 398 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT 06877 | 203.438.9000
Redding Office 16 Old Mill Road, Redding, CT 06896 | 203.544.9591
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Kenn/Betsy Olbrych 
203.526.0697

Sarah Patterson 
203.417.6254

Marge Lanzara 
203.994.5301

Heather Lindgren 
646.932.4075

Carissa McMahon 
203.442.4159

Paul Ogden 
203.942.9519

FEATURED ANTIQUE HOMES LISTINGS

297 Poverty Hollow Road, Redding  | $900,000
 Historic 18th century home was disassembled and carefully 

rebuilt on it’s current site with all modern mechanicals.
Incredibly charming and immaculately maintained. 

Co-Listed by: 

11 Gallows Hill Road Extension, Redding | $999,000
 Built in 1789, the Jeremiah and Ruth Mead house is the
 perfect blend of yesteryears’ charm and todays’ modern

conveniences. Beautifully maintained and updated. 
Listed by: 

Margi Esten
203.241.8453

Liz Furrer
 203.733.0678

Kim Cuniberti
203.733.6976


